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SMITH 


Edmund smith IS one of those lucl^^ writers 

who have, witliout much labour, attained high re- 
putation, and who are mentioned with reverence 
rather for the possession than the exertion bf un- 
common abilities >. 

Of his life little is known and that little claims 
no praise but wliat can be given to intellectual ex- 
cellence, seldom emplo)ed to anj virtuous purpose 
His character, as given by Air Oldisworth, witli 
all the partnhtv of friendship, which is said by 
Dr Burton to sliew “ wliit fine things one min of 
parts can say of another, and which, however, com- 
prises great pan of w hat can be known of Mr Smith, 
It IS better to transcribe at once tlian to take by 
pieces I shall subjoin such little memorials as ac- 
cident has enabled me to collect 

Mr EOMT5N35 ^MITH vvas the only son of an 
eminent merchant, on^ Mr Neale, by a daughter of 
the famous baron Lechmere Some misfortunes of 
his father, which were soon followed by his death, 
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ti — Ego nec studium sine tlirite lena, 

** Nec rude quid prosit video ingentum , alterius sic 
Altera poscit opem res, & conjunt amice 

' / 

He was endoned by Nature all those excel- 

lent and necessary qualifications whicli are previous 
to the accomplishment of a great man His memory 
uas large and tenacious, jet by a curious felicity 
chief y susceptible of the finest impressions it re- 
ceived from the bestautliors he read nhicli it always 
preserved m their primitive strengtli and amiable 
order 

He had a quid ness of apprehension, and v iv acity 
of understanding, winch easily took m and sur- 
mounted the most subtle and knottj parts of mathe 
maticks and metaphj sicks His wit was prompt 
and floiving, yet solid and piercing, Ins taste deli- 
cate, his head clear, and his waj of expressing his 
thbughts perspicuous and engaging I sliall say no 
thing of his person, which yet was so well fmied, 
that no neglect of liimself in Ins dress could render 
it disagreeable insomuch that the fair*sex, who 
observed and esteemed him, at once commended 
and reproved him by the name of the handi>onie 
sloven An eagei but generous and noble emulation 
grew up with him which (as it were a rational ^ort 
of instinct) pushed him upon striving to excel m 
every art and science that could make him a credit 
to his college, and that college the ornament of 
the most learned and polite university and it was 
his happiness to have several contemporaries and 
fellow students who exercised and excited this virtue 
in themselves and others, tlierebv becoming so 
B 2 de- 
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deseivedl}^ in favour VMtli this age, and so good a 
proof of Its nice discernment. His judgment, na- 
tui ally good, soon'iipened into an exquisite fineness 
and distinguishing sagacity, which as it was active 
and busy, so it was vigorous and manly, keeping 
even paces wuth a rich and stiong imagination, always 
upon the wing, and never tii ed with aspii mg. Hence 
It was, that, though he writ as young as Cowley, he 
had no pueiihties , and his earliest jii eductions were 
so far fiom having any thing in them mean and 
trifling, that, like the junior compositions of Mi. 
Stepney, they may make giey authors blush. There 
are many of his fiist essays in oratory, in eplgi'ani, 
elegy, and epique, still handed about the university 
in manusciipt, ivhich shew a masteily hand, and, 
though maimed and inj uied by fiequent ti ansci ibing, 
make then way into oui most celebrated miscellanies, 
wheie the)’- shine with uncommon lustie Besides 
those veises in the Oxfoid books which he could 
not help setting his name to, seveial of his comjio- 
sitions came abioad under other names, winch his 
own singulai modest)’’, and faithful silence, strove in 
vain to conceal The Encoenia and public Collec- 
tions of the Univeisity upon State Subjects weie 
never in such esteem, eithei for elegy oi congiatu- 
lation, as when he contributed most laigely to them ; 
and it was natui al for those who knew his peculiar 
way of writing,, to tuin to his shaie in the woik, as 
by fai the most relishing pait of the entci tamment. 
As hispaits weie exiraoidmary, so he W’ell knew’ how 
to impioie them , and not only to polish the dia- 
mond, but enchase it in the most solid and dm able 
metal Though he was an academick the gieatest 

pait 
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part of Ins life, 5 ct he contracted no «oume«!s of 
temper, no spice of ped'intrj, no itch of disputation, 
or ob’^tinate contention for the old or new philoso- 
phy, no assuming waj of dictating to others, which 
are faults (though excusable) winch some arc in- 
sensibl) led into, who are constrained to dv\eU long 
within the walls of a private college Ills conver- 
sation was pleasant and instructive and what Horace 
paid of Plotms, Varius, and Virgil, might justly be 
applied to him 

'* "Nil ego contwlcnin juumdo saaui \iinco 

Sat V 1 1 

As correct a writer as he was in Ins most elaborate 
pieces, he read the works of others with candour^ 
and reserved Ins greatest seventv for Ins on n compo- 
sitions being readier to cherish and advance, than 
damp or repress a rising genius, and as jjatient of 
being excelled himself (if an) could excel him) as 
industrious to excel others 

H’vvere to be wished he had confined Inmself to a 
particular profession, who was capable of surpassing 
many, tut, in tins, Ins want of application was 
in a great meisure owing to his want of due en- 
couragement 

He passed through the exercises of the college 
and university with unusual ajijjlaiise and though 
he often suffered his friends to call him off from his 
retirements, and to lengtlicn out those ]ovial avoca- 
tions, yet his return to his studies weie so much the 
more passionate, and his attention upon tliose refined 
pleasures of reading and thinking so vclienient (to 
>vhich his facetious and unbended inten als bore no 
1 pro- 
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proportion), tliat tlie habit glow upon him, and th'* 
senes of meclitition and reflection bring kept up 
whole weeks together, lie could better sort bn nlcas, 
and take in the sundry parts of a srioncc at one 'i iov , 
without intcriuption or confusion Some indeed of 
his acquaintance, who wcio ])lca‘<cd to distingni‘'!i 
betw^ecn the wit and the ‘•chol.ir, extolled him alto- 
o-cthcr on the account of thc'-e titles ; hut others, 
who knew him better, could not forht ar domr^ linn 
justice as a piodig\ m both kinds He had signah/cd 
himself, m the sdiools, as a philosophci aiul polc- 
mick of extensive knowledge anfl deep j)f netr.ition , 
and went through all the courses with a wise regard 
to the dignity and impoitaiicc of each science I re- 
membci him m the pn inity-school responding and 
disputing with a pcispiciious energ) , a ic.uly exact- 
ness, and commanding foice of argument, when 
Dr. Jane w'orthilv piesidcd m the chan ; whose con- 
descending and dismlciested commendation of him 
gave him such a reputation as silenced the cu\ ions 
malice of Ins enemies, who durst not contradict the 
approbation of so profound a master m theology 
None of those sclf-suflieienl cieatuies, who have 
eithei trifled w ith philoso])hy, by attempting to ridi- 
cule it, 01 have encumbered it w ith no\ cl tei ms and 
huidensomc explanations, undei stood its real weight 
and puiity half so well as Mi Smith He was too 
discerning to allow of the character of unprofltable, 
rugged, ^and abstiuse, winch some supeificial sciolists 
(so veiy smooth and polite as to admit of no impics- 
sioii), eithei out of an unthinking indolence, or an 
ill-giounded piejudice, had affixed to this soil of 
studies. He knew the tlioiny tcims of philosophy 

served 
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served well to fence in the true doctrines of religion 
and looked upon school divinity as upon a rough 
but vvell-\v rought army, which might at once adorn 
and defend the Christian hero, and equip him for 
the combat 

Mr Smith had a long and perfect intimacy with 
all the Greek and Latin Classicks , with whom he 
had carefully compared whatever was worth perusing 
in the French, Spanish, and Italian (to which lan- 
guages he vVas no stranger), and m all the celebrated 
writers of his own countrj But then, according to 
the curious observation of tlie late Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, he kept the poet m awe by regular criticism 
and, as it were, married the two arts for their mutual 
support and improvement There was not a tnct 
of credit, upon that subject, which he had not dili- 
gently examined, from Anstolle dow n to Hedelm 
and Bossu so that, having each rule constantly be- 
fore him, he could carrj the art through every poem, 
and 'it once point out the graces and deformities 
By this means he seemed to read with a design to 
correct, as well as imitate 

Being thus prepared, he could not but taste every 
little delicac) that was set before him though it was 
impossible for him at the same time to be fed and 
nourished with 'iny thing but what was substantial 
and lasting He considered the ancients and mo- 
dems not as parties or rivals for^fame, but as Archi- 
tects upon one and the same plan, the Art of Poetry 
according to which Iiejudged,apj>roved and blamed, 
without flattery or detraction If he did not always 
commend the compo«iitions of others, it was not 
ill nature (which was not m his temper), but strict 

justice 
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justice woulfl not la him call a feu flouers sa in 
ranks, a glib mcasuic, and many couplets, by 
the name of poetry : he was of Ben Jonson’s opinion, 
who could not admire 

Verse*, as smooth .ind soft as cream, 

In which theic uas neither depth nor strc.im 

And theiefore, though his want of complaisance 
for some men’s ovei bearing \.inity made him ene- 
mies, yet the better pait of mankind were obliged 
by the freedom ot his reflections. 

His Bodleian Speech, though taken from a remote 
and imperfect copy, hath shewn the uorld lion great 
a master he uas of the Ciccionian eloquence, mixed 
with the conciseness and force of Demosthenes, the 
elegant and ino\ing turns of Pliny, and the acute 
and wise icflcctions of Tacitus 

Since Temple and Koscommon, no man under- 
stood Hoiaco bettei, especially as to his happy dic- 
tion, lolling numbeis, beautiful iinagery, and alter- 
nate nnxluie of the soft and the sublime Tins 
endeared Di Haiines’s odes to him, the finest genius 
for Latin lyiick since the Augustan Age His friend 
Mr. Philips’s ode to Mi St John (late Loid Bohng- 
broke), altei the mannei of Iloiace’s Imsoi}'- or 
Amatoiian Odes, is ceitaiuly a mastei -piece , but 
Mr. Smith’s Pncaclni'i is of the subhmer kind, 
though, like Wallei’s ivi itmgs upon Ohvei Ciomwell, 
it wants not the most delicate and suipiismg tums 
peculiai to the peison piaised I do not lemember to 
have seen any thing like it in Di Bathurst^, who 

^ Di Ralpli Batlmist, ^\llosc Life and Lilciaij' Remains vcie 
published m irci by Mi Ibomas Waiton C 
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had nnde some attempts this waj %nth applause 
He as an excellent judge of humanity and so good 
an historian^ that in familiar discourse he w ould talk 
over the most memorable facts in antiquity, the lives, 
actions, and characters, of celebrated men, with 
amazing facility and accuracy As he had thoroughly 
read and digested Thuanuss works, so he v\as able 
to copy after him and his talent m this kind was 
so well known and allowed, that he had been singled 
out b) some great men to write a history, which it 
was for their interest to have done with the utmost 
art and dexterity I shall not mention for what rea- 
‘fons this design was dropped, though they are very 
much to Mr Smith s honour The truth is, and I 
«peak it before living witnesses, whilst an agreeable 
companj coaid fix him upon a subject of useful lite- 
r\ture, nobody shone to greater advantage he seemed 
to be that Alenimius whom Lucretius speaks of 
— Ciuem tu, Dea, tempore in omni 
Omnibus ornatum voluisti cxcellere rebus 

His works are not many, and those scattered up 
and down in Miscellanies and Collections, being 
AMCsted from him by his friends with great difficulty 
and reluctance 411 of them together make but a 
small pait of that much greater body which lies dis- 
persed in the posse's'iion of numerous acquaintance 
and cannot perhaps be made intire without great 
injustice to him, because feu of them had his last 
hand, and the transcriber was often obliged to take 
the liberties of a fnend His condolence for the 
death of Mr Philips is full of the noblest beauto, 
and hath done justice to the ashes of that second 
Milton, whose writings will last as long as the 

^ English 
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JEnglish language, geneiosity, and valour For Inm 
Mr. Smith had contracted a pci feet friendship; a 
passion he was most susceptible of, and nhose ]a\vs 
he looked upon as sacred and inviolable. 

Every subject that passed under Ins pen had all 
the life, pioportion, and embellishments bestoned on 
it, which an exquisite ‘^kill, a warm imagination, and 
a cool judgment, possibly could bestow on it. The 
epique, lyrick, elegiac, every sort of poetry lie 
touched upon (and he had touched upon a gieat 
vaiiety), was laised to its proper height, and the 
differences betw^een each of them obseivcd with a 
judicious accuracy. We saw' the old rules and new 
beauties placed in admirable order by each other , 
and there was a predominant fancy and spirit of his 
own infused, superior to what some draw olf from 
the ancients, or from poesies heie and there culled 
out of the moderns, by a painful industry and ser\ lie 
imitation. His contrivances were adroit and inafr- 
nificent, liis images lively and adequate, his senti- 
ments charming and majestick , his expressions na- 
tmal and bold, his numbeis various and soundinfr : 
and that enameled mixture of classical wit, which, 
W'lthout redundance and affectation, sparkled through 
his WTitmgs, and weie no less pertinent and agree- 
able 

' His Plixdra is a consummate tiagedy, and the 
success of it was as gi eat as the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of his friends could piomise or foiesee 
The number of nights, and the common method of 
filling the house, aie not ahvays the suiest marks of 
pidgmg what encouragement a play meets wuth: 
bui the geneiosity of all the persons of a lefined taste 

about 
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about town vva*; remarkable on this occasion , and it 
must not be forgotten how zealously Mr Addison 
espoused his interest^ w ith all the elegant judgment 
and diffusive good-nature for which that accomplished 
gentleman and author is so justly valued by mankind 
But as to PhccdtOj she has certainly made a finer 
figure under Mr Smith s conduct, upon the English 
stage, than either in Rome or Athens and if she 
e-^cels the Greel and Latin Phitdi a, I need not say 
surp asses tiie Trench one, though embellished 
withj^iate\er regular beauties and moving softness 
Racine himself couTTgive lier ^ 

man lTiacl"^Tjuster notion of the difficulty of 
composing than Mr Smith and he sometimes w ould 
create greater difficulties than he had reason to appre- 
hend Writing with ease, what (as Mr Wjcherley 
speal s) may be easily written, moved his indignation 
When he was writing upon a subject, he would se- 
riously consider what Demosthenes, Homer, Virgil, 
or Horace, if alue, would say uporr that occasion, 
which whetted him to exceed himself as well as 
others Neverthele^is, he could not, or would not, 
finish se\eral subjects lie undertook which may be 
imputed either to the biiskness of his fancy, still 
hunting after new matter, or to an occasional indo- 
lence, which spleen and lassitude brought upon him, 
■winch, of all his foibles, the world was least inclined 
to forgwe That this was not owing to conceit or 
\anity, or a fulne s of himself (a frailty which has 
been imputed to no less men tlian Shakspeare and 
Jonson), IS clear from hence because he left his 
works to tlie entire disposal of his friends, whose most 
rigorous censures he evvn courted and solicited, 

sub- 
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Mibmitting to tbnr aiiimadvcr'^ions; and the freedom 
they took \^iLb IIkmii, ^\Ithan unrc'^rncd and pru> 
dent resignation 

I have seen ‘^kctehc> and lough draughts of 'ornc 
poems to be designed^ ‘;et out nnaU ticMlly ; v. !u rein 
tlie fable, stnictuu\ and eejiincvion, the images, in- 
cidents, moral cpisorles, and a git‘at\nnf ty of orna- 
ments, ^\e^e so (inch laid out, so \stll fitted to the 
rules of art, and scjuarcd so e\artly to the piece- 
dents of the ancients, that I ha\e oft'Mt looked on 
these poetical elements \M(h the same concern v.ith 
^vhlch curious men arc afiei ted at the sight of ihf 
most entertaining remains aiul rums of an antique 
figuic 01 building 'J’hose fiagments of thchnriifd, 
which some men have been so proud of then pains 
in collecting, aic useless laiitie', without form and 
without life, when compared with these emhr}os, 
w'hich w'anted not spmt enougli to preserve th' m; 
so that I cannot help thinking, that, if some ol them 
w'eie to come ahioad, the} would he as highly \ahu‘d 
by tlie poets, as the sketches of Julio and 'J'ltiau arc 
by the painters; though there is nothing m them 
but a few outlines, as to tlie design and pinpoition. 

It must be confessed, that Mi. Smilli had some 
defects in his conduct, which those arc most apt to 
remember who could imitate him m notlnnir else. 
His freedom watli himself drew seveiei acknowledge- 
ments fiom him than all the malice lie ever pi o- 
voked was capable of advancing, and he did not 
scruple to give even his misfortunes the hard name 
of faults ; hut, if the woild had half his good-nature, 
all the shady paries would be entirely struck out of 
his character. 


A man. 
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A man, who, under po\erty, calamities, and dib- 
appomtments, could maheso manj friends, and those 
so truly valuable, must ha\e just and noble ideas of 
the passion of friendship, in the success of which 
consisted the greatest, if nottheonlj, happiness of 
his life He knew very well what was due to his 
birth, though Fortune threw him short of it in every 
otlier circumstance of life He a\ oided making anj , 
though perhaps reasonable, complaints of her dis- 
pensations, under which he had honour enough to 
be eas), without touching the i favours she flung m 
his way when offered to him at a price of a more 
durable reputation He took care to have no deal- 
ings with mankind in which he could not be just 
and lie desired to be at no otlier e\pence in his pre- 
tensions than that of intnnsick merit, which was the 
only burthen and reproach he ever bi ought upon his 
frienil He could saj, as Horace did of him'elf, 
what I never ^et saw translated 

** Meo sum pauper in a;re ’ 

At his coming to town, no man was more sur- 
rounded bv all tho^e who really had or pretended to 
wjt^ or more courted by the great men, who had 
then a power and opportunitj of encouraging arts 
and sciences, and gave proofs of their fondness for 
the name of Patron in many instances, which will 
evei be remembered to their glory l\Ir Smiths 
character grew upon his friends % intimacy, and 
outwent the strongest preposse^isions which had 
been conceived in his favour Whatever quarrel a 
few sour creatines, whose obscurity’ is their happi- 
ne'ss, maj possibly have to the age jet^amidst a 

^ -- studied 
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studied neglect, and total disuse of all those cere- 
monial attendances, fashionable equipments, and ex- 
ternal lecommendation, which are thought necessarj'' 
introductions into the grande monde, this gentleman 
was so happy as still to please ; and whilst the iich, 
the gay, the noble, and honourable, saw how much 
he excelled m wit and learning, they easily forgave 
him all other differences Hence it was that both 
his acquaintance and retirements were his own fiee 
choice. What Mr. Prior observes upon a very great 
character was true of him, that most of Ms favlts 
hr ought their excuse with them. 

Those who blamed him most understood him 
least, it being the custom of the vulgai to charge an 
excess upon the most complaisant, and to foim a 
character by the moials of a few, who have some- 
times spoiled an hour or two in good company. 
Where only foitune is n anting to make a great 
name, that single exception can never pass upon the 
best judges and most equitable observers of mankind, 
and when the time comes for the world to spare their 
pity, we may justly enlarge our demands upon them , 
for their admiiation 

Some few years befoie his death, he had engaged 
himself in several consideiable undei takings; in all 
which he had prepared the world to expect mighty 
things from him I have seen about ten sheets of 
his English Pindar^ which exceeded any thing of 
that kind I could ever hope foi in oui own language. 
He had drawn out a plan of a ti agedy of the Eady 
Jane Grey, and~had gone through seveial scenes of 
it. Bnt he could not well have bequeathed that woik 
to better hands than where, I hear, it. is at present 

lodged ; 
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lodged, and the bare mention of tno such names 
may justify the largest expectations, and is sufficient 
to make the tonn an agreeable imitation 

Ills greatest and noblest undertaking was Lon 
ginns He had finished an entire translation of tlie 
Snhltmcy \\ Inch he sent to the re\erend Mr Richard 
Parker, a friend of his, late of Merton Collie, an 
Cx^ict cntick in tlie Greek tongue, from uhom it 
came to my hands The Fren cli \ cr«ion of Monsieur 
BoileaUj though truly \aluable, ivas far short of it 
He proposed a large addition to this nork, of notes 
and observations of his own, with an entire sv stem of 
the Art of Poetiy, in three books, under tlie titles ot 
Thought j Diction, and Ttgnrc I saw the last of these 
perfect, and m a fair copy, in which he shewed pro- 
digious judgment and reading and particularly 
had reformed the Art of Rhetorick, by reducing that 
■vast and confused heap of terms, with which a Jong 
succession of pedants had encumbered the world, to 
a very narrow compass, comprehending all that was 
useful and ornamental m poetry Under each head 
and chapter, he intended to make remarks upon all 
the ancients and modems, the Greek, Latin, English, 
French, Spani«h, and Italian poets, and to note 
their several beauties and defects 
What remains of his works is left, as I am in- 
formed, in the hands of men of worth and judg- 
ment, who loved him It cannot be supposed tliej 
would suppress any thing that was his, but out of 
respect to his inemoiy, and for w ant of proper haiuh 
to finidi what so great a genius had begun 


SUCH 
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SUCH IS the declamation of Oldisuortli, wiitfen 
^vhile his admiration v^as yet fresh, and Ins hindncss 
waim; and theiefore such as, without any criminal 
purpose of deceiving, shews a strong desire to make 
the most of all favourable truth. I cannot miicli 
commend the performance. The praise is often in- 
distinct, and the sentences aic loaded with words of 
moie pomp than use. There is little, however, that 
can be contradicted, e\cn when a plaiiiei tale comes 
to be told. 

EDMUND NEALE, known by the name of 
Smith, was boi n at Handley, the scat of the Lech- 
meies, m Woicesteishiie The 3'ear of his birth 
is unceitain'^. 

He was educated at Westminstei . It is know n to 
have been the practice of Di. Busby to detain those 
youth long at school, of whom he had formed the 
highest expectations. Smith took his mastei’s degree 
on the 8th of July, ItJ.gG , he therefore w'as probably 
admitted into the university in 1689, 'when we may 
suppose him twenty j'eais old. 

His reputation foi hteiature in his college was 
such as has been told ; but the indecency and licen- 
tiousness of his behaviour diew upon him, Dec. 
24, 1G94, while he was yet only Bachelor, a public 
admonition, enteied upon lecoid, in older to his ex- 
pulsion Of this repioof the effect is not knowm. 
He was piobably less notoiious. At Oxfoid, as we 
all know, much will be foi given to literal y meiit, 

* By Ills epitaph he appears to have heen 42 years old when 
he died. He was conss(juently bom in the year 1C68 11 

and 
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and of tint he liad exhibited sufficient evidence by 
his excellent ode on the death of the great Orien- 
talist, Dr Pococh, nho died in iCfll, and \vho«e 
praise must have been nritten b) Smith when he 
had been but tiio jears in the uniiersitj 

This ode, nliicli closed the second lolume of the 
Mustc 'tnglicana., though perhaps some objections 
may be made to its Latimtj, is bj far the best Lj- 
nci composition in that collection nor do I knoiv 
where to find it equalled among the modern w riters 
It expresses, ivitli great feheitj , images not classical 
m classical diction its digressions and returns hare 
been deservedlj recommended bj Trapp as models 
for imitation 

He had several imitations from Conley 

Tcstituc tunc tot sermo coloribo* 

Quol tu, Pococki, dlsslinltis tui 
Orator efi’ers qiiot iicissiln 
To niemores cclebrarc gauilciit 

I mil not commend the figure nliich makes the 
oratoi pjonoiincc the co/oiira, or give to loloms ttic* 
mory and delight I quote it, honcicr, as an mu- 
tation of these lines 

So man} languages he hail in store 
That onlj Fame shall speak of him in more 

The simile, bj n Inch an old man, retaining the 
fire of his jouth, is compared to /Etna flaming 
through the snon, nhicli Smith has used mth great 
pomp, IS stolen from Coivlej, hoiveter little north 
the labour of conveyance 

Yoi- X C 


He 
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He proceeded to take his degree of Master of Arts, 
July 8 , 1696. Of the exeicises which he pei- 
formed on that occasion^ I have not heaid any thing 
- memorable 

As his years advanced^ he advanced in reputation ; 
for he continued to cultivate his mind, though he 
did not amend his iiiegulaiities by which he gave 
so much offence, that, April 24, 17 00, the Dean and 
Chapter declared the place of Mi Smith void, he 
“ having been convicted of 1 lotous behaviour m the 

house of Ml. Cole, an apothecaiy : but it was re- 
“ feired to the Dean when and upon what occasion 
“ the sentence should be put in execution.” 

Thus tendeily was he treated: the goveinois of 
his college could haidly keep him, and yet wisheT 
that he would not force them to drive him away. 

Some time afterwaids he assumed an appearance 
of decency m his own phiase, he uliitened himself, 
having a desiie to obtain the censorship, an office of 
honour and some profit m the college , but, when 
the election came, the preference was given to Mr. 
Foulkes, his junior : the same, I suppose, fhat joined 
with Fremd in an edition of part of Demosthenes. 
The censor is a tutoi , and it was not thought proper 
to trust the supermtendance" of otheis to a man who 
took so little caie of himself. 

From this time Smith employed his malice and 
his wit against the Dean, Dr. Aldrich, whom he 
considered as the opponent of his claim. Of Ins 
lampoon upon him, I once iieard a jingle line too 
gross to be repeated. 

But he w’^as still a genius and a scholar, and Oxford 
was unw'illing to lose him: he w'^as enduied, with 

all 
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all his pranks and his vices, two > ears longer but 
on Dec 20, 1705, at the instance of all the canons, 
the sentence declared five years before, was put in 
execution i i 

eiThe execution was, I believe, silent and tender 
for one of hts friends, from whom I learned much 
of his life, appeared not to know it 

He was now dm en to London, w here he associated 
himself with the Whigs, whether because the^ were 
m power, or because the lories had expelled him, 
or because he was a Whig b} principle, may perhaps 
be doubted He was, however, cares ed b) pen of 
great abilitie*!, whatever were their party, and was 
supported by the liberality of those who delighted 
m his conversation 

There w as once a design, hinted at by Oldiswortli, 
to have made him useful One evening, as he was 
sitting with a friend at a tavern, he was called down 
by the waiter and, having staid some time below, 
came up thoughtful After a pau«e, said he to his 
friend, “^He that wanted me below was Addison, 
whose business was to tell tne that a Histoiy of 
" the devolution was intended, and to propose that 
“ I should undertake it I said, ‘ What shall I do 
‘^with the character of Lord Sunderland r and 
‘^Addison immediately returned, 'When, Rag, 
" were you drunk lastr and went awa} 

Captain Hag was a name which he got at Oxford 
by his negligence of dress 

This story I heard from the late Mr Clark of 
' Lincolns Inn, to whom it was told by the friend of 
Smith 


Such 
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Such soiuplc.^ debar him from ^omr pro- 

fitable eniplovments , bulj as lho\ could noldcjinvt 
him oi any real C'^teem, they left him many fnends, 
and no man\\asc\ci better introduced to thethcaire 
than he, n hoj in tliat violent conthet of pat ties, had 
a Piologue and Kpilogne fiom the fir>t\\its on either 
side. 

But learning and natuie \m 11 non and then take 
different courses. IIis play plea'^rd the cntieks, and 
the ciiticks only It A\as, as Addison has recordi d, 
bauUy heard the tliird night. Smith had indeed 
tiustis^d entiiely to his merit, had ensmed no barul oi 
applaudeis, noi used any artifice to force sucre and 
found that native excellence was not sufficient tor its 
oun support. 

The play, however, \\ as bought by Lmtot, uho 
advanced the puce from fifty gnmeas, the* current 
1 ate, to sixty, and Hahiax, the general jiatron, ac- 
cepted the dedication Smith’s indolence kejit him 
fiom wilting the dedication till Lmtot, aftci fniit- 
less impoitunity, ga\e notice that he would jnibhsh 
the play without it. Non, theieforc, it nas written ; 
and Halifax expected the author n ith his book, and 
had piepaied to icuaid !nm with a place of three 
bundled jiounds a-ycai Smith, by pi ide, oi cajn ice, 
01 indolence, or basbfulness, neglected to attend him, 
though doubtless warned and piessed by his fi lends, 
and at last missed Ins leuaid by not going to 
solicit it 

Addison has, in the Spcciatov, mentioned the 
neglect of Smith’s ti agedy as disgi aceful to the nation, 
and imputes it to the fondness for opeias then pie- 
vailing The authority of Addison is gieat; yet 

the 
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the \oice of the peoplea_^hen to please the people js 
‘"tlie purpose, desenes regard In tins question, I 
cannot but thmh the people in the riglit Tlie fable 
IS mj thological, a story which ue are accustomed 
t6 reject as false and the manners are so distant 
from our own, tint we know tliem not from sjm 
pathv , but h) study the igiionnt do not understand 
the action the learned reject it as i school bov s r 
tile met cdulus odi WInt I cannot for a moment 
belieiOj I cannot for n moment behold with interest 
or an\iety The sentiments thus remott- from life 
'ire remo\ed \et further by t!ie diction, whicli is too I 
luxuriant and splendid for dialogue, and envelopes 
the tlioughts nther tinn displays them It is a 
scholars jilai, such as niaj phase the reader nther 
than the spectator the vrork of n vigorous and ele- 
gant mind, accustomed to pleo'C itself witli its own 
conceptions, but of littit acquaintance with the 
course of life » 

Dennis tells us, in one of his pieces, that he liaJ 
once a design to have written the tngcdj ofPhadta 
but was convinced that the action was too injtho 
logical 

In 170s, a jear after tlic exhibition of Phiudta, 
died John Philips, the fiieiid and fellow -collegian of 
Smith, who, on that occasion, wrote a poem, winch 
ju‘;tice must place among the best elegies which our 
language can shew, an elegant mixture of londu^s 
andjidmiration, of_digm§^ and softness i lierc are 
some passages too ludicrous but every human per- 
formance has its faults 

Plus elegv it was the mode among his friends to 
purchase for a guinea and, as his acquaintance w as 
numcious, it was a veiy profitiblc poem 


Of 
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Of liis Pindar mentioned by Oldis worth, I have 
never otherwise heard. His Longhms he intended 
to accompany with some illustrations, and had se- 
lected his instances of the false Sublime from the 
works of Blackmore. 

He 1 esolved to try again the fortune of the Stage, 
with the stoiy of Lady Jane Giey It is not unlikely 
that his experience of the inefficac}^ and incredi- 
bility of a mythological tale might determine him 
to choose an action fiom English Histoiy, at no 
great distance fiom our own times, which was to end 
in a real event, pioduced by the opeiation of known 
characters. 

A subject will not easily occur that can give more 
opportunities of infoiming the understanding, for 
which Smith was unquestionably qualified, or for 
moving the passions, in which I suspect him to have 
had less powei . 

Having formed his plan and collected materials, 
he declaied that a few months would complete his 
design , and, that he might puisne his work with less 
frequent avocations, he was, m June, I710, invited 
by Ml George Ducket to his house at Gartham, in 
Wiltshire Here he found such opportunities of 
indulgence as did not much foiward his studies, and 
particularly some strong ale, too delicious to be le- 
sisted. He ate and diank till he found himself 
plethorick and then, resolving to ease himself by 
evacuation, he wrote to an apothecary in the neigh- 
bouihood a prescription of a puige so forcible, that 
the apothecaiy thought it his duty to delay it till he 
had given notice of its dangei Smith, not pleased 
with the contradiction of a shopman, and boastful 
of his own knowledge, treated the notice with rude 

contempt. 
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contempt, and swalloucd Ins outi medicine, nincli, 
inJul), 1710, brought him to tlicgra\c He iv as 
buried at Oartlnm 

>cars aften^ards Ducket communicated to 
Oldmixon, tlie lii«tornn, an account pretended to 
ha\e been reccutd fmin Smith, that Clarendons 
History uas, in its publication, corrupted b\ Aldncli, 
Smalndge and Attcrbui^ and that Smith was 
emplo3ed to forge and imcrt (he alterations 

This storj ua<5 pubhshcil tniimphantl) b} Old 
mi\on, and ma) be ‘tupjKi^ai to have been f*agcrl^ 
rcccned but its progress t\a^ 50011 checkcil for, 
findin^ Its Maj into the Journal of Treiouv, it ftU 
under the e\ c of AtterhuQ , then m tiile in 1 ranee, 
tvho immcdiateU dentc<l the charge, witli this rc 
markable particular, that lu never m his whole life 
ha 1 once spoken to Smith • his compm) being, 
as must be inferred, not accepted b} those who at- 
tended to their characters 
The charge uas afterwards \tr) diligent!) refuted 
by Dr Hurton, of Tton, a man eminent for hUn 
ture and, though not of the ^amc part) with 
Aldrich and Alterbur), too studious of trdth to leave 
them burthened with a fihc charge I he testi- 
monies whitli he Ins collceted have convinced man- 
kind that eitlier Smith or Ducket was guilt) of 
wilful and m dicious f d chood 

This controversy brouglit mto view thobC parts of 
Sinitlis life winch, with more honour to his name, 
might have been conceded 

* Sec Bhhop Atlcrburv fl Ipi-jlohrj Correspondence 1700 
vol III pp 12c 133 In tlic snmeuork \ol I p ,t np 
peirs tljat Smith Mas it one ttnie dus|iccti(! hy AttLibm^ to 
b cn the authoi of the 1 ale of a 7 \ib N 

Of 
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Of Smith I can yet say a little more. He was a 
man of such estimation among his companions, that 
the casual censuies or piaiscs whicli he diopped in 
conveisation weie considered, like those of Scahger, 
as woithy of pieservation 

He had gi eat readiness and exactness of criticism, 
and by a cursoiy glance over a new composition 
would exactly tell all its faults and beauties 

He was remarkable foi the powei of reading n ith 
great lapidity, and of retaining, with great fidelity, 
what he so easil)'^ collected. 

He theiefore alna)-s knew nhat the present ques- 
tion requiied , and, when his friends expressed their 
wondei at his- acquisitions, made m a state of appa- 
rent negligence and drunkenness, lie never discovered 
his houis of leading or method of study, but in- 
volved himself m affected silence, and fed his onn 
vanity with their admiiation 

One practice he had, wliidh was easily observed: 
if any thought or image w'as piesented to his mind, 
that he could use or improve, he did not suffer it to 
be lost , but, amidst the jolht}’- of a tavein, or in the 
w'armth of con\eisation, very dihgenth’ committed 
it to papci 

Thus it was that he had gathered two quiies of 
hints for his nevi tiagcdv, of which RoA^e, when 
the3rweie put into his hands, could make, as he saj^-s, 
veiy little use, but which the collectoi considered as 
a valuable stock of inatei lah 

Wh^i he came to London, his way of life con- 
nected him with the licentious and dissolute , and 
he affected the aiis and gaiety of a man of plea- 
suie , but his diess wuis ahvays deficient, scholastick 

cloudiness 
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cloudiness still hung nboutliim nnd liis merriment 
was sure to produce tlie <corn of liis comp'inion'? 

“With all Ills carelessness ind all Ins Mces, lie ms 
one of tlie murmurers at lortune and uondcred 
iwh} he was suffered to be poor, when Addi‘?on was 
caressed and preferred nor would i \cr} little ha\e 
contented him for he estimated his wants at siv 
hundred pounds a j e ir 

In his course of reading, it was particular that he 
had diligentlj perused, and accurate!} rcmemberetl, 
the old romances of knight errantt} 

He had a high opinion of ln« own merit, and wa® 
something conternjituous in his trtatment of those 
whom he considered a*? not qinhficd to oppose or 
contndict him He had man} frailties } et it can- 
not hilt be supposed that he had greit merit, who 
could obtain to the «ainc ph} a prologue from Addi- 
son, and an epilogue from Piior and who could 
have at once the patronage of Halifax, and the prai e 
of Oldisworlh 

For the power of communicating the«e minute 
rocmomls, I am indebted to my con\crsation with 
Gilbert Wahnslc\ , late registrar of the ecclesiastical 
court of LicUfiekl, who was acquainted both with 
Smith and Duel ct and declued, that, if the tale 
concerning Clarendon were Torged, he should sus- 
pect Hucket of the fiheliood “ for Kag was a man 

of great \eracity , 

Of Gdbeit Walmsle), thus presented to mj 
mind, Jet me indulge in}«!elf in the remembrance 
I knew him aery oarlw be was one of the first 
friends tnat Jiterature procmed me, and I hope tliat 

at 
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at least my gratitude made me worthy of his no- 
tice. 

He was of an advanced age, and I was only iiot a 
boy , yet he never received my notions with con- 
tempt. He was a Whig, with all the virulence and 
malevolence of his paity; yet diflercnce of opinion 
did not keep us apart I honoured linn, and he en- 
dured me 

He had mingled viith the gay world without ex- 
emption from its vices or its follies, but had never 
neglected the cultivation of his mind ; his belief of 
Revelation was unshaken , his learning pieseived his 
principles , he giew fiist regular, and then pious. 

His studies had been so vaiious, that I am not 
able to name a man of equal knowledge His ac- 
quaintance with books was great ; and w'hat he did 
not immediately know, he could at least tell where 
to find. Such was his amplitude of leai ning, and 
such his copiousness of communication, that it may 
be doubted whether a day now' passes in which I 
have not some advantage fi’om his fiiendship. 

At this man’s table 1 enjoyed many cheerful and 
instructive hours, with companions such as are not 
often found , with one who has lengthened, and one 
who has gladdened life , with Dr James, w'hose skill 
in Physick will be long remembeied, and with 
DaVid Garrick, whom I hoped to have gratified with 
this charactei of our common fiiend* but w’hat aie 
the hopes of man ’ I am disappointed by that sti oke 
of death, which has eclipsed the gaiety of nations, 
and impoveiished the publick stock of harmless 
pleasuie. 


In 
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In the Librarj atOvford is the folIo^Miig ludicrous 
Analysis of PococUtts 

E\ AtrrornAriio ^ 

[Sent b) the Author to "Mr Un^ 3 

OPUSCULUM hoc, ITalbcitlane nmphssimc, m 
luccm profcrrc hactcnus dtstuh, judicii tui acumen 
sub\entus mngis qunm bipennis Tandem nliquan- 
do oden banc nd tc mitto ‘subhmem, tenenm, llebi 
lem, suaietn, qmlcm dcinum di\mu^ (<i Mums \a- 
caret) scrip<is';ct Gastrcllus adco ^cihctt sublimcm 
ut inter legendum dormirc, ndco flebdein ut nden. 
^ehs Cujus clegnnliam ut mchus in«picias, M,r 
suum ordintm S- nntcrnm brcvitcr rtfenm 1*”“ 
versus de doubus prtcliis dccantali^ 2 '^“* S.3“*dc 
Lothanngio, cuniculis •uhtcrninci'?, ^axis, ])on(o, 
iiostibus, Sw A^i i ^ 5*“* dc c items, ‘uibdibus, 
uncis dneoinbus, tignbus ^ crocodih«i C“*, J'**, S“*, 
£)“*, de Gomorrh i, dc Ihb)loiic, Ihbelc, ^ quodiin 
domi SU'D peregrmo 10 “*, ihqmd de quf dmi Po- 
cockio 12 “*, dc Sjrij, Soh m i 1 dc 

IIocci, Sw qiiercu, dc jmtnc quodim \alde sene 
lG“*, de iEtn I, &. quoniodo iEtm Poc'oekio 
fit nlde simihs 1/“*, iS“», dc tubi, astro, umbn, 
flarnmis, roti«, Pocockio non iiegiccto Cetende 
Chnstiams Ottomanis, Bab) lonu<, Anbibin, gra 
Mssima agrorum inelanciiolu dc CTvirc, I huco •, 
Nedorc, miserando jincnis cujusdain flotcntjssmu 
fato, anno cetatis ‘jut cciitc&iino pncin »lur^ abrcjiti 
Quae omnia cum accurate e\|>cnderis, neces'^e est ut 


* Pro Flacco ammo paulo sttentiorc genpsts cm Marove 
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oden llanc me.im admiiandu plane vnnctatc constare 
falearife. vSubito ad Bala\o'; profici^'ror, la\iro ab 
illis don.indu*^ Prius veio Peinbrochienbes voco ad 
teilamen Poeticum, Vale. 

Illnsliissima tua deosculor cnira. 

E. S.Mri’JI. 
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Or Mr RICHARD DUKE I can find fen mo- 
niorials lit is bred at Westinmsier * -ind Cam 
bridge and Jacob relates, tint he \\ as some time 
tutor to the duke of Uichmond 

He appears from his writings to ha\e been not ill 
qualifii-d for poetical compositions, and being con- 
scious of his powers when lie left the uniitrsit), he 
enlisted Iniii«elf among tliewits lie was tlie familiar 
friend of Otway and was engaged, among otlier 
popular names, in the translations of Ovid and Ju- 
venal In his ifme/o, though unfinished, are some 
vigoroushnes IIis poems are not below mediocrity 
nor have I found much iii them to be praised -j- 

* He ivas ‘idmitted there iit 1670 was elected to Tnmlj 
College Cambridge m 167*» and took hrs master s degree m 
16S2 N 

f Thej make a part of a volume published Tonson m 8\o 
1717 containing the Poems of the call of Roscommon and the 
duke of Buckingham s Lssay on Pottiy , but ivore first pubb hed 
in Drydens Miscellany as were mo t, if not all of tlie poems 
I n that collection H 


With 
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With the wit he seems to have shaied the disso- 
luteness of the times, for some of Ins compositions 
are such as he must have reviev\ed with detestation 
in his later days, when he published those Sermons 
which Felton has commended. 

Perhaps, like some other foolish young men, he 
rather talked than lived viciously, in an age vhen he 
that would be thought a Wit was afraid to say his 
prayers; and whatever might have been had m the 
fiist pait of his life, was surely condemned and re- 
formed by his better judgment. 

In 1683, being then Master of Arts, and Fellow of 
Ti inity College in Cambridge, he w rote a poem on 
the marriage of the Lady Anne with Geoige Prince 
of Denmark. 

He then took ordeis , and, being made pieben- 
daiy of Gloucestei, became a proctor in convocation 
for that church, and chaplain to Queen Anne. 

In 1710, he w'as piesented by the bishop of Win- 
chester to the wealthy Imng of Witney in Oxford- 
shire, which he enjoyed but a few months. On 
Februaiy 10, 1710-II, having leturned from an en- 
teitainment, he was found dead the next morning. 
His death is mentioned in Swift's Journal 

* He was presented to the lectoi^' of Blaby in Leiccstcrshirc 
in 1687-8 , and obtained a prebend at Gloucestei m 1688 N. 
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William KI\G \ris Ijom in London in , 
the son of Ezelttcl King, a gentleman lie Mas 
allied to the family of Clarendon 
Trom Wcstminsfer-schooIjMlieic he uas a schohr 
on the foundation under the care of Dr Busby, Ii6 
Mas at eighteen tltctcd to Christ church, in l(?8l , 
Mhere he is said to ln\c prosecuted his studies Mith 
so much intcnscnecs and aclivit), that before he 
Mas eight years standing he had read o\er, and made 
remarks upon, tnenty-tuo thousand odd hundred 
books and manuscripts *■ The books Mere certainly 
not \erj long, the manusenpts not very diBicuU, nor 
the remarks Aery large for the calculator Mill hnd 
that he di«jwtched seven a day for ever) day of his 
eiglit years vvitli a remnant that more than satisfies 
most other students He took his degree m the 
most expensive manner, as a grand compounder 
whence it js inferred that he mhciited a considerable 
fortune 

* This nppeara by his Advenana prmted m Jm works 
edit 177Cf, Svols X 

In 
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In 1688, the same year in nincli he iias made 
mastei of aits, he published a confutation of Yu- 
1 bias’s account of Wiekhfie, and, en^.i^ing in the 
study of the Civil Lau, beramc doctor in lt)<)2, and 
was admitted adiocate at Doctors Commons. 

He had already made ‘joiiie traiwlations fiom the 
5 Fiench, and written some humoiiimis and satirical 
pieces; when, in lGp4, Molesnorth pubh'-hed his 
Account of Denmarlx, in which he treats the Danes 
and their monarch w'lth gicat contempt, and takes 
the oppoitunity of insinuating those wild principles, 
by which he supposes hbeit}* to be established, and 
by which his adversaries suspect that all subordi- 
nation and govei nmeiit is endangered 

This book offended Prince Geoigc; and the 
Danish minister picscnted a memonal against it 
The piinciples of its author did not please Dr. King ; 
and therefore he undeitook to confute part, and 
laugh at the rest The contro\ ei sy is now forgotten : 
and books of this kind seldom live long, when in- 
terest and lesentment have ceased. 

In iC 97 j mingled in the controveisy between 
Boyle and Bentley , and was one of those who tiled 
what Wit could perform in opposition to Leaining, 
on a question which Learning only could decide. 

In 1699, w'as published hy him A Joujyicy to 
London, after the method of Dr. iVIartm Listei, 
w'ho had published A Journeij to Parib. And, m 
1700, he satirised the Royal Society, at least Sir 
Hans Sloane their piesident, in two dialogues, inti- 
tuled The Tran^actwner, 

Though he was a regular advocate in the couits 
of civil and canon law, he did not love liis pro- 
fession, 
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fession, nor indeed anj I ind of business which in- 
terrupted Ins \oluptuar) dreams, or forced him to 
rouse from tint indulgence in which only he could 
iind delight His reputation as a cnilnn was %et 
mamtaincd b} his judgments in the courts of Dele 
gates, and raised M.r) high h) the address and know- 
ledge which he di colored m 1700> wlien he de- 
fended the carl of Anglcsea against his lady, after- 
wards dutchess of Buckinghamshire, who sued for a 
diiorce, and obtained it 

Tlie expence of his jileasiires, and neglect of busi- 
ness, had now lessened liis reicnues and he was 
walling to accept of a settlement in Ireland, where, 
about 1702, he was made judgp of the admiraltj, 
commissioner of the prizes, kcejier of the records 
m Bermmghams tower, and vicar general to Dr 
Marsh, the jinmate 

Butitisvam to put wealth i itUm the reach of 
him who will not stretch out his hand to take it 
King soon found a friend, as idle and thoughtless as 
himself, m Upton, one of the judges, who had a 
pleasant house called Mountown, near Dublin, to 
which King frequently retired delighting to neglect 
his interest, forget liis caics, and desert his dutj 

Here he wrote Mtdly oj a poem by 

which, though fanciful leaders in the jintle of saga- 
city have given it a jxicticil interpretation, was 
meant oiiginally no more than it expressed, as it 
was dictated only bj the authors delight m the quiet 
of Mountown 

In 1708, when lord Wharton was sent to govern 
Ireland, King returned to London, vv ith his poverty, 

VoL X D 
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his idleness, and his wit; and publidied some essays, 
called Uspjnl T) fnisactioms His Voyage to the 
Inland of Cajamai is jiai liculai I}’- commended He 
then wiote t\\e Jrt of Love, a poem lemaibable, 
notwithstanding its title, i'oi pinny of sentiment; 
and in lyOf) imitated Koiacc m .in Art of Coohciy, 
which he published, with some letteis to Hi Lister 

In 1710, he appeared as a lover of the Clmicli, 
on the side ot Sacheveicll, and w'as su])pobed to 
have concuired at least in the piojection of The 
Eocaminev His eyes w eic ojien to all the ojieiations 
of Whioeism . and he bestowed some stiictnies 

00 

upon Di Kennett’s adulatoiy seimon at the fnneial 
of the duke of I)evon<^hiie. 

The Hiitoiy of the Heathen Godb, a book com- 
posed for schools, was wiitten by him in 1710. 
The woik is useful , but might have been pioduced 
without the poweis of King The same yeai, he 
published Rnjinui,, an histoiical essay, and a poem, 
intended to dispose the Nation to think as he 
thought of the duke of Marlboiough and his 
adheients 

In 1711, competence, if not plenty, w'as again put 
into his pow'ei . He w'as, without the ti ouble of at- 
tendance, or the moitification of a lequest, made 
gazetteer. Swift, Fieind, Pi 101, and olhei men of 
the same paity, bi ought him the key of the gazet- 
teers office He was now again placed in a piofitable 
employment, and again thiew the benefit aw^ay. 
An Act of Insolvency made his business at that time 
particulaily troublesome , and he would not w'ait till 
hurry should be at an end, but impatiently lesigned 

It, 



KING 35 

it, and returned to his wonted indigence and amuse- 
ments 

One of his amusements at Lambeth, where he re- 
sided, was to mortify Dr lenison, the archbi'?hop, 
a publick festivit}, on the •surrender of Dunkirk 
to Hill an event with which Tenison s political bi- 
gotr) did not ‘suffer him to be delighted King was 
resolved to counteract his sullennes*?, and at the ex- 
pence of a few barrels of ale filled the neighbour- 
hood with honest merriment 

In the autumn of 1712, his health declined he 
grew weal cr by degrees, and died on Christmas da) 
Though his life had not been without irrcgulant), 
his principles were pure and orlliodov, and his death 
was pious 

After this relation it wall be natunll) «uppo«ed 
that his poems were rather the amusements of idle- 
ness than efforts of stud) that be endeavoured ra- 
ther to divert than astonish that his thoughts sel- 
dom aspired to <iubhmity and that, if his verse was 
easy and his images familiar, he attained what he 
desired His purpose is to be merry but perhaps, 
lo enjoy his mirth, it may be sometimes ncces ar) 
to think well of his opinions *■ 

* Dr Johnson appears to have made b«l little u e of the J ifc 
cf Dr King prefixed to jiw Worls inStols I77C toi hich 
)t may not be impertinent to refer the reader JHis talent for 
humour ought to be jirai-cd m the liighe t terms In that at 
least, he yielded to none of his conUmporanes C 
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^l^IOMAS SPRAT was bom m l6$6, at Talla- 
ton m Devonshiie, the son of a clergyman, and 
having been educated, as he tells of himself, not 
at Westminster or Eton, but at a little -school by the 
church-yard side, became a commoner of Wadham 
College in Oxfoid in 1(55 1 > and, being chosen scho- 
lar next year, pioceeded through the usual academi- 
cal course, and, in Id;, 7, became master of arts. 
He obtained a fellowship, and commenced poet. 

In 1 {j 50, his poem on the death of Oliver was 
published, with those of Drydcn and Waller. In 
his dedication to Di. Wilkins, he appears a very 
willing and libeial encomiast, both of the living and 
the dead He implores his pation’s excuse of his 
verses, both as falling “ so infinitely below the full 
“ and sublime genius of that excellent poet who 
“ made this way of wilting fiee of our nation,” and 
being “ so little equal and pi opoi honed to the re- 
‘ nown of a pi nice on wdiom they w^eie wiitten ; 

such gieat actions and lives deserving to be the 

“ subject 
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subject of the noblest pens incl most dnine phan- 
sies He proceeds Having so long expen- 
enced jour care and indulgence, and been formed, 
as It were, by j our oun hands, not to entitle you 
to anj thing nliich my meanness produces would 
“ be not only injustice, but sacrilege 

He published, the same jear, a poem on the 
Plague of Athens a subject of which it is not easy 
to say what could recommend it To these he 
added afterwards a poem on Air Cowlej s deatli 
After the Restoration he took orders, and by 
Coivley s recommendation was made chaplain to the 
duke of Buckingham, whom ho is said to have 
helped in writing tlie Rehearsal He was likewise 
chaplain to the king 

As he was the favourite of Wilkm«, at whoce 
house began those philosophical conferences and en- 
quiries which m time pnxluced the Ro\al So^'ietj, 
he was consequently engaged m the same studies, 
and became one of the fellows and when, after 
their incorporation somctlimg eemed neee«sai} to 
reconcile the pubhek to the new iii'^titution, he un- 
dertook to write its historv, which hi. published m 
1667 This is one of the few bool s which selection 
of sentiment and elegance of diction have been able 
to preserve, though written upon a subject flux and 
transitorj The Historv of the Royal Societv is now 
read, not with the wisli to I now what tlicj were 
then doing but liow tbeirTi ins actions are exhibited 
b} Sprat 

In the next vear he pubh bed Ohsatatioyis on 
Sorbicres Voyage into England, in a Littei to 

Ml 
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Mi\ Wren, lliis is a work not ill-performed ; but 
perhaps rewarded with at least its full proportion of 
piaise. 

In 1068 , he published Cowley’s Latin poems, and 
prefixed in Latin the Life of the Author , vt^hich he 
afterwards amplified, and placed before Cowley’s 
English woiks, which were by will committed to 
his caie. 

Ecclesiastical benefices now fell fast upon him. 
In 1668, he became a prebendary of Westminster, 
and had afterwaids the church of St. Maigaret, ad- 
joining to the Abbe3^ He was, in 1680, made canon 
of Windsor, in 1683, dean of Westminster, and, 
in ld84, bishop of Rochester. 

The Couit having thus a claim to his diligence and 
gratitude, he was required to unite the History of the 
Ry e-house Plot, and, in 1685, published A true 
Account and Declaration of the hoi rid Comjiiracy 
against the late King, his present Majesty, and the 
presenfGovernment; aperformance which bethought 
convenient, after the Revolution, to extenuate and 
excuse 

The sameyear, being cleik of the closet to the king, 
he was made' dean of the chapel-royal; and, the year 
aftei vvaids, leceived the last pi oof of his mastei’s con- 
fidence, by being appointed one of the commissioneis 
for ecclesiastical affairs On the critical day, when the 
Declaration distinguished the true sons of theChurch 
of England, he stood neuter, and peimitted it to be 
lead at Westminstei , but pressed none to violate 
his conscience , and, when the bishop of London was 
brought before them, gave ins voice in his favour. 

Thus 
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Tlius far lie suffered interest or obedience to cari\ 
him, but further he refii ed to go Wlien he found 
tint the jiouers of tlie ecclesiastiLal coinnii‘'Sion were 
to be exercised ngninst those who Ind lefused tlie 
Declaration, he wrote to the lords and other com- 
missioners, a formal profesMon of his unwillingness 
to exercise that autfiorit\ an^ longer, and withdrew 
himself from them Aftei tliej had read liis letter,. 
they adjourned for siv months, and scarcely ever 
met afterward'i 

hen king James was frighted away, and a new 
go\ernment was to be settled. Sprat was one of tho«!e 
who considered, in a conference, the great question. 
Whether tlie crown was vacant? and pipnfull^ spoke 
m favour of his old master, 

He complied, however, with tht new establish- 
ment, and was left unmolested but, in Idps, a 
strange attack was made upon him by one Robcit 
Young and Stephen Blackhead, both men convicted 
of infamous crimes, and both, when the ficheme was 
laid, prisoners in Newgate Tliese men drew up an 
Association, in winch thej whose names were sub- 
scribed declared tlieir resolution to restore king 
James to 'tize the princess of Orange dead or alive, 
and to he ready udJi th/rrj thousand men to meet 
king James when he should laud To this the\ put 
the names of Sincroft, Spiat, Marlborough, Salis- 
bury, ind others I he cop\ of Dr Sprats name 
was obtained by a fictitious lequc'^t, to which an 
answer tn Itis oiui hand was desired His iiand was 
copied so well, that he confessed it might have de- 
ceived himself Blackhead, who had earned tho 
fetter, being sent again w itli a plausible mes«:age, w as 

verj 
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very curious to see the house, and pai ticulai ly im- 
portunate to be let into the study , where, as is sup- 
posed, he designed to leave the Association This, 
however, was denied him ; and he diopped it m,a 
flowei-pot m the parloui 

Young now laid an infoimation befoie the Pi ivy 
Council , and May 7, iGq 2 , the bishop nas aiiested, 
and kept at a messengei’s undei a stiict guaid eleven 
days. His house was searched, and directions weie 
given that the fiowei-pots should be inspected The 
messengeis, howevei, misbed the 100m in which thp 
papei was left Blackhead went therefoie a thud 
time , and finding his jiapei njiere he had left it, 
brought it awa)’- 

The bishop, having been enlarged, was, on June 
the 10th and 13th, examined again befoie the Privy 
Council, and confionted with his accuseis. Young 
persisted, with the most obduiate impudence, against 
the stiongest evidence , but the lesolution of Black- 
head by degiees gave way Thcic leniained at last 
no doubt of the bi'^hop’s innocence, nho, nith gieat 
piudence and diligence, tiaced the piogiess, and 
detected the chaiacteis of the tno inloiineis, and 
published an account of his onn examination and 
deliveiance which made such an impiession upon 
him, that he commcraoiatcd it thiough life by a 
yearly day of thanksgiving 

With what hope, 01 what inteiest, the villains had 
contrived an accusation vv Inch they must know them- 
selves utterly unable to piove, was nevei discoveied 

Aftei this, he passed his days m the quiet exeicise 
of his function hen the cause of Sacheverell put 
tlie piibhck in commotion, he honestly appealed 

among 
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among the friends of the Church Helnedtohis 
seventy-ninth year, and died May 20, 1713 

Burnet is not very favourable to his memorv but 
he and Burnet were old rivals On some pubhck 
occasion the) both preached before the House of 
Commons There prevailed in those days an in- 
decent custom when the preacher touched any fa- 
\ourite topiclv in a manner that delighted his au- 
dience, their approbation was e\pres«?ed by a loud 
Imm^ continued in propoition to their zeal or plea- 
sure "When Burnet preached, part of his congrega- 
tion hummed so loudly and so long, that he sat down 
to enjoy it, and rubbed his face with his handker- 
chief When Sprat pleached, he likewise was ho- 
nouied with the like animating but he stretched 
out his hand to the congregation, and cried, “ Peace, 

‘ peace, I pray jou, peace 
This I was told in m} }outh b^ m) father, an old 
man, who had been no careless observer of the pas- 
sages of tliose time 

Burnet s sermon, sa^ s Salmon was remarkable foi 
sedition, and Sprat s for loyalty Burnet had the 
thanks of the House Sprat had no thanks, but a 
good living from the King which, he ‘•aid, was of as 
much value ao the thanks of the Commons 
The worl s of Sprat, besides. Ins few poems, are. 
The Histor} of the Rojal Society, The Life of Cow- 
ley, The Answer to Sorbiere, The History of the 
Rye house Plot, The Relation of his own Examina- 
tion, and a volume of Sermons I have heard it 
obser ed with great justness, thatever^ book is of 
a different kind, and that each lias its distinct and 
charactenstical excellence 

Mj 
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My business is only with Ins poems He con- 
sidered Cowley as a model , and suppo'^cd that, a<^ 
he nas imitated, peifection wa*: ajijiroached Ko- 
thmg, therefore, but Pindarick libeity was to be ex- 
pected Theie is in Ins few productions no want of 
such conceits as he thought excellent ; and of those 
our judgment may be settled b}*- the fii st that appeal ^ 
m Ins piaisc of Ciomw'cll, where he that 

Cromwell’s “fame, like man, will grow wlnt^^ it 

grows old,” 
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T. HE life of tlic Enrl of llalifiv «a!> jirojKrlv 
tint of HI artful anti nctne statesman, employed in 
bal incnif, parties, contrning ex]>c<licnt', mill com- 
bating opposition, ami expo «l to tin. Mcissitndes of 
adtancement and degrad ition but, in tins collec- 
tion, poetical merit is the claim to attention , and 
tilt account nliicli is litre to be expected mae pro- 
perly be proportioned not to Ins iiiflutnee in tlie 
state but to Ins rani among tilt writers of xcr'c 
Cliarles Jlontague was born April IC, lOCl, at 
Horton, m N oi tliamptonsbire, tlie son of Mr George 
Montague a younger on of the tail of Manchester 
He w is educated fiist m the country, and tlieii re- 
moied to Wcstinin ter, where, m 1(177, I'c w is 
chosen a kings Ecliolar, and recommended Iiim«clr 
to Busbv by Ins felicity m exteniporarv epigrams 
He contracted a aery intimate fiiendsliip with Mi 
Stepney and, m 1CS2, when Stejiney was eli cted at 
Cambridge, the cicttion of Mont iguo being not to 
proceed till the year following, he was afrml lest by 
being placed at Oxford he inight be scpaiatcd from 

his 
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his companion, and therefore solicited to be removed 
to Cambridge, without waiting for the ad\ antages 
of another yeai . 

It seems indeed time to n isli for a removal , for 
he was already a school-boy of one-and-tnenty. 

His relation, Di IVIontaguc, was then ma‘>tcr of 
the college in which lie was placed a fellow -com- 
monei, and took him under Ins paiticulai care 
Heie he commenced an acquaintance with the great 
Newton, which continued tin ough his life, and v. as 
at last attested by a legacy. 

In 1685, his veises on the death of king Chailes 
made such an impiession on the call of Doiset that 
he was invited to towm, and introduced by that uni- 
versal patron to the othei wuts In 1GS7, he joined 
with Prioi in the City Blouse and the Coanti y Blouse, 
a burlesque of Hiyden’s Ilind and Panther He 
signed the invitation to the Pimcc of Oiangc, and 
sat m the Convention. He about the same time mai - 
lied the countess dow^aoei of Manclie‘>tei . ainl m- 

O 

'tended to have taken orders , but aflenvaids altciuia 
his purpose, he pin chased for 1500/ the place of 
one of the cleiks of the council. 

After he had wiitten Ins epistle on the Mctoiv of 
the Boyne, his pati on Doiset mtioduced Inm to king 
William, w’lth this expiession Sii, I have bi ought 

^Blouse to wait on yoiu Majesty” To which the 
king is Scud to have replied, You do well to put 
“ me in the way of making a B'lan of him and 
ordeied him a pension of five hundied pounds. 
This stoi3% however curient, seems to have been 
made aftei the event. The king’s answei implies a 
gieatei acquaintance with our proverbial and fa- 
miliar 
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miliar diction than king Willnm could possibly ln\ e 
attained 

In being member of the House of Com 

monSj he argued uarmiy m favour of a law to grant 
the assistance of counsel in trials for high-treason 
and, in the midst of his speech falling into some 
confusion, was for a while silent but, recovering 
himself, observed, “ how reasonable it was to allow 
counsel to men called as criminals before a court 
“ of justice, when it appeared how much the pre- 
** sence of that a‘:sembly could disconcert one of tlieir 
own bodv * 

After this he rose fast into honours and empIoj« 
ments being made one of tlie commissioners of the 
treasujy, and called to the pnvj council Inl5p4, 
he became chancellor of tlic e\chequei and the 
next )ear engaged in the great attempt of the le- 
coinage, which was in two}ears happily completed 
In lG<)6, he projected the general fund^ and lai^ed 
the credit of the exchequer, and, after enquiry con- 
cerning a gnn*- of Irish crown lands, it wasdetermmed 
by a vote of the Commons, that Charles Montague, 
esquire, had deserted his Majesty s favour In l(?g8> 
being advanced to the/irstcommissionof the ti easing, 
* Mr Rep^ observes that this anecdote is related bj Mr \\ al 
pole m hjs Catalogue of Rojal and Noble Autliors of the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, author of the CliaracteristicI s but it appears to 
me to be a mistahe if we ire to undcretind that the words were 
spoXen by Shaftesbury at this time when he had no seat m the 
Hou^e of Commons nor did the bill pass at this time being 
thrown out by the House of Lords It becanre a law in tlie 7th 
William when Halifax and Shaftesbury both had seats The 
editors of the Biog Brit adopt fllr Walpole s story but they are 
not speaking of this period The story first appeared in the Life 
of Lord Haliihx published m 1715 C 


he 
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he was appointed one of the regency in the king’s 
absence ; the next year he was made auditor of the 
exchequei, and the yfar after created baron Halifax. 
He wasj however, impeached by the Commons ; but 
the articles weie disinisserl by the Louis. 

At the accession of Ouccn Anne he uas dismu'^cd 
From the council , and in the fii st pai Iiamcnt of her 
leign was again attacked b\ the Commons, and again 
escaped by the protection of the Lords. In 1704, 
he wiote an answer to Bromley's sjiecch against oc- 
casional confoiniit}* He headed the Enquiry into 
the dangei of the Chuich In lyot), he proposed 
and negotiated the Union with Scotland ; and when 
the elector of Hanover had leceiycd the Gartci, after 
the act had passed foi secuiing the Protestant Suc- 
cession, he ivas appointed to carry the ensigns of 
the oidei to the electoral court He sat as one of 
the judges of Sacheveiell; but voted for a mild 
sentence. Being now no longer in fa’ our, he con- 
trived to obtain a wiit for summoning the electoral 
piince to parliament as duke of Cambridge 

At the queen’s death he was appointed one of 
the regents , and at the accession of George the 
First was made eail of Halifax, longht of the Gai- 
ter, and fiist commissioner of the treasurjq with a 
giant to his nephew of the reveision of the auditor- 
■ship of theexchequei Moie was not to be had, 
and this he kept but a little w'hile ; for, on the igth 
of May, 1715, he died of an inflammation of his 
lungs 

Of him, who from a poet became -a patron of 
poets. It will be readily believed that the work-s 
would not miss of celebration. Addison began to 

praise 
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pnise Imn early, and was followed or accompanied 
by other poets perhaps by almost all, except Swift 
and Pope, who forboie to flatter him in his life, and 
nfter Ins death spoke of him, Swift wnth slight cen- 
sure, and Pope in the character of Buto with acri- 
monious contempt 

He was, ns Pope sajs, ‘‘fed with dedications ’ 
for Ticlell affirms tint no dedication was unre- 
warded To charge all unmerited praise with the 
guilt of flattery, and to suppose tint the encomiast 
always knows and feels the faPehoods of his asser- 
tions, IS surely to discover great ignorance of human 
nature and hum m life In determinations de 
pending not on lules, but on experience and com- 
parison, judgment is alwajs in some degree subject 
to afftction Very near to admiration is the wish 
to admire 

Every man willingly gives value to the praise 
which he receives, and cortsiders the sentence passed 
in his favour as the sentence of discernment We 
admire in a friend that understanding which selected 
us for confidence we admire more, in a patron, 
that judgment which, instead of scattering bounty 
indiscriminately, directed it to us and, if the pa 
tron be an author, those performances which grati- 
tude foibids us to blame, affection will easily dispose 
us to exalt 

To these prejudices, hardly culpable, interest 
adds a power always operating, though not always, 
because not willingly, perceived The modesty of 
praise wears gradually away, and perhaps the pride 
of patronage may be in time so increased, that modest 
praiSL will no longer please 

Many 
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Many a blandishment was practiced upon Halifax, 
which he would never ha\e knoivn, had he no other 
attractions than those of his poetiy, of which a short 
time has witheied the beauties It would now be 
esteemed no honoui, by a conti ibutoi to the monthly 
bundles of VGiscSj to be told, that, in strains either 
familial or solemn, he £-ings like Montague. 
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i HE Life of Dr PARNELL is 4 tek «liich 
I should \ery willingly decline> since it has been 
lately wntten by Goldsmith, a in in of such lanety 
of powers, and such felicity of performance, that he 
always seemed to do best that whicli he was doing 
a man who had the art of being minute without 
tediousness, and general without confusion who e 
language was copious without exuberance, exact 
witliout constraint, and easy without weakness 
What such an author lias told, who would tell 
again^ I ha\e made in abstract from his larger 
narrative and have this gratification from my at- 
tempt, that it gives me an opportunity of paj mg due 
tribute to the memory of Goldsmith 

To yag yeoaf efi ^avo^cov 

THOMAS PARNELL was the sdn of a com- 
tnbnwealthsman of the same name, who, at the 
Restoration, left Congleton in Cheshire, where the 
VoL X E family 
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family had been established foi several centurie-, 
and, settling in Ii eland, purchased an estate, vhicli, 
with his lands in Cheshire, descended to the poet, 
who was born at Dublin in iGjf) ; and, aftei the 
usual education at a grammar-'^chool, was, at the 
ajre of thiitecn, admitted into the Collepc, \\heie, 
in 1/00, he became mastei of arts , and was the 
same year ordained a deacon, though under the ca- 
nonical age, by a dispensation fiom the bishoj) ol 
Derry. 

Aboutthree yeai s aftcrw aids he \\ as made a pi ie^t ; 
and in 1705 Dr. Ashe, the bishop of Clogher, con- 
ferred upon him the archdeaconiy of Cloghei. 
About the same year he manied Mis Anne Mrn- 
<ihin, an amiable lady, by whom he had two ‘•oiw, 
who died young, and a daughtei nho long sunived 
him. 

At the ejection of the Whigs, m the end of queen 
Anne’s leign, Parnell was peisuaded to change his 
paity, not w^itliout much censuie from those whom 
he forsook, and was recened by the new inimsti}* as 
a valuable leinfoi cement When the eail of Oxfoi d 
was told that Di. Paincll w^aited among the ciowd 
in the outei room, he w'ent by the iiers’ asion of 
Swift, v/ith his treasiuer’s staff m his hand, to en- 
quire for him, and to bid him welcome; and, as 
may be inferred from Pope’s dedication, admitted 
him as a favourite companion to his comnvial hours, 
but, as it seems often to have happened in those 
times to the favouiites of the Gieat, wuthout atten- 
tion to his fortune, wdiich, however, was m no great 
jaeed of improvement. 


Painell, 
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Pirnell, ^\lio did not ambition or 

\vas desirous to make himself conspicuous, and to 
show hon worthy he uas of high preferment As 
he thought hipiself qualified to become a popular 
preacher, he displayed his elocution with great suc- 
cess m the pulpits of London but the queen s death 
putting an end to his e\pectations, abated his dili- 
gence md Pope represents him as filling from that 
time into intemperance of wine Tint in Ins latter 
life he was too much a Imcr of the bottle, is not de- 
nied but I have heard it imputed to a cause more 
likely to obtain forgiveness from mankind, the un- 
timely death of a darling son, or, as others tell, the 
loss ot his wife, who died (1712) m the midst of 
lus expectations 

He was now to derive every future addition to his 
preferments from his personal interest vvitli his pri- 
vate friends, and he was not long unregarded He 
was warmly recommended by Swift to Archbishop 
King, who gave him a prebend m 1715 and m 
May 1715 presented him to the vicarage of Finglass 
in the diocese of Dublin, worth four hundred pounds 
ayeai Such notice from such a man mchnes me to 
believe, that the vice of which he has been accused 
w IS not gros«, or not notonous 
But his prosperity did not last long IIis end, 
whatever was its cause, was now approaching He 
enjoyed his preferment little more than a year for 
in July 1717, in his thirty -eighth year, he died at 
Chester on his way to Ireland 
He seems to have been one of those poets who 
take delight in writing He contributed to the pa 
pers of that time, and probably published more than 
y 3 he 
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lie owlied He left many compositions behind liitii^ 
of which Pope selected those which he thought best^ 
atid dedicated them to the Eail of Oxford. Of these 
Goldsmith has given an opinion, and Ins criticism it 
is seldom safe to cdnti adict. He bestows just praise 
upon The Rise of Woman, The Fairy Tale, and the 
Pervigilium Veneris \ but has veiy propfeily le- 
maiked, that in The Battle of Mice and Frogs, the 
Gieek names have not m English their original effect. 

He tells us, that 71ie BoohiLorm is translated from 
Beza ; but he should hdve added, with modern ap- 
plications and, when he discoveis that Gay Bacchus 
is tianslated from Auguiellus, he ought to have le- 
niaiked that the lattei pait is purely Parnell’s. An- 
other poem, When Spi ing comes on^ is, he says, taken 
from the French* I n ould add, that the description 
of Barrenness, m his verses to Pope, was borrowed 
fiom Secundus , but lately seaiching for the passage, 
which I had formeily read, I could not find it. The 
Night-piece on Death is indirectly prefeiied by Gold- 
smith to Gray’s Chiu ch-yard , but, in my opinion, 
Giay has the advantage of dignity, vaiiety, and oii- 
ginality of sentiment He obsei ves, that the story of 
The Hermit is m More ’ 3 Dialogues and Howell’s Let- 
ters, and supposes it to have been originally Arabian* 
Goldsmith has not taken any notice of the Elegy 
to the old Beauty, which is peihaps the meanest; 
nor of the Allegory on Man, the happiest of Parnell’s 
pei formances Pile hint of the Hymn to Contentment 
I suspect to have been boi lowed fiom Cleiveland 
T he general chai actei of Pai nell is not great extent 
of comprehension, or feitility of mind. Of the little 
that appeals, still less is his own. His praise must 

he 
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be demed from the e^sy sweetness of Ins diction in 
his verses there is more happiness than pains he is 
spnghtly ivithout effort, and aUvajs delights, though 
he never ravishes every thing is proper, jet eveiy 
thing seems casual If there is some appearance of 
elaboration in 77ie Hermit^ the narrative as it is less 
airy, is less pleasing^ Of his other compositions it 
IS impossible to aaj whether thej are the productions 
of Nature, so excellent as not to want the help of 
Art, or of Art so refined as to resemble Nature 
This criticism relates only to the pieces published 
by Pope Of the large appendages which I find in 
the last edition, I can only saj^, that I know not 
whence they came, nor have ever enquired whither 
they are going They stand upon the faith of the 
compilers 

* Dr WortQD asks ' Less than what ^ C 
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IjAMUEL GARTH was of a good family 
Yorkshire, and from some school m his own country 
became a student at Peter-house m Cambridge, where 
he resided till he became doctor of physick on July 
the 7th, 1691 He was examined befoie the Col- 
lege at London on Maich the 12th, 1 dp 1-2, and 
admitted fellow June 2dth, idps He was soon so 
much distinguished by his conversation and accom- 
plishments, as to obtain very extensive practice ; 
and, if a pamphlet of those times may be credited, 
had the favour and confidence of one party, as Rad- 
chfie had of the other. 

He IS always mentioned as a man of benevolence ; 
and it IS just to suppose that his desire of helping 
the helpless disposed him to so much zeal for the 
Dispensary ; an undei taking of which some account, 
however short, is proper to be given 

Whether what Temple says be true, that physi- 
cians have had more learning than the other facul- 
ties, I will not stay to enquire , but, I believe, every 
man has found in physicians great liberality and dig- 
nity 



hity of sentiment, \ery prompt effusion of benefi- 
cence, and willin^ess to evert a lucntive art where 
there is no hope of lucre Agreeably to this cha- 
racter, the College of Physicians, in Tuly ifiS/, pub- 
lished an edict, requiring all thefellons, candidates, 
and licentiates, to give gratuitous advice to the neigh- 
bouring poor 

This edict n as sent to the court of aldermen and, 
a question being made to whom the appellation of 
the poor should be extended, the College answered, 
that It should be sufficient to bring a testimonnl 
from the clergyman officiating in tlie parish where 
the patient resided 

After a years experience, the physicians found 
their chanty frustrated by some malignant opposition, 
and made to a great degree vam by the high price 
of physick they therefore voted, m August ifiSS, 
that the laboratory of tlie College should be accom- 
modated to the preparation of medicines, and an- 
other room prepared fortlieirreception, and that the 
contributors to tlieevpenceshouldmanagethechanty 

It i\as now expected, that the apothecaries would 
have undertaken the care of providing medicines 
but they took another course Thinking the wliole 
design pernicious to their interest, they endeavoured 
to raise a faction against it m the College, and found 
some physicians mean enough to solicit their patron- 
age, by betraying to them the counsels of the Col 
Ipge The greater part, however, entoiced by a new 
edict, in lGf) 4 i the former order of 1687, and sent 
it to the mayor and aldermen, who appointed a 
committee to treat with the College, and settle the 
piode of admmistenng the chanty 
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It was desired by the aldermen, that the testimo- 
nials of church wai dens and ovei seers should be ad- 
mitted ; and that all hired seivants, and all appren- 
tices to handicraftsmen, should be considered as^oo?’. 
This likewise was gi anted by the College 
- It was then considered who should distribute the 
medicines, and who should settle their prices The 
physicians piocured some apothecaries to undertake 
the dispensation, and ofTeied that the waiden and 
company of the apothecaiies should adjust the price. 
'I'his offer; was rejected ; and the apothecaries who 
had engaged to assist the charitj'^ were consideied as 
ti alters to the company, threatened with the imposi- 
tion of ti oublesome offices, and detei i ed from the 
peifoimance of their engagements. The apotheca- 
ries ventuied upon pubhck opposition, and piesented 
a kind of remonstrance against the design to the com- 
mittee of the city, which the physicians condescended 
to confute ; and at least the traders seem to have 
pievailed among the sons of trade; for the proposal 
of the College having been consideied, a paper of 
approbation was diawn up, but postponed and for- 
gotten 

The physicians still persisted ; and m Kipd a sub- 
sciiption was raised by themselves, according to an 
agreement prefixed to The Dispensaiy. The poor 
weie, for a time, supplied with medicines, for how 
long a time, 1 know not The medicinal chanty-, 
like others, began with ardoui, but soon remitted, 
and at last died gradually away. 

About the time of the subsciiption begins the ac- 
tion of The Dispensary. The Poem, as its subject 
was piesbnt and populai, co-operated with passions - 
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and prejudices then pre\alent, and, with such auxi- 
hanes to its intrinsick merit, was universally and libe- 
rally applauded Iti>as on the side of cinnty against 
the intngues of interest, and of regular learning 
against licentious usurpation of medical authont} 
and nas therefore naturally favoured bj tliose vho 
read and can judge of poetry 

In 1597, Gartli spoke that nliich is now called 
the Harveian Oration which the autliors of tlie 
(Biographia mention w ith more pnise than thepassage 
quoted in their notes will full} justifj^ Garth, speak- 
ing of the mischiefs done by quacks, has these ex- 
pressions " Kon tamen tehs ^Tihierat ista agj rtarum 
" colluvies, sed thenaca quadani magis pemiciosa, 
** non pyrio, sed pulvere nescio quo cxotico certat, 
non globuhs plumbcis, sed piluhs sque Icthahbus 
interficit ' Tins was certainly thought fine bj 
Ihe author, and is still admired bj his bipgnpher 
tn October 1705^ he became one of the censors of 
he College 

I Garth, being an active and zealous Whig, was a 
nember of the Kit cat club, and, bj consequence, 
kmiharly known to all the great mtn of that deno- 
lunation In 1710» when the government fell into 
aher hands, he writ to lord Godolphin, on his chs»- 
mssion, a short poem, whicli was critici«:ed m the 
hcaminer, and so successful!} either defended or 
excused by Mr Addison, that, for the sake of the 
Yitdication, it ought to be preserved 
It the accession of the present familj his merits 
wee acknowledged and rewarded He was knighted 
win the sword of his hero, Marlborough and was 
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made physician in oidmary to the hing, and physi- 
cian-general to the army. 

He then undertook an edition of Ovid’s IMetainoi- 
phosesj translated by several hands, which he le- 
comniended by a Preface, 'written with more osten- 
tation than ability , his notions are half-formed, and 
his materials unmethodically confused. This wa? 
his last woik. He died Jan l8, 1717-18, and was 
bui led at Han ow-on-the-Hill 

His pel sonal character seems to have been social 
and libeial He communicated himself thiough a 
very wide extent of acquaintance ; and though lii m 
in a party, at a time when fiimness included viiu- 
lence, yet he impaited his kindness to those who 
were not supposed to fav'our his pi mciples He was 
an eaily encourager of Pope, and was at once the 
fiiend of Addison and of Gianville. He is accused 
of voluptuousness - and iiieligion; and Pope, w'hc 
says, that if ever there was a good Christian, w ith 
out knowing himself to be so, it was Hr. Gai th,’ 
seems not able to deny what he is angry to heai, anc 
loth to confess. 

Pope aftei wards declared himself convinced, thd; 
Garth died in the communion of the Church cf 
Rome, having been piivately leconciled It is ol- 
served by Lowth, that theie is less distance thaiiis 
thought between scepticism and popery , and thafa 
mind, wearied with peipetual doubt, wilhng] 3 r sects 
lepose m the bosom of an infallible Chuich. 

His poetiy has been praised at least equally to ts 
meiit In TJlc Dispensary theie is a stiain of smoth 
and free, veisification , but few lines are emineicly 

elegnt. 
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^leg'int No passages fill below mediocnty, '\nd 
feiv rise much aboie it The phn seems formed 
witliout just proportion to the subject the means 
and end Inve no nece<sar) connection Resnel, m 
his Preface to Pope's Essaj, remirhs, that Girt|i ex- 
hibits no discrimination of characters , and that what 
anv one sajs might, with equal jiroprietj, have been 
Slid by another Phe general design i*?, perhaps, 
open to criticism but the composition can ®eIdom 
be charged with inaccuracj or negligence The 
author never slumbers in •^elf indulgence his full 
vigour is alvvaj s exerted scarcelj a line is left unh- 
nished , nor la it to find an expression used by 
constraint, or a thought imperfectly expressed It 
was remarked by Pope, that TV/e Dispensary had 
been corrected m every edition, and that every change 
was an improvement It appear^, however, to want 
something of poetical ardour, and something of ge- 
neral delectation and therefore, since it has been no 
longer supported by accidental and intnnsick popu- 
Janty, it Ins been <carcely able to support itself 
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Nicholas rowl ^\as bom at Little Bcck- 

ford, in Bedfordshire, m 1()73- Ills family had 
long possessed a consideiable estate, Mitji a good' 
house, at Lambeitoun in Devonshire ' . Ills ancestor 
from whom he descended in a direct line received 
the arms borne by his descendants for his braAerj’ in 
the Holy War. His father, John RoA\e, v ho was 
the first that quitted his paternal acres to jiractise 
any part of profit, professed the laAV, and published 
Benlow's and Dalhson's Reports in the reign of 
James the Second, Avhen in opposition to the notions, 
then diligently propagated, of dispensing power, he 
ventured to remaik how^ low”^ Ins authors rated the 
prerogative. He was made a serjeant, and died 
April 30, 1692. He was buiied m the Temple 
phurch. 

Nicholas was first sent to a private school at High- 
gate , and, being afterw ards removed to Westmin- 


ster, 
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ster, at twelve) ears ^ chosen one of the kings 
schohrs His master was Bush), who suffered none 
oi his scholars to let their powers he useless, and 
his exercises in several languages arc said to have 
been written with uncommon degrees of e\cellencc> 
and jet to have cost lum very little labour 

At sixteen he had, m his fatliers opinion, made 
advances in learning sufficient to qualify him for the 
study of law, and was entercd a student of the Mid- 
dle Temple, where for some time he read Statutes 
and Reports witli proficiency proportionate to the 
force of his mind, which was alrcadj such that he 
endeavoured to comprcliend law, not as a senes of 
precedents, or collection of positive precepts but 
as a system of rational government, and impartial 
justice 

When he v as nineteen, he vvas, bj tlic death of 
Ins father, left more to his own direction, and pro- 
bably from that time sufTeicd law graduallj to give 
waj to poetry At twenty five he prorluccd T/it 
Ambitious Stcp’Moihe) j which was received with 
so much favour, that he devoted Iiim^jelf from that 
time wholly fo(^gaht literature 

His next tragedy (1702) was Tamc}la)iCf m which, 
under the name of Tamerlane, he intended to cha- 
racterize king William, and Lewis the Touiteenth 
under Bajazet The virtues of Tamerlane seem to 
have been arbitrarily assigned him by his poet, for I 
know not that history gives any other qualities than 
those which m ike a conqueror The fishion, how- 
ever, of the time wa*, to accumulate upon Lewis all 

* He was not elected till IC88 N 

that 
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that can laise lioiioni and detestation , and whatcf'ci^ 
good was withheld horn him, that it might not be 
thiown awa)'-, was bestowed upon king ^Vllham. 

This was the tiagedy which Rowe valued most, 
and that which )n obably, bv the help of political 
auxiliaries, excited most applause ; but occassional 
poe^must often content it-^elf w ith occassional praise 
Tamerlane has foi a long time been acteil only once 
a yeai, on the night when king "V^'ilham landed 
Oui quail el with Lewis has been long ovei , and it 
now giatifies neithei zeal noi malice to see him 
painted with aggiavated featines, like a Saiacen 
upon a sign 

T/ie Fan Penitent^ his next pioduction (1703), is 
one of the most pleasing ti agedies on the stage^ u heid 
It still keeps its turns of appealing, and probably mil 
long keejD them, foi theie is scaicely any uoik of any 
poet at once so interesting b}’^ the fablei, and so de- 
/ lightfiil by the Janguagfc. The stoiy is domcstick, 
and therefoie ea^ly leccived by the imagination, and 
assimilated to common life , the diction is exquisitely 
hai moniQUs, and soft or spi ightly as occasion requii es. 

The character of Lothaiio seems to have been ex- 
panded by 13 ichaidson into Lovelace , but he has 
excelled his 01 igmal in the moral elFect of the fiction. 
Lothario, with gaiety which cannot be hated, and 
biaveiy which cannot be despised, letams too much 
of the spectatoi’s kindness It was m the powei of 
Richaidson alone to teach us at once esteem and 
detestation, to make viituous lesentment ovei -power 
all the benevolence which wit, elegance, and cou- 
lage, natuially excite, and to lose at last the hero 
ill the villain. 


The 



Hie fifth net is not cqiinl to the former the 
events of tlie cinmn nre exhiustcd, nnd little renniiH 
but to talk of whatisjmt It Ins been observ ed, ^ 
that the title of tlie jilaj does not suflicicntl) cor- 
respond with tlic bclnMOur of Cniistn, who nt h‘'t 
shews no evident signs of repentance, but nn\ be 
reasonably suspected of feeling pain from detection 
rather than from guilt, and expresses more shame 
than sorrow, and more nge than shame 

lli« next (l/OdJ was O/^ifes whicli, with the 
common fate of my thological stone*', is now gene- 
rally neglected M c !n\c been too early acquainted 
witii the poetical lierocs, to expect any pleasure Iroiii 
their revival to chow them as tliey have alrcadv 
been shown, is to disgust by rcjictition to give them 
new qualities, or new adventure®, is to ofiend bv 
violating received notion® 

'Ihc Itayal Coiitci^ (1708) seems to have a better 
claim to longevity Hie fiblc is» drawn from an ob- 
scure and barbarous a^^c, to whichC FictioiT s are more 
easily and properly adapted, tor wlipn objects are 
imperfectly ®ecn, they easily take foims from inngi 
nation liie scene lies among our ancestors ni oui 
own country, and therefore verv eisily catches atten 
tion Rodog unej ia personage truly tragical, of liigh 
spirit, and violent passions, great witli tcin])estuous 
dignity, and wicked with a soul that would have 
been heroic! if it had been virtuous I lie motto 
seems to tell tliat this play was not successful 
Rowe does not always remember what his charac 
ters require In Tamerlane there is some ridiculous 
mention of the God of Love, and Rodogune, a sa- 

-- vage 


64 


R O W E 

vage Saxon, talks of Venus, and the eagle that teais 
the thundei of Jupitei. 

The play discovers its owh dale, by a predietion 
of the XJnion, in imitation of Cranmers prophetick 
promises to Hemy the Eighth. The anticipated 
blessings of union are not \ely naturally introduced^ 
_ nor veiy happily expiessed. 

h' He once (1706) tUed to change his hand. He 
ventured on a comedy, and pi oduced The Biter ; with 
which, though it was unfavourably tieated by the 
audience, he w^as himself delighted , foi he is said to 
have sat m the house laughing with gieat ^ eheinence, 
whenever he had, in his ow n opinion, pi oduced a jest. 
But, finding tliat he and the publick had no sympa- 
thy of miith, he tiied at hghtei scenes no more. 

After the Royal Convert (17I4) apjieaied Jane 
1 Shore, w'litten, as its authoi professes, in imitation 
' of Shahspeare'ii stifle. In w^hat he thought himself 
an imitator of Shakspcaie, it is not easy to conceive. 
'I’he numbeis, the diction, the sentiments, and the 
conduct, cveiy thing m w'hich imitation can consist, 
are 1 emote in the utmost degree fiom the manner of 
Shakspeare ; ivhose diamas it resembles only as it is 
an English stoiy, and as some of the peisons have 
their names in histoiy This play, consisting chiefly 
of elomestick scenes and piivate distiess, lays hold 
upon the heait. The wife is foi given because she 
lepents, and the husband is honoured because he 
forgives /I'his, theiefoie, is one of those pieces 
which We still welcome on the stacre 

_ o 

His last tragedy (1715) was Lady Jane Giey. 
This subject had been chosen by Mi. Smith, whose 

papers, 



papers ere put into Ro\^cs liands such a*? he de- 
scribes them in Ins preface This pla} Ins hkeuise 
^nk into oblivion From this time hega\e nothing; 
more to tlie stage 

Being bv n competent fortune e\emj)ted from anjr 
necessity of combating Ins inclination, he never wrote 
m distre-ss, and therefore does not apjiear to iiave 
ever w ntten in haste His works were finished to Ins 
own approbation, and bear few marks of negligence 
or hurry It is remaikable, that his prologues and 
epilog;uei> are all Ins own, though he sometimes sup- 
plied others, he afforded help, but did not solicit it 

As Ins studies necessaril} made him acquainted 
with Shakspeare, and acquaintance jirodiicedjvenera- 
tion, lie undertook (1700) '»n edition of his works, 
fiom which lie neitlier received mucli praise, nor 
seems to have expected it }et, I believe, those who 
compare it with former copies w ill Imd that he has 
done more than he promised and that, without the 
pomp of notes or boasts of criticism, many passages 
are happil} restored He prefixed a life of the au- 
thor, such as tradition, then almost c\piiing, could 
supply, and a preface , which cannot be said to 
discover much profundity or penetration He at 
feastcontnbutetf fo the popufanfy offns author 

He was willing enough to improve his fortune by 
other arts than poetry He was under-secretary for 
three y ears when the duke of Queensberrv was secre- 
tary of state, and afterwards applied to the earl of 
Oxford for some publick employment-^ Oxford 


^ Mr Fane a Preface ho>ve«er J3 not distinct as it might be 
supposed from this pa-sage from tlie Life E 
f Spence 
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enjoined him to study Spanish , and when, some time 
afteivraids, he came again, and said tliat lie had 
masteied it, dismissed him with'this congratulation, 
Then, Sir, I envy you the pleasure of leading Don 
Quixote in the original.” 

This storj^ IS sufficiently attested ; but why Ox- 
ford, who desired to be thought a favourer of htera- 
tuie, should thus insult a man of acknowledged me- 
rit, or how Rowe, who was so keen a Whig *' that 
he did not willingly conveise wuth men of the oppo- 
site paity, could ask piefeiment from Oxford ; it is 
not now possible to discover. Pope, who told the 
story, did not say on what occasion the advice was 
given ; and, though he owned Rowe’s disappoint- 
ment, doubted whethei any injuiy W'as intended him, 
but thought it rather loid Oxfoid’s odd icay. 

It is likely that he Ined on discontented through 
the lest of Oueen Anne’s leign , but the time came 
at last when he found kinder fi lends. At the acces- 
sion of king George he w'as made poet-lauieat , I am 
afiaid by the ejection of pool Nahum Tate, W'ho 
(1716) died in the Mint, where he was forced to 
seek shelter by extreme poverty. He w'as made like- 
wise one of the land-surveyoi s of the customs of the 
port of London. The piince of Wales chose him 
clerk of his council , and the loid chancellor Paikei, 
as soon as he leceived the seals, appointed him, un- 
asked, secietary of the presentations. Such an ac- 
cumulation of employments undoubtedly pioduced a 
very considerable levenue 

Having already tianslated some parts of JjiLcaifs 
Plidi sulia, which had been published in the Miscel- 

Spence 
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iinies, and doubtless recened imnj pni«es lid un- 
dertook a version of the whole work, which he lived 
to finish, but not to publish Jt seems to Inve been 
printed under the care of Dr Welnood, who pre- 
h\ed the authors life, m which is contained the fol- 
lowing character 

As to his person, it w as graceful and w ell made 
his face regular, and of a manl} beaut) As his 
soul was well lodged, soils rational and animal 
“ faculties e\celled in a high degree He had a 
“quick and fruitful invention, a deep penetration, 
“and a large compass of thouglit, with singular 
“ dexterity and easiness m making his thoughts to 
“ be understood He was master of most parts of 
“ polite learning, especiallj the classical authors, 
“ both Greek and Latin understood the Trench, 
“ Italian, and Spanisli languages and spoke the first 
“ fluently, and the other two tolerabl) well 

“He had likewise read most of the Greek and 
“ Roman histones m their original languages, and 
“ most tint are wrote in Lnghsh, Trencli, Italian, 
“ and Spanish He had a good taste m philosojihy 
and having a firm impression of religion upon his 
“ mmd, he took great delight m divinit) andeccle- 
“ snstical history, ni both which lie made great 
“ advances m the times he retired into tlie country, 
“ winch was frequent He expressed, on all occa- 
“ sions, his full persuasion of the trutli of Revealed 
“ Religion and being a sincere member of the 
“ Established Church himself, he pitied, but con- 
“ demned not, tho«e that dissented from it He 
“ abhorred the principles of persecuting men upon 
“ the account of their opinions m religion and, 
F 2 “ being 
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being stiict in bis own, be took it not upon him 
“ to censuie those of anotliei pei suasion His con- 
“ veisation was pleasant^ \Mtty, and learned, without 
the least tinctuie of aflectation oi pedantiy, and 
his inimitable mannei of divcitmg and enlivening 
“ the company made it impossible for any one to 
“ be out of humour when he was in it Envy and 
deti action seemed to be cntiiely foreign to his 
‘'^constitution, and ivhatcver piovocations he me^ 
“ with at any time, he passed them over w ithout the 
“ least thought of i esentment oi revenge. As Homer 
“had a Zoilus, so Mr Rowe had sometimes his; 
“ for theie weie not wanting malevolent people, and 
“ pietendeis to poetiy too, that would now-and-then 
“ baik at liis best perfoi mances , but he was conscious 
“ of his own genius, and had so much good-nature 
“ as to forgive them , nor could he ever be tempted 
“ to 1 etui n them an answer. 

“ The love of leaimng and poetry made him not 
“ the less fit foi business, and nobody applied him- 
“ self closer to it, when it lequiied his attendance. 
“ The late duke of Queensberiy, when he w'as secie- 
“ taiy of state, made him his secretary foi publick 
“ afFaii s , and when that ti uly gi eat man came to 
“ know him well, he w’^as never so pleased as wdien 
“ Ml Rowe was in his company After the duke’s 
“ death, all avenues weie stopped to his piefeiment; 
“and, dui mg the lest of thatieign, he passed his 
“ time with the Muses and his books, and sometimes 
“ the conveisation of his fi lends 

“ When he had just got to be easy in his fortune, 
“ and was m a f^ii u ay to make it better, death 
“ swept him away, and m him depiived the w-oild of 
^ f “ one 
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one of the best men, as well as one of the best ge- 
« muses of the ige He died like a Christian and a 
“ Philosopher, in chanty with all mankind, and with 
" an absolute resignation to tlie will of God He 
kept up his good humour to the last and took 
leave of his wife and friends, immediately before 
“ his last agonj, with the same tranquillity of mind, 
and the same indifference for life, as though he 
“ had been upon taking but a shortjoui ney He was 

‘‘ twice married first to a daughter of iVXr Parsons, 
one of the auditors of the revenue and afterwards 
" to a daughter of Mr Devenish, of a good family m 
" Dorsetshire By the first he had a son and by the 
" second a daughter, married afterwards to Mr Fane 
“ He died the si\tli of December, 1718, in the forty- 
“ fifth Jear of his age and was buried the nine 
" teenth of the same month in Westmmster-abbey, 
in the aile where many of our English poets are m- 
terred, over against Chaucer, his body being at- 
** tended by a select number of his friends, and the 
d».an and chbir officiating at the funeial 
To this character, which it. apparently given with 
the fondness of a friend, may be added the testimony 
of Pope, who says, m a letter to Blount, *' "Mr 
Rowe accompanied me, and passed a week in thq 
“ Forest I need not tell you how much a man of 
his turn entertained me but I must acquaint y ou, 
there is a vivacity and gaiety of disposition, almost 
“ peculiar to him, which make it impossible to part 
“ from him without that uneasiness which generally 
“ succeeds all our pleasure 

Pope has left behind him another mention of his 
companion, less advantageous, w hich is thus reported 
by Dr Warburton 
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Rowe, m Mr. dope’s opinion, maintained a de- 
cent charactei, but had no heait Mr Addison 
was justly offended with some behaviour which 
arose from that want, and estianged himself fiom 
him , which Rowe felt very seveiely. Mi. Pope, 
then common fiiend, knowing this, took an op- 
poitumty, at some juncture of Mr. Addison’s ad- 
vancement, to tell him how pooi Rowe was gi leved 
aX his displeasuie, and what satisfaction he ex- 
piessed at Mr, Addison’s good fortune, which he 
‘‘ expiessed so natuially, that he (Mi. Pope) could 
not but think him smceie. Mr Addison replied, 

^ I do not suspect that he feigned , but the levity - 
“ of his heait is such, that he is stiuck with any new , 
adventure, and it would affect him just m the 
same mannei , if he beard I was going to be 
‘Mianged’ Mi. Pope said he could not deny but 
Mr Addison undei stood Rowe well.” 

This censuie time has not left us the power of con- 
firming 01 lefuting, but observation daily shews, 
that much stress is not to be laid on hyperbolical ac- 
cusations, and pointed sentences, which even he that 
ntiers them desires to be applauded rathe'i than cre- 
dited Addison can haidly be supposed to have 
meant all that he said Few chai acters can bear the 
micrqscopick scrutinj'- of wit quickened by anger ; 
and perhaps the best advice to authois would be, that 
they should keep out of the way of one anothei . 

Rowe is chiefly to be considered as a tiagick wiiter 
and a tiansUfor, In his attempt at comedy he failed 
so ignomhiiously, that his Biter is not inserted m 
his works , and his occasional poems and shoit com- 
positions are raiely worthy of either praise or cen- 
auie, for they seem the casual sports of a mind 

' seeking 
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seeking rather to amuse its leisufe than to exercise 
its poivers c 

In tlie construction of Ins dramas, there is not 
much art he is not a nice observer of the Unities 
He extends time and vanes place as his convenience ^ 
lequires To v ary the place is not, in raj opinion,'^ 
any violation ofNatme, if the change be made be-'^ 
tneen the acts for it is no less easy for the specta- 
tor to suppose himself at Athens m the second act, 
than at Thebes in the first but to change the ‘scene, 
as IS done by Roue, m the middle of an act, is to 
add more acts to the plaj, since an act is so much of 
the busme‘'s as is transacted without mterruption 
Rowe, by this licence, easily extncates himself from 
difficulties as, m Jane Gra^^ when vve have been 
terrified with all the dreadful pomp of pubhek exe- 
cution, -and are wondenng how the heroine or the 
poet will proceed, no sooner has Jane pronounced 
some prophetick rhymes, than — pass and be gone — 
the scene closes, and Pembroke and Gardiner are 
turned out upon the stage 

I know not that there can be found m his plajs 
anv deep ^arch^jnto nature, any accurate di'^cumi- 
nations of kindred qualities, or nice disjilaj of pas- 
sion in fts progress dh is genera’i anb unciehncd 
Nor does he much interest or afftct the auditor, ex- 
cept in Ja}}e Shore, who is always seen and heard 
w ith pity Ahcia is a character of emptj noise, with 
no resemblance to real sorrow orio natural madness 
Whence, then, has Rowe bis reputation ^ Prom 
the reasonableness and propriety of some of his 
scenes, from the^^Ie^^cq of his diction, and the 
^avity^ hi s verse He seldom moves either pity 
' * or 
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or terrour, but he often elevates the Gentimdnts ; 
he seldom pieices the breast, blithe always delights 
' the ear, and often impiovcs the iindei standing. 

His translation of the Golden Verses, and of the 
first book of Quillefs Poem, have nothing m them 
remaikable. The Golden Vetses are tedious 

The version of Lnccni is one of the gi eatest pro- 
ductions of English jioetiy; foi there is perhaps none 
that so completely exhibits the genius and spint of 
the original Lucan is distinguished by a kind of 
dictatoiial or philosophick dignity, rather, as Quin- 
tilian observes, declamatory than poetical , full of 
ambitious moiahty and pointed sentences, comprised 
in vigorous and animated lines This chaiacter 
Rowe has very diligently and successfully pi esened. 
His versification, which is such as his contempoia- 
ties piactised, without any attempt at innovation or 
impiovement, seldom wants either melody or force. 
His authoi's sense is sometimes a little diluted by 
additional infusions, and sometimes weakened by 
too much expansion. But such faults are to be ex- 
pected in all translations, fiom the cdnstiamt of 
measures and dissimilitude of languages. The 
Phar^aha of Rowe deseives more notice than it ob- 
tains, and as it is more lead will be more esteemed . 

^ The Life of Rowe is a Aely remarlcable instance of the un- 
common stiength of Dr Jolinson’s memoiy When I leceived 
fioin him Uie MS he Complacently obsei ved, " that the cnticism 
was toleiably well done, considering that he had not read one of 
Rowe’s Plays for thirty yCars N. 
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Joseph ADDISON was born on the first of Mi) 
1 (j 72, nt Mil«ton, of wliidi bis father, Lancelot 
Addison, ^^as then rector, near Ainbro ebiirj m 
Wiltshire, and appearing weak and unhld^ to Ine, 
he was christened the sonic da^ After the nsinl 
domcstick education which from tlie cliaractcr of 
his father nnj bcrcasombl) siijj|)o«cd to ]n\e gnen 
him strong impressions of piet), he was committed 
to the care of Mr Naish at Ambro«tbiir^, and afler- 
wardsofMr lajlor at Sahsbur} 

Not to name the school or the masters of men il- 
lustrious for literature, is a kind of historical fraud, 
by which honest fame is injiinou'sl) diminished I 
would therefore trace him through the whole process 
of Ins education In 108$, in the beginning of his 
twelfth j ear, his fatlier, being made dean of Lich- 
field, naturally carried liis fimily to his new resi- 
dence, and, I believe, placed him for some time, 
probably not long, under Mr Shaw, then master of 
the school at Lichfield, father of the late Dr Fetcr 
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Shaw. Of this interval his bi(5graphei*s have given 
no account, and I know it only from a story of a 
havrwg-out, told me, when I was a boy, by Andiew 
Corbet of Shiopshire, nho had heaid it from Mr. 
Pigot his uncle. 

The practice of harring-out was a savage licence, 
piactised m many schools to the end of the last cen- 
tuiy, by which the boys, when the periodical vaca- 
tion drew near, growing petulant at the apjn oach of 
liberty, some days before the time of regular recess, 
took possession of the school, of which they barred 
the doors, and bade their mastei defiance horn the 
windows. It is not easy to suppose that on such 
occasions the master would do more than laugh ; 
yet, if tradition may be credited, he often struggled 
hard to foice oy surpiise the gariison The master, 
when Pigot was a school-boy, was hai red-out at 
Lichfield, and the whole ppeiation, as he said, was 
planned and conducted by Addison 

To judge bettei of the probabihtj^ of this stoiy, I 
have enquiied when he was sent to the Chartreux ; 
but, as he vas not one of those wlio enjoyed the 
Foundei’s benefaction, there is no account preserved 
of his admission At the school of the Chaitieux, 
to which he was removed either fiom that of Salis- 
^ buiy or Lichfield, he jiuisued his juvenile studies 
under the care of Dr Ellis, and conti acted that inti- 
macy with Sir Richai d Steele, which then joint la- 
bours have so effectually lecoided. 

Of this memorable fiiendship the greater piaise 
must be given to Steele It is not hard to love those 
from whom nothing can be feaied, and Addison 
never consideied Steele as a rival , but Steele lived, 
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'IS he confesses, under nn Inbitual subjection to tlie 
j)redominitin£^ g;enius of Addison, nliom he always 
mentioned witli reference, and trcatLd with obsequi- 
ousness 

Addi«!on \\hoknen his own dignit}, could not 
always forbear to shew it, br pliMiign little upon 
his admirer but he was m no danger of retort his 
jests w ere endured w ithout resistance or resentment 
But the sneer of jocularilj was not the worst 
Steele, whose imprudence of generosity, or \anitj of 
profu'Jion, kept him aU\a\s incurablj necessitous, 
upon some pressing CMgeiicc, in an e\il hour, bor- 
rowed an hundred pounds of his friend, probablj 
ivitliout much purpose of repa\ment but Addison, 
who seems to ha\c had other notions of a Iiiindred 
pounds, grew impatient of dclv}, and reclaimiKl Ins 
loan by an c\ecution Steele ielt witli great sensi- 
bility the obduracy of his tre<!itor, but wuh emo- 
tions of sorrow rather than oi anger | 

In 1687 he was entered into Queen s College m 
Otford, where, in iCfep, tlie accidental perusal of 
some Latin verses gained him the patronage of Dr 
Lancaster, afterwards piovost ol Queens College 
b) who«e recommendation be was elected lutg M ig- 

* Spence 

f “nxis fact ^vas commujiicatcd to Johnson m niv hr iniij, b} a 
per on of unquestionable \eracii> but whose inmc I am not at 
liberty to mention He had it as he told us from 1«1> Pnm 
ro e to whom Steele related it with liars in hia eje^ The I itc 
Dr Stinton confirmed it to me Lv fiavin^ that he liad htanl it 
fiom Mr Hooke author of the Koinaii Hi loiy and he fiora 
Mr Pope H 

See in Steeles Fpistoliiy Correspondence 1809 %ol I 
pp 208 85C* this Iran action somewhat diflcrcntl) rcl ted N 
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dalen College as a Demy, a leim by winch that so- 
ciety denominates those whicli aic elsewheie called 
Scholars, young men, who pai take ol the foundei’s 
benefaction, and succeed in their oidei to \acant 
fellowships 

Here he continued to cultivate poctiy and criti- 
cism, and giew fust eminent by his Latin composi- 
tions, which aie indeed intitled to paiticulai praise. 
He has not confined himself to the imitation ol any 
ancient author, but has formed his style from the 
geneial language, such as a diligent perusal of the 
productions of diifcient ages happened to sujiply 
, His Latin compositions seem to have had much of 
his fondness, foi he collected a second \ oliime of the 
Musce yhigl/canca, peihaps foi a convenient iccep- 
tacle, m nhich all his Latin pieces aie inseitcd, and 
where his Poem on the Peace has the fust place. 
He afteiwaids presented the collection to Boileau, 
who, from that time, conceived,’" sa} s Tickell, 
“ an opinion of the English genius foi poetiy.” 
Nothing IS bettei known of Boilcau, than that he 
had an injudicious and peevish contempt of modei n 
Latin, and theiefoie his piotession of legaid was 
probably the effect of his civility lathei than appro- 
bation 

Thiee of his Latin poemsaleuponsubJectson^^hlch 
perhaps he would not have ventuied to have wiitten 
in his own language IVie Battle of the Pigmies 
and Cranes , The Bai ometei ; and Bowlins- 
green When the matter is low oi scanty, a dead 
language, m which nothing is mean because nothing 

He took the degiee of M A, Feb 14, 1G93 N 
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IS familiar, nfionU pmt comLnicncc^ 'ind, 1 j} tlic 
onorous nnpiiliCLnccof nonnii s\ Ihbits tlic 
conceils ptnur} of tliou^ht, nu! u'nnt of iiovlII), 
often from the reader, nm! ofttii from Inin'df 
In Ins tuent\ ectm<l \ oar lit slitn ctl Ins poivtr 
of I n"Ii‘=li pottrv In «oniL xtrsc** nddrt cd to Dr)- 
den nnd «oon afttrxMrds pttblidial \ tnn<htion of 
the "reattr part of the 1 ourtli (icorpirk »]ion Ilces 
after winch, v'\\s Drsden, “mj htli r sw-ann is 
liirdl} north the Invtn^” 

About the <amt time he lomjio txl the arpninents 
prefixed to the stieral hooks of Dr; din Virpl 
and produetd an L«<a\ on iht (icijrpcks, jintndi, 
sujKrhcnl, ind nninstrnetni nilhout mueli i itliur 
of lilt cholars Iearnm„ or lilt criliel 6|KnLtntion 
His next jn|Kr of \ir ts contained a chapitUrof 
the printipa) I n^hdi pot I , in erihiHl to Htnrj Sa- 
clievtrtlj, nhon-asthin if notnjmd, a nnttr of 
terses*^ ISIS hennh) his \tr<ion of n small part of 

* A Itltcr nliii li I fmiml nmon^ Dr JoJm on a iiaj»rr^ ihU I 
in Jiniwr) I'bl from n l-tfh m t\Ht Inn conlimt a di rentn 
of <niP imiwrtanci. m httrarj In tor) m tint I % tin nutaU 
II S jircfiicd lo iIjc jKK-m %\t ire not to wndi r land llit r«ijion« 
Dr Hcnr) *^atlic>ircll olio'ctnal n ihc ino l mnark ibl« ina 
dent in Iin life llic inrunnation tliui coinnuinicutid i< that 
the iLfkCs m qiU‘<(ton Men- nut an addrr s to ilir funoui Dr Sa 
cliocnJl but to a III) m(,ini<mi giiitKmm of tbi sann name 
nbu died )oun^ fiq po cd to lie n M ml Minn fur tli «t be unite 
the Iii5tui) of tlic I le of Xian ‘—Hi it tla per on I It Ith |)i]>crs 
to Air AdJi on and had fonnetl n plan «f n tn"i,d) njwui the 
death of SucratiM I id) ^3)% elic Ind Him infurnution from 

a Mr StcphciM uho u w a f How of Merton CoUc^a: n contem 
pomt) and inlniutc uith Mr Addison in Oxfonl uho died 
near uO) cars ogo a pixbcndirj of Wmcliotti H 

\ jrgiis 
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Virgil’s Geo]gid(‘, publi'-becl in the Misrelianies * 
and a Latin encomium on Onccn Mary, in the 

^ w ♦ 

Angllcancc These vei «Cb exhibit all the fondness of 
friendship, but, on one side oi the other, hiendshi]) 
was alterwaids too weak loi the malignity of faction. 

In this poem is a vei y confident and discriminate 
chaiactei of Spensei, \diose woilc he had then never 
“lead^^ So little soinctiincs is ciiticism the efTect of 
judgment It is neccssaiy to inform the reader, that 
about this tune he was intioduced by Congreve to 
Montague, then Chancelloi of the lilxchequer. Ad- 
dison was then leaining the trade of a coin tier, and 
subjoined Montague as a poetical name to those of 
Cowley ^ind of Dryden 

By the influence of Mi Montague, concurring,, 
accoidmg to Tickell, with his natuial modesty, he 
was dwelled fiom his original design of enteiing into 
holy orders Montague alledged the con uption of 
men who engaged m civil emplo}^ments without li- 
beral education , and dcclaied, that, though he was 
represented as an enemy to the Chinch, he would 
nev^ei do it any injuiy but by withholding Addison 
from it 

Soon after (in l0p5) he w»ole a poem to king 
William, with a iliyming mtioduction, addiessed to 
lord Someis King Vv'^ilham had no legard to ele- 
gance or liteiature , his study was only w'^ai , jmt by 
a choice of ministers whose disposition was veiy dif- 
ferent from his own, he procuied, without intention, 
a veiy iibeial pationage to poetiy. Addison was 
caressed both by Somers and Montague. 


Spence 


In 



ADDISON 


79 


In 1^57 nppe'ired his Latin verses on the Peace 
ofRysnick, which he dedicated to Montague, and 
which was afterwards called, by Smith, “the best 
Latin poem since the ^neid Praise must not 
be too rigorously examined but the performance 
cannot be denied to be \igorous and elegant 

Having yet no publick cinploj raent, he obtained 
(m 1 G 99 ) a pension of three hundred pounds a year, 
that he might be enabled to travel He staid a } ear 
atBlois*, piobably to learn the 1 lench language, 
and then proceeded in las journey to Italy, which he 
survejed with the ejes of a poet 

While he was tra\elling at leisure, he was far 
from being idle for he not only collected his ob- 
servations on the country, but found time towute 
Ins Dialogues on i^Iedals, and four Acts of Cato 
Such at least is the relation of Tickell Perhaps he 
onlj collected his materials, and formed his plan 
W hateverweieliis other employments in Italy, he 
there wiote the letter to lord Halifa? , which isjustly 
considered as tlu most elegant, if not the most sub- 
lime, of Ins poetical productions But in about two 
j ears he found it necessary to hasten home being, 
a-? Swift mfoims us, distressed by indigence, and 
compelled to beceJme the tutor of a travelling Squire, 
because his pension was not remitted 

At his retuin he published his Travels, with a 
dedication to lord Somers As his stay m foreign 
countries was •'hort, his observations are such as 
might be supplied by a hasty view, and consist 
chiefly m comparisons of the present face of the 
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connlr}M\ith tlic d''sfn])lions left ns bv ibr- P>onian 
poets, iioiTi whom lu in.uU* })U,j).M.itois < niU' luiO'', 
though he niiglit ha\L sjjaud the lionhlr, had he 
known tliat Mich colleftioii'. had l)cen madi* twice be- 
loie by Italian authors 

The most ainusnig j)ass,tni; f)f his book is Ins ac- 
count ol the minute lejuililirk o( Sail Maimo ol 
manypaits it is not a \eiy severe ctnsiiK to s.ug 
that they might Inue bmi wiitifm at home ilis 
elegance of language, and vain gallon of jirose and 
veisc, how'cvei, gams upon the readci : and the 
book, though awhile neglected, became m time so 
much the favouiite of the jnibhek, that belore it 
■was repimted it rose to fiv'c limes its jiricc. 

When he letinncd to England (in 1702), with a 
meanness of ajijicaiance whieh gave lestimonv of 
the dilhculties to which he had been i educed, he 
found his old pations out of jiowci, and was thcie- 
foie, for a time, at hill leisuie lor the cultivation of 
Ins mind , and a mind so cultivated gives leason to 
believe that little tunc was lost. 

But he lemamcd not long neglected 01 useless. 
The victoiy at Blenheim (3704) spiead trium])h and 
confidence ov’^cr the nation , and loid Godol{)hin, la- 
menting to loicl Halifax, that it had not been cele- 
brated m a rnannet equal to the subject, de‘'iicdliim 
to propose it to some bettei poet. Halifax told 
him, that theie was no encouiaoeinent foi genius; 
that woithless men weic inquofitably eniiched with 
pubhek money, without any caie to find or em- 
ploy those whose appeal ance might do honour to 
then countiy To tins Godolphm lephed, that such 
abuses should in time be lectified , and that, if a 

man 
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man could be found capable of the task then pro- 
posed, he should not want an ample recompense 
HahfaK then named Addisdn, but required that the 
Treasurer should apply to him in his own person 
Godolphm sent the message by Mr Boyle, aften\ ards 
lord Carleton , and Addison, having undertaken the 
work, communicated it to the Treasurer, while it 
was yet advanced no farther than the simile of tlie 
Angel, and was immediately rewarded by succeeding 
Mr Locke in the place of Commissioner of Appeals 
In the following j ear he was at Hanover with lord 
Halifa\ and the year after he was made under se- 
cretar} of state, first to Sir Charles Hedges, and m 
a few months more to the earl of Sunderland 

About this time the preval ent taste forJtahan 
opera<Mnchned him to try what would be the effect 
of a musical Drama in our own language He there- 
fore WTote the opera of Rosamond, which, when e\- 
Iiibited on the «tage, was either hissed or neglected 
but, trusting that the readers would do him more 
justice, he published it, wath an inscription to the 
dutchess of Marlborough a woman without si ill, 
or pietensions to skill m poetry or literature His 
dedication was therefore an instanc e of s^ile absur- 
dity, to b e exceeded onij b> JosliuaTlarnes s dedi 
cation of a Greek Anacreon to the Duke 
His reputation had been somewhat advamced b) 
The Tender ITiishandj a comedy which Steele dedi- 
cated to him, with a confe'^sion that he owed to him 
several of the most successful cenes To this plaj 
Addison supplied a prologue 
When the Marquis of Wharton was appointed 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, \ddi‘5on attended him as 
his secretary and was made keeper of the records in 
VoL X G Burning- 
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Birmingham's To wci, n ith a ‘:alary of tlirce hiinflrcct 
pounds a year. Tlie olhce was htclc iik .o iiian no- 
jfiinalj and tlie salary \Nas augmented for his accom- 
modation. 

Intel est and faction all^v, !,t Je to the operation of 
particular di‘=pontin,i- oi jir.% itc opinions 1 uo 
men of personal chaiaci^rs more oppo‘^lte than those 
of Whaiton and Addison could notcasil}' he brought 
together, \\liaiton nas impious, jirofligalc, and 
shamclessj without legard, oi apjieaiance of regal d, 
to light and niong'*' : \vhak\cr is contrary to this 
may be said of Addison ; but as agen<s of a party 
they nerc connected, and how they adjusted their 
other sentiinciits wc cannot know. 

Addison, howe\ci, must not be too hastily con- 
demned It IS not neccssai} to refuse benefits from 
a bad man, when the acceptance implies no appro- 
bation of Ins crimes , nor has the subordinate ofiicer 
any obligation to examine the opinions or conduct 
of those under whom he acts, cxcejit that he may 
not be made the insliumcnt of wickedness It ;s rea- 
sonable to suppose that Addison countci acted, as fai as 
he w'as able, the malignant and blasting influence of 
the Lieutenant , and that at least by his mtenention 
some good was done, and some mischief prevented. 

When he w^as in ofiice, he made a law to himself, 
as Swift has lecoided, never to remit his regular 
fees in civility to his fi lends* “foi,” said he, “I 
“ may Have a hundred fi lends ; and, if my fee be 
“ two guineas, I shall, by lelinquishing my right 
lose two bundled guineas, and no fiiend gam more 

^ Dr Johnson appeals to lia\e blended the character of the 
Ivlai quis ^nth that of his son the Dulvc. N. 
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than h\o there is thereforeno proportion between 
the good imparted and the evil suffered 
He was m Ireland when Steele^ without anj com- 
munication of his design, began the publication of 
the Tatler but he was not long concealed by in- 
serting a remark on Virgil, which Addison had 
given him, he di covered himself It is indeed not 
easy for any man to write upon literature or common 
life, so as not to make himself known to those with 
whom he familiarly converses, and who are ac- 
quainted wth his track of stud^, his favourite to- 
pickj his peculiar notions, and his habitual phrases 
IfSt&Ie desired to write m secret, he was not 
lucky a single month detected him His first Tat- 
ler was published April 22 (1709) and Addisons 
contribution appeared May 26 Ticl ell observes, 
that the Tatler began and was concluded without 
his concurrence This is doubtless literally true, 
but the work did not suffer much by his unconscious- 
ness of its commencement, or his absence at its ces- 
sation for he continued his assistance to Decem- 
ber 23, and the paper stopped on January 2 He did 
not distinguish his pieces by any signature and I 
know not whether his name was not kept secret till 
the papers were collected into volumes 

To the Tatler, in about two months, succeeded 
the Spectator a senes of essays of the same kind, 
but written with less levity, upon a more regular 
plan, and published daily Such an undertal mg 
shew ed the w nters not to distrust their own copious- 
ness of materials or facility of composition, and their 
performance justified tlieir confidence They found, 
however, in their progress, many auxiliaries To 
c 2 _ attempt 
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attempt a single paper uas no terrifying labour, 
many pieces wcie offeied, and many were received. 

Addison bad enough of the /cal of ])aity; but 
Steele bad at that time almost nothing else 1 lie 
Spectator, in one of the first papeis, sbened the po- 
litical tenets of its authors; but a resolution was soon 
taken, of couiting general apjuobation b) gencial 
topieks, and subjects on which faction had jiioduccd 
no diversity ofsentnnents , stu h as bteratui e, nioi ality, 
and familial life. JIo this piacticc they adhered with 
feiv deviations The aidoui of Steele once bioke out 
in praise of Marlboiough ; and when Dr Fleetwood 
prefixed to some sei mons a ])i cface, overflow mg w ith 
whiggish opinions, that it might be read by the 
Queen it was icprintcd in the Sjiectator. 

/ To teach the minuter decencies and mienor duties, 
to regulate the practice of daily convei^ationj to cor- 
rect tliose depravities w'liich are rather ndiculous 
than cnminal, and remove those giicvancrs which, 
if they produce no lasting calamities, iinpi c^s hourly 
vexation, W'as first attempted by Casa in his book of 
Manners, and Castiglionc in Ins Com tier , tw o books 
yet celebiated in Italy for purity and elegance, and 
which, if they are now less read, are neglected only 
because they have eflected that lefoiination winch 
their authois intended, and then pieccpts now^ are 
no longer wanted Then usefulness to the age m 
which they weie WTittcn is sufficiently attested by 

^ This particular number of the Spectator it is said, iias not 
published till twelve o’clock, that it might come out prccisolj at 
thehoui of her Majesty’s bieakkist, and that no Ume might be 
left for deliberating about selling it up ^Ylth that meal, as usual 
See the ediUon of the Tatlek with notes, vol ^^[ No. 271, 7 io;e 
p 452, &c. N. 
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the tnnshtions which almost all the nations of 
Euiojje nei'e in haste to obtain 

This species of instruction was continued, and 
perhaps advanced, the Trench among whom La 
Bru}eres Manners of the Age, though, as Boileau 
remarked, it is wntten without connectionj certainly 
deserves praise, for h^elmess^of description and just- 
ness of observation 

^Befor^he Tatler and Spectator, if the writers for 
the theatre are excepted, England had no masters of 
c ommon l ife No writers had jet undertaken to re- 
form either the savagencss of neglect, or the imperti 
nence of civility to shew when to speak, or to be 
silent how to refuse, or how to complj Wc had 
manj books to teach us our more important duties, 
and to settle opinions in philo'^opliy or politicks, but 
an Arhit*>i Lleganttarum,(^^*\^^f pro prie^ , was 
yet wanting, who should survey ~tlie track ^ daily 
conversation, and free it from thorns and prickles, 
which teazethepasser, though tlieydo notwoimd him 
Tor this purpose nothing is so proper as the fre- 
quent publication of short pajiers, which we read not 
as study but amusement Jf the subject be slight, 
tlie treatise is short The busy may find time, and 
the idle may find patience 

This mode of comej mg cheap and easj knowledge 
began among us m tlie Civil War"*^, when it was 

* Ne\^spape^s ippeir lo Inve hatl an oarlicr dite than here as 
signed Clcivebnd in lus Qianctcr of a London Diurnal says 
The original sinner of this Kind was Dutch, Callo belgicus the 
Protoplast and the Moilem Meicuries but Hans cn ktlders 
Some intelligence en by Mcrcunits C alln bclgicus is mentioned 
inCirewh Survey of Cornwall p 12C 01 igmally published in 
1G02 Tlie e vehicles of information are often mentioned m the 
plays of James and Charles the First K 


much 


much the inteiest of either party to raise and fix' the 
piejudices of the people. At that time appeared 
Mercurius Auhcus, Mercurius Rusticus, and Mer- 
cunus Civicus It is said, that when any title grew 
popular, It was stolen by the antagonist, who by this 
stiatagem conveyed his notions to those A\ho would 
not have received him had he not worn the appear- 
ance of a friend. The tumult of those unhappy days 
left scarcely any man leisure to treasure up occasional 
comjDositions , and so much were the}'^ neglected, 
that a complete collection is no where to be found 

These Mei curies weie succeeded by L’Estrange’s 
Observator; and that by Lesley’s Rehearsal, and 
perhaps by others , but hitherto nothing had been 
conveyed to the people, in this commodious manner, 
but controveisy relating to the Church or State, of 
which they taught many to talk, whom they could 
not teach to judge. 

It has been suggested, that^ie Royal Spciety was 
instituted soon aftei the Restoiation, to diveitthe 
attention of the people fiom pubhck discontent. 
The Tatler and Spectator had the same tendency ; 
they were published at a time when two paities, 
loud, restless, and violent, each with plausible de- 
clarations, and each peihaps without any distinct 
termination of its views, weie agitating the nation; 
to minds heated with political contest they supplied 
cooler and more inoffensive reflections , aud it is said 
by Addison, in a subsequent woik, that they had a 
perceptible influence upon the conversation of that 
time, and taught the frohck and the gay to unite 
merriment with decency , an effect which they can 
never wholly lose, while they continue to be among 

the 
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the first books by which both se\es are initiated m 
the elegances of knowledge 

The Tatler and Spectator adjusted, like Casi, the 
unsettled practice of daily intercourse byjorgpuety 
and politeness , and, like La Bruyere, exhibited the 
Characters and Manne rs of theAge The per‘?onages 
introduced m these papers weie not ' merely ideil 
they were then known, and_con«picuous in various 
stations Ot the Tatler this is told by Steele in his 
last paper and of the Spectator by Budgel in the 
preface to 1 heophrastus, a book which Addison has 
recommended, and which he was suspected to have 
revised, if he did not write it Of those portraits, 
which may be supposed to be sometimes embellished, 
and sometimes aggravatetl, the originals are now 
partly know n and partly forgotten 
But to «ay that they united the plans of two or 
three eminent writers, is to give them but a small 
part of their due praise they snperadded literature 
and criticism, and «ometiines towered far above their 
predecessois and taught, with great justness of ar- 
gument and dignity of language, the most impoitant 
duties and sublime truths ^ 

All these topicks were happi!) vaned with elegant 
fictions and refined allegories md illuminated with 
dififerent changes of st^le and felicities of mvenlion 
It is recorded bj~BudgeH, that of the characters 
feigned or exhibited in the Spectator, the favourite 
of Addison was Sir Boger de Coverley, of whom he 
had formed a verj delicate and disciiminate idea*. 


* The errors in this account are exphmecl at considerable 
length jn the Preface to the Spectator prefixed to the edition m 
the British Essayists The ongiiul delineation of Sir Roger 
pndoubtcdJj b longs to StcUe C 
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which he would not suffer to be violated , and there- 
forej when Steele had shewn him innocently picking 
up a gill in theTemplCj and taking her to a tavern, 
he drew upon himself so much of his friend’s indig- 
nation, that he was foiced to appease him by a pro- 
mise of foibearing Sii Roger for the time to come. 

The reason which induced Ceivantes to bung Ins 
hero to the grave, jiara mi sola nacio Don Quixote, 
y pcira el, made Addison declare, v ith undue ve- 
hemence of expression, that he n ould kill Sii Roger ; 
being of opinion that they were born foi one another, 
and that any othei hand would do him \Mong. 

It may be doubted whether Addison ever filled 
up his original delineation. He desci ibes his Knight 
as having his imagination somewhat warped , but of 
this pel version he has made veiy little use The 
irregularities m Sir Rogei’s conduct seem not so 
much the effects of a mind deviating fi om the beaten 
track of life, by the perpetual piessuie of some 
overwhelming idea, as of habitual rusticity, and 
that negligence which solitary giandeui natuiall}’- 
generates 

The variable y^eather of the mind, the flying va- 
pours of incipient madness, rvhich fiom time to time 
cloud leason, wuthout eclipsing it, it requiies so much 
nicety to exhibit, that Addison seems to have been 
deterred from prosecuting his own design 

To Sir Roger, who, as a countiy gentleman, ap- 
pears to be a Tory, oi, as it is gently cxpiessed, an 
adherent to the landed interest, is opposed Sir An- 
drew Fieeport, a new man, a wealthy mei chant, 
zealous for the moneyed interest, and a Whig. Of 
this contrariety of opinions, -it is piobable moie con- 
sequences were at first intended than could be pio- 

duced 
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duced hen the resolution was taken to exclude partj 
from the paper Sir Andrew does but little, and 
tint little seems not to have pleased Addison, who, 
when he dismissed him from the club, changecl his 
opinions Steele Ind made him, in the true spirit 
of unfeeling commerce, declare that he “ would not 
“ build an hospital for idle people but at last he 
bujsland, settles in the countr}, and builds not a 
manufactory, but an hospital for tweUe old husband- 
men, for men with whom a merchant has little ac- 
quaintance, and whom hecommonl_y considers with 
little kindness 

Ofessa3S thin elegant, thus instructne, and thus 
commodiousl} dntnbutcd, it is natural to supjio^e 
the approbation general, and tlie sale numerous I 
once heard ii ob«ened, that the sale may be calcu- 
lated bv the product of the tax, related in the list 
number to produce more than tw enty pounds a w cck, 
and therefore stated at one and twenty pounds, or 
three pounds ten ''Inllings a di) tins, at a half- 
penn) a paper, w ill give sixteen hundred and eighty 
foi the daily number 

This sale is not great yet this, if Swift be ere 
ditpd, was hkcl) to grow less for he declare*: that 
the Spectator, whom he ridicules for his endless 
mention of tUeJitir acx, had before Ins recess weaned 
his readers 

The next year (1713), in which Cato came ujjon 
the stage, was the g rainj^climacterick^of Addisons ? 
reputation Upon the death of Cato, he had, as is 

♦ That this calcubiion is not exaggerated tint it is ifvcn much 
helow the real number see the notes on the latler ed I78C 
>pl VI p 452 N 

said, 
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Said, planned a tragedy in the time of hi*; travel?, 
and had for seveial years the first four fipi'dKd, 
which weie shewn to such as \\eie hkelv to spread 
their admiration. They ucrc n by Pope, and by" 
Cibber, who relates that Steele, u hen he took b.ick 
the copy, told him, in the despicable cant of lite- 
raiy modesty, that, whatever spirit his fiiend had 
shewn in the composition, he doubteil whether he 
would have courage sufficient to expose it to the cen- 
sure of a British auflience 

The time howcvei was now come, w'hen tliose, 
who affected to think liberty in dangei, affected like- 
wise to think that a stage-play might presen e it ; 
and Addison was impoi tuned, in the name of the 
tutelaiy deities of Britain, to shew his courage and 
his zeal by finishing his design. 

To resume his woik he seemed peiversely and un- 
accountably unwilling; and by a request, which per- 
haps he wished to be denied, desired ISIi Hughes to 
add a fifth act. Hughes supposed him serious ; and, 
undei taking the supplement, brought in a few days 
some scenes for Ins examination , but he had in the 
mean time gone to work himself, and pmdiiced half 
an act, which he aftei wards completed, but with 
brevity iriegulaily dispioportionate to the foicgomg 
i part?, like a task perfoimed with reluctance, and 
hurried to its conclusion 

It may yot be doubted whether Cato was made 
publick by anj" change of the authoi’s purpose , for 
Dennis charged him with laising jirejudices in his 
own favoui by false positions of prepaiatory cnti- 
cism, and with poiionbig the town by coifliadicting 
in the Spectator the established lule of poetical 

tice^ 
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tice, because liis oun liero, %\ith all his \irtucs, Avas 
to fall before a tyrant The fact is certain , the mo- 
tuts we must guess 

Addison was, I bdiexe sufficient!) dispo ed to bar 
all a\enues against all danger M htn Pope brought 
him the prologue, which is properly accommodated 
to the pla) , there were these wordi, Britons, arise * 
“be worth like this approt <1 meaning nothing 
more than, Briton*?, erect and exalt j ourselves to tlie 
approbation of pubhc\irtue Addison was frighted, 
lest he should be thought a promoter of insurrection, 
and the line was liquidated to “ Britons, attend 

Now, “ IieaMl} in clouds came on the day, the 
“great, the important da), when Addison was to 
stand the hazard of tlie theatre That there might, 
iiowtier, be !e(l as little hazard as was possible, on 
the hrst night Steele, as himself relates, undertook 
to pack an audience This, says Pope*, had been 
tried for tlic first tunc in fivour of the Distrcst Mo- 
ther and was. now, with more, eflicac), practised 
for Cato 

llie danger was ^oon over The whole nation 
was at that tune on hre with faction Ihc \Vhigs 
applauded evu) line m which Liberty wasinentioned, 
ps a satire on the /orlc^ and tlie Tones echoed 
pieryclap, to shew that the 'iatire was unfelt The 
story ot Bolingbrole is well known He called 
Booth to hia bo'^, and ga^e him hft) guineas for de- 
fending the cause of Liberty so well against a per- 
petual dictator The Whigs, says Pope, design a 
second present, when they can accompan) it with as 
good a sentence 
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The play, suppoited thus by the emulation of fac- 
tious, praise, was acted night after night foi a longer 
time than, I believe, the pubhek had allowed to any 
drama before ; and the author, as Mrs. Porter long 
afterwards 1 elated, wandered thiough the \vhole ex- 
hibition behind the scenes with restless and unap- 
peasable solicitude. 

When it was printed, notice n as given that the 
Queen would be pleased if it as dedicated to hei , 
“ but, as he had designed that compliment else- 
‘‘ where, he found himself obliged,” says 'I’lckell, 
“ by his duty on the one hand, and his honour on 
“ the other, to send it into the world w'lthout any 
“ dedication ” 

Human happiness has always its abatements ; the 
brightest sun-shine of success is not w'lthout a cloud 
No soonei was Cato oflfeied to the leader, than it 
w'as attacked by the acute malignity of Denni';, with 
all the violence of angiy cnticism. Dennis, though 
equally zealous, and probably by his tempei moie 
fuiious than Addison, foi what they called libeity, 
and though ^a flatterei of the Whig ministiy, could 
not sit quiet at a successful play , but ivas eagei to 
tell friends and enemies, that they had misplaced 
their admiiations. The w'oild was too stubborn for 
instruction , with the fate of the censui ei of Coi neilje^s 
^Cid, his ammadveisions shewed his anger without 
effect, and Cato continued to be piaised 

Pope had now an oppoitunity of com ting the 
friendship of Addison, by vilifying his old cnem3q 
and could give resentment its full play without ap- 
pearing to levenge himself He therefoi e published 
A Nan ative of the Madness oj' John Dennis , a per- 
' formance 
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fornnnce which left the objections to the play m 
tlicir full force, and therefoit. disco\ered more desire 
of \e\m^ tlic criticl tlnn of defending the poet 

Addison, who nas no stranger to tlie iiorld, pro- 
bably saw the selfishness of Popes friendship, and, 
resolving that he should lia\e the consequences of 
his officiousness to Inmsell^ informed Dennis by 
Steele, tint lie was sorrj for the insult and that, 
whenever he should think fit to answer his remarks, 
he would do it in a manner to winch nothing could 
be objected *■ 

The grea_test_vv eakness-oC the.phy_isjnjthc ‘scenes / 
of.Iovej_which are caid by Pope ^ to Invc been added 
to the original plan upon a subsequent review, m 
compliance with the popular practice of the stage. 
Such an authontj it is Inrd to reject )ct tlic lo\c 
IS so intimatel} mingled with the wliolc action, lint 
it cannot easily be tliougbt cxtrmsicl and adventi- 
tious for, if it were taken awaj, what would he 
left^ or how were the four acts filled in the first 
dnuglit’ 

At the publication the Wits seemed proud to paj 
their attendance with encomiastick \ crscb The best 
are from an unknown liand, which will perhaps lose 
somewhat of their praise when the author is known 
to be Jeffreys 

Cato had } et other honours It was censured as a 
partj-plaj bj a Scholar of Orford ^ and defended in 
a faaourable examination by Dr Sewell It was 
translated by Sal vim into Itilian, and acted at Flo- 
rence and by the Jesuits of St Omers into Latin, 
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and played by tbcir pupils. Of ibis version a copy 
•was sent to Mr Addison: it is to be wished that it 
could be found, for the sake of comparing their \er- 
Sion of the soliloquy w'lth that of IMaiid 

A tragedy was written on the same subject by Dei 
Champs, a French poet, whicli was translated with 
a criticism on tlie Knglisli play. }bit the translator 
and the cntick are now forgotten. 

Dennis li\cd on unanswered, and therefore little 
read Addison knew the policy of literature too 
well to make his encni} imjioitant by drawing the 
attention ol the pubhek upon a criticism, which, 
though sometimes mtcmpeiatc, was often iircfra- 
gable. 

WhileCatowas upon the stage, anothei daiK paper, 
called The Gumdian, was published iiy Steele. To 
this Addison ga^ c great assistance, w licther occasion- 
ally or by picvious engagement is not known. 

The character of Guardian was too narrow and 
too serious* it might pioperly enough admit both 
the duties and the decencies of life, i)ut seemed not 
to include litciaiy speculations, and was m some de- 
gree Molated by meiiiment and burlesque. What 
had the Guardian of the Lizards to do w ith clubs of 
tall or of little men, w'lth nests of ants, or with 
Strada’s pi olusions ^ 

Of this papei nothing is necessary to be said, but 
that it found many conti ibiitoi s, and that it was a 
continuation of the Spectatoi, wuth the same ele- 
gance, and the same vaiiety, till some unlucky spaikle 
from a Tory papei set Steele’s politicks on fire, and 
tvit at once blazed into faction He w as soon too 

hot 
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hot for neutnl topicks, and quitted 27/e Guardian 
to nnte ihe PngUshman 

Tlie ji'ipcrs of Addison are marked in the Specta- 
tor' b} one of the letters m the name of Cho, and in 
the Guardian by a hand whether it was, as Tickell 
pretends to tlnn’ , that hewas unwilling to usurp 
the pmse of otliers, or, as Steele, w ith far greater 
hkehliood insinuates, that he could not without dis- 
content iinp'rrt to others nn) of his oivn 1 ha\e 
he rd tint liis avidity did not ‘Jatisfy itself with the 
air of renown, but tint with gieat eagerness he laid 
liold on his proportion of the profits 

Man) of these pnpers were written witli powers 
trul) comic, with nice discrimination of chancters, 
and accurate obsemtion of natural or nccidcntnl de- 
viation from propntt) butU was not supposed tint 
he Iiad tried a conjedy on the stage, till Steele nftcr 
hn death declared liim the author of The D) ummer 
This liowever Steele did not know to be true b) any 
direct testimony for, when Addison put the phy 
into his hands, he onl) told him, it was the work 
of a Gentleman in the Compan) and when it 
v\as received, as is confes^^ed, with cold disappro- 
bation, he )vas probably less willing to claim it 
Tickcll omitted it m his collection but the testi- 
mony of Steele, and the total silence of any other 
claimant, has determined the publicl to assign it to 
Addison, and it is now printed with his other poetry 
Steele carried 2/ic Drummer to the play hou‘?e, and 
afterwards to the press, and sold the cop) for fifty 
guineas 

To the opinion of Steele may be added the proof 
supplied by the phy itsell, of which the characters 

are 
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are such as Addison would have delineated, and the 
tendency such as Addison would have piomoted. 
That it should have been ill-ieceived would raise 
wonder, did we not daily see the capricious distri- 
bution of theatrical piaise. 

~ He'was not all this time an indifferent spectator 
of pubhck aflans He WTote, as different exigencies 
iequired(m 1707), The pi esevf Stale of the JVar, 
and the NecesiiUij of an Aiigmentaiwn, which, how- 
evei judicious, being w'litten on tempoiaiy topicks, 
and exhibiting no peculiai pow ers, laid hold on no 
attention, and has natuially sunk by its own W'eight 
into neglect. This cannot be said of the few papers 
entitled The TVhig Evaminei , in w'hich is employed 
all the foice of gay malevolence and humourous satire. 
Of this paper, which' just appeared and expired. 
Swift lemaiks, with exultation, that it is now 
down among the dead mdn^.” He might well 
lejoice at the death of that w'liich he could not have 
killed. Eveiy leadei of eveiy party, since peisonal 
malice is past, and the papers winch once inflamed 
the nation are read only as effusions of wit, must 
wish foi moie of the TFJug Examiners , for on no 
occasion was the genius of Addison moie vigorously 
exerted, and on none did the supeuoiity of his 
powers moie evidently appeal . His Trial of Count 
Tarifl wntten to expose the Tieaty of Commerce 
with Fiance, lived no longei than the question that 
produced it. 


" Fiom a Tory song in ^ oguc at tlie tunc, the buithen ivhcic- 

Of IS, 

And he, that will this health den)', 

Bonn among the dead men let him he H 

Not 



ADDISON 


97 

Not long ifterwirds, an attempt was made to re- 
vive the Spectator, at a time indeed by no means 
fj\our,ibIe to literature, nhen the succession of a 
new family to the throne filled the nation with 
anxiet), discord, and confusion and either the 
turbulence of tlie times, or the satiety of tlie readers, 
put a stop to the publication, after an expeiiment of 
eighty numbers, which wcie aften>ards collected 
into an eighth volume, perlnps more \aluable than 
an} of those tliat went before it Addison produced 
moie than a fourth part and the other conti ibutors 
are by no means unwortli} of appearing as Ins asso- 
ciates Ihe time that liai! passed during the sus- 
pension of the Spectator, though it liad not lessened 
his power of Iiumour, <?eems to ha\e increased Ins 
disposition to seriousness the proportion of his re- 
ligious to hi9 comic papers is gi eater than in the 
former series 

Tlie Spectator, from its i e-commencement, was 
published only three times a weelv and no discn- 
minatiie marks were added to the papers To Addi- 
son Tickell has asciibcd twenty-three * 

The Spectator liad man} contributors and Steele, 
whose negligence I ept him always in i hurry, when 
It was Ills turn to furnish a |)aper, called loudly for 
tlie Letters, of which Addison, whose materials were 
more, made little use having recourse to sketches 
and'hints, the product of Iiis former studies, which 
he now reviewed and completed among these are 
named by Tickell the Ds^ays on Wit, those on the 

* Numb 556 557 553 559 5C1 6C2 5C5 567 568 569 
571 574 575 579 SSO 583 663, 584 68o 590 692 593 
bOO 
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Pleasures of the Imagination, and the Cntinsni on 
MilLon. 

When the House of Hanover took jios^evmon of 
the tin one, it was lea^-nnalde to exji'^'i’t that the zeal 
of Addison would he snit.ibl) lew.nded. Belore th{‘ 
arrival of King (h’oige, he w.is marie ‘^crlelar} to 
the Regenev, and was ief]iiir(<l h) his olhee to s(»nd 
notice to Hanover that tlie Oiieen was rlead, and that 
the tin one was vacant. 'Jo do this would not have 
been difficult to any man hut Addison, who was so 
overwhelmed with the gieatiuss of the event, and 
so districted by ciujiee oi evpn smon, th.it tlie Lords, 
who could not wait loi the niceties ot mtieism, 
called I\Ii. .Southwell, a eleik in the house, and 
oideied him to dispatch the message. Southwell 
jeadily told what was nccessai} m the common stv le 
of business, and valuerl himself ujion having done 
what was too haul foi Addison 

He was better quahhed foi The Fi crhnhlcr, a ])a- 
pei which he jiublishcd twice a week, liom Hcc 29, 
1715, to the middle of the next year. This was 
undertaken in defence of tlie est.ibhshed government, 
sometimes with ai gument, and sometimes w ith mu th. 
In argument he had many equals , but Ins humour 
was singular and matchless Bigotiy itself must be 
delighted with the Toiy Fo\-huiiter. 

There aie however some stioke*; less elegant, and 
less decent; such as the Pretender’s Jouin.il, 111 
which one topick of iidicule is his poveit^x This 
mode of abuse had been employed by Milton against 
king Charles II. 

- - Jacohivi 

“ Centum, exulaiitis visccui niaisupii legis ” 
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And 01dmi\on deliglits to tell of some alderman of 
London, that he had more mone^ than the txded 
princes but that nhich might be expected from 
Miltons savageness, or Oldmixon s meanness, nas 
not suitable to the delicacy of Addition 

Steele thought the humour of The Freeholder too 
nice and gentle for such noisy times and i& repoi ted 
to h ive said, that the ministry made use of a lute, 
when thej should have called fon tnimpet 

This} ear (17 id*) he married the countess dowager 
of Warwick, whom he had solicited b} a very long 
and anxious courtship, perhaps with behaviour not 
veiy unlike that of Sir Ro^er to his disdainful wi- 
dow and who, I am afraid, diverted herself often 
by playing with Ins passion lie is said to have 
first hnown lier by becoming tutor to her son j- 
** He formed, said Tonson, “ the design of getting 
“ that lady from the time when he was first recom- 
“ mended into the family ** In what part of his life 
lie obtained the recommendation, or liow long and 
in what manner he lived in the family, 1 1 now not 
His advances at first were certainly timorous, but 
giew bolder as his reputation and influence increased 
till at last the lady was per&uadeci to marry him, on 
terms mweU like those ow which a TwrLish pTiwcess 
IS espoused, to whom the Sultan is reported to pro- 
nounce, “ Daughter, I give thee this man for tli} 
“ slave The marriage, if uncontradicted report 
can be credited made no addition to Ins happiness 
it neither found them nor made ti^em equal She 
aUva} s remembered her own rank, and thought hei- 
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<^clf cnUtlcd to tu'.il \\\Xh vny litfk* of reinom rh^ 
tutoi of lici ‘•00 Ii()U{ \ li ill !fl (»1 Jill 
Shpphd d i‘' to h< (Ml uTitO o, t ithf i Infoni 
01 ciltc‘1 in.irnaijo, upon tlu^ uk nionklo }).m ; ;<n(} 
it i-^ coilain that Addi on h •<> h it h' hind him no ( u- 
conraf^emcnt loi .'inlMtion lov( 

TiuMiMralin 11717) In K''- toli’nln^lvstilr- 
\ation, hemp; inadi' t ti t \r\ <>i't’t( 1 <m tht‘'fMn- 

plojintnt he iniiiht p!''tl\ l», 'Upp>-td fpi.’hli' d by 
long piaclicc of hii'-nu'-s, and lo }n^ og^d'r n*-' tut 
ihronph other ollnis, but < ■‘ji d.^Unix is olan dn.- 
nppomted , it is uni\(r-all\ oi.ii-s^d that lu v,r'‘ 
unequal to the dutu*- ol Iin pl.'M In the llotice 
oF Commons he < ould not ‘•pv d . andllHuloh N\as 
Ui^elcb-s to tlu‘ dclu'f of tin oovcjnun nt. In the 
office, s.vjs I’opL , h‘ < ouUl not l'"•ne an older 
uithont losinu: ins tune in rpHst (,| tine < vpre-Mon-' 
Wliat he gained m nml. he lost m ('ledit; and, 
finding 1 )} CNpeiietne iiisonn inabihi\, was inned 
to solicit his dismission with a puisjon o{ fdttcn 
liimdicd ])ounds i\rar. Ills Ineiids palliated thi^; 
relinquishment, oi w huh both h leink and eiu mie'^ 
Icncu tlie tine icason, with an account ot dtehumg 
liealthj and the neicssitt ol leec'-- and quiet. 

He now ictuincd t(j his Mi'^ation, and began to 
plan liteiaiy occupations ibi liis lutuie life He 
puiposcd,a tragedy on the death of SotM'ate-- . a blory 
ot winch, as Tickcll rcmaiks, the basis is naiiow, 
and to which I know not how fine could ha\e been 
appended Theie would Iioweici luue been no 
want either of vutue m the sentiments, 01 elegance 
in the language. 
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He engaged m a nobler work, a defence of the 
Christian Religion, of which part was published after 
his death and he designed to have made a new 
poetical version of the Psalms 

These pious compositions Pope imputed * to a 
selfish motive, upon the credit, as he owns, of Ton- 
son who having quarreled with Addison, and not 
loving him, said, that when he laid down the secre- 
tary s office, he intended to take orders, and obtain 
a bishoprick “for, said he, “I always thought 
“ him a priest in his heart 

That Pope should have tliouglit this conjecture of 
Tonson worth remembrance, is a proof, but indeed, 
so far as I have found, the onlj proof, that he re- 
tained some malignitj from their ancient rivalry 
Tonson pretended but to guess it no other mortal 
ever suspected it and Pope might have reflected, 
that a man who had been secretary of state in the 
ministij of Sunderland, knew a nearei way to a 
bishopnck than bj defending Religion, oi tianslatmg 
the Psalms 

It is related, that he had oqce a design to mal e an 
English Dictionarj, and tint he considered Di Til- 
lotson as the writer of highest authority There 
w as formerly sent to me by Mr Locker, clerk of the 
Leathersellers Company, v\ho was eminent for cu- 
riosity and literature, a collection of e\ imples se- 
lected from rdlotson s works, as Locker said, by 
Addison It came too late to be of use, so I in- 
spected It but slightly, and lemember it indistinctly 
I thought the passages too short 
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Addison, howevei, did not conclude his life in 
peaceful studies , but i elapsed, when he was near his 
end, to a political dispute 

It so happened that (1718-19) a contioversy was 
agitated with great vehemence between those fi lends 
of long continuance, Addison and Steele. It may- 
be asked, in the language of Homei, w-hat power or 
what cause should set them at vai lance The sub- 
ject of then dispute was of gieat impoitance The 
eail of Sundeiland proposed an act called The Peer- 
age Bill,, by which the number of Peeis should be 
fixed, and the king restrained from any new ci cation 
of nobility, unless W'hen an old family sliould be 
extinct To this the Loids would naturally agiee; 
and the king, nho was yet little acquainted nith his 
own pieiogative, and, as is now well-known, almost 
mdifterent to the possessions of the ci own, had been 
peisuaded to consent The only difficulty w as found 
among the Commons, w'ho were not likely to ap- 
piove the peipetual exclusion of themsehes and 
then posteiit}’- The bill theiefoie nas eageily op- 
posed, and among otheis by Sn Robert Walpole, 
wdiose speech was published 

The Loids might think then dignity diminished 
by impioper advancements, and, paiticulaily by the 
mtioduction of twelve nen peeis at once, to pioduce 
a majoiity of Tones m the last leign , an act of au- 
thority violent enough, yet ceitainly legal, and by 
no means to be compaied nith that contempt of 
national light with which, some time afteiwaids, by 
the instigation of Whiggism, the Commons, chosen 
by the people foi thiee yeais, chose themselves foi 
seven But whatevei might be the disposition of 

the 
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tbe Lords the people Ind no wi'sli to increase their 
poiver The tendenc\ of the bill, as Steele ob- 
served in a letter to tlie earl of Ovford \\as to in- 
troduce an aristocrac\ for a imjoritv in the House 
of Lords, so limited, nould have been despotick and 
irresistible 

To prevent this subversion of the ancient esta- 
blishment, Steele whose pen readily seconded Ins 
political passions, endeavoured to alarm the nation 
by a pamphlet called Ihe Plebeian To this an an- 
swer uas published by Addison, under the title of 
The Old If Ingi in vihich it is not discovered that 
Steele was then known to be the advocate for the 
Commons Steele leplietl b) a second Plebeian 
and, whether by ignorance or by courtesy, confined 
himself to his question, without an) personal notice 
of his opponent Nothing hitherto was committed 
against the laws of fitendbhip, or proprieties of de- 
cency but controvertists cannot long retain their 
kmdne*^ for each other The Old answered 

The Plebeian and could not forbear some contempt- 
of '^little Did), whose trade it was. to write pam- 

phlets Dick), however, did not lose Ins settled 
veneration for his friend but contented himself with 
quoting some lines of Cato, which were at once de- 
tection and reproof The bi!! was laid aside during 
that session and Addi on died before the next m 
which its commitment was rejected by two hun- 
dred and sixty five to one hundred and seventy- 
seven 

Every reader surel) must regret tint these two 
illustrious fj lends, after so man) year*? pist m confi- 
dence and endearment, in unit) of interest, confor- 
mity 
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mity of opinion, and fellowship of study, should 
finally paitin aoiimonioiis opposition Such a con- 
tioveisy was “ Bellum pliisquam tihile" as Lucan 
expi esses it Why could not laction find othei ad- 
vocates? but among the unceilainties of the human 
state, we are doomed to numbei the instability of 
friendship 

Of this dispute I have little knowledge but from 
the Biographia-Bril mimca. The Old fVlug is not 
inserted m Addison’s woiks, nor is it mentioned by 
Tickell in his Life, why it was omitted, the bio- 
giapheis doubtless give the tiue leason, the fact 
was too recent, and those who had been heated in 
the contention wei e not yet cool. 

The necessity of complying w'lth times, and of 
spaiing pel sons, is the gieat impediment of bio- 
giaphy. History may be foimed fiom peimanent 
monuments and recoi ds , but Lives can only be , 
w'littuifrom personal know^ledge, which is growing 
eveiy day less, and in a short time 'is lost for ever. 
Vv^hat IS kiioAvn can seldom be immediately told, and 
when it might be told, it is no longei knowm The 
delicate features of the mmd, the nice disci immations 
of chaiactei, and the minute jiecuharities of conduct, 
aie soon obhteiated, and it is suiely better that - 
capiice, obstinacy, fiolick, and folly, however they 
might delight m the desci iption, should be silently 
foi gotten, than that, by w'^anton meriiment and 
unseasonable detection, a pang should be given to a 
widows, 'a daughtei, a bi other, or a friend. As 
I^^^PlP.ccss of liiese nairatnes is now bringing me 
among my co ntem porai les, I begin to feel myself 

walking upon, ashes under which the fire is not 

“ extinguished,” 
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** extinguishetl, 'ind coming to the time of which 
it wll be jiropsr ruhei to si^ “ nothing that is false, 

than ill that is true 

The end of this useful life was now approaching 
— Addj on had for some time been oppressed by 
shortness of breath, which was now aggravated by a 
drops} and, finding his danger pressing, he pre- 
pared to die conformably to his own precepts and 
professions 

During this lingering decay, he sent, as Pope re- 
lates *, a message by the earl of Warw ick to Mr 
Ga}, desiring to see him Gay, who had not visited 
him for some time before, obeyed the summons, and 
found himself received with great kindness The 
purpose for which the interview had been solicited 
was then discovered Addison told him, that he 
had injured him but that, if he recov ered, he w ould 
lecompense him What the injury was he did not 
explain nor did Gav ever know, but supposed that 
some preferment designed foi him had, b} Addisons 
intervention, been withheld 

Lord Waruick was a young man of very irregu 
Jar life, and peihaps of loose opinions Addison, 
for whom he did not want lespect, had very dili- 
gently endeavoured to reclaim him but his argu- 
ments and expostulations had no effect One expe- 
riment however, remai^ned to be tried when he 
found his life near its end, he diiected the }oung 
lord to be called and when he dtsned, with great 
tenderness, to hear Ins last injunctions, told him, 
“ I have sent for you, that you may see how a 
“ Christian can die What effect this awful scene 
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had on the eail, 1 kn'pw not he likewise died hiin- 
self in a shoit time. 

In Tickell’s excellent Elegy on his fiiend aje these 
lines . 

He taught us how to live , and, oh ' too high 
The puce of knowledge, taught us how to die 

in which he alludes, as he told Di. Young, to tins 
moving' inteiview. 

Having given directions to Mr Tickell for the 
publication of his works, and dedicated them on his 
death-bed to his friend Mr Craggs, he died June 1 7, 
1719, at Holland-house, leaving no child but a 
daughter 

Of his viitue it IS a sufficient testimony, that the 
lesentment of paity has tiansmitted no charge of 
any crime. He was hot one of those who are praised 
only after death, for his meiit was so geneially 
acknowledged, that Swift, having observed that his 
election passed without a contest, adds, that, if he 
proposed himself foi king, he w'ould haidly have 
been lefused 

His zeal for his paity did not extinguish his kind- 
ness foi the meiit of his opponents when he 'was 
secietary m Ii eland, he lefused to mteimit his ac- 
quaintance with Swift 

Of his habits, or external manneis, nothing is so 
often mentioned as that timoious or sullen tacitmmty, 
which his^fi lends called modesty by too mild a name. , 
Steele mentiqns with gieat tenderness “ that remaik- 
“ able bashfuiness, which is a cloak that hides and 
‘^muffles meiit,” and tells us, “that his abilities 

^ died at Bilton, in Waiwickshue, at a lery advanced 
age, in 179/ See Gent Mag vol LXVII ji 25G 385 N 

“ wei e 



ADDISON, 107 

were cohered onl} modest}, '' Inch doubles the 
“ beiutics ^\hlcIl nre «jcc«, 'uid f,i'cs credit and 
esteem to nil lint nre conccnltd ” Chesterfield 
aftimis, tint “ Addnoti wns the most tinioroin nnd 
" nukwnrd nnn Jjia-lhe c\er «:nw And Addi«!On, 
Spenking of his own delieiciic\ in con\cr‘!ntion, u^ed 
to sa) of him'ieir, lint, with rt j>cct to intellectual 
ncalth, “ he could dni> bill for a thounnd jwunds, 
“ though he Ind not n giiiiit i in Ins pocket 

Tliat he wanted current com for ready pnjTncnt, 
andbytlntwnntunsoflenob tructednnd di'stre ed 
tint he was often ojijircs^cd b} an improjK-r and iin- 
grjiceful tiinidit\ e\tr} testirnon} concurs to pro\e 
but Chesterfield s rcprcicnl ition is doubtless h\per* 
boheal That man cannot be supjio cd \er) nnc\pert 
in the arts ofcomcrsation and practice ofhfe, i>ho, 
without fortune or allimre, b) Ins usefulness and 
dextentj, became secret ir) ofstite and who died 
seven, after having not onlv stood long ni 
tlie highest rank of wit md literature, but idled one 
of the most important oihrcd of state 

llie time in winch he lived had reason to lament 
his obstmac) of silence “fin he w \s savs Steele, 
“above all men in tint tilent cdicd humour, iiid 
“ enjoyed it m such ptrfection, tli it 1 have often re- 
“ fleeted, after a in^ht spent with him ajiart from 
“ all the world tint I hid had the pleisure of con- 
“ versing with an intimate icquamtmce ot Terence 
“ and Catullus, who hid all tlicir wit and nature, 
“ lieighttned with humour more exquisite and de- 
“ hghtful than an) other m in ev er pos e sed 1 Ins 
1 the fondness of a friend let us heai whit is told 
us bj a rival “ \ddisoiis convcisation «a)s 
* Spcncc 

Pope, 
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Pope, had something m it more charming than I 
have found in any othei man But this was only 
“when familiar, befoie stiangeis, or, perhaps, a 
“ single stiangei, he preseived ]ns dignity by a stiff 
silence ” 

This modesty was by no means inconsistent with 
a veiy high opinion of his own mei it He demanded 
to be the iiist name m modern wit , and, v, ith Steele 
to echo him, used to dejneciate Dryden, whom Pope 
and Congieve defended against them There is 
no reason to doubt that he sufleied loo much pain 
from the pievalence of 'Pope’s poetical leputation; 
nor IS it without stiong leason suspected, that by 
some disingenuous acts he endeavoui ed to obsti uct 
it ; Pope was not the only man whom he insidiously 
injured, though the onl}'- man of whom he could be 
afi aid. 

His own poweis weie such as might have satisfied 
him with conscious excellence Of veiy extensive 
learning he has indeed given no pi oofs. He seems 
to have had small acquaintance ivitli the sciences, 
and to have lead little except Latin and Fiench , but 
of the Latin poets his Dialogues on Medals shew 
that he had perused the .works with gieat diligence 
and skill. The abundance of Ins own mind left him 
little in need of adventitious sentiments , his wit 
ahvays could suggest what the occasion demanded. 
He had^iead with ciitical eyes the iinpoi tant voliiine^ 
of human life, and knew the heait of man from the 
^ deptlis“'of 'stiatagem to the suiface of affectation 

What he knew he could easily communicate. 
“ This,” says Steele, “ ivas paiticular m tins writei. 


* Tonson and Spence 
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^ " that, \\hcn he Incl taken Ins rt ‘Solution, or macle 
his plan for nlnt he c^signttl to write, he would 
“ walk about a room, ami dictate it into language 
with as inucli freedom and case as an} one could 
"aMiteit down, and attend to the coliercncc and 
grammar of aahat he dietited ** 

Pope ♦, who can be Ic<s suspected of favouring 
his memor}, declares that he a\rotc \er} fliicntl}, 
but avas slow and scnipuloiis in corre*cting, that 
man} of his Spectators were written acr\ fast, and 
sent imine<hatel} to the pres and that it seemed 
to be for his advantage not to have time for mucli 
revisal 

lie would alter, sajs Pope, '^nn} thing to 
" please his friends, before publication but would 
‘'not retouch his pieces afterwards and I Ixilicve 
not one word m Cato, to which I made an objcc- 
“ tion, was sufiead to stand 
The last line of Cato is Popes, Iiaving been ori- 
ginally written 

And oh * *luas tins that ended Cato s life 

Pope miglit have mode more objections to the six 
concluding lines In the first couplet the words 
“ from hence are improjier, and the second line is 
taken from Dr} dens Yirgil Of the next <rouplet, 
tlic first verse, being included in the second, is there- 
jbre useless and in the third Discord is made to 
produce Strife 

Of the course of Addison s familiar daj ♦, before 
his marriage, Pope has given a detail He had m 

* Sjvcww 

tlie 




i^tnn^cr*;, uns not incitul to uncommon freedom 
h\ 1 clinnctcr 111 c tint of M‘Uidc\ die 

I rom nin minute knouled^ of Ins finidnr irnn 
ntns, the inter\ention_of M\t> jenrs Ins nou dc- 
bniTLil us Steele once promisctl Congrc\L and the 
pubhek a complete de‘ccrij)lion of his chancier but 
thepromnes ot authors are like the \oui> of lo\ers 
Steele thought no more on his design, or thougliton 
It with anxiety tint at last dngiisted him, and left 
his friend in tlic hands of i ickell 

One slight lineament of his elnncter Swift has 
pro er\ed It was Ins pnCtice, wlien he found nii) 
man iiumcibl^ wrong, to flatter his opinions b} ac- 
quiescence, and sink linn }et deoiper in absurdity 
Tills artifice of mischief was admired h} Stella, and 
Swaft seems to apjirove her admiration 
His works will supply some mforination It ap 
jiears, from his \arious pictures of the world, tint, 
with all his bashfulness, lie had conicrsed with many 
distinct classes of men, Ind siinc)cd theirwa}s with 
leiy diligent observation, and marked with great 
acuteness tlie cflects of diflcrcnt modes of life He 
was a man in whose presence nothing re])reheiisible 
was out of danger quick in discerning wintever was 
wrong or ndiculou'?, and not unwilling to expose it 
‘^Tliere are, sajs Steele, in his writings mam 
oblique strokes upon some of tlio wittiest men of 
“ tlie age Ills delight was more to excite merri- 
ment tlian detestation and he detects follies ratliei 
than Climes 

If any judgment be made, from his books, of his 
moral character, notliing will he found but punt) 
and excellence Knowledge of mankind, indeed, 

, less 
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less extcii'^ne limn that of Add-on, udl ‘-liw, tlmt 
to write, and to live, an* voiv ddlficnt Main who 
praise Ml Liif, do no more tli.m jirane it Yet it is 
leasonable to belitwe* tliat Adflison% ptolcs^ions ami 
piaclice were at no •rieat \aiianft , snue aniuUt that 
storm of laction m wlm h mo^-t ofhiN life wa's p.'ss( rl^ 
thongli his station made liim ofunjiu uoie , and his 
activity made liim lounulahle, the fharartir g'nen 
him In his fi lends was iu\ti (ontrndutMl b} his 
enemies of thosi*, with whom inUn-t or opinion 
united him, he ha<I not onU the t'-term, fjiit tlie 
kindness, and of otluis, wh»)m tlie Molfnee of op- 
position dio\e against liim, though iu* miglit lose the 
lo\e, he lelamt'd tlu* uweienee 

It is justly ohs( ned In Tu'keil, that ho employed 
w'lt on the sidi ofMitne and leligion lie not rnily 
made the pioper me o{ wit himselt, but tauglit it to 
othcis; and liom lin time it has been geneialiv sub- 
servient to the tame of leason and ot truth, lie 
has dissijiated thepujudiee that had long eonnected 
gaiety with Mce, and pa>mei>s of manncis with Ia\ity 
ot punci])les He has le^toicd Mitue to its dignity, 
and taught innocence not to be ashamed. This is 
-an elevation ot liteiaiy chaiacter, abo\e all Gicek, 
“ above all Roman tame.’' No greatei telicitv can 
genius attain, than tlmt of lun mg ])ui died intellectual 
pleasure, sepaiated mirth fiom mdecenc}, and wit 
fiom licentiousness ; of having taught a succession 
ot wuiteis to bung elegance and gaiety to the aid of 
goodness, and, if I may use expiessions yet rnoie 
aw'ful, of having ‘Mui ned many to righteousness.” 

’ Addison, in his life, and foi some time atter- 
waids, was consideied by a gieatei part, of readers 

as 
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03 slipremel) excelling both iit poetry 'ind criticism 
Part of Ills reputation mnj be prob'ibl) n«cnb«I to 
tile advancement of liis fortune nlicn, as Smft ob- 
"senes, he became a statesman and sw poets waiting 
at bis levee, it was no wonder tint praise was accu- 
mulated ujlon him Aluch likewise niaj be more 
lionoiimbly ascribed to Ins personal character he 
who, if he had claimed it, might have obtained the 
diadem, was not lil ely to be denied the laurel 
But time quick!} puts an end to artificial and ac- 
cidental fame and Addison is to pass through fu- 
turit> protected onlj b) Ins genius Lver) name 
which kindness or interest once raised too high is m 
danger, lest the next age should b) the \engtancc 
of criticism, fiink. it m tlie same proportion A great 
writer has lately him “on mdificrent poet, _>• 

“ and a worse cntick 


{ HisfpoctrJjis first 'to be considered ofwhiclnt 
must be confessed that it has not often those felicities 
of diction winch give lustre to sentiments, or that 
yig^rof sentiment Jliat animates dictjpn thcr^is 
little of ardour, achcmcnce or transport, there is 
very rarely the awfulnc<s of grandeur, and not verj 
often the splendour of elcgaiKC lie thinks jiistlj 
but he tlnnks famjly lliis is his general character 
to which, doubtless, inanj single pasrages will fur- 
nish exception < t > 

Yet, if ji§ seldomT^chcs suprem^e'Tcellence, he 
rarely sinks into dulntss, and is still more rarely en- 
tangled in absurdity lie did not trust his powers 
enough to be^ negligent , There is m most ofjhis 


compositions a calnmcss and equability, deliberate 
ilVot X I , \ t and 
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and (Cautions, sohielimes with hide that delights^ but 
' seldom with any thing that offends. 

Of this kind seem to be Ins poems to Dryden^ to 
Somers, and to the King. His Ode on St. Cecilia, 
has been imitated by Pope, and luls something iri it 
of Diyden’s vigour Of his Account of the English 
Poets, he used to speak as a “ poor thing ^ but it 
is not worse than his usual strain. He lias said, not 
very judiciously, in his character of Waller, 

Thy veise could shew e’en Ciomweirs innocence ; 

And compliment the storms that boie him hence 

O ’ had thy i\Iuse not come an age too soon. 

But seen great Nassau on the Biinsh throne, 

How had his tuumph glitter’d in thy page ' 

What is this but to say, that he who doiild com- 
pliment Ciomwell had been the pioper poet foi king 
William ? Addison, however, never printed the piece.' 

The Letter fiom Italy has been ainays praised, 
but has never been praised beyond its merit. It is 
more correct, with less appeal ance of labour, and 
more_gl^^t, with lesfe ambition of oinament, than 
any 'other of his poems. There is, however, one 
bioken metaphoi , of which notice may properly bs 
taken : 

Fil’d Midi thal name 

I bridle in my stiugghng Muse willi paih. 

That longs to launch into a noblei stiain. 

To hridle a goddess is no veiy delicate idea; but 
why must slie be bridled ? becau's'e she longs to 
< launch, an act winch rt^afe never hindeied by a.‘bridle t 

and whither will she into a nobler str^ihx 

'' ^ 
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Stie IS in the first line *i ho)Sc, in the second a hoot 
and the care of the poet is to keep his horse or his 
boat from singing C \ 

The next composition is the far famed dampaign, 
which Dr Warton has termed a “ Gazette in 
^Rhyju e^ n ith diarslm^s not often used b) the 
good nature of Ins criticism Before a censure So 
severe is admitted, let us consider that War is a fre- 
quent subject of Poetrj, and then enquire who has 
described it vvitli more justness and force Many of 
our own writers tried their powers upon this jear of 
\1ctor3 jet Addison*8 iVconfessedly the best per- 
formance his pocm_is_thc_uork of a jnan not ' 
blinded by thejdust of Iwrnmg his'images are not 
borrov\ed_merely from books The superiority 
whicli he confers upon hlTlicro is not personal 
prowess, and ‘^miglitj bone, but deliberate intre- 
piditj, a calm command of hts passions, and the 
power of consulting his own mind m the midst of 
danger The rejection and contempt of fiction is 
rational and manly 

It maj be observed that the last line is imitated 
bj Pope 

Marlb’rougli s exploits ajipcar dmnclj briglit — 

Rais d of themselves, their genuine charms tliej boast, 
And those that paint them truest, praise Uiem most 
This Pope had in his thoughts but, not knowing 
how to use wliat was not his own, he spoiled the 
thought when he had borrowed it 
The well sung wots hhall soothe mj pensive gliost j 
Be best can paint** them who shall feel them most 


I* Paint mcan5(sa)sDr Warton)fJ7irm,ord«crJ£tftJieni C 
f 12 Martial 
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Martial exploits may be pei baps 2tJoe5 may 

be painted , but they are suiely not painted by being 
welUicng : it is not easy to paint in song, or to sing 
in colours 

' No passage in the Campaign has been more often 
mentioned than the simile of the angel, which is 
said m the Tatlei to be “ one of the noblest thoughts 
thatevei enteied into the heart' of man,” and is 
theiefore woithy of attentive considciation. Let it 
be fiist enquiied whethei it be a simile A poetical 
simile IS the discovery of likeness between two 
actions, in their general nature dissimilar, or of 
causes terminating by diffeient operations in some 
lesemblance of effect. But the mention of another 
, like consequence from a like cause, or of a like per- 
formance by a like agency, is not a simile, but an 
exemplification. It is not a simile to say that the 
Thames watei s fields, as the Po waters fields ; or that 
as Hecla vomits flames in Iceland, so iPtna vomits 
flames in Sicily When Hoi ace says _ of Pindar, 
that he poms Ins violence and lapidity of veise, as a 
river swoln with ram lushes from the mountain ; or 
of .himself, that his genius wanders m quest of poe- 
tical decorations, as the bee wanders to collect honey ; 
he, m either case, pioduces a simile, the mind is 
impiessed with the lesemblance of things generally 
unlike, as unlike as intellect and body. But if Pin- 
dar had been desciibed as writing with the copious- 
ness and giandeui of Homer, or Horace had told 
that he reviewed and finished his own poetry with 
the same caie as Isociates polished his oiations, in- 
st^d of similitude, he would have exhibited almost 
identity ; he would have given the same portraits 

' ' vvifeli 
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mth different names In the poem now examined, 
when the English are represented as gaming a forti- 
fied pass, by repetition of attack, and perseverance 
of resolution then obstinacy of courage and vigom 
of onset is well illustrated by the sen that breaks, 
with incessant battery, the dikes of Holland This 
is a simile but when Addison, having celebrated 
the beauty of Marlborough s person, tells us,' that 
Achilles thus was formed with every grace, liere 
IS no simile, but a mere exemplification A simile’ s. 
may be compared to lines converging at a point, and 
IS more excellent as the lines approach from greater 
distance an exemplification may be considered as! 
two parallel line*!, which run on together without 
approximation, never far separated, and neverjomed ' 
Marlborough is so like the angel in the poem, 
that the action of botli is almost the same, and per« 
formed bj both in the same manner Marlborough 
teaches the battle to rage the angel directs 
the storm Marlborough is ** unmoved in peace- 
ful thought the angel is “ calm and serene 
Marlborough stands ‘‘ unmoved amidst the shock of 
‘ hosts the angel rides " calm m the whirlwind 
The lines on Marlborough are just and noble but 
the smnle gives almost the same images a second time 
But perhaps this thought, though haidly a simile, 
was remote from vulgar conceptions, and required 
great labour of research, 01 dexterity of application 
Of this. Dr jMadden, a name which Ireland ought 
to honour once gave me his opinion If I had 
“set, said he, “ten schoolboys to wute on the 
“ battle of Blenheim, and eight had brought me the 
“ angel, I should not have been surprised 
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The opera of Rosamond, though it is seldom 
mentioned, is one of the first of Addison s compo- 
sitions. The subject is well chosen, the^ fiction is 
pleasing, and the piaise of Marlborough, foi which 
the scene gives an opportunity, is, what perhaps 
every human excellence must be, the product of 
good-luck, impiovcd by genius. The thoughts aie 
sometimes gieat, and sometimes tender , the versi- 
fication is easy and gay. There is doubtless some 
advantage in the shoi tness of the lines, which there 
is little temptation to load with exjilctive epithets, 
The dialogue seems commonly bettei than the songs. 
The two comick characters of Sii Trusty and Gii- 
deline, though of no gieat value are yet such as 
the poet intended * . Sir Ti usty’s account of the 
death of Rosamond is, I think, too eiosslv absuid. 
The whole drama isiaiiy and elegant , engaging in 
its process, and pleasing in its conclusion. If Addi- 
son had cultivated the'lightei paits of poetiy, he 
would probably have excelled 

The tiagedy of Cato, which, contraiy to the lulc 
bbserved in selecting the w'orks of other poets, has 
by the weight of its chaiactei forced its way into 
the late collection, is unquestionably the noblest 
production of Addison’s genius. Of a w^ork so 
much lead, it is difficult to say any thing new. 
About things on which the pubhek thinks long, 
it commonly attains to think right; and of Cato it 
has been not unjustly determined, that it is rathei __a y 
poem in dialogue than a drama^ rather a succession 

But, according to Dr. Warton, ought not to have in- 
tended ” C ' 


of 




\ 


c* 


A B D I S 0 N 


M9 


oFjust Sentiments m eltgint Hngingc than aj^pre 
Jentatio.a of 

hableoQiosbible in human lift Nothing Jien “(\* 
cites or 'is<?inges emotion Jiere is “ no niagical 
‘^pouer of raising plnntistick terror or uild 
anxie^ llie events are expected without soli 
eitude, and are remembere<l without joy orsoriow 
Of tlie agents we 1ia\c no care wc consider not 
what thej are doing, or what tliev are sutTenng we ^ 
wish onij to Know what tliey have to sa) ^xCato i^ 
a being above our solicitude, a man of whom the 
gods take carp, and whom we leave to tlicir care 
with heedless confidence lo the rest neither gods 
por men can have much attention , for tliorL is not 
one amongst them that strongly attracts either affec- 
tion or esteem But thej arc made the vehicles of 
such sentiments and such expression, that tlicre is 
scarcely Q scene m the plav vvhicli the reader does ' 
not wisli to impress upon lus memoi^ 

When Cato was shewn, to J’opc he advised the 
author to print itj without nn^ tlicatncal exhibition, 
supposing that it would be read more favourably*^ 
than heard Addison dcclare<l him‘ielf of the same 


opinion, but urged [the iinportiiiiity of his friends 
S Its appearance on the stage 1 he emulation of 
parties made It successful bej ond expectation and 
Its success Ins introduced rer confirmed among us 
^ /\ the use ofjdialogue_toojlecJaniatory, of,nnafiecting 
ekgance, and chill pliilosophy 

rhe universality of applause, however it might 
quell the censure of common mortals,, had no other 
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effect than to hai den 'Dennis 'm fixed dislike; hut 
-his dislike was not merely capricious. He found and 
shewed many faults ; he shewed them indeed with 
anger, but he found them with acuteness, such as 
ought to lescue his ciiticism from oblivion ; though, 
at last, it will have no other life than it derives flora 
the work which it endeavours to oppress. 

Why he pays no regard to the opinion of the au- 
dience, he gives his reason, by remarking, that, 

A deference is to be paid to. a general applause, 
when it appears that the applause is natural and 
spontaneous ; but that little regard is to be had to 
it, when it IS affected and artificial. Of all the 
tiagedies which m his memory have had vast and 
violent runs, not one has been excellent, few have 
been tolerable, most have been scandalous. When 
a poet wiites a tiagedy, who knows he has judg- 
ment, and who feels he has genius, that poet pre- 
sumes upon his own merit, and scorns to make a 
cabal That people come coolly to the represen- 
tation of such a ti agedy, without any violent ex- 
pectation, or delusive imagination, or invincible 
prepossession , that such an audience is liable to 
“ receive the impressions which the poem shall natu- 
“ rally make on them, and to judge by their own 
reason, arid their own judgments, and that leason 
and judgment are calm and seiene, not formed 
“ by nature to make pi oselytes, ,and to controul and 
loid it ovei the imaginations of others. But that 
when an author writes,, a tragedy, who knows he 
“ has neither genius or judgment, he has lecourse 
to the making a paity, and he endeavours to make 
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up in industry what is wanting m talent, nnd to 
supply by poetical cnfi: the_^sence_of poetical 
tliat such an author's humbly contented to 
raise men s passions by a plot without doors, since 
he despairs of doing it b) that which he bnngs 
“ upon the stage Tliat party and pa^ssion, and pre 
possession, and clamorous and tumultuous things, 
and so much tlic more clamorous and tumultuous 
by bow much the more erroneous that they do- 
“ mineer and tyrannize o\cr the imaginations of 
** persons who want judgment, and sometimes too 
of those who have it , and, like a fierce and out- 
“ rageous torrent, bear down all opposition before 
thorn ^ 

He then condemns the neglect ofl£octie^jristicci 
which IS alwajsone of liis favourite principles 
Tis certainly the duty of cieiy tragic poet, b} 
tlie evact distribution of poetical justice, to imi- 
tate the Divine Dispensation, and to inculcate a 
"particular Proiidence Tis true, indeed, upon 
“the stage of the world, tlie wjcled sometimes 
“prosper, and the guiltless sufilr But that is per- 
** mitted bj the Goacnior of the world, to shew, 
“ from the attnbute of Ins infinite justice, that there 
“is a compensation m futuritj, to prove the im- 
“ mortality of the human soul, and the certainty of 
“ future rewards and punishments But the pocti- 
“ cal persons in tragedy c\ist no longer tlian the 
“reading, or the representation the whole extent 
“ of their enmity is circumscribed by those and 
“ therefore, during that reading or reprecontation, 
“ according to their merits or demerits, they must 
be pum^hed or rewarded If this is not done, 

“ theie 
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“ there is no impartial distributioji of poetical jus» 
tice, no instructive lectuie of a particular Provi-' 
dence^ and no imitation of the Divine Dispensa- 
tion. And yet the author of this tragedy does 
not only run counter to this, in the fate of his 
principal charactei ; but eveiy where, throughout 
it, makes virtue suffer, and vice triucy)h • for not 
only Cato is vanquished by Csesar, but the trea-- 
chery and peifidiousness of Syphax prevail over 
the honest simplicity and the credulity of Juba; 
and the sly subtlety and dissimulation of Portius 
over the geneious fiankness and open-heaitedness 
of Marcus.” 

Whatever pleasure there may be in seeing crimes 
punished and vntue rewarded, yet, since wickedness 
often prospeis in real life, the poet is certainly at 
liberty to, give it piosperity on the stage. For if 
poetiy has an imitation of reality, how are its laws 
broken by exhibiting' tlie “world in its true form ? 
The stage may sometimes gratify our wishes 5 blit, 
if it be truly the ‘■’^mirror of life it ought to shew 
us sometimes what we-areJ;o expect. 

Dennis objects to the charactefs, that they are not 
natural, or reasonable , but as heroes and heroines 
are not beings that aie seen eveiy day, it is hard to 
find upon ivhat principles their conduct shall be 
ti led It IS, however, not useless to consider what 
he says of the maimer in w^hich Cato receives the 
account of his son’s death 

Nor is the grief of Cato, m the fourth act, 
one jot moie in natuie than that of his son and 
Lucia ill the thud. Cato receives the news of 
*’ his son’s death not only with dry eyes, but with a 

“ sort 
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sort of satisfaction and in the same page sheds 
tears for the calamity of his country , and does 
** the same thing in the* ne\t page upon the bare 
apprehension of the danger of his friends Noyv, 
“ since the lo\e of ones country is the love of ones 
countr}^ men, as I have shew n upon another occa-* 
Sion, I desire to ask these question? Of alJ our 
countrymen, which do we love most, those whom 
know, or those whom we know not? And 
of tho e whom we know, which do we cherish 
most, our friends or our enemies ? And of our 
friends, which are the dearest to us, those who are 
related to us, or thoiC who are not^ And of all 
our relations, for which liave we most tenderness, 
“ foi those wIjo are near to us, or for those who are 
"remote? And of our near relations, which are 
" the nearest, and consequently the deaiest to u?, 
our offspring, or others ? Our offspring most 
"certainly as Nature, or, m other words, Provi- 
deuce, has wisely contrived for the preservation of 
"mankind Now, does it not follow, from what 
" has been said, that for a man to receive the news 
" of his sons death with dr) e>es, and to weep at 
the same time for the calamities of his counti^ , is 
a wretched affectation, and a miserable incon- 
sistenc) ? Is not that, m plain English, to receive 
" with dry ejes the news of the deaths of those foi 
whose sake oui country is a name so dear to u«, 
ind nt the same time to shed tears for those foi 
w hose akts our country is not a name so dear to 
" us’ 

But this formidable assailant is less resistible when 
he attacks probabilit y of, t he action, and the 

reason-' 
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reasonableness of the plan . Every critical leader 
must remaik, tliat Addison has, with a sciujinloMty 
almost unexampled on llie*Englisli stage, confined 
Jnmself in time to a single da\, and in place to rigo- 
rous unity The scene ne\ei changes, and the uliole 
action of the play jiasses in the great hall of Cato’s 
house at Utica jMuch theiefore is done in the hall, 
for n Inch any other jilace had been inoie fit, and 
this impiopriety affoids Dennis many hints of mer- 
riment, and opportunities of trjinn])h 'Die passage 
is long but as such disquisitions aie not common, 
and the objections are skilfully lornied and vigoiously 
iiiged, those who delight in ciitical conlrovei-'} Mill 
not think it tedious 

“Upon the departuie of Poitius^ Sempiomus 
“ makes but one soliloqu}’’, and iinmediately in 
“ comes Syphax, and then the two politicians aie 
“ at it immediately Tlicj’ lay their heads togethei, 
“ with then snufl-boxcs m their hands, as Mi. Jja}es 
“ has it, and fcague it away. But, m the midst of 
“ tint wise scene, Syphax seems to gne a seasonable 
“ caution to Seminonius * 

“ Sj/pli But IS It tine, Senipionuis, that }oin senate 
“ Is called togethei ? Godb • thou must be cautious , 

“ Cato has pieicmg ejes 

“ Theie is a gi eat deal of caution shewn indeed^ 
“ in meeting in a governor’s own hall to caiiv on 
“then plot against him. Whateiei opinion they 
“ have of his eyes, I suppose they have none of his 
“ ears, or they w^oiild never have talked at this 
foolish rate so neai * 

Gods ’ thou must be cautious ” 

“ Oh ^ 
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Oh^ jes, \ery< cautious for jif Cato should o\er- 
hear }'OUj and turn you off for politicians, Cjcsar 
" would' ne\er take you, no, Ccesar %^ould never 
^^takejou ii ‘ n 

WlrentCato, Act II turns the senators out of 
the hall, upon pietence of acquainting Juba vnth 
“ the result of their debates, he appears to me to 
do a thing v\hich is neither reasonable nor civil 
“ Juba might certainly have better, been made ac- 
"quainted with the result of that debate in some 
“ private apartment of tlie palace But the poet v\as 
driven upon this absurdity to make way for another 
“ and that is, to give Juba an oppoitunity to demand 
“ Marcia of her father But the quarrel and nge 
“ of Juba and Svpbax, m the same Act the invec- 
tives of S} phav against the Romans and Cato the 
' advice that he gives Juba, in her fathers hall, to 
* bear away Mai cia by force and his brutal and 
clamorous rage upon his refusal, and at a time 
** when Cato scircely out of sight, and perhaps 
not out of hearing, at least some of his guards or 
" domesticks must necessarily be supposed to be 
within hearing is a thing that is so far from being 
probable, that it is hardly possible 
“ Sempronius, m the; second Act, comes back 
once more m the same morning to the governor’s 
hall, to cairy on the conspiracy with Syphax 
against the governor, his country, and his family 
" which IS so stupid, that it is below the wisdom of 
the O — s, the Macs, and the Teagues even 
Eustace Commins iiimseU would never have gone 
to Justice hall, to have conspired again'^t the go- 
vernment If officers at Portsmouth should lay^ 
’ their 



1 


126 A B t> I S O N. 

their heads togethei, m ordei to the canying ofT* 
J G ’s niece or dauglitei^ would they meet in 

J G ’s hall, to carry on that conspiracy ? 

There would be no necessity foi their meeting 
there, at least till they came to the execution of 
their plot, because theie would be other places to 
meet m Thcie nould be no probability that 
“ they should meet theie, because there would be 
places more private and moie commodious. Now 
theie ought to be nothing in a tiagical action but 
what IS necessary or probable. 

But lieason is not the only thing that is earned 
on in 'this hall , that, and love,' and philosophy, 
“'take then turns in it, without any manner of ne- 
cessity or piobability ocGasioned_by the action, as 
duly and as legulaily, wnthout interrupting one 
‘^‘'another, as if theie were a ti iple league between 
them, and a mutual agi cement that each should 
give place to, and make way foi, the other, in a 
“ due and oideily succession. 

We now come to the thud Act. Sempronius, 
In this Act, comes into the governor’^ hall, witli 
“ the leadei s of the mutiny , but, as soon as Cato 
is gone, Sempionius, who but jiist before had 
acted like an unpaialleled knave, discoveis him- 
^^'self, like an egregious fool, to be an accomplice 
‘‘ 111 the conspiiacy. 


The pel son meant by the initials J G is Su John Gibson, 
Lieutenant-Governoi of Portsmouth in the year 1710, and aftei- 
'wards He was much beloved in the army, and by the common 
soldiers called Johimj Gibson. H 
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" Sevlp Ivnow-, iilloms, nhcn such pihr^ slmcs prc- 
** siirae 

« To n»'c in treason, if ihc plot bucccccI , * 

** They ’re throim nt glcclcd 1»3 , but, if it fails, 

" They re sure to dit like dogs, as jou sball do 
" Here, take thesd factious nioiistdrs, drag thoin forth 
To sudden deatli — ' ^ 

"Tistrue, indeed, the second lender sa)s,^ there 
are none there but friends but is tint possible at 
such \ juncture ^ Can a parcel of rogues attempt 
“ to assassinate the governor of a town of war, m 
his own hou«:e, in mid daj ^ and, after the} -are 
" discovered, and defeated, can there be none near 
them but friends? Is it, not plain, from these 
" words of Scmpronui% 

** Here, take these factious monsters, dng them fortli 
I « To sudden denth — ' 

nnd from the enfmucc of the guards upon tlie 
*Mvord of command, that those guards ere withm 
ear sliot ^ Beliold Scmpronius, tlien, p dpablj dis- 
“ covered How comes it to pass, then, that instead 
of being hanged up with the rest, lie remains secure 
^Mn the governors hall, and Iheic carnes bn Ins 
conspiracy against the government, thd tlnrti time 
" m the same daj, with hi^ old comrade Sjpln\, 
“ who enters at the same time that the guards are 
carrying away the kaders, big with the news of 
“ the defeat of Sempronius though where he had 
“his intelligence so soon is difficult to imagine^ 
“ And now the reader may expect a verj extrabrdw 
“ nary scene there is not abundance of spirit in- 
“ deed, nor a great deal of passion, but there is 
Wisdom rtiore than enough to supply all defect^ 

“ s^ph 
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« Si/ph Om first design, my friend, has prov’d aboi- 
“ tire , 

Still there remains an after-game to play . 

“ My troops aie mounted, their Numidian steeds 
“ Snuff up the winds, and long to scour the desert 
Let but Sempronius lead us in oui flight, 

‘‘ We ’ll force the gate, whcie Mai cus keeps his guard, 

“ And hew down all that would oppose oui passage , 

“ A day will bring us into Caesar’s camji 

“ Semp Confusion • I have failed of half my purpose , 

“ Maicia, the chaiming hlaicia’s left behind. 

Well' but though he tells us the half pm pose he 
has failed of, he does not tell us the half that he 
“ has Gained But what does he mean hy 

“ Marcia, the cbaiming hlarcia’s left lichmd ? 

He IS now m hei own house ’ and we have neithei 
5een hei, not heard of hei, any wheie else since the 
play began. But now let us heai Syphax : 

What hinders then, but that you find hei out, 

Aud hurry her away by manly force ? 

But what does old Sy[ihax mean by finding hei 

out? They talk as if she weie as haid to be found 
* / 1 

as a hare m a frosty morning. 

Semp But how to gam admission ^ 

Oh I she IS found out then, it seems 

But how to gam admibsiou ’ for access 
“ Is giv’n to none, but Juba and hei hi others 

But, lailleiy apart, wjiy access to Juba' For he 
was owned and received as a lover neither by the 
‘‘^father nor by the daughtei Well' but let that , 

passv 
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piss S3 phax puts Sempromus out of pain imme- 
“ diatel) , and, being a Numidian, abounding m 
niles, supplies him with a stratagem for admission, 
*^that, IbehevCi is a non-pareille 

Sj/ph ThoU shalt hd\e JubaS dress, and Jubas 
guatds , 

The doors will open when Numidia’s prince 
,, Seems to appear before them 

‘‘ Sempromus is, it seems, to pass for Juba m full 
da> at Catos house, where they were both so very 
“ welLknown, b} having Jubas dress and his guards 
as if one of the RIarshals of France could pass for 
the duke of Bavaria, at noon day, at Versailles, by 
'Uiaving lus dress and livencs But how does S3- 
phax pretend to lielp Sempromus to joung Jubas 
dress f Does he serve him in a double capacity, 
as general and master of liis wardrobe ? But why 
Jubas guards ^ For the devil of any guards has 
“ Juba appeared witli yet Well * though this is a 
mighty politic! invention, yet, mcthinks, they 
‘ might have done witliout It for, since tlie advice 
that S^pfiax gave to Sempromus was. 

To hurrj hei aUa^ by manl^ force, 

" m my opinion, the shortest and likeliest waj of 
coming at the lady was bj demolishing instead of 
putting on an impertinent disguise to circumvent 
“ two or three slaves But Sempromus, it seems, 
IS of another opinion He extols to the skies the 
invention of old Syphax 

** Semp Heavens' what a thought was there * 

VoL X. K 


Now , 
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Now, I appeal to the leadei, if I have not been 
“ as good as my word ' Did I not tell him, that I 
would lay betoie him a vciy wise scene ^ 

But now' let us lay before the reader that part 
“of the sceneiy of the Fouith Act, which may 
“ shew' the absui dities w Inch the author has run into, 
“ through the indiscreet observance of the Unity of 
“.Place. I do not lemcmber that Aiistotle has 
^ “ said any thing expiessly concerning the Unity^of 
' Place ’Tis tiue, implicitly he has said enough in 
“ the lules w’hich he has laid down for the Chorus. 
For, by malving the Chorus an essential part of 
' “ Tiagedy, and by bunging it on the stage immedi- 

“ ately after the opening of the scene, and retaining 
“ it theie till the very catastrophe, he has so deter- 
mined and fixed the place of action, that it w as 
“ impossible foi an author on theGiecian stage to 
“ bleak thiough that Unity I am of opinion, that 
“ if a modern tiagick poet can presen’e the unity of 
“ place, w'lthout destroying the piobabihty of the 
incidents, ’tis alw ays best for him to do it , because, 
‘‘ by the preseivmg of that unity, as we have taken 
“ notice above, he adds giace, and clearness, and 
“ comeliness, to the lepiesentation But since there 
aie no expiess rules about it, and we are under no 
“ compulsion to keep it, since w'e have no chorus 
“as the Giecian poet had, if it cannot be pre- 
“ seived, without rendeimg the gi eater part of the 
“incidents unieasonable and absu d, and peihaps 
“ sometimes monstrous, ’tis certainly better to 
“ bi eak it 

“ Now comes bully Sempronms, comically ac- 
“ coutred and equipped with his Numidian dress 

“ and 
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and his Nutnuh m gmrds Let the re'ider '\ttend 
" to him with all Ins ears for the w ords of the w ise 
are precious 

‘‘ Sanp The dccr is lodg d, I \c track’d her to her 
“ co\ert 

Now I would fain know why this doer is said 
to be lodged, since we liave not heard one word, 
since the play began, of her being at all out of 
harbour and if we consider the discouree with 
“ which she and Lucia begin the Act, we ha\e rea- 
“ son to believe that the) had hardly been talking 
of such matters in the street However, to plea- 
sure Sempronius, let us suppose, for once, that 
" the deer is lodged 

“ The dccr is lod^, d, P\c track’d her to her covert 

“ If he had seen her m the open field, what occa- 
sion had he to track her, when he had so manv 
Numidian dogs at his heels, which, witli one hal- 
" loo, he might have set upon her haunches ? If 
he did not sec her in the open field, how could he 
" possibly tiack lier? If he had seen her m the 
“ street, why did he not set upon her m the street, 
“ since through the street she must be carried at last? 
“ Now here, instead of having bis thoughts upon 
“ his business, and upon the present danger instead 
of meditating and contriving how he shall pass 
with his mistress thiough the southern gate, w Iierc 
" her brother Marcus is upon the guard, and where 
he would certainly prove an impediment to him, 
“ which IS thejloman word for the baggage, instead 
K 3 "of 
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“ of doing thiSj Sempronius is entei taming himself 
“ with whimsies . 

Semp How will the young Numichan rave to see 
“ His mistiess lost’ If aught could glad my soul, 

“ Be}ond th’ enjoyment of so bright a piize, 

’Twould be to torture that }Oung, gay Barbaiian 
‘‘ But hark ’ what noise ? Death to my hopes ’ ’tis hd, 
“ ^Tis Juba’s self’ Thcie is but one waj^ left ' 

“ He must be murdei’d, and a passage cut 
“ Thiough those his guards 

“ Pi ay, what are ‘ those his guards?’ I thought 
at present, that Juba’s guards had been Sempro- 
“ nius’s tools, and had been dangling after his heels. 

But now let us sum up all these absurdities to- 
“ gether Sempronius goes at noon-day, in Juba’s 
clothes, and with Juba’s guards, to Cato’s palace, 
in Older to pass for Juba, m a place where they 
“ were both so very well know n • he meets Juba 
theie, and resolves to murder him with his own 
“ guai ds Upon the guai ds appearing a little bashful, 
he threatens them : 

“ Hah ' Dastards, do yon tremble ’ 

“ Oi act like men , oi, by yon azuie hea-\’n I 

But the guaids still lemaimng restive, Sempro- 
“ mus himself attacks Juba, wdnle each of the guards 
is repiesentmg Mr Spectator’s sign of the Gaper, 
aw^ed, it seems, .and teriified by Sempronms’s 
threats Juba kills Seinpionms, and takes his owm 
“ army prisoners, and carries them m triumph away 
to Cato Now\ I w'ould fain know", if any part 

of 
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'of Mr Bayes t> traged) is so full of nbsurdit} as 
“ this ^ 

"Upon hearing the clash of snords, I ucia and 
" Marcia come m The question is, i\hy no men 
" come m upon hearing the noise of swords m the 
“ governor s hall ? Where was the governor hiin‘;elf^ 
" Where w ere his guards ^ WJiet e w ere his serv ants ^ 
“ Such an attempt as this, so near the person of a 
" governor of a place of war, was enough to alarm 
" the whole garrison and 3et, for almost half an 
" hour after Sempronius was killed} we find none of 
" those appear, who were the likeliest in the world 
" to be alarmed and Uie noise of swords is made to 
"draw only two poor women thither, who were 
" most certain to run awa) from it Upon Lucia 
" and Marcias coming in, Lucia appears m all the 
sjmptoms of an h}steiical gentlewoman 
** Luc Sure ewas tlie clash of swords’ my troubled 
" heart 

" Is so cast down, and sunl amidst its sorrows, 

'' It throbs with fear, and aches at every sound ’ 

"And immediately lier old winmse) returns upon 
" her 

O Marcn, slioiild thy brotlieis, for m3 sake— - 
“ I die awa3 with horror at the tliouglit 
" She fancies that there can he no cutting of throat*?, 
but it must be for her If this is tragical, I would 
" f^ know ^liat IS comical Well ’ upon this the3 
" spy the body of Sempronius and Marcn, deluded 
" by the habit, it ‘^eems, takes him for Juba for, 
says she, 

" The face is muffled up within the garment 

>ow, 
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Now, how a man could fight, and fall with his 
« face muffled up m his garment, is, I think, a little 
hard to conceive ’ Besides, Juba, before he killed 
him, knew him to be Sempronius. It was not by 
“ his gaiment that he knew this , it was by 'his face 
then * his face thercfoie ivas not muffled. Upon 
’ seeing this man with his muffled face, ISIarcia falls 
a raving , and, owning her passion for the sup- 
posed defunct, begins to make his funeral oration. 
Upon wdiich Juba cnteis listening, I suppose on 
tip-toe , foi I cannot imagine how an)^ one can en- 
ter listening man}'' othci postuie. I w'oiild fain 
know how it came to pass, that duiing all this 
“ time he had sent nobody, no, not so much as a 
candle-snufFer, to take aw ay the dead body of 
Sempronius W ell ' but let us regard him listen- 
“ mg Having left his apprehension behind him, 
“ he, at first, applies what Maicia says to Sempio- 
“ nius But finding at last, with much ado, that he 
himself IS the happy man, he quits his eve-diop- 
“ plug, and discoveis himself }ust time enough to 
prevent his bemg cuckolded by a dead man, of 
whom the moment befoie he had appealed so jea- 
“ lous , and giecdily inteicepts the bliss wdnch was 
fondly designed for one who could not be the 
" better for it. Bat heie I must ask a question. 
“ hov/ comes Juba to listen heie, who had not listened 
before throughout the play ^ Or how comes he to 
“ be the only person of tins tragedy who listens, 
w'hen love and treason were so often talked m so 
publick a place as a hall ^ I am afraid the authoi 
was driven upon all these absuidities only to mtro- 
^uce this miserable mistake of Marcia, which, after 

all. 
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" all, IS much below the dignity of tragedy, ns inj 
‘‘ thing IS which is the effect or result of trick 
" But let us come to the scenery of the I ifth Act 
« Cato appears first upon the scene, sitting in n 
“ thoughtful posture m his Innd PI \to*s treatise ou 
‘‘ the Immortality of the Soul, a drawn sw ord on the 
“ table b} him Now fet us consider the place m 
“which this sight is presented tons The place, 
“ forsooth, IS a long hall Let us suppose, tliat any 
“ one should place himself in this posture, in the 
“ midst of one of our halls in London that he 
should appear so/m, m a sullen posture, a drawn 
“sword on the table him, m lus hand Phtos 
“ treatise on the Immortality of the Soul, translated 
“ lately by Bernard Lintot I desire the reader to 
consider, ivlicther sucli a jicrson as this would pass, 
“ with them who behold him, for a great patriot, a 
** great philosopher, or a general, or somcaihinisical 
“ person, who fancied himself all these? and whetlier 
“the people, who belonged to tlic fimil), would 
tliiiil that such a persoh had a design u])ou their 
“ midnlfs or his ownr 

‘Mn shoit, that Cato should sit long cnougli in 
“ the aforc'sajd posture, in the midst of this large 
“ hall, to read over Plato s treatise on the Immorta- 
“ htj of the Soul, which is n lecture of two long 
“ hours , that die should propose to himself to be 
“ private there upon that occasion that he should 
“ be angry ivith Ins son for intruding there then, 
“ that he should leave this hall upon the jiretence 
“of sleep, give himself the mortal wound m Ins 
“ bedchamber, and then be brought back into that 
“ hall to expire, purely to shew his good bree<hng, 

“ and 
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and save his fiiends the tiouble of coming up to 
his bedchamber , all this appears to me to be im^ 
^‘probable, inci edible, impossible’’ 

Such IS the censure of Dennis. There is, as Dry- 
den expresses it, perhaps “ too much horse-play in - 
“ his railler}!- but if his jests are coarse, his argu- 
ments are strong Yet, as we love better to be pleased 
than be taught, Cato is read, and the critick is neg- 
lected. 

Flushed with consciousness of these detections of 
absurdity in the conduct, he afterwards attacked the 
sentiments of Cato, but he then amused himself 
"with petty cavils and minute objectapns. 

Of Addison’s smaller poems, no particular men- 
tion is necessaiy , they have little that can emjiloy 
or require a cntick The paiallel of the Pi mces and 
Gods, in his veises to Kneller, is often happy, but 
is too well known to be quoted 

His tianslations, so far as X have compaied them, 
want the exactness of a scholai That he understood 
his authors cannot be doubted , but his versions will 
' not teach otheis to understand them, being too licen- 
tiously paraphrastical They are, howevei , for the 
most part, smooth and easy , and, what is the first 
excellence of a translator, such as may be read with 
pleasure by those who do not know the originals. 

His poetry is polished and pure ; the product of a 
mind too judicious to commit faults, but not suffi- 
ciently vigorous to attain excellence. He has some- 
times a striking line, or a shining paragraph , but in 
the whole^he is warm lather than fervid, and shews 
more dexterity than stiength. He was however oue 
^f our earliest examples of correctn^'s. 


The 



A D D 1 S O N 


137 


The \er3ification nhich he Ind learned from Drj- 
den he debased rather than refined Ills rhymes 
are often dissonant in his Gcorgick he admits broken 
lines He uses both triplets and Alexandrines, but 
triplets more fiequently m his translations than his 
other norks Ihe mere structure of verses ‘Jeems 
ne\ er to have engaged much of his care But his 
lines are very smooth in Rosamond, and too smooth 
m Cato 

Addison is now to be considered as a critick a 
namewhich the present generation is scared} willing 
to allow him His criticism is condemned as tenta- 
tive or experimental, rather than scientifick and he 
is considered as ^deciding by ta»>tc^ rathci than by 
pnnci|)]es \ 

It IS not uncommon, for those who have grown 
wise b) the labour of others, to add a little of their 
own, and overlool their masters Addison is now 
despi«ed by some who jitrhaps would never have 
seen his defects, but by the lights which he aflorded 
them That he alwavs wrote as he would think it 
nece«saiy to write now, cannot be affirmed his in- 
structions weie such us the characters of his readers 
made proper I jiat g eneral knowledge which now 

circulates m common tall , u as liTb/s timo rarely to 
be found jMcn not professing learning were not 
ashamed of ignorance and, in the female world, 
^ny acquaintance witlx books was distinguished only 
to be censured His purpose was to infuse literary 
curiosity, by gentle and unsuspected convey ance, into 
tjie gay, tlie idle, and the wealthy he therefore pro 
Rented knowledge in the most "^luring foim, not 

* Ta tc must decide Wakton C 

• loffy 
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lofty and austere, but accessible and familiar. When 
he shewed them their defects, lie shewed them like- 
wise that they might be easily supplied His at- 
tempt succeeded, enquiry was anakcned, and com- 
piehension expanded An emulation of intellectual 
elegance was excited, and fiom this time to our onn 
life has been gradually exalted, and conveisation 
purified and enlarged. 

Dryden had, not many years before, scattered cri- 
ticism over his Prefaces with veiy little parsimony ; 
but though he sometimes condescended to be some- 
what fain iliai, his manner was in geneial too scho- 
lastick for those who had yet their rudiments to 
leain, and found it not easy to undei stand their 
master. His obsei rations \\ere framed rather for 
those that weie learning to write, than for those that 
read only to talk. 

An mstiuctor like Addison was now wanting, 
whose remaiks being supeificial might be easily un- 
derstood, and being just might prepare the mind for 
more attainments. Had he piesented Paradise Lo'if 
to the pubhck mth all the pomp of system and sc- 
veri^p_f. science, the criticism would peihaps have 
been admired, and the poem still have been neg- 
lected , but by the blandishments of gentleness and 
facility he has made Milton an umvei sal favourite, 
with whom readers of eveiy class think it necessary 
to be pleased. 

He descended now and then to lower disquisitions : 
and by a serious display of the beauties of Chevy- 
Chase exposed himself to the iidicule of Wagstaff. 
who bestowed a like pompous chaiacter on Tom 
Thumb , and to the contempt of Dennis, who, con- 

X sideling 



133 


ADDISON 

sidenng the fundamental position of his criticism, 
that Cheii/-C!uisc pleases, and ought to please, be- 
cause It IS natural, ohsertes, “ that there is a nay of 
“debating from nature, bj bombast or tumour, 
“ nbich soars above nature, and cnlaiges images 
“ bejond their real buih by affectation, nliicb for- 
“ sahes nature in quest of something unsuitable and 
“ by imbecilitj, which degrades nature by faintness 
“ and diminution, by obscuring Us appearances, and 
“ neahemng its effects ” In Chciy-Chase there is 
not much of cither bombast or affectation but there 
IS chill and lifeless imbecilhtj The «tor} cannot 
possibly be told in a manner that shall inahe less 
impression on the mind 

Betore the profound observers of the present race 
repose too securelj on the consciousness of their su- 
periorit} to Addison, let them consider his Bern irhs 
on Ond in which may be found specimens of cri- 
ticism sufhcientlj subtle and refined let them peruse 
Iikeivise his Essays on "W it, and on the Pleasures of 
Imagination, in uhicli he founds art on the base of 
nature, and drans the principles of invention from 
dispositions inherent in the mind of man w itli skill 
and elegance *, such as his contemners will not easily 
attain 

As a describer of life and manners, he must be 
allowed to stand perhaps the first of the first rank 
His humour, which, as Steele observes, is peculiar 
to himself, IS so happily diffused as to give the grace 
ofrnovelty to domestic scenes and dailj occurrences 
He never “ outsteps the modesty of nature, nor 

* Far, in Dr W arton 5 opinion beyond Drj den C 
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raises meiriment or wonder by the violation of truth. 
His figuies neithei diveit by distortion, nor amaze 
by aggravation. He copies life with so much fidelity, 
that he can be hardly said to invent , yet his exhi- 
bitions have an an so much original, that it is diffi- 
cult to suppose them not meiely the product of 
imagination. 

As a teachei of wisdom, he may be confidently 
followed His lehgion has nothing in it enthusiastick 
oi superstitious he appeals neither weakly credu- 
lous, nor wantonly sceptical , his morality is neither 
dangerously lax, nor impiacticably rigid. All the 
enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency of argu- 
ment,--aie employed to lecommend to the reader his 
leal interest, the care of pleasing the Author of his 
being. Ti uth is shewn sometimes as the phantom 
of a vision; sometimes appeals half-veiled m an 
allegory, sometimes attiacts legard m the lobes of 
fancy , and sometimes steps foitli in the confidence 
of leason. She wears a thousand dresses, and in all 
^s pleasing, 

' “ Mille habet'oinatus, mille decentei liabet” 


His prose is the model of the middle style , on 
giave subjects not formal, on light occasions not 
grovelling, puie without sci upulosity, and exact 
without appaient elaboration , ahvays equable, and 
always easy, without glowing woi ds oi pointed sen- 
tences Addison never deviates fiom his track to 
snatch a grace ; he seeks no ambitious ornaments, 
and tiles no hazaidous innovations. His page is 
always luminous, but never blazes m unexpected 
splendour. 


It 
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It was apparently his pnncipal endeavour to avoid 
ti|l harshness and sevcri^ of diction he is therefore 
sometimes verbose m his transitions and connections, 
and sometimes descends too much to the language 
of conversation , yet if his language had been less 
idiomatical, it might have lost somewhat of its ge- 
nuineAnghcism What lie attempted, he performed 
he is never feeble, and he did not wish to be ener- 
getick * he is never rapid, and he never stagnates 
His sentences have neither studied amplitude, nor 
affected brevity his penods, though not diligently 
rounded, are voluble and easj Whoever wishes to 
attain an English st) le, familiar but not coarse, and 
elegant but not ostentations, must give his da^s and 
nights to the volumes of Addison 

* But saj-s Dr Warton lit someUmet is so and m anoUier 
MS note, he adcU cj/en so C 
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John hughes, the =^011 of a citizen in London, 
and of Anne Burgc'rs, of an ancient family in Wilt- 
shiie, was bom at Marlboioiigh, July 29, lf>77- 
was educated at a prnatc school, and though his 
advances in literatuic are, in the Bwp aphm, ^cry 
ostentatiously displayed, the name of his inastei is 
some\^ hat ungratefully concealed ' 

At nineteen he diew the plan of a tragedy ; and 
paraphrased, rather too piofusely, the ode ol Horace 
which begins ‘‘ Integer Vitce.” To poetiy he added 
the science of inusick, in which he seems to ha\e 
attained considerable skill, togethci n ith the practice 
of design, or rudiments of painting. 

His studies did not mthdiau him holly from 
business, nor did business Inndei him fiom study. 
He had a place in the office of ordnance , and \\ as 

* He was educated in a di scnting acadcm\, of whicli the Rei 
Mr Thomas Rowe was tutoi , and was a fellow siudcnt there 
with Dr Isaac Watts, Mi Samuel Saj , and othei persons of emi- 
nence In the “ Horaj Ljncdi” ot Dr \Yatts is a poem to tlie 
aiemor)’ of Mr Rowe H 
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secretary to several commissions for purchasing lands 
nece^isary to ‘secure the ro^al docks at Chatham and 
Portsmouth yet found time to acquaint himself 
Mitli modern languages 

In ldp7 he published a poem on the Peace of 
Ryswicl and Idpg another piece, called The Court 
of Nepune, on the return of 1 ing William, nliicli 
he addressed to Mr Montague^ the general patron 
of the folloueis of the Muses The same jear he 
produced a song on die duke of Gloucester s birth- 
dar 

He did not confine himself to poetry, but culti- 
vated other kinds of nriting with great success , and 
about this time sliencd Ins knowledge of human 
nature an 'Essay on thePleasw cof being deceived 
In 1702 he published, on the death of king William, 
a Pindaric ode, called The House oj Nassau and 
wote another panphraso on the Ottum Ditos of 
Horace 

In 1703 Ins ode on Musick was performed at Sta- 
tioners’ Hall and he wrote afterwards «ix cantatas, 
which were set to musick the greatest m'lster of 
that time, and seem intended to ^oppose or exclude 
the Italian opera, an evotick and irrational entertain- 
ment, which has been always combated, and alwaj*^ 
has prevailed 

His reputation was now so fir advanced, that the 
publick began to pay reverence to his name and he 
was solicited to prefix a preface to the translation of 
Boccalini, a writer whose satirical vein cost him his 
life m Ital), and who never, I believe, found many 
readers in this country, even though introduced by 
such povvei'ful recommendation 


He 
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He translated Fontenelle’s Dialogues of the Dead; 
and his veision was peiliaps lead at that time, but is 
now neglected, for by a book not necessary, and 
owing its leputation wholly to its turn of diction,i 
little notice can be gamed but fiom those who can 
enjoy the giaces of the original. To the Dialogues 
of Fontenelle he added two composed by himself ; 
and, though not only an honest but a pious man, 
dedicated his work to the earl of Wharton. He 
judged skilfully enough of his own interest; for 
Whaiton, when he went lord lieutenant to Ireland/ 
offered to take Hughes with him, and establish him; 
but Hughes, having hopes oi promises, from another 
man m powei, of some piovision more suitable to 
his inclination, declined Wharton’s offer, and ob- 
tained nothing from the other. 

He translated The 31 iser of Mohere, which he 
nevbr offered to the stage ; and occasionally amused 
himself with making veisions of favourite scenes in 
other plays 

Being now received as a wit among the wits, he 
paid his contributions to hteiaiy undertakings, and 
assisted both the Tatlei , Spectator, and Guardian. 
In 1712 he translated Vei tot’s Histoiy of the Revo- 
lution of Portugal , pioduced'an Ode to the Creator 
of the World, from the Fragment of Oipheus , and 
brought upon the stage an opei a called Calypso and 
Telemachus, intended to shew that the English lan- 
guage might be very happilj^ adapted to musick. 
This was impudently opposed by those who weie 
employed m the Italian opeia , and, what cannot be 
told without indignation, the mtiuders had such 
interest mth the duke of Shiewsbmy, then lord 

chamberlain, 
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diainberlim, «lio had manicd an Italian, as to ob- 
tain an obstruction at tlic profits, tliougli not art 
inhibition of tlie jierformance 

Tliero ivas at this time a project fonnt'd bj Ton- 
son for a translation of the 1‘liarsalia bj sei eral hands 
and Hughes enghslieu the tenth booh But tins 
design, as must often happen nhen the concur- 
rence of manj is neeessaij, fell to the ground, 
and the nhole trorh nas alternards performed hy 
Rowe 

His acquaintance with the great w riters of his time 
appears to liave been terj general , but of Ins inti- 
macy with Addison tliere is a remarl able proof It 
IS told on good autliotitv, that Cato was finished and 
plaj ed by Ills persuasion It had long w anted the last 
acb which he was desired hy Addison to siipplj If 
the request w as sincere, it proceeded from an opinion, 
whatever it was, that did not last long for, when 
Hughes came in a week to shew him his first at- 
tem]it, he found half an act wntten by Addison 
luihself 

He afterwards published the works ofSpeiiser, with 
his Lift, a Glossaiy , and a Discourse on Allegorical 
Poetry a work for which he was well qualified as 
a judge of the beauties of writing, but perhaps 
wanted an antiquarj s I nowledgo of the obsolete 
Vvords He did not much revive the curiosity of the 
publick, for near thirty years elapsed before hiS 
edition was reprinted Hie same year produced his 
Apollo and Daphne, of which the success was very 
earnestly promoted by Steele, who, when the rage 
of par^ did not misguide him, seems to liave been 
a man of boundless benevolence 

Vot X L Hughes 
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Hughes had hitheitn sufleiecl the mortifications of 
nai row foi tune , but m 1717 the lord chanculloi 
Conpei set him at ea^e, h}* making liim secretary to 
the commissions of the peace , in which he uf^er^\ ai ds, 
by paiticular lequcst, desiied his sucrcssoi loid Par- 
kei to continue him He had now afihience ; hut 
such IS human life, that he had it when his declining 
health could neither allow liim long ])osscssion, nor 
quick enjoyment 

His last noik was his tragedy, The Singe of JDn- 
mnscus, aftei which a Siege became a popular title 
This play, which still continues on the '^tage, and of 
which it IS unnecessaiy to add a jirivate \ oice to such 
continuance of approbation, is not acted or printed 
accoiding to the authoi’s oiigmal draught, or his set- 
tled intention. He had made Phocyas apostatize 
from his lehgion, altei w'hich the abhoiience of 
Eudocia would have been leasonable, his misery 
would have been just, and the hoiiois of his lepent- 
ance exemplaiy The playeis, howe\er, required 
that the guilt of Phocyas should terminate m desei- 
tion to the enemy , and Hughes, unw'illmg that his 
relations should lose the benefit of his woik, com- 
plied with the alteiation 

He was now'^ w^eak wnth a hngeiing consumption, 
and not able to attend the 1 ehearsal, yet w'as so vigo- 
rous in his faculties that only ten days befoie his 
death he wTote the dedication to his pation loid 
Cowpei. On Februaiy 17, 1719-20, the play was 
represented, and the authoi died He lived to hear 
that it was w^ell leceived , but paid no regard to the 
intelligence, being then wdiolly employed m the 
meditations of a depaiting Chiistian. 
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A man ofins cliar'icternas undoubtedly regretted 
mid Steele devoted an tss'iy, m the paper called The 
Theatre, to the raemoiy of lus virtues IIis life is 
written in the Biographn with some degree of fa- 
vourable partiahtv and an account of him is pre- 
fixed to his works by Ins lelation the late Mr Dun- 
combe, a man whose blameless elegance deserved 
the same respect 

The character of his genius I shall transcribe from 
the correspondence of Swift and Pope ^ 

A month ago,' «a3s Swift, ere sent me over 
" by a fnend of mine, the works of Tohn Hughe'?, 
"Esquire They are in pro‘?e and verse I never 
" heard of the man m my life, yet I find j our name 
" as a subscriber He is too grave a poet for me 
" and I think among the in prose as well 
" as verse *’ 

To this Pope returns " To answ er your question. 
" as to Mr Hughes , what he wanted m genius, he 
" made up as an honest man but lie w as of the class 
" jou think him^ ’ 

In Spences Collection Pope is made to speak of 
him with still less respect, as having no claim to 
poetical reputation but from his tragedy 

* Tlus Dr Warton asserts is lery unjust censure, and in 
a note in his late edition of Pope s Works oaks jf the author 

of such a Tragedy as The Stcge of Damastms vvas one of the 

■mediocTtbui ? Swift and Pope seem not to recollect the value 
' and rank of an author who could write such a Tragedy Crf 
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S H F F I K li D, 

DUKE OF BUCIUNGHAMSIIIRE. 


John Sheffield, descended from a long 

series of illustrious ancestors, was bom in 1649 , the 
son of Edmund Earl of Mulgrave, who died in idsS. 
The young lord was put into the hands of a tutor, 
with whom he was so little satisfied, that he got rid 
of him in a short time, and at an age not exceeding 
twelve years resolved to educate himself. Such a 
puipose, formed at such an age, and successfully 
prosecuted, delights as it is strange, and instructs as 
it is leal. 

His literary acquisitions are more wonderful, as 
those years in which they are commonly made were 
spent by him in the tumult of a military life, or the 
ojf_a couit^ When war was declared against 
the Hutch, he went at seventeen on-board the ship 

in 
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m which pnnce Rupert and the duke of Albemarle 
sailed, with the command of the fleet but by con- 
trariety of winds they were restrained from action 
His zeal for the kings service was recompensed by 
the command of one of the independent troops of 
horse, then raised to protect the coast 

Next year he received a summons to Parliament, 
which, as hewastlien but eighteen years old, the 
earl of Northumberland censured as at least indecent, 
and his objection was allowed He had a quarrel 
with the earl of Rochester, which he has perhaps too 
ostentatiously rehted,as Rochester s surviving sister, 
the lad) Sandwich, is said to have told him with veiy 
sharp reproaches 

When another Dutch war ( 1012 ) broke out, he 
went again a volunteer m the ship which the cele- 
brated lord Ossory commanded and there made, as 
he relates, two curious remarks 

** I have observed two things, which I dare nfiirm, 
" though not generally believed One was, that the 
wind of a cannon bullet, though flying never so 
"near, is incapable of doing the least Inrm and 
"indeed, were it otherwise, no man above deck, 
"would escape Tlie other was, that a great shot 
" may be sometimes avoided, even as it flies, by 
"changing ones ground a little for, when the 
“ wind sometimes blew away the smoke, it was so 
" clear a sun shiny day, that w e could easily perceive 
" the bullets (that were half-spent) fall into the wi- 
" ter, and from thence bound up again among us, 
" which gives sufficient time for miking a steportwo 
on any side, though, in so swift i motion, tis hard 
" to judge well m what line the bullet comes, 

" which 
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“ winch, if mistaken, ma\ hy umoMn;^ co^-t a man 
“ his hie, lusioad oi sa\in^ it 

II IS hehaMour was so r.nmiiahl) r(pic‘»nttsl hy 
lord Ossoiv, th.tt iu was luKarntd to the conun.md 
of the Calhtiiiic. tlic h(si scronrl-rate ship in the 
navy. 

lie aftcnvaids laiscd a leetiiu nt of foot, and coin- 
inandcd it as colonel 'J’lu laiuhfone. wtrt s( jjt 
ashore by prince Ru{>eit and lu hvid in the t nnj) 
\Gry laimhaily with Sdioinb* i;^. He was then ap- 
pointed colonel of the old Holland res^mn nt, to- 
gether with his own, and had the ]>ronust of a car- 
ter, which he obtained in his tw( ntv-fifili \(ar lit* 
w'as likewise made gentleiiMn of the bL»l-( liambcr. 
He aftenvards went into the Fieneh sur\tce, to learn 
the ait of war iindci 'rnronne, but staid oiilv a short 
time Being In the duke of Monmouth oppo>i d m 
his pretensions to tlu (ir^i trooj) of lior-v -guards, he, 
in return, made Monmoiitli su^pt ott d In tlu ihike ot 
York. lie was n'^n long nftn, w lu n the uidneky 
Monmoutli fell into disgra<e, leconi})' nstd with the 
lieutenancy of Yoikshue, and the go\cnnnLnt of 
Hull. 

Thus rapidly did he make his wa} both to military 
and cnil honouis and employ inents , ^ et, busy as he 
was, he did not neglect his sUidies, hut at hast cid- 
tivatcd poetry, m which lie must ha\e been eailv 
considered as uncomnionlv skilful, if it he tiue wliicli 
is icported, that, when he was }et not twenty } cars 
old, his iccommendation advanced Dry den to tlu* 
laurel. 

1 he IMoors h.n mg besieged Tangiei , he w as sent 
(1680) with two thousand men to Us lehcf. A 
I stiaiige 
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strange stor) is told of the danger to nhicli he was 
intentionally eKjio'setl in a leal^y ship^ to gratif} some 
lesentfnl jealousy of the king, whose health he there- 
fore would ne\er permit at Ins table till he saw him- 
self in a s ifer place His vovagewas prosperously 
performed m three weeks and the Moors without 
a contest retired before him 

In this 10} age he composed The J ision a licen- 
tious poem, such as was fashionable in those times, 
with little power of in\ention or propnetj of senti- 
ment 

At his return he found the king kind, who perhaps 
liad ne\a been augij and he continued a wit and 
a courtier as before 

At the succession of king lames, to whom he was 
intimately known, and by whom he thought himself 
beloved, he naturally expected still brighter sun- 
shine but all know how soon tint reign began to 
gather clouds His expectations were not disap 
pointed he was immediate!} admitted into thepruj 
council, and made lord chamberlain He accepted a 
place ill the high commission, w ithout know ledge, as 
he declaied after the Revolution, of its illeg'ilitj 
Having tew religious «:cniple‘;, he attended the king 
to mass, and kneeled witli the rest, but had no dis- 
position to receive the Romish Faith, or to force it 
upon others for when tlie piiests, encouraged bj his 
appearances of compliance, attempted toconverthim, 
he told them, as Burnet has recorded, that he was 
willing to receive instruction, and that he liad taken 
much pains to behev e in God w ho had made the w orld 
and all men in it , but that he should not be easily 
persuaded that manwas and made God again 

A pointed 
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A pointed sentence is bestowed by successive trans- 
jnission to the last whom it will fit ; tins censure of 
tiansubstantiation, whatever be its value, was uttered 
long ago by Anne Askew, one of the first suffeiers 
for the Protestant Keligion, who, in the tune of. 
Henry VIIL was tortured in the Tower , concerning 
which theie is reason to wondei that it was not known 
to the Historian of the Reformation. 

In the Revolution he acquiesced, though he did 
not piomote it I'herenas once a design of associat- 
ing him m the invitation of the piince of Orange ; 
but the earl of Shrewsbury discouiaged the attempt, 
by declaring that Mulgiave would never concur. 
This king William after wauls told him ; and asked 
what he would have done if the pioposal had been 
made ^ Sir,” said he, would have discoiered it 
to the king whom T then served ” To which king 
William replied, “ 1 cannot blame you ” 

Finding king James iiiemediably excluded, he 
voted for the conjunctive rovei eignt3q upon this ' 
principle, that he thought the title of the prince and 
his consort equal, and it would please the prince their 
protector to have a share in the sovereignty. This 
vote gratified king William , yet, eitliei by the king’s 
distrust, or his own discontent, he lived some years 
without employment He looked on the king with 
inalevolence, and, if his veises or his prose may be 
credited, with contempt. He was, notwithstanding 
this aversion or indifference, made maiquis of Nor- 
manby (1694), but still-opposed the couit on some 
important questions , yet at last he was received into 
the cabinet council, with a pension of three thou- 
sand pounds. 


At 
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At the accession of queen Anne, nhom he is said 
to have courted when they were both voung, lie was 
highlj favoured Before her coronation (I702) she 
imdehiin lord priv j seal, and soon nfterlord lieutenant 
of the North Biding of Yorkshire He was then 
named commissioner for treating vv itli the Scots about 
the Union , and was mule ne\t year, first, duke of 
Normanby, and then of Buckingham hirc,therebeing 
suspected to be somewhere a latent claim to the title 
of Buckingham 

Soon after, becoming jealous of the duke of Marl- 
borough, he resigned the privj seal, and joined the 
discontented Tones in a motion, evtremclj ofiensivc 
to the Queen, for inviting the princess Sophia to Eng- 
land The Queen courted him back with an offer no 
less than that of the chancellorship which he refused 
He now retired from business, and built that house 111 
the Park which is now the Queens, upon ground 
granted by tlie Crown • 

When the ministrj was changed (1710), he was 
made lord chamberlain of the household, and con- 
curred 111 all transactions of that time, c\ccpt that he 
endeavoured to jjrotect the Catalans After the 
Queen s death, he became a constant opponent of the 
court and, havang no piibhck business, is supposed 
to have amused himself by vvntmg his two tragedies 
He died February 24, 1720 21 

He was thrice married by his two first wives he 
liad no children by his thud, w ho was the daughter 
of king James bytlie countess of Dorchester, and the 
w idow of the earl of Anglesey, he had, besides other 
children that died carlj, a son born m 1716, who 
filed m 1735, and put an end to the line of Shef- 
field 
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field It IS observable, that the duke’s three 
Mere all uidows. The dutchess died in 1742 

His character is not to be proposed as worthy of 
imitation. His religion he may be supposed to have 
learned from Hobb'es , and his morality nas such as 
naturally proceeds from loose opinions. His senti- 
ments with respect to \\ omen he picked up in the 
court of Charles ; and his principles concerning pio- 
perty weie such as a gaming-table supplies He uas 
censured as covetous, and has been defended b}' an 
instance of inattention to his afiaiis, as if a man 
might not at once be corrupted by avarice and idle- 
ness. He IS said, however, to have had much ten- 
derness, and to have been lery leady to apologise 
for his violences of passion. 

He is introduced into this collection only as a poet; 
and, if we credit the testimony of his contempoiaries, 
he w'as a poet of no vulgar rank. Butfa\oui and 
fia>eiy aie now at an end ; ciiticism is no longer 
softened by his bounties, or an ed by his splendour, 
and, being able to take a moic steady view", disemers 
him to be a wiiter that sometimes ghmmcis, but 
rarely shines, feebly laboiious, and at best butpietty. 
His songs are upon common topicks , be hopes, and 
grieves, and lepents, and desjiaiis, and lejoices, like 
any other makei of little stanzas ; to be gieat, he 
hardly tries , to be gay, is hardly in his power. 

In the Essay on Safii e lie w as ahva3’'s supposed to 
have had the help of Diyden. His Essay on Poetiy 
IS the gieat woik for which he was praised by Ros- 
common, Dryden, and Pope , and doubtless by 
many moie w'hose eulogies have penshed. 

Upon 
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Sheffield 

Upon this pieoc he oppears to have ^ct a Ingh %n- 
lue for he ms all his life tune improving it bj suc- 
cessive revi*!!^, «o that there is scarctl) an} poem to 
be found of which the last edition differs more from 
the first Amongst other changes, mention is made 
of some compositions of Dr\den, winch were written 
after the first appearance ol the Es^a} 

At the time when tfiiswork first appeared, oMd- 
ton s fame w as not } et full} est4abhsliLd, and therefore 
Tasso and Spenser were set before bim Tiie tv>o 
last lines were these The Epick Poet, sa} s he. 

Must above i\h!toit $ loft} flights prevail, 

Succeed where great Torrpnto, and where greater 
Spenser, fail 

The last line in succeeding editions was shortened, 
and the order of names continued but now Milton 
IS at last advanced to the highest place, and the 
passage thus adjusted 

Must above T-isso & lofty flights prevail. 

Succeed where Spenser, and e cn Milton, fail 

Amendments are seldom made without some token 
of a rent lofty does not suit I isso so well as Milton 
One celebiated line seems to be borrow v.d Ihc 
Essay calls a perfect character 

A faultless monster which tlie uoild no cr saw 

Sraliger, in his poems, terms ^h^gll &nic laic mon- 
Hriim Sheffield can sevreel} be supposed to liave 
read Scaligei s poetr/, perhaps he found tlie words 
m a quotation 
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Of this Essay,, which Diyden has exalted so highlj^, 
it may be justly said that the precepts are judicious, 
sometimes new, and often happily expressed ; but 
there are, after all the emendations, many weak hues, 
and some strange appearances of negligence, as, when 
he gives the laws of elegy, he insists upon connection 
and coherence ; without which, says he, 

’Tjs epigram, ’tis point, ’tis v/hat you \vill ; 

But not an elegy, nor writ with skill. 

No panegyrick, nor a Coopei’s Hill. 

Who would not suppose that Waller s Panegyrick 
and Denham’s Cooper s Hill were elegies ? 

His verses are often insipid ; but his memoirs are 
lively and agreeable, he had the perspicuity and 
elegance of an historian, but not the fire and fancy 
of a poet. 
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Mai 1 HEW PRIOR IS one of those that have 
burst out from an obscure original to great emi- 
nence He vras bom July 21, 1CC4, according to 
some, atWinburn in Dorsetshire, of I know not 
what parents , others say, that he was the son of a 
joiner of London he was perhaps willing enough to 
leave his birth unsettled*, in hope, like Don Quix- 
ote, that the historian of his actions might find him 
some illustrious alliance 

* The difficulty of settliog^ Pnors birth place is great In the 
register of his College he is called at hts admission bf the Pre 
fiident Matlhew Prior of lyinburn in Middlesex by himself next 
day> Matthew Prior of DorteUhire in which county not in Mid 
dlesex Winhom or JFinbome as it stands la the f^Uare is found 
When he toodr^nd date for his feUowship fiveyeaxs afterwards^ 
he was registered again by himself as of Middlesex The last 
record ought to be preferred because it ivas made upon oath 
It 13 observable that as a native of Ifmhome he is styled Pilm 
Georgii Prior generosx not consistently with the common ac 
count of the meanness of lus birth Dr J 
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He lb supposed to have fallen, by his fathei’s death, 
into the hands of his uncle, a vmtnei ^ neai Channg- 
'crc&s, who sent him foi some time to Dr. Busby, at 
Westminster , but, not intenclmg to give him any 
education beyond that of the school, took him, when 
he was well advanced in litei ature, to his ow n house, 
wheietheeail of Dorset, celebiated for pationage . 
'of genius, found him by chance, as Burnet relates, 
reading Horace, and was so w ell pleased w'lth his pro- 
ficienc}', that he undeilook the care and cost of his 
academical education. 

He entered his name in St John’s College at Cam- 
budge in 16’82, in hiS'Cighteenth year, and it may 
he leasonably supposed that he was distinguished 
among his contemporai les. He became a Bachelor, 
as is usual, in foui yeais'f', and tuo years aftei w ards 
wiote the poem on the Deity, which stands first in 
his wlume. 

It IS the established piactice of that College, to 
send eveiy year to the eail of Exeter some poems 
upon sacied subjects, m acknowledgment of a bene- 
faction enjoyed by them fiom the bounty of his 
ancestor. On this occasion w^ere those veises written, 
which, though nothing is said of then success, seem 
to have recommended him to some notice ; for his 
praise of the countess’s musick, and his hues bn the 
lamous pictuie of Seneca, affoid reason foi imagin- 

^ Samuel Pi lor kept the Rummer la^eln neai Clianng Cioss 
in. 1685 The annual feast of the nobility and gently Ining m 
the parish of St Martm in the Fields was held at his house^ Oct. 

14 that year N 

f 'Fie was admitted to Ins Bachelor’s degree in 1686 , and to 
h's Mastei’s, by mandate^ in 1700. N 
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ing-tl\athe was more or less conversant with that 
famil) 

The same y ear he piibhslied The Cdtj Mouse and 
Count) \f Mouse j tb ridicule Dr^den s Hind and Pan- 
ther, in conjunction with Mr Montague Tliereisa 
story * of great pain suffered, and of tears shed, on 
this occasion, bj Drvden, who thought it hard that 
" an old man should be so treated by those to whom 
“ lie had alwaj s been civil”* By tales like these is 
the envv, raided by superior abilities, every daj gra- 
lihed when they arc attacked, every one hopes to 
see them humbled what is hoped is readily believed 
and whaf IS believed is confidently told Drydin had 
been more accustomed to hostilities, than that such 
enemies should break his quiet and, if we can sup- 
pose him vexed, it would be haid to deny him sen^e 
enough to conceal his uneasiness 

The Citij Mouse and Country Mouse procured its 
authors more solid advantages than the pleasure of 
fretting Jdryden for they were both cpeedily pre- 
ferred Montague, indeed, obtained the first notice> 
with some degree of discontent, as it seems, m Piior, 
who probably knew that his own pait of the per- 
formance was the best He had not, however, much 
reason to complain for he came to London, and ob- 
tained such notice, that (m he was sent to 

the Congress at the Hague is secretary to the embassy 
In this assembly of prince^ and nobles, to vyhich 
Europe has perhaps scarcely seen any thing equal, 
was formed the grand alliance against Lewis, which 
at last did not produce effects proportionate to the 
magnificence of the transaction 
* Spence 
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The conduct of Pi ibij m this splendid initiation 
into publick business, was so pleasing to king Wil- 
liam, that he made him one of the gentlemen of his 
bedchamber, and he is supposed to have passed 
some of the next years m the quiet cultivation of 
literature and poetiy. 

The death of queen Mai 3^ (m 1695) produced a 
subject for all the writeis: peihaps no funeral was 
ever so poetically attended. Diyden, indeed, as a 
man discountenanced and deprived, v as silent; but 
scarcely anj^ other makei of verses omitted to bung 
his tiibute of tuneful soirow. An emulation of 
elegy was univeisal. Maiia’s praise was not confined 
to the English language, but tills a great part of the 
Mti6ce Anohcance. 

O 

Prior, who was both a poet and a courtier, was 
too diligent to miss this opportunity of respect. He 
wrote a long ode, which was presented to the king, 
by v/hom it w'as not likely to be ever read. 

In two 3'ears he w'as secretary to another embassy 
at the treaty of Ryswick'(in 1697^) ; and next year* 
had the same office at 'the couit of France, where 
he is said to have been consideied with great dis- 
tinction. 

As he was one day suiveymg the apartments at 
Versailles, being shewn the victoi les of Louis, painted 
by Le Brun, and asked whether the king of Eng- 
land’s palace had any such decorations , ‘‘ The mo- 

numentS of my master’s actions,’’ said he, are 

to be seen every where but m his own house.” 

* He received, in September 1697, a present of 200 guineas 
f'rom the lords justices^ for his trouble in bringing over the treatj 
of peace, N 
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^The pictures of Le Brun arc not only in themselves 
sufficiently ostentatious, but were explained bj in- 
scriptions so arrogant, tint Boilcau and Racine 
thouglit it neces'saiy to nnhe them moiVs simple 
He was m the following 3 ear at Loo with the 
Jwing from whom after 'i long audience, he car- 
ried orders to England, and upon his arrival became 
under-secretar3 of state m the earl of Jersey s office , 
a post which he did not retain long, because Jersey 
was removed but he was soon made commissioner 
of trade 

Tills 3 ear (1700) produced one of Ins longest and 
most splendid compositions, the Carmen Seadare, m 
which he exhausts all his powers of celebration I 
mean not to accuse him of flattery he probably 
thought all that he writ, and retained as much vera- 
city as can be properly exacted from a poet profes- 
sedly encomiastick King William supplied copious 
materials for either verse or prose His whole life 
had been action, and none ever denied him the re 
splendent qualities of steady resolution and personal 
courage He was really in Pnofs mind what he 
repre^sents him in his verses he considered him as a 
hero and wa« accustomed to «!a}, that he pnised 
others in compliance with the fasliion, but that m 
celebrating king William he tollowed his inclination 
To Prior gratitude would dictate pnice, which rea 
son would not refuse 

Among the advantages to arise from the future 
years of William s reign, he mentions a Society for 
itsful Arts, and among them 1 

Some that with care true eloquence sliall teach. 

And to just idioms fix our doubtful speech 
VoL X M 
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That fiom cmr wiiteis distant lealms may know 
The thanks we to our monarchs owe, 
lAnd schools piofess oiu tongue through, every land, 
That has invok’d his aid, oi bless’d his hand 

Tickell, m his Prospect of Peace, has the same 
hope of a new academy ; 

In happy chains oui daiing language bound. 

Shall sport no moie in arbitiaiy sound. 

Whether the similitude of those passages which ex- 
hibit the same thought on the same occasion pro- 
ceeded fiom accident or mutation, is not easy to de- 
termine Tickell might have been impiessed with 
his expectation by Swift’s Proposal for ascertaining 
the English Language, then lately published 
' In the Pailiament that met m 1701, he was chosen 
representative of East Gi instead Pcihaps it was 

about this time that he changed his pai ty , for he 
voted for the impeachment of those Lords who had 
pei suaded the king to the Pai tition ti eaty, a treaty in 
which he had himself been mmisteiially employed. 

A gieat part of queen Anne’s leign was a time of 
war, in which there was little emplo3^ment foi nego- 
tiatois, and Pi 101 had therefoie leisure to make or to 
polish veises When the battle of Blenheim called' 
foith all the vei semen, Piior, among the rest, took 
care to shew his delight m the increasing honour of 
his counti}'- by an Epistle to Boileau. 

He published, soon aftei wards, a volume of poems, 
with the encomiastick character of his deceased 
patron the duke of Doiset , it began with the 
College Exercise, and ended with The Nut-brown 
Maid, 
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^hf* battle of Ramillies soon afterwards (in 1706) 
excited him to another effort of poetr) On tins oc- 
casion he had fener or less forrtndable rnals and it 
nould be not easy to name any other cotnpo'jition 
produced by that event which is now remembered 
Eveiy thing has Its day Through the reigns of 
William and Anne no prosperous event passed un- 
dignified by poetry In the last war, when rrancd 
was di'^graced and overpowered m every quarter of 
the globe, when Spam, coming to her assistance, 
onlj shared her calamities, and the name of an Eng- 
lishman was reverenced through Europe, no poet 
was heard amidst the general exclamation the fame 
of our counsellors and heroes was entrusted to the 
Gazetteer 

The nation m time grew weary of the war, and the 
queen grew weary of her ministers The war was 
burdensome, and the ministers w'ere insolent Har- 
ley and his friends began to hope that they might, 
by driving the wings from court and from power, 
gratify at once the queen and the people TJicre 
was now a call for writers, who might convey intel- 
ligence of past 'abuses, and shew the waste of pubhek 
money, the unreasonable Conduct of the Alltes, the 
avarice of generals the tjranny of minions, and the 
general danger of approaching ruin 

Poi this purpose a pij)er called The Examiner 
periodically published, written, as it happened, by 
any wit of the party and sometimes, as is said, b) 
Mrs Manley Some arc owaied bj Swift and one 
in ridicule of Garths verses to Godolphin’ upon the 
loss of his place, was written bj Prior, and an- 
si 2 swered 
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swered by Addison, wlio appears to have known the 
author eithei by conjectuie or intelligence. 

The Tones, who weie now in power, weie in haste 
to end the ivai , and Piioi, being lecalled (I'/IO) to 
his foimer employment of making tieaties, was sent 
(July 1711) i3iivately to Pans with piopositions of 
peace He was lemembeied at the French court ; 
and, leturmng m about a mouthy bi ought vnth him 
the Abb 4 Gaultier, and M. Mesnager, a minister 
fiom France, invested wuth full poweis. 

This transaction not being avow'ed, hlackay, the 
mastei of the Dover packet-boat, either zealously 
01 officiously, seized Prioi and his associates at Can- 
> terbury. It is easily supposed that they weie soon , 
leleased. 

The negotiation w'as begun at Pnor’s house, 
wdiere the queen’s mmisteis methlesnagei (Septem- 
bei 20, 1711), and enteied pnvately upon the great 
business The importance of Piior appears fiom the 
mention made of him by St John in his Letter to 
the Oueen 

. “ My Loid Tieasuier moved, and all my Loids 
“ w'eie of the same opinion, that Mr Pi 101 should he 
added to those wdio aie empow^eied to sign ; the 
leason for winch is, because he, having peisonally 
“ tieated with Monsieui de Toicy, is the best witness 
“ w^e can pioduce of the sense in which the geneial 
“ pieliminary engagements aie entered into besides 
" which, as he is the best veised m matteis of tiade 
of all youi Majesty’s servants who have been 
“ ti listed in this seciet, if you should think fit to 
‘‘ employ him in the Ritiue tieaty of coinmeice, it 
wnll be of consequence that he has been a party 

“ con- 
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conccrnwl in conclmling tint comcntion, nhicli 
must be tlie rule of thi'» trtnlj 
Tlie ascembl} of thn iiii|)ortmt night w'ls in sonic 
degree clandestine, tlie design of tre.itmg not being 
yet openlj declared, and, when tiic W lugs rttimicd 
to power, was aggraiatct! to a charge of high treason 
though, as Prior romarl s m his impcrlect ansucr 
to the Report of the Commti/cc oj Seu ccy, no treat; 
e\cr was made mtliout prnatc intcraicns and preli- 
minary discussions 

M; business is not the Jiistor; of the peace, but 
the life of Prior The conferences began at Utrecht 
on the first of Jamiar; (171I 12 ), and UieJ ngh«h 
plenipotentiaries arrued on the fifteenth The nii 
nisters of the diflcrcnt potcnUlcs conferrcil and con 
ferred , but the peace advanced so sloulv, that spee- 
dier methods w ere found ncce«:«ar} and Rolinghrokc 
nas sent to Pans to pdjust difilrenccs nith less for- 
mality Prior either acconijianicd him orfolloutd 
him, and, after ins departure, liad the appointments 
and authont; of an ambassador, though no public! 
character 

B) some mistake of the queen s ordei-s, the court 
of Prance had been disgusted amt Bohnghrokesajs 
m his Litter, “Dear Mit, hide tlie iialctlnc^s of 
thy counti;, and gne the bi‘«t turn th; fertile 
brain mil fiirinsli thee nitli to the blunders of thy 
“ countr; men, nho are not much hotter politicians 
“ than the Prench arc poets 

Soon after, the duke of Shiensbur) nent on a 
formal embassy to Pans It is related b; Bojer, that 
the intention was to ha\c joined Prior m the com- 
mission, but that Shren®bur} refuse il to he associated 

wUH 
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with a roan so meani}'' born Prior therefore conti- 
nued to act without a title till the duke returned next 
jrear to England, and then he assumed the style and 
dignity of ambassador. 

But, while he continued m appearance a private 
roan, he was treated with confidence by Lewis, w'ho 
sent him with a letter to the queen, written in fa- 
wur of the elector of Bavaria. “ I shall expect,’’ 
says he, “ wuth impatience, tlie return of Mr. Prior, 
“ whose conduct is very agieeable to me.” And 
while the duke of Shrewsbury w'as sill at Pans, Bo- 
lingbroke vvrote to Prior thus . “ I\Ion‘;icur dc Torcy 
has a confidence m you , make use of it, once 
for all, upon this occasion, and convince him 
thoroughly, that w'e must give a different turn to 
our parliament and our people according to their 
resolution at this ci isis.” 

Piiors publick dignity and splendour commenced 
in August, 1713, and continued till the August fol- 
lowing, but I am afiaid that, according to the 
usual fate of gicatness, it w'as attended with some 
perplexities and inoi tifications He had not all that 
IS customarily given to amba‘^sadoI s • he hints to the 
queen m an irnpeifect poem, that he had no scnuce 
of plate , and it appealed, by the debts wdiich he 
contracted, that his 1 emittances w ei e not punctually 
made. 

On the first of August, 1714, ensued the downfall 
^ of the Tories, and the degiadation of Piior. He 
was recalled , but was not able to return, being de- 
tained by the debts which he had found it necessary 
to contract, and which were not dischaiged before 

INIarch, 
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March, thongli In-t old fntn<! Moniagiic u-is nou 
at the head of the trensun 
He retum(?d tl»cn as soon as lie could, and 
A^elcoractl, on the 2jtUof Mmh ♦ h\ a warrant, hut 
houe^c^,«uf^.red to Ii\t m hi** onn hou (,iimUr 
the cu«:tod) of tlic till he uastxnmiiuHl 

before a committee of the Pn^> Countd, of uliicli 
Mr Wnlpolt uis clnirinun, and I^ord Comngsln , 
Mr StanhojK,and Mr Ijcchimn, ucn ihopnncipal 
interrogatoiN , wlio, m tins (.Mimmlion, ofnlnch 
there ispnntedimaccountnotuiit.nlcrt'imm::r,l>tln\ed 
will the lx)i<tcrousnc'S of men elatcti hv rcctnt au 
thonU llic^ art. TCj»re<ent«l as a*l questions 
sometimes oineiimcs iii idious, and untin^ 

ansners difRrent from tho e nhich ihtj recci\e<l 
Prior, Iioucscr, j-ccins to ha\c !K?cn oserjxjucrwl 
b\ their turbulence for ht confesses tint lie signed 
nliat, if he Ind ocr come before a legal judic'iturc, 
he should hive contradicte<l Or evpliincs! nui\ 
The oath Was administered In Po ciwcn, i Middle 
«ex justice, who at Ii^t was going to nritc Ins attes- 
tation ou the wrong «idcof the pipir 
Tlic} were verj industrious to hnd some elnrge 
against Osford ami askid Prior, with great earnest 
ness, who w is prtsent when the prtlimin irv nHiclt'. 
were Lilked of or signed nt liivliouve He told them, 

that citlier the earl of 0\Fonl or tlic duke of Shrews 
bur) was absent, but he could not remember which 
an answer which perjilexed them, because it uuppheil 
no accusation against tilhtr ** Could an) thing be 
inore absurd, «ays he, or more inhuman, tlian 
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to propose to me a question, by the answering of 
which I might, accoidmg to them, prove myself 
a traitoi ? And notwithstanding their solemn pro- 
mise, that nothing which I could say should hurt 
myj’elf, I had no leason to trust them : for they 
violated that promise about five hours after. How- 
ever, I owned I was there present. Whether this 
was wisely done or no, I leave to my fi lends to 
determine ” 

When he ha!d signed the paper, he was told by 
Walpole, that the committee were not 'satisfied with 
his behaviour, nor could give such an account of if 
to the Commons as might merit favour ; and that 
they now thought a stricter confinement necessaiy 
than to his own house “ Here.” says he, “ Bosr 
^ cavven played the moralist, and Conmgsby the 
Christian, but both very awkwaidly ” The mes- 
senger, in whose custody he was to be placed, was 
then .called, and very decently asked by Conmgsby, 
if his house was seemed by bars and bolts ?” The 
messenger answered, “ No,” with astonishment. At 
which Conmgsby very angrily said, “ Sir, you must 
secure this prisoner , it is for the safety of the na- 
tion ; if he escape, you shall answer for it.” 

They had already punted their report , and m this 
examination were endeavouring to find proofs. 

He continued thus confined for some time ; and 
Mr. Walpole (June 10, 1715 ?) moved for an im- 
peachment against him What made him so acri- 
monious does not appear: he was by nature nothirster 
for blood. Prior was a week after committed to 
^:lose qustody, with orders that no person should 

be 
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' be admitted to «ce him without lel^e from the 
“ Speaker * ** 

When, t\\o jcars after, an Act of Grace was 
passed, heavas excepted, and continued still in cus 
tod), whicli he had made less tedious b> untmgius 
^Ima He was, howexer, soon after discliarged 

He had now his liberty, but he had nothing else 
Whatever the profit of his employments might have 
been, he had always spent it and at the age of fifty- 
three was, with all his abilities, in danger of penury, 
having yet no solid revenue but from tlie fellowship 
of his college vxhicli, when in his exaltation he was 
censured for retaining il, he ‘^nl, he could live upon 
at last 

Being how ever generally known and esteemed, he 
was encouraged to add other poems to tliose which 
he had printed, and to publish them by subscnjition 
Tlie expedient succeeded bv tbc indu'strv of many 
friends, w ho circulated the pi opos ils ♦ , and tlie care 
of some, who, U is «aid, withheld the niontx from 
him Jest he should squander it Tlie jirico of the 
volume w is two guineis the whole collection was 
fourthou«md to winch lord Hirlcy, the son of the 
earl of Oxford, to vxhom he had invariably adhered, 
added an equal sum for the purcha e of Doxvii hill, 
which Prior was to enjoy during lift, and Harlty 
after Ins decease 

He had now, what wits and philosophers have 
often wished, the power of passing the day m con- 
templative tranquillity But it seems that busy men 
seldom live long m a state of quiet It is not un 
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likely that his health declined. He complains of . 
deafness ; “ for,” says he, I took little caie of my 
ears v/hile I was not sure if my head was my own.” 
Of any occurrences in his remaining life I have 
found no account In a letter to Swift, I have/’ 
says he, tieated lady Harriot at Cambridge (a 
“ Fellow of a College treat’), and spoke veises to' her 
in a gown and cap’ What, the plenipotentiary, 
so far concerned in the damned peace at Utrecht , 
the man that makes up half the volume of terse 
prose, that makes up the repoi t of the committee, 

“ speaking verses ’ Sw est, homo sum ” 

He died at Wimpole, a seat of the pari of Oxford, 
on the eighteenth of Septembei, 1721, and was 
buried in Westminster , wheie on a monument, for 
which, as the last piece of human vanity,” he left 
five bundled pounds, is engraven this epitaph : 

Sui Tempoiis Histonam meditanti, 

Paulutim obrepens Febns 
Open simul & Vitoc filiim abrupit, 

Sept 18 An Dom 1721 yEtat 57 
USE 
Vir Eximius 
Scicnissimis 

FiCgi Gllillmo Regina^que MarI/L 
In Congrcssione Fcccleratorum 
Ilagre anno 1690 celebiata, 

T3cin{lc MagiiiC Bntannia; Legatis 
Turn ns, 

Qiu anno 1G97 Paccm 11^ swicki confccerunt, 

'Fum 11s, 

Qm .'pufl Gallos annis pro'- inns Legationcm obicrunt , 

I Oficra cti.im anno 1697 in Hibernia 
SlCKI TAIUli, 
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jSiccnon in iitroquc Ilononbili conscssu 
Lonitii, 

ftui anno 1700 ordmnndis Comnicrca ncgotns, 
Quiquc anno l'* 1 1 dirigcitdis Portoru rebus, 
Pr'CMilcbaist, 

COMMISSIONAimJ5 
Fostierao 
Ab Avna 

Iclicjssimjc mcmoriTJ Pcgin i 
Ad Ludo^icum XIV Gillns Kegtm 
Missus anno 1711 
JDe Pace stabihcmla, 

(Pace ctiammim durante 
Diuquo ut bom jam omnes sperant duntura) 

Cum $umma potestate Lcgaius, 
MATTHCUS PmOR Armigcr 
Qui 

Hos omnes, qutbus cumubtus cst, Titulos 
Humanuatis, Ingenii, Crudiuonis laudc 
Superattt, 

Cui enim uascenu facilcs arriscraut Musa: 
punc Pucrum Schoh hit Ilrgia pcrpolnit 
Jutencm in Collegio S ti Juliannis 
Cantabngia options Sticntns inj>truxit, 

Virum denique a«\it cl perfccit 
Muitacum 11ns Fniicipibus consuctudo 
Ita natus, ita institutus, 

A Vatum Choroaiclluiumquani potuit, 

Sed soJebat sxpc rtrum Cuilium gravitatcm 
Amccnioniin Litcrarum Sludns condire 
Et cum omne ndeo Pocticcs ^enus 
Haud infeiicitcr tentaret, 
yum in Fabellis concinnc Icpideqiic tcxendii 
Mims Artifev 
Nernincm faabuit parem 
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Hscc libeialis animi oblectamenta • 

Quam nullo Illi laboie constiteiint, 

Facile 11 perspexeie, quibus usus est Amici , 

Apud quos Uibanilatem & Lepoiiim plenus 
Cum ad lem, quaicunque foite inciderat, 

Apte vane copioseque alludeiet, 

Inteiea niliil quaisitum, niliil m expressum 
Videbatur, 

Sed omnia ultio effluere, 

Et quasi jugi e fonte alYatim exubeiare, 

Ita suos tandem dubios leliquit, 

Essetne in Sciiptis, Poeta Elegantior, 

An in Comictu, Comes Jucundior 

Of Pi 101 j eminent as he was, both by his abilities 
and station, very feiv memonals have been left by 
his contemporaries , the account thei efore must now 
be destitute of his piivate charactei and familiar jnac- 
tices. He lived at a time ivhen the 1 age ofpaity 
detected all which it was any man’s interest to Jude; 
and, as little ill is heard of Piior, it is certain that 
not much n as known He \vas not afraid of pro- 
voking censure , for, when he forsook the Whigs % 
under whose pationage he fiist entered the ivoild, 
he became a Toiy so ardent and determinate, that 
he did not willingly consort ivith men of diffeient 
opinions. He was one of the sixteen Tones wlin 
met neeklj'-^and agieed to addiess each other by the 
title of Biotliei'; and seems to have adhered, not 
only by concurrence of political designs, but by pe- 
culiar affection, to the earl of Oxford and his family. 
With how much confidence he was tiusted has been^ 
already told. 
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He was however, in Popes ^ opinion, fit only to 
mahe verses, and less qualified for business than Ad- 
dison himself This was surel} said witliout consi- 
deration Addison, exalted to a high place, was 
forced into degradation by the sense of his own inca- 
pacity Prioi, who was employed by men veiy capa- 
ble of estimating his value, ha\ mg been secretary to 
one embassy, Ind, when great abilities were again 
wanted, the -same office another time and was, 
aftev S.O vawch expevvewce of Iws knowledge and dex.- 
tenty, at last sent to transact a negotiation m the 
highest degree arduous and important, for which he 
was qualified, among other lequisites, in the opinion 
of Bohngbrohe, b} his influence upon the French 
minister^ and bj «I ill in questions of commerce above 
other men ( ' i 

Of his behaviour in the lighter parts of life, it js 
toohtetogetmucli intelligence One of Ins answers 
to a boastful Frenchman has been related and to an 
impertinent one he made another equally proper 
During bis einbas*!), he sat at the open b) a man, 
vrho, in Ins rapture, accompanied with his own voice 
the principal singer Prioi fell to railing at the per- 
fprmer with all the terms of reproach that he could 
collect, till the FrenJiman, ceasing trom Ins song, 
began to expo tulate with him for his harsh censure 
of a mail who was confessedly the ornament of the 
stage 1 know all that, says the ambassador, 
mais il chante si haut, queje ne scaurois vous en 
“ tendie 

In a gay French company, v\ here every one sang 
a little song or stanza, of which the burden was, 
* Spenc 
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“ Bannissons la Melanoliolic f when it came to lii^: 
turn to sing, after the perfoimancc of a young lady 
that sat next him, he pioduccd these cxtcmpoiary 
lines : 


Mais ccLto Aoix, cl ccs bcauN }cu\, 

Font Cupulon trop d.ingoicnx , 

Etje suis tiiste qn.indjc cnc, 

Bannissons l.i Melancholic 

Tiadition lepresents him as illmg to descend froiii 
the dignity of the poet and statesman to tlie low de- 
lights of mean company His Chloc probably nas 
sometimes ideal but the noman with whom he co- 
habited was a despicable diab of the lowest species. 
One of his wenches, perhaps Chloe, while he w^as 
absent from his house, stole his jilatc, and lan aw'ay ; 
as W'as related by a woman who had been his servant. 
Of this piopensity to soidid conveise I have seen an 
account so senouslv iidiculous, that it seems to de- 
seive mseuion-j''. 

1 have been assuied that Pi 101 , aftei having spent 
the evening w'lth Oxfoid, Bolingbioke, Pope, and 
Swift, would go and smoke a pipe, and di ink a 
“ bottle of ale, wnth a common soldiei and his wife, 
“ in Long-Acie, before he went to bed , not from 
‘‘ any remams-of the lowness of his original, as one 
said, but, I suppose, that his faculties, 

Stiain’d to the heiglit, 

“ In that celestial colloqu)* sublime, 

“ Dazzled andspeiiL, sunk down, and soughtiepaii ” 

* Spence, and see Gent Mag vol LVII p 1039 
t B-ichardsoniana 
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Poor Prior, why “i; 'is he so ancLin such 

want o^ repair, after a conversation with men, not 
in the opinion of the world, much vvi«:er than him- 
self? But such are the conceits of speculatists, who 
strain theiryacw/^iej to find in a mine what lies upon 
the surface 

His opinions, so far ns the means of judging are 
left us, seem to have been right but hi life was, it 
seems, irregular, negligent, and sensual 

PRIOR has written with great variety, and his 
variety has made him popular He has tried all 
styles, from the grotesque to the solemn, and has not 
so filled m anj as to incur dension or disgrace 

His works I may be distinctly considered, as 'com- 
prising Tales, Love verses. Occasional Poems, Alma^ 
and Solomon 

His Tales have obtained general approbation, be- 
ing written with great hmilianty and great spright- 
Imess, the language is eas), but "eldom gro s, and 
the numbers smooth, without appeal ance of care 
Of these Tales there are only four The Ladle 
which is introduced a Preface, neither necessai^ 
nor pleasing, neithei giave nor merry Paulo Pur- 
^anti which has hkewi e a Preface, but of more 
V due than the Tale Hans Carvel not overdecent 

and Protojrenes and Apelles, an old storj , mingled 
by an affectation not disagreeable, with’ modem 
images The Voun^ Gentleman m Loie has hardiv 
a just claim to the title of a Tale I know not w he- 
ther IiL be the original author of any Tale which he 
has given us The adventure of Hans Cartel has 
passed through man) successions of merry wits for 

It 
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it IS to be found m Aiiosto’s Satires, and is peiliaps 
yet older. But the ment of such stones is the ait 
of telling them 

In his Amoious Effusions he is less hajipy , for 
they are not dictated by natuie or by passion, and 
have neithei gallantly noi tenderness. They have 
the coldness of Cowley, without his wit, the dull 
exercises of a skilful versifici, resolved at all adven- 
tures to iMite something about Chloe, and tiying to- 
be amoious by dint of study. His fictions tliere- 
foie are mythological. Venus, after the example of 
the Gieek Epigiam, asks when she was seen nahed 
and bathing. Then Cupid is mhfahen; then Cupid 
is dharmcd , then he loses his dai ts to Ganymede ; 
then Jupiter sends him a summons by Mercury. 
Then Chloe goes a-hunting, with an hoiy qnwer 
gracejul at her side , Diana mistakes her for one of 
her nymphs, and Cupid laughs at the blunder. All 
this is surely despicable, and even when he tiies to 
act the lover, without the help of gods 01 goddesses, 
his thoughts aie unaffecting 01 1 emote He talks 
not “ like a man of this world.” 

The greatest of all his amoious essays is Henry 
and Emma , a dull and tedious dialogue, which ex- 
cites neithei esteem for the man, noi tenderness for 
the wmman The example of Emma, who resolves 
to follow an outlawed murdeier wheievei feai and 
guilt shall dnve him, deseives no imitation , and the 
expeiiment by which Henry tiies the lady’s con- 
stancy, is such as must end eithei in infamy to her, 
or m disappointment to himself 

His occasional Poems necessaiily lost part of their 
value, as then occasions, being less remembered, 
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msec! less emotion Some of them, however, nre 
preserved bj tlieir inherent excellence The bur- 
lesque of Bode'ius Ode on J^amur has, in some 
parts, such airiness and levity as will ahva) s procure 
it readers, even among those who cannot compare it 
with the original The Epistle to Boileau is not so 
happy The Poems to the King are now perused 
onlj by }^oung students, who read merely that they 
may learn to write , and of the Carmen Seculai e, I 
cannot but suspect that I might praise or censure it 
by caprice, without danger of detection for vOio 
can be supposed to liave laboured through it ^ Yet 
the time has been when this neglected work was so 
popular, that it was translated into Latin bj no 
common master 

His Poem on the battle of Ramillies is necessarily 
tedious b} the form of the stanza an uniform mass 
of ten lines thirty-five times repeated, inconsequen- 
tial and slightly connected, must weary both tlie ear 
and the understanding His imitation of Spenser, 
which consists principally m / iieen and I tt.ee/, 
without exclusion of later modes of speech, makes 
his poem neither ancientnor modem His mention 
of Mars and Bellona, and his comparison of Marl- 
borough to the Eagle that bears the thunder of Ju- 
piter, are all puerile and unaffecting and yet more 
despicable is the long tale told by Lev\is in his de- 
«:pair of Brute and Troynovante, and the teeth of 
Cadmus, with his similies of the raven and eagle, 
and wolf and lion By tlie help of such easy fic- 
tions, and vulgar topicks, without acquaintance with 
life, and wathout knowledge of art or nature, a poem 
A^ol X N of 
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of any length, cold and lifeless like this, may be 
easily written on any subject. 

In his Epilogues to Phaedra and to Lucius he is 
very happily facetious ; but in the Prologue before 
the queen, the pedant has found his way, with Mi- 
nerva, Pei sens, and Andromeda. 

His Ejngrams and lighter pieces are, like those of 
otheis, sometimes elegant, sometimes trifling, and 
sometimes dull ; amongst the best are the Camelion, 
and the epitaph on John and Joan. 

Seal cely any one of oui poets has written so much, 
and tianslated so little the version of Callimachus 
IS sufliciently licentious , the paraphi ase on St Paul’s 
Exhortation to Charity is eminently beautiful 

Alma is written in piofessed imitation ofHudi- 
bias, and has at least one accidental lesemblance : 
Hudibras wants a plan, because it is left imperfect ; 
Alma is imperfect, because it seems nevei to have 
had a plan. Piior appears not to have pioposed to 
himself any diift oi design, but to have WTitten the 
casual dictates of the present moment. 

What Hoi ace said, when he imitated Lucilius, 
might be said of Butler by Prior , his numbers were 
not smooth or qeat. Prior excelled him in versifica- 
tion , but he was, like Horace, inventore minor , he 
had not Butler’s exuberance of mattei and variety of 
illustiation. The spangles of wit which he could af- 
ford, he knew how to polish ; but he w^anted the 
bullion of his master Butler pours out a negligent 
piofusion, certain of the weight, but caieless of the 
stamp. Prior has compai atively little, but with 
that little he makes a fine show. Alma has many 
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admirers, and nas tlie only piece among Prior s 
\\orks of which Pope said that he should wish to be 
the author 

Solomon IS the w ork to which he entrusted the pro- 
tection of his name, and whicli he cKpecled succeed- 
ing ages to regard with veneration His affection 
was natural it had undoubtedl) been written with 
great labour and who is w tiling to think tliat he has 
been labouring in aam^ He had infused into it 
much knowledge and much thought, liad often 
polished It to elegance, often dignihcd it with splen- 
dour, and sometimes heightened it to sublimity 
he perceiied in it manj excellences, and did not 
di«!Cover that it wanted that w itliout which all others 
are of small aiail, the power of engaging attention 
and alluring curiosity 

Tediousness is the most fatal of all faults negli- 
gences or errors are single and local, but tediousness 
pervades the whole , other faults are censured and 
forgotten, but the power of tediousness propagates 
Itself He that ic weaiy the firj>t hour, is more 
wear} the second as bodies forced into motion, con- 
trary to their tendency, pass more nnd more slowly 
through every successive interval of spac» 

Unhappily this pernicious failure is that which an 
author is least able to discover We are seldom tire- 
some to ourselves and the act of composition fills 
and delights the mind with change of languige and 
succession of images every couplet when produced 
IS new, and novelty is the great source of pleasure 
Perhaps no man ev er thought a line sdjierfluous w hen 
he first wrote it, or contracted his work till his ebul- 
litions of invention had subsided And even it he 
2 should 
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should controul his desiie of immediate renown, and 
keep his work nineyears unpublished, lie v. ill be still 
the author, and still m dangei of deceiving himself ; 
and if he consults his fiiends, he will piobably find 
men who have more kindness tlian judgment, or 
moie feai to offend than desiie to mstiuct. 

The tediousness of this poem pioceeds not from 
the uniformity of the subject, for it is sufficient!}* 
diversified, but fiom the continued tenour of the 
naiiation; in which Solomon relates the successive 
vicissitudes of his own mind, without the intervention 
of any other speaker, or the mention of any othei 
agent, unless it be Abra, the reader is only to leain 
what he thought, and to be told that he thought 
wrong. The event of eveiy experiment is foreseen, 
and therefore the piocess is not much legarded. 

Yet the woik is fai from deseivmg to be neglected. 
He that shall peiuse it will be able to inaik many 
passages, to which he may recur for instruction oi 
delight, many fiom nhich the poet may learn to 
write, and the philosopher to leason. 

If Piioi’s poetry begeneially consideied, his praise 
will be that of coiiectness and industry, lather than 
of compass of coinpiehension, oi activity of fancy. 
He never made any effoit of invention, his greater 
pieces aie only tissues of common thoughts , and his 
smaller, which consist of light images or single con- 
ceits, are not always his own. I have tiaced him 
among the Fiench Epigi ammatists, and have been 
informed that he poached for piey among obscuie' 
authors The Thief and Cordelier is, I sujipose, 
generally considered as an oiigmal production, with 
how much justice this Epigram may tell, which was 
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written by Georgius Sabmus, a poet now iittle l^nown 
or read, though once the friend of Luther and Me- 
Jancthon 

De Sacerdote Furem consolante 

Qiudam sacnficus fnrcm comitatus eiintem 
Hue ubi clat sontes camificina neci, 

JCe SIS mccbtus ait siimmi convxva Tonantis 
Jam cum ccclitibus (si modo cieths) ens 
lUe gemens., si ^ era mihi solatia prxbes, 

Hospes apud superos ms meus oio, refert 
Sacnficus contra milu non connua fas cst 
Ducercj jejunas hac edo luce nihil 

What he has \alunble he owe*: to lus diligence 
and lus judgment His diligence Ins justly placed 
him amongst tlie most correct of the English poets , 
and he was one of the hrst that resolutely endea- 
voured at correctness He never sacrifices accuracy 
to Inste, nor indulges lumself m contemptuous neg- 
ligence, or impitienfe idleness he has no careless 
lines, oi entangled sentiments Jus words are nicely 
selected, and his thoughts full) expanded It this 
part of his character suffers an abatement it must be 
from the disproportion of his rhjmes which have 
not always sufficient consonance, and from tlie ad- 
ini'^sion of broken lines into his Solomon but per- 
Inps he thought like Cowley, that liemisticlis ought 
to be admitted into heioic poetry 

He had apparently such rectitude of judgment 
as seemed him from ever) thing that approached to 
the 1 idiculous or absurd but as law s operate in civ il 
agency not to the excitement of virtue, but the re- 
pre&sion of wickedness, so judgment in the ojiera- 
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lions of intellect can. hinder fault';, but not produce 
excellence. Pi ions nevei low, noi veiy often sub- 
lime It IS ‘:aid by Longinus of Euripides, that be 
forces himself sometimes into grandeur by violence 
of effort, as the lion kindles his fury by the lashes 
of his own tail Whatever Prior obtains above me- 
diocrity seems the effort of stiuggle and of toil He 
has many vigorous but few happy lines , he has eveiy 
thing by purchase, and nothing by gift , he had no 
, nightly visitations of the Muse, no infusions of -221- 
timent or felicities of fancy. 

His dictiqn, however, is moie his own than of any 
among the successors of Dryden, he boirous no 
lucky turns, or commodious modes of langna'^e from 
his predecessors. His phiases aieoiignirJ, bni ihey 
are sometimes harsh , as he inherited no tk" m 
none has he bequeathed His expies'-ion y 

mark of laborious study, the line suclom sc -m, to 
have been foimed at once, the nord^ did 1 ct .'iUie 
till they were called, and were then put by com luiUit 
into their places, where they do iheir dutv, butcio 
' it sullenly In his greatei compo'-itions tliere may be 
found more rigid stateliness than graceful dignity 

Of versification he vi as not negligent w hat lie re- 
ceived fiom Dryden he did not lose , neither did he 
increase the difficulty of wi itmg by uriiiecessaiy se- 
venty, but uses Triplets and Alexandiines widiout 
scruple. In his Preface to Solomon he proposes some 
improvements by extending the sense fiom one 
couplet to another, with variety of pauses. This he 
has attempted, but without success ; his mteriupted 
lines are unpleasmg, and his sense as Jess distinct is 
less striking. 


He 
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He has altered the Stanza of Spenser, as a house 
IS altered by building another m its phce of a differ- 
ent form With hoiv little resemblance he has 
formed his new Stanza to that of his master, these 
specimens will shew 

SPENSER 

She flying fast from Hea\en s hated face, 

And from the world that her disemer d wide, 

Fled to the wasteful w ilderness apace, 

From Jiving ^ejes her open shame to hide, 

And lurk d m rocks and ca>es long unespj’d 
But that fair crew of knight*, and Una fair, 

Rid in that castle afterwards abide, 

To rest themsehes, and ivear^ powers repair, 

Where store the} found of all, that dainty uas and rare 

PRIOR 

To the close rock the frighted ra\en flies, 

Soon as the rising eagle cuts the air 
The shaggy uolf unseen and trembling lies, 

When the hoarse roar proclaims the lion near 
III Starr d did we our forts and lines foisake, 

To dare our British foes to open fight 
Our conquest ue by stratagem should make 
Our triumph had been founded m cur flight 
’Tis ours by craft and by suiprise to gain 
*Tis theirs, to meet in arms, and battle m the plain 

By this new structure of his lines he has avoided 
difficulties , nor am I sure that he has lost any ol 
the power of pleasing but he no longej: imitates 
Spender 

Some of his poems are tvntten without regularity 
pfipea^ure, for, when he commenced poet, he had 

not 
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not recovered fiom our Pmdarick infatuation; but 
he probably lived to be convinced, that the essence 
of verse is order and consonance. 

His numbers are such as nieie diligence may at- 
tain ; they seldom offend the ear, and seldom sooth 
it, they commonly want airiness, lightness, and 
facility; what is smooth, is not soft. His \erses 
always roll, but they seldom' flou'. 

A survey of the life and wiitmgs of Prior may e\- 
emphfy a sentence which he doubtless understood 
well, when he read Hoi ace at his uncle’s ; the ves- 
sel long retains the scent whii'h it first receives ” 
In his pi ivate relaxation he revived the tavern, and 
in his amorous pedantry he exhibited the college. 
Rut on higher occasions and nobler subjects, when 
habit w'as ovei powdered by the necessity of reflection, 
he w'anted not ivisdom as a statesman, or elegance as 
a poet. 


CON- 
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William CONGUEVE descended from a fa- 
mil) m Staffordshire, of so great antiquity that it 
claims a place among the feir that extend their line 
beyond the Norman Conquest and ^as the son of 
William Congreve, second son of Richard Congreve, 
of Congicve and Stratton He visited, once nt leas^ 
the residence of his ancestors , and, 1 believe, more 
places than one nre still shewn, in groves and gar- 
dens, where he is related to hive written his Old 
JJachelor 

Neither the time nor place of his birth are cer- 
tainly Vwovm if the TOseviptiow wpon h\5 mowu- 
ment be true, he was bom in I6j2 For the place 
jt was said by himself, that he owed his nativity to 
Fngland, and by every body else that he was bom m 
Ireland Southern mentioned him with sharp cen- 
sure, IS a man that meanly disowned his native 
country The biographers assign his nativity to 
Bardsa, near Leeds m Yorkshire, from the account 
jgiven by himself, as they suppose, to Jacob 


To 
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To doubt whether a man of eminence has told the 
truth about his own birth, is, in appearance,* to be 
very deficient in candour ; yet nobodj'^ can live long 
without knowing that falsehoods of convenience or 
vanity, falsehoods from which no evil immediately 
visible ensues, except the general degradation of 
human testimony, are very lightly uttered, and once 
uttered aie sullenly suppoited. Boileau, who desired 
to be thought a rigorous and steady moralist, having 
told a petty he to Lewis XIV contiiiued it after- 
waids by false dates, thinking himself obliged in 
honour, says Jus admirer, to maintain v^hat, when 
he said it, was so well received. 

Wherever Congreve was born, he was educated 
first at Kilkenny, and aftei wards at Dublin, his fa- 
ther having sonie military employment that stationed 
him in Ireland but, after having passed through 
the usual preparatory studies, as may be reasonably 
supposed, wuth gieat celeiity and success, his father 
thought it piopei to assign him a profession, by 
which something might be gotten , and about the 
time of the Revolution sent him, at the age of six- 
teen, to study law in the Middle Temple, where he 
lived for several years, but with veiy little attention 
to Statutes or Reports, 

His disposition to become an authoi appeared 
very early; as he veiy eaily felt that force of imagi- 
nation, and possessed that copiousness of sentiment, 
by which intellectual pleasuie can be given. His 
first performance was a novel, called Incognita, or 
Love and Duty reconciled : it is piaised by the bio- 
graphers, who quote some part of the Preface, that 
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IS, indeed, for such *1 lime of lift., uncommonly ju- 
dicious 1 would rather pruse it than read it 
His first dramatick laboiirwas Vhe Old Bachelor ^ 
of which he sajs, in his defence ifjainst Collier, 
“ that corned) was written, as sc\tnl Know, «ome 
jears before it was acted Wlicn I wrote it, I had 
little thoughts of the stage but did it, to amuse 
m)self in a slow recover) from a fit of sickness 
Afterwards, through my indi'^cretion, it was ^cen, 
and in some little time more it was acted and I, 
through the retnaiiidor of iny indi«crction, suf 
** ftred m)''olf to be drawn into the prosecution of a 
difficult and thankless stud), and to he imohcd 
“ m a perpetual war with knaves and fools 

There seems to be a strange aficct ition in authors 
of appearing to have done ever) thing b) chance 
The Old Bachelor was wTitten for amusement, m 
the languor of convalescence “Vet it i« apparently 
composed with great elaborateness of dialogue, and 
inces‘!ant ambition of wit Thfe age of the writer 
considered, it is indeed a ver) wonderful per- 
formance for, vs henover written, it was acted (lfiy3) 
when he was not more than twent)-one jears old, 
and was then recommended by Mr I)r)dcn, Mi 
Southern, and Mr Maynwaiing Hrydeu said, tliat 
lie never had seen such a first play but tiiey found 
it deficient in some things, requisite to the success 
of Its exhibition, and by their greater experience 
fitted It for the stige Southern used to relate of 
one comedy, probably of this, that, when Congreve 
read it to the players, he pionounced it so wretchedl) , 
that the) had almost rejected it but they were 
fifterwards ‘so well persuaded of Us excellence, that, 

for 
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for half a }car hofore it v.ns ncteil, tlif' niana^fT 
allowed Its mitlinr the pii\i!e;^c of the house. 

Few’ j)la\s ha\e c\it bien so hrnthrial to the 
writer; for it pronircfl him the p.itrmri^f of Ha- 
lifax, V ho iminrdiat<J\ m.ule him out of tlK c om- 
Jlussloncl^ for hceiwintj coaches, and ’'Oon ntoT pa\r 
liim a place ;n the ])ipf-o{hc's and another in the 
customs o{ si\ hundo <i pounds a } t ar Coustn ’s 
comcrsation must ‘•urcU h.welxcn at hast i qndly 
pleasing with Ids writings. 

Such a comcdi, written :*l such an age, reqniicr- 
some consideration As the lighter •-pecies of elm* 
Tnatick poetry ]irore‘'''es tlu’ imitation of common 
life, of real manner^., and daily iiit ulents,it apparently 
presupposes a faniihai knowledge of main charac- 
ters, and exact obsenatiou of the passing woild; 
thedifliculty therefore is, to conceive how this know- 
ledge can be obtained by a hoy. 

But if The Old Bachelor he more neatly exa- 
mined, it will be found to be one of those comedies 
xvhich may be made by n mind ^ igorous ami acute, 
and furnished with comiek characters by the perii'-al 
of other poets, without much actual commerce with 
mankind The dialogue is one constant reciprocation 
of conceits, or clash of wit, in which nothing flows 
necessarily fiom the occasion, or is dictated by na- 
ture. The chaiaclers both of meu and women aie 
eithei fictitious and artiflcial, as those of JTvar twell 
and the ladies , oi easy and common, as lf'’dtol a 
tame idiot. Bluff' swaggcimg cowaid, and Fondle- 
zuife a jealous puritan; and the catastiophe arises 
from a mistake not veiy piobably jnoducedj by 
marrying a w’oman in a mask. 


Yet 
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Yet this ga} comedy, ^\1ien oil ihese dedjctions 
are iindcj mil still remain the work of very powerful 
and fertile faculties the dialogue is quick and spark- 
ling, the incidents such as seize the attenti )n, and 
the wit so exuberant that it " oer-iiiforms its lene- 
ment 

Next year he gave another specimen of his abi- 
lities in The Double Dealer, which was not received 
with equal kindness He writes to his patron the 
lord Halifax a dedication, m which he endeavour& 
to reconcile the reader to tliat winch found few 
friends among the audience These apologies are 
alw ays useless de gustibus non est disputandum 

men may be convinced, but the) cannot be pleased, 
against their w ill But, though taste is obstinate, it 
IS very variable and time often prevails when argu- 
ments have failed 

Queen Mary conferred upon both those plays the 
honour of her presence and when she died, soon 
after, Congreve testified his gratitude bj a despicable 
effusion of elegiac pastoral a composition in which 
all IS unnatural and vet nothing is new 

In another yeai (l()9j) his prohfick pen produced 
Love for Love a comedy of nearer alliance to life, 
and exhibiting more real manners than either of the 
former The character of Forcstgh^ was then com- 
mon Dryden calculated nativities both Cromwell 
and kingM ilham had their lucky daj s and Shaftes- 
bury himself, though he had no religion, was said 
to regard predictions Tlie Sailor is not accounted 
very natural, but he is ver) pleasant 

With this play was opened the New Theatre, 
under the direction of Betterton the tragedian w here 

he 
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lie exhibited two years aftenvaids (1G87) The Mourn- 
mg Bride, a tragedy, so written as to sliew him suf- 
ficiently qualified for either kind of di amatick poetry. 

In this pla}’-, of nhich, when lie afterwards levised 
it, he 1 educed the versification to gi eater regulant}'-, 
theie IS moie bustle than sentiment, the plot is busy 
and intiicate, and the events take hold on the atten- 
tion , but, except a veiy few passages, we aie rather 
amused with noish, and peiplexed ivith stiatagem, 
than entei tamed ivith any tiue delineation of natural 
chaiacteis This, howevei, was received ivitli more 
benevolence than any othei of his works, and still 
continues to be acted and applauded. 

But whatever objections may be made either tq 
his comick 01 tiagick excellence, they aie lost at 
once in the blaze of admiiation, when it is remein- 
beied that he had pioduced these foui plays befoi'C 
he had passed his twenty-fifth yeai, before other 
men, even such as are some time to shine in emi- 
nence, have passed then probation of hteiatuie, or 
piesume to hope for any other notice than such as 
is bestowed on diligence and enquiry. Among all 
the effoits of eaily genius which literal y histoiy re- 
coids, I doubt whethei any one can be produced 
that moie surpasses the common limits of natuie 
than the plays of Congieve. 

About this time began the long-continued contro- 
versy between Collier and the poets. In the reign 
of Charles the Fust the Puritans had raised a violent 
clamoui against the diaina, which they consideied 
as an entei tamment not lawful to Christians, an opi- 
nion held by them in common with the church of 
Rome; and Prynne published a huge 
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volume, in uluch stnge-ph\ s were censured llic 
outrages 'ind crimes of the Piint-ins brought nftcr- 
^nrds tlieir nholc s} etcin of doctrine into disrepute, 
Sind from the Restor'ition the poets nnd j)h} ers were 
Jeft at quiet for to lia\L molested them Mould ln\c 
Jiad the appearance of tcndcnc} to puritanical ina- 
hgnit} 

Tins dancer, lionc^er. Mas worn ana^ b) time 
and ^olliu j a fierce and nnphcable Non juror, 
knew that an attack upon the theatre nould ncier 
jnakc him suspected foraPiiritan hclhcrcforc(lffs8) 
pubhshcti yl short J^icwafthe Immorality iiud Pio~ 
Janene^s of the Pnyltsh SVqgr, I bclie\c nith no 
other motnc tlian religious .^cal and honest indigna 
tion Ilenas formed foracontro\crtist, with sufii- 
cient karinng, with diction \chcmcnt and pointed, 
though often \ulgar and incorrect with uncon 
querable pcrtin icity wuli wat in tlie highest degree 
I ecn and sarcastick and with all those powers ex- 
alted and invigorated hj just confidence in Ins cause 
Tlius qualified, and thus incited, he walked out 
to battle, and as'aded at once most of the hung 
Writers, jrom Diyden to DUrfey IIis onset was 
V lolent tliose passages, whirh w Jnle they stood single 
had passed with little notice, when they were accu- 
mulated and exposed together, excited horror the 
wise and tlie pious caught the alarm , and the nation 
wondered whj it had so long sufiered irrehi,ion and 
licentiousness to be openlv tauglit at tlic publicl 
charge 

Nothing now remained for the poets but to resist 
or fl} Dryden s conscience, or his prudence, angry 
as he was, withlield him from the conflict Con- 
greve 
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greve and Vanbrugli attempted answers. Congreve, 
a very young man, elated with success, and impatient 
of censure, assumed an an of confidence and security. 
His chief aitifice of controveisy is to retort upon his 
adveisaiy his own w'oids. he is very angiy, and, 
hoping to conquer Collier with Ins own weapons, 
allow's himself in the use of every term of contumely 
and contempt , but he has the sw'ord w'lthout the 
aim of Scanderbeg, he has his antagonist’s coarse- 
ness, but not his strength. Collier lephed ; for con- 
test was his delight : he w'as not to be frighted fVom 
his purpose or his prey. 

'I'he cause of Congi eve was not tenable , what- 
ever glosses he might use for the defence or pal- 
liation of single passages, the general tenour and 
tendency of his plays must always be condemned. 
It IS acknowledged, with universal conviction, that 
the perusal of his works wull make no man better ; 
and that their ultimate effect is to represent pleasure 
in alliance with vice, and to relax those obligations 
by which life ought to be regulated. 

The stage found other advocates, and the dispute 
was proti acted through ten years : but at last Comedy 
grew more modest; and Collier lived to see the'^re- 
W’^ard of his labour m the reformation of the theatre. 

Of the powers by which this important victory 
was achieved, a quotation from Love for Love, and 
the remark upon it, may afford a specimen : 

Sir Samps. “ Sampson’s avery good name ; for your 
Sampsons were strong dogs from the beginning.” 
Angel. Have a care If you remember, the 
strongest Sampson of your name pulled an old 
house over his head at last.” 


“ Here 
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*• litre 50U ln\L tlu Sacrt 4 lli^ton bnrlt qued 
niKl Sunj5aon onct inert brou«,ht into the hou'^c of 
* Dij^on, to nnkc port for tht Phihstnus’ 

Conprt\( <5 Ii^^t j)h\ Jhr If nt/vf the fJ oild 
winch, (hoUph is lit hmls in Ins (lt*<htilion it w is 
wntttii with grent hhoitr and ninth thought, w is 
rec(i\cd with so little fwonr, tint, being in n hiph 
degnt ofltndid iiid di gwsted, he lesohcd to commit 
ins quid mul Ins f me no more to the c'ljincts of mi 
'luditntt 

I roin tins tune Ins life ct i<e<l to tin pnbhck he 
li\cd for hmi«cir mid lor Ins friends md among Ins 
fnendbw isable to nimt«\er\ in in of Ins tune \ horn 
V it mul cltgmee h id t used to n jintition It nn^ be 
tlitrtlort rei onibU uppo<td tint Ins nnnncrs wtrt 
pjhte, ind his cnmcr>ition pleasing 

He ttins not to imt Uktn innch pleasure m 
wntnu he eontnbuted nothing to the typcctdtoj , 
md onh one pijicr to the Fatter ^ tlionji published 
b} men w itli whom he might b( snppo ed willing to 
as oemte and thuiigli he Incd man) jears after ih^ 
piibht Uion of Ins Alisctllmeous Poems, n ct he added 
nothin^ to them, Initlucdon m literary indolence 
engaged 111 no eontrmers), ujntcndin„ w ilh no rival, 
neither ohcitmg fl ilttrv l)\ pnbliek commendations, 
nor provoking enmilv bv malignant entieism, but 
passing hib time among the grcit and splendid, m 
tlitrplaeid enjovnicnt o{ Ins fame and fortune 
Having owed Ins fortune to Ilalifis., he continued 
always ot lus patrons party, but, as it teems, with- 
out violence or ciimonj and his firmnc'^s was na- 
tural!) esteemed, as Ins abilities weic reverenced 
His ^ccuritv thtrefort was nevCrviolatcd and when, 
VoL X O upon 
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upon the extrusion of the Whigs, some intei cession 
was used lest Congievc should be displaced, the carl 
of Oxford made this ansivei 

Non obtusa aclco gestamii'i pcctoia Poem, 

“ Nec tani aicisus cqnos Tj^iia sol jungit ab uibc ” 

He thatw'as thus honouied by the adverse party 
might naturally expect to be advanced when his 
fi lends leturned to power, and he w'as accordingly 
made secietaiy for the island of Jamaica , a place, I 
suppose, without ti List oi caie, but which, with his 
post m the customs, is said to have afforded him 
twelve bundled pounds a yeai. 

His honouis were yet fai greater than his piofits. 
Ev'^eiy wTiter mentioned him with lespect, and, 
among othei testimonies to liis ment, Steele made 
him the patron of his Miscellany, and Pope inscribed 
to him his tianslation of the Iliad. 

But he tieated the Muses wuth ingratitude, for, 
having long conveised familiarly with the great, he 
wished to be considered ralhei as a man of fashion 
than of w'lt, and, when he leceived a visit fiom 
Voltane, disgusted him by the despicable foppeiy 
of desning to be consideied not as an author but a 
gentleman , to which the Fienchman leplied, “ that 
if he had been only a gentleman, he should not 
“ have come to visit him ” 

In his letirement he may be supposed to have 
applied himself to books ; for he discovers more hte- 
lature than the poets have commonly attained. But 
his studies w^ere in his latter days obstructed by ca- 
tai acts in his eyes, which at last terminated in blind- 
ness. This melancholy ^tate was aggravated by the 

gout. 
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gdutj for wliicli he sought relief by a journey to 
Bath, but, being overturned in bis chariot, com- 
plained from that time of a pain in his side, and died, 
at his house in Surrej street ih the Strand, Jan 29, 
1728-9 Having lam m state m the Jerusalem- 
chamber, he nas buried in Westmmster-abbe^, 
wheie 'I monument is erected to his memory by 
Henrietta dutchess of Mailborough, to nliOm, for 
reasons either not known or not mentioned, he be- 
queathed a legacy of about ten thousand pounds 
the accumulation of attentive parsimony, which, 
though to her superfluous and useless, might have 
given great assistance to the ancient familj from 
which he descended, at that time by the imprudence 
of his relation reduced to difficulties and distress 


CON- 
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CONGREVE has merit of the higiiest kind , he 
is an oiiginal writer, nho l)0)roucd neither the mo- 
dels of his plot noi the mnnnei of Ins dialogue Ol 
Ins plays I cannot speak di‘^tinctl} , for, since I in- 
spected tiiem many yeais Inue pa‘<<;td , hut what 
lemains upon my mcrnoiy is, that Ins chaiacters arc 
cominonh fictitious and artificial, with ACiy little of 
natuic, and not much of hie IJe foimcd a jieuihai 
idea of connek excellence, winch he su])j)oscd to 
consist m gay leinarks and unexjiccled answeis, 
but that winch he endeaiouied, he seldom faded ol 
peifoiining. His ‘scenes exhibit not much of hu- 
mour, imageiy, oi jiassion . his jiersonagcs are a 
kimkof mlellcctual gladiatois; evei 3’- sentence is to 
waul or strike; the contest of smaitness is never 
inteinnttcd, Ins wit is a meteoi playing to and fio 
w'lth alternate coiuscations IIis comedies ha\e 
llieiefoie, in some degree, the opeiation of trage- 
dies , they suipn^^e rather than dueit, and laise 
adnniation oftener than men imeiit. But they aie 
the works of a mind leplete wuth images, and quick 
in combination 

Of his miscellaneous poetry I cannot say any 
thing vei y favoui able The pow'ei s of Congi eve seem 
to desert him when he leaves the stao:e, as Antaeus 
was no longer strong than wdien he could touch the 
giound It cannot be obsen^ed w'lthout wonder, that 
a mind so vigoioiis and fertile in diamatick compo- 
sitions should on any othei occasion discover nothing 
but impotence and poveity. He has in these little 
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pieces neither elevation of fancj , selection of lan- 
guage, nor skill m versification jet, if I were re- 
quired to select from the whole mass of Xlnglish 
poetry the most poetical paragraph, I know not what 
1 could prefer to an exclamation m 7 he Moinmng 
ide 

ALMERIA 

It was a fancj d noisc, for all is Inisli d 
i.EONORA 

It bore die accent of a human voice 
almeri \ 

Itwasthj fear, or else some transient wind 
Whistling tliro hollows of this vaulted isk 
\V e 11 listen— 

J.EONOR-\ 

Hark' 

ALMERIV 

No, all IS hush d and still as deith — Tis drcidfu!' 
How reverend is tlic face of this tall pile, 

Whose ancient pillars rear their marble licads, 

To bear aloft Us arch d and ponderous roof, 

By its own weiglit made stedfost and immov 'ibic. 
Looking tranquillity ' It stril cs an awe 
And terror on mj achmg sight the tombs 
And monumental caves of death look cold, 

And shoot a clnlness to my trembling heart 
Give me tlij hand, and let me hear th^ voice , 
hiaj, quickly spcal to me, and let me hear 
Thy voice — my own affrights me with its echoes 

He who reads these lines enjoy s for a moment the 
powers of a poet he feels what he remembers to 
have felt before but he feels it with great increase 

of 
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of sensibility, he lecogmzes a familiar image ; but 
meets it again amplified and expanded, embellished 
with beauty, and enlaiged wuth majesty. 

Yet could the authoi, w^ho appeals here to have 
epjoyed the confidence of Nairn e, lament the death 
of queen Mary in lines like these . 

The locks aie cleft, and ncw-tlescending nils 
Fiurow the hrovs of all th’ impending hills 
The vatei-gods'to floods then mulcts turn. 

And each, with streaming cj es, supplies his v anting 
lun 

The Famis foisakc the woods, the Njmphs the groic. 
And lound the plain in sad disti actions love 
In piickly biakes then tendci limbs the} tear, 

And leave on thoins then locks of golden hair 
With then shaip nails, thcipschcs tlie Satyis w^ound, 
And tug then shagg} beauls, and bite with giicf fiic 
ffiound 

O 

Lo Pan himself, beneath a blasted oak. 

Dejected lies, his pipe in pieces bioke. 

See Pales lyeeping too, in wild despaii. 

And to the piercing winds hei bosom baie 
And see yon fading myrtle, wdieie appears 
The Queen of Love, all bath’d in flowing tears , 

See how she wiings hei hands, and beats her bieast. 
And tears hci useless gndle from hei w'aist ' 

Hear the sad muiniurs of hei sighing doies ' 

For gxief they sigh, forgetful of their loves 

And, many yeais aftei, he gave no pi oof that 
time had improved his wisdom 01 his wit, for, on 
the death of the marquis of Blandfoid, this w'as his 
song . 

And now the winds, which had so long been still. 
Began the sivelling air wnth sighs lo fill , 


The 
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The ^^'ater njinphs, nho motionless remiin tl, 

I^ke linages of icc, while she complain d. 

Non loos (1 their streams 'w when descending rams 
Roll the sttep torrents headlong o er the phins 
The prone creation who so long Ind gaz’d, 

Charm d with her cries, and at her griefs amaz d. 
Began to roar and howl with horrid jell, 

Dismal to hear, and terrible to tell • 

Ivothing but groans and sighs were heard around. 

And Echo multiplied cadi mournful sound 

In both these funeral poems, when he has yelled out 
many syllables of senseless dolour, he dismisses his 
reader with senseless consolation from Uie gra\e of 
Pastora nses a light that forms a star and where 
Amaryllis wept forAmjntas, from every tear sprung 
up a violet 

But William IS his iiero, and of William he will 
sing 

The ho\enng winds on downj wings shall wait around, 
And catch, and waft to foreign lands, the fijing sound 

It cannot but be proper to shew what tliey shall have 
to catch and carry 

Twas now, when flovitrj lawns the prospect made, 
And flowing brooks beneath a foiest sliade, 

A lowing heifer, lo\ chest of the herd, 
btood feeding by while two fierce bulls prepar d 
Their armed heads for fi^ht, bj fate of war to pro\o 
The \ictor worthj of the fair one s lo\e 
Unthought presage of what met ne\t my siew 
Tor soon the shady scene withdrew 
And now, for woods, and fields, uid springing flowers, 
Behold a town arise, bulwark d with walls and lofty 
towers , 


Two 



Two u\al ni mic-, all tlir plain o'cnpic.Kl, 

Kiicli in battalia lanu’tl, aiul •himn^ aini'; rira}’tt : 
^Vltll ca"ci c\ c"' bc’lioldiiHT boili ftmii lai 
Namur, the pri/t* and ni.siiL^-s o( the v.ai 

The Bh'fli of ihv .'l///se is a niiseiahlc fution. 
One good line iL ha^^. which was hoiiowcd irom 
Oi^den. The concluding teises aic these* 

This said, no nirne i cm lin’d 7’li’ etlicii.d ho'>t 
Again nnpationl ciowd tlic (,r%stal c oast 
The fathci, now, within his sjiacions liaiuk. 
Encompass’d all the mingled ni.is' of seas and land-', 
And, haung hcai’d .dolt the pondcioiis sphi le, 

He launch’d the w'orld to float in ambicni .air 

Of bis n tegular poems, that to l\lrs Aiahella 
Hunt s-eems to be the best Ins ode for St C’cciliat. 
D.ay, liowctei, lias some lines which Pope had iii 
his mind wdien he wuotc Ins ow'n 

His iimtalions of Iloiace .aie feebly paiaphias- 
tical, and the additions which he makes aie of little 
a^alue. He sometimes ictams what weie more pio- 
perly omitted, as when lie talks of vervaiu and gtnm 
to propitiate Venus 

Of his ti anslations, the satiic of Jutcn.il was 
written very early, and may theiefoie be forguen, 
though it have not the massiness and vigour of tlie 
original. In all his versions sti ength and spi ightliness 
aie wanting his Hymn to Venus, fiom Homer, is 
perhaps the best His lines aie w^eakened with ex- 
pletives, and his ihymes aie fiequently nnpeifect 
His petty poems ai e seldom w^oi th the cost of ci iti- 
cism , sometimes the thoughts aie false, and some- 
times common. Inhisveises on ladv Gethin, tlie 

latter 
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htter pirfc IS in imiHtion of Dr) dens ode on Mrs 
Ivilligreu and Dons, tint Ins been so flit- 

tered bv Steele, Ins indeed some lively stanzas, but 
the expression might be mended and the most 
sti iking pai t of the cinractei Ind been alrendy shew n 
mLove fo) Loie His h t of Pleasing {oundofi 
on a vulgar but perhaps impracticable principle, 
and the stalencss of tlie «?cnse is not concealed by 
any novelty of illustration or elegance of diction 
This tissue of poetry, fioin which he seems to 
have hoped a lasting name, is totally neglected, and 
known only as it appended to his pla^s 
1 Mobile comedy or while*' tiagedy is regarded, his 
plays are likely to be read but, except what re- 
lates to the stagef , I know not that he has ov el w rit- 
ten a stanza that is sung, or a coujilet that i>> quoted 
The general character of Ins Miscellanies is, that 
they shewthttle wit and little virtue 
Yet to him it must be confessed, that we are m 
debted for the correction of a national erroi, and for 
thecuieof our Pindanck madne s He fir t taught 
the English writers that Pindars odes were regulai 
and though certainly he iiad not tlie fire requisite 
for the higher species ot lyricl poetry, he has shewn 
us, tliat enthusiasm has its rules, and that m mere 
confusion there is neither giace noi greatness 

I j I 

* Ixcept’ Dr Warton exclaims Is not this a liJgli soit 
ot poetry 5 He mentions likcitise that Congreves Opera or 
Oiatono of Semele v\as set to mastek bj Handel, I believe m 
1743 C j 
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Sir RICHARD BLACKMORE is one of those 

men , whose writings have attracted much notice, 
but of whose life and mannei s very little has been 
communicated, and whose lol it has been to be much 
oftener mentioned by enemies than by/riends. 

He ivas the son of Robot Blackmore of Corsham 
in Wiltshire, styled by Wood GenfleinaUj and sup- 
posed to have been an attorney. Having been for 
some time educated in a country school, he was sent 
at thiiteen to Westminster, and m l668 ivas entered 
at Edmund-Hall in Oxfoid, where he took the de- 
giee of M A June 3, 1G76, and resided thirteen 
yeais , a much longer time than it is usual to spend 
at the university , and which he seems to have passed 
with veiy little attention to the business of the place, 
for, m his poems, the ancient names of nations or 
places, which he often mtioduces, are pionounced 
by chance He afterwards travelled . at Padua he 
was made doctor of Physick ; and, after having wan- 
dered about a year and a half on the Continent, re- 
turned home. 


In 
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In some part of his life, it is not known when, 
his indigence compelled him to teach a school, an 
humiliation with which, though it certainly lasted 
but a little while, his enemies did not forget to re- 
proach him, when he became conspicuous enough 
to excite malevolence and let it be remembered for 
his honour, that to have been once a schoolmaster is 
the onlj reproach which all the perspicacity of ma- 
lice, animated by wit, has eaer fixed upon his pri- 
vate life 

When he first engaged in the study of ph} sick, 
he enquired, as he says, of Dr Sydenham, what 
authors lie should read, and was directed by Syden- 
ham to Don Quixote which,’ said he, is a \ery 

good book I read it still The perverseness of 
mankind makes it often mischievous m men of emi- 
nence to give way to meinment the idle and the 
illiterate will long shelter themselves under this 
foolish apophthegm 

Whether he rested satisfied with this direction, 
or sought for better, lie commenced physician, and 
obtained high eminence and extensive practice He 
became Fellow of the College of Physician*?, April 1 2, 
1687, being one of the thirty winch, by the new 
charter of king Jame*?, were added to the formei 
Fellows Ills residence was in Clieapside^, and 
his friends were chiefly m the city In the early 
part of Blackmores time, a citizen was a term of 
reproach and his place of abode was another topick 
to which his adversaries had recourse, in the penury 
of scandal 


* At Sadlers Hall 
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Blackmorej therefore, was made a poet not by 
necessity but inclination, and wrote not for a live- 
lihood but for fame; or, if he may tell his own 
motives, for a nobler puipose, to engage poetry in 
the cause of Viitue. 

I believe it is peculiar to him, that his first pub- 
lic work was an heroick poem. He was not known 
as a maker of verses till he published (in idps) 
Prince Arthur, in ten books, written, as he relates, 
by such catches and starts, and in such occasional 
unceitain houis as his piofession afforded, and for 
the greatest part in coffee-houses, or m passing up 
“ and down the streets,” For the latter part of this 
apology he was accused of writing to the rumbling 
of his chai lot- wheels ” He had lead, he says^ 
"but little poetiy throughout his whole life; and 
" for fifteen years befoie hadmot written an hundred 
" veises, except one copy of Latin verses in piaise 
of a fi lend’s book ” 

' He thinks, and with some reason, that fi om such 
a peiformance perfection cannot be expected , but 
he finds another reason foi the seventy of his cen- 
suieis, which he expi esses in language such as 
Cheapside easily furnished " X am not fiee of the 
" Poets Compan}'-, |havmg never kissed the governor’s 
" hands: mine is therefoie not so much as a per- 
" mission-poem, but a downright interlopei Those 
gentlemen who cany, on their poetical tiade in a 
" joint-stock, would certainly do what they could to 
" sink and luin an unlicensed adventurei, notwith- 
standing I disturbed none of their factories, nor 
imported any goods they have ever dealt in.” H« 
liad lived in the city till he had learned its note. 

That 
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That Pnnce Jt thnr found m'lny renders is cer- 
tain for m two jeirs it had three editions n nery 
unconimon instance of favourable reception, at a 
time when literary curiosity was jet confined to par- 
ticular classes of the nation Such success naturally 
rai ed animosity and Dennis attacked it b) a formal 
criticism, more tedious and disgusting than the work 
winch he condemns To this censure maj be opposed 
the approbation of Locke and the admiration of 
iMolmeux, which are found in their printed Letters 
Molineux is particularly delighted with tlie song of 
MopaSj which is therefore subjoined to this narrative 
It IS remarled by Pope, that what raises the 
‘ hero, often sinks the man Of Blackmore it 
may be «aid, tint, as the poet sinks, the man rises, 
the animadvei*>ions of Dennis, insolent and contemp 
tuous as thej were, raised m him no implacable re- 
sentment he and his cntick were afterwards friends 
and m one of his latter works he praises Dennis as 
‘ equal to Boileau in poetrj, and superior to him m 
cntical abilities 

He seems to hare been more delighted with praise 
than pained by censure, and, instead of slackening, 
quickened his career Hav mg m tw o years produced 
ten books of Pnnce Arthur, in two jears more 
(lG07) Jie ‘'ent into the world King Arthii) in 
twelve The provocation was now doubled, and the 
resentment of wits and cnticks may be supposed to 
have increased in proportion He found, however^ 
adv antages more than equiv alcnt to all their outrages , 
he was this year made one of the physicians m or- 
dinary to king William and advanced by him to 

tile 
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the honour of knighthood^ ^Yl^h the jiresent of a gold 
chain and a medal 

The malignity of the wits atiiibuted Ins knight- 
hood to his new poem , but king William was not 
very studious of poetiy ; and Blackmore perlia] 5 S liad 
other meiit, for he says, m his dedication to Aljted, 
that lie had a gi eater pait m the succession of the 
“ house of Hanovei than evci he had boasted.” 

What Blackmoic could contribute to the Succes- 
sion, or what he imagined himself to ha\ e contributed, 
cannot now he known. That he had been of con- 
sideiable use, I doubt not but he believed, for I hold 
him to have been veiy honest , but he might easily 
make a false estimate of his own impoitance : those 
whom their viitue icstiains fiom deceiving others, 
aie often disposed by their vanity to deceive them- 
selves Whethci he piomoted the Succession or not, 
he at least approved it, and adhered invariably to his 
principles and paity thiough his wdiole life. 

His aidour of poetry still continued , and not 
long after (1700) he published A Pa 7 oph) asc on 
the Book of Job, and other paits of the Sciipture. 
This peiformance Dry den, wdio pursued him with 
gieat malignity, lived long enough to ridicule in a 
Prologue 

The wnts easily confedeiated against him, as Dry- 
den, whose favoui the}'- almost all couited, w'as his 
professed adveisary He had besides given them 
reason for resentment, as, in his Preface to Prince 
Ai thin , he had said of the Di amatick Writei s almost 
all that was alleged afterwards by Collier, but 
Blackmore’s censure w'as cold and general, Colhei’s 

was 
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was personal and ardent Blackmore taught his 
reader to dishhe uhat Collier incited him to abhor 
In his Preface to Ktng Arthur he endeavoured 
to gam at least one friend, and propitiated Congreve 
by higher praise of his Mout nm^ Bride than it has 
obtained from anj other cntick 

The same } ear lie publidicd A Satn e on IVxt a 
proclamation of defiance which united the poets 
almost all against him, and which brought upon 
Iiim lampoons and ridicule from every side This 
he doubtless foresaw, and evidently despised, nor 
should his dignity of mind he without its praise, 
liad he not paid tlie homage to greatness which he 
denied to genius, and degraded himself by conferring 
that authont) over the national taste, wlncli he takes 
liom the poets, upon men of high rank and wide 
influence, but of less wit and not greater virtue 
Here is again discovered the inhabitant of Cheap- 
side, whose head cannot I eep his poetry unmingled 
with trade To hinder that intellectual bankruptcy 
which he aflTects to fear, lie will erect a Banh for 
fpit 

In tins poem he justly censured Dr} dens impu- 
rities, but praised his powers though m a subse- 
quent edition he retained the satire, and omitted the 
praise What was liis leason I know not Dr} den 
was then no longer m liis wa} 

His liead still teemed with heroick poetry and 
(17O0) he published Eliza, in ten books I am 
afraid that the world was now weary of contending 
about Blackmore s heroe , for I do not remember 
that by any author, senous or comical, I have found 
Eliza either praised or blamed She ‘‘ dropped, 

as 
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as it scemsj “ dcad-boin fioin llic piess” It is 
never mentioned, and nas nc\er seen by me till 1 
boiioncd it foi the present occasion. Jacob sa\s, 
it IS corrected and leiised for another mijircssion 
but the iabom oi leviMon was tin own away 

Fiom this tune he turned some of his tlioughts to 
the celebi ation ol living chaiacters , and wroteajiocm 
on the Kif-uii C/uh, and j-idt we io the Poets hoii to 
celebrate the Da he qfJIarlbn) oagh , but on occasion 
of another ycai of success^ thinking himself qualified 
to give moic mstiuction, he again wiote a poem of 
Adi'icc to a IFeavc) of Tape^t?//. Steele was then 
publishing the 'Faflci , and, looking loiind him lor 
somethin!> at w Inch he ini«ht laugh, unluckily lighted 
on Sn Uichaid’s woik. and tioated it with such con- 
tempt, that, as Fenton obsei ves, he ])ut an end to the 
species oi w.iiers that gaie Idi ite to Paint C } a 
Not long alter (^ 1712 ) lie published Creation, a 
philosophical Poem, which has been by my lecom- 
mendation inscited m the late collection Whoe\ei 
judges of this b}' any othei of Blackmore's pei- 
formanccs, will do it injuiv. The piaise given it by 
Addison (Spec 339) well known to be tian- 

seribed , but some notice is due to the testimony of 
Bemiis, who calls it a “■ philosophical Poem, which 
has equalled that of Lucietius in the beauty of its 
versification, and infinitely sui passed it in the soh- 
dity and stiengtli of its leasoning.'’ 

Ythy an authoi surpasses himself^ it is natural to 
enquiie. Ihaveheaid horn Mr Draper, an emi- 
nent bookseller, an account leceivcd by him fioni 
Ainbiose Philips, “ ThatBlackmoie. as he pioceeded 
in this poem, laid Ins mamisciipt fiom time to 

time 
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time before a club of w its ^\lth w horn he associated ^ 
and tint every ntaii contributed, as ht could, either 
“ improvement or correction so tliat, said Philips, 
" there are perliaps no where in the book, thirt} lines 
'^together tint now stand as the} were originally 
" written 

Tile relation of Philips, I suppose, was true but 
when all rea<onablc all credible allowance is made 
for this friendl} revision, the author will still retain 
an ample div idend of praise for to him must alw a> a 
be assigned the plan oi the worJ , the distribution of 
its part*?, the choice of topicks, the tram of argu- 
ment, and, whatn vet more, the general predomi- 
nance of philosophical judgment and poetical spirit 
Correction «cIdom effects more tlian the suppression 
of faults a happy line, or a single elegance, may 
perlnp*? be added but of a large work the general 
character must always remain the original const: 
tution can be very little helped by local remedies* 
inherent and radical dubiess will never be much in-* 
Vigorated by extimsick miniation 

Tills poem, if he had written notlimgclse, would 
have tnn‘?nntte<l liim to posterity among the first la 
vountes of the Lngli h Must but to make verses 
Was Ills tnn‘?cend int pleasure, and, as he w as not de 
terred by censure he was not satiated with praise 
He deviated however, sometimes into other tracks 
of literature, md coiidesctntled to entertain his rea 
ders vv ith plain prose W hen the Spectatoi stopped, 
he con^iidered the polite woild as dt'ititute of entei- 
tainment and, in concert with iVir Hughes, who 
Wrote every third paper, publi'ihed three times a week 
the Lay Monaititry, founded on the supposition that 
VoL X P some 
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Some litcrni j^meiij whose characters ai e described^ had 
retired to a house in the countiy to enjoy philosophi- 
cal leisuie, and lesolved to instruct the publick, by 
•communicating then disquisitions and amusements. 
Whether any leal persons were concealed under fic- 
titious names, is not known The heio of the club 
Is one Ml. Johnson , such a constellation of excel- 
lence, that his chaiactei shall not be suppressed, 
though there is no great genius m the design, nor 
skill m the delineation. 

“ The fiist I shall name is Mi Jolinson, a gentle- 
man that owes to Natuie excellent faculties and an 
elevated genius, and to industiy and application 
many acquiied accomplishments. His taste is dis- 
“ tmguishmg, just, and delicate * his judgment 
“ clear, and his reason strong, accompanied with an 
“ imagination full of spmt, of great compass, and 
stoied with lefined ideas. He is ^ ciitick of the 
first 1 ank , and, what is his jiecuhai oi nament, he 
“ IS dehveied fiom the ostentation, malevolence, and 
“ supcicihous temper, that so often blemish men of 
“ that chai actei Kis remai ks result fi om the nature 
and leason of things, and are foimed by a judg- 
meni fiee, and unbiassed by the authority of those 
“ who have lazily follow'ed each other in the same 
beaten tiact of thinking, and aie ai rived only at 
“ the reputation of acute giammarians and commen- 
“ tators , men, wdio have been copying one another 
“ many hundied years, wuthout any improvement; 
or, if they have ventured farther, have only ap- 
plied in a mechanical manner the rules of ancient 
“ cnticks to modern writings, and wuth great labour 
“ discovered nothing but their own want' of judg- 

“ ment 
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" ment and capacity As Air Johnson penetrates to 
“ the bottom of his subject, by which means Ins ob- 
" servations are solid and natural, as well ns delicate, 
“ so his design is always to bring to light something 
"useful and ornamental whence his character is 
" the reverse to theirs, who have eminent abilities in 
" insignificant knovvle<lge, and a great felicity m 
finding out trifles He is no less industrious to 
" search out the merit of an author, than sagacious 
** in discerning his errors and defects and takes 
" more pleasure in commending the beauties, than 
" exposing the blemishes of n laudable writing like 
" Horace, m a long work, he cm bear some defor- 
" mities, and justlj hy tliem on the imperfection of 
" human nature, which is incapable of faultless pro-* 
" ductions When an excellent Drama appears in 
" publick, and bj its intrin«ick worth attracts a gene- 
" ral applause, lie is not stung w ith envy and spleen , 
nor does he express a savage nature, in fastening 
upon the celebrated author, dwelling upon his 
" imaginary defects, and passing over his conspicuous 
" excellences He treats all writers upon the same 
impaitial fooling and is not, like the hltle rriticl s, 
tal en up entirtlj in finding out onl^ the beauties 
" of the ancient, and nothing but the errors of the 
modern writers Never did anj^ one express more 
" kindness and good nature to joung and unfinished 
" authors ht promotes then interests, protects their 
" reputation, extenuates then faults, and sets ofl'lheir 
" virtues, and by hi*! emdour guards them from the 
" «;eventy of his judgment He is not like those 
drj eriticks, who are morose because they cannot 
" write themselves, but is himself ma ter of a good 
V 2 vein 
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“ vein in poetry ; and lliongli he does not often eni- 
ploy itj } ctliehas ■sometimes entei tamed his friends- 
“ 'ivith his nnpnbli‘'hed jieifonnances ” 

Tlie icst of the Lay seem to be but feeble 

inoitals, in eomp.iiiMm nitli the gigantic Johnson ; 
\vho\et, \Mth all hi^ abilitie-', and the help of the 
fiateinily, could diive the jHibhcation but to forty 
papei s, n Inch n ei c altei \\ .mR collected into a volume, 
and called m the title A Srcjiiel to the Spccfnfois. 

Some veais afteiuards (17 Id and I717) he pub- 
lished tno volnnic “5 of Essays m prose, nhich can be 
commended only as they aie vntten for tlie highest 
and noblest puijiosej the pi emotion of religion, 
Blackmoie’s piose is not the prose of a poet, foi it 
IS languid, sluggish, and lifeless , his diction is nei- 
thei daimg nor exact, his flow neithei lapid nor easy, 
and his peiiods neither smooth noi stiong His ac- 
count ol will shew w'lth liow little clearness he 
IS content to think, and how little his thoughts aie 
recommended by his language 

“ As to Its efficient cause, ff'it ow'es its production 
“to an extiaouhnaiy and pecuhai tempei ament m 
“ the constitution of the possessoi of it, in which is 
“ found a concuiience of regulai and exalted fer- 
“ ments, and an affluence of animal spiiits, lefined 
and lectified to a gieat dcgiee of puiit\’: wdience, 
“ being endow^ed with vivacity, brightness, and ce- 
lerity, as well in then leflections as diiect motions, 
“ they become piopei instruments foi the sprightly 
^ opeiations of the mind , by wdiich means the ima- 
gmation can wuth 'gieat facility range the wide 
field of Natuie, contemplate an infinite variety of 
objects, and, by observing the similitude and dis- 

“ agieement 
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agreement of their several qualities, single out and 
abstract, and then suit ami unite, those ideas vv hich 
will best serve its purpose Hence beautiful allu 
sions, surprising metaphor's, and admirable senti- 
“ ments, are always lead^ at hand and while the 
‘ fancy is full of images, collected fioin innumerable 
objects and then different qu ilities, relations, and 
“ habitudes, it can at pleasuie dress a common no- 
tion m a strange but becoming garb by which, as 
before obsened, the same thought will appeal a 
“ new one, to the great delight and wondei of the 
"hearer Wiiat we call genius results fiom this 
" particular happj complevon m the ffist formation 
"of the person that enjojs it, and is Natuies gift, 
" but diversified by vanous specific^ characters and 
" limitations, as its active fire is blended and allayed 
" by different proportions of phlegm, or reduced and 
"regulated by the contrast of opposite feiments 
“ Therefore, as there happens m the composition of a 
" facetious genius a greater oi less, though still aa m- 
" fenor, degree of judgment and pi udeiice, one man ot 
nit n ill be varied and distinguished from another > 
Jn these T ssays he tooV. little care to jnopiti itc the 
wits for he scorns to avert their inalicc at the e\- 
pence of virtue or of truth 

"Several, m their boohs, have man} sarca'stical 
"and spiteful stroles at religion m general while 
" others make themselves pleasant withtl e principles 
" of the Christian Of the last kind, this age has 
" seen a most audacious example in the book intitled 
" Tale of a hib Had this writing been pub- 
" Iished m a Pagan or Popish nation, who arejustly 
impatient of all mdignitv offered ^to the established 

" religion 
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leligion of their country^ no doubt but the author ' 
would have received the punishment he deseived. 
But the fate of this impious buffoon is very dif- 
ferent ; for m a Protestant kingdom, zealous of 
their civil and religious immunities, he has not 
only escaped affronts ancf the effects' of pubhck re- 
“ sentment, but has been caressed and pationized by 
persons of great figure, and of all denominations. 
Violent party-men, who differed in all things be- 
sides, agreed in their turn to shew pai ticular i e- 
spect and fiiendship to this insolent derider of the 
worship of his country, till at last the i eputed writer 
^ IS not only gone off with impunity, but ti lumphs 
in his dignity and pieferment I do not know 
that any inquiry or search was ever made aftei this 
writing, or that any reward was ever offered for the - 
discovery of the author, oi that the mfifmous book 
was ever condemned to be burnt in pubhck ; whe- 
ther this proceeds from the excessive esteem and 
love that men in power, during the late reign, 
had for wit, or their defect of zeal and concern 
“ for the Christian religion, will be detei mined best 
by those who are best acquainted with their cha- 
racter.’ 

In another place he speaks with becoming abhor- 
rence of a godZe.? a aw/Zior, who has burlesqued a Psalm. 
This author was supposed to be Pope, who published 
a reward foi any one that would produce the coiner 
6f the accusation, but never denied it ; and was af- 
terwards the perpetual and incessant enemy of Black- 
more 

t 

One of his Essays is upon the Spleen, which is 
treated by him so much to his own satisfaction, that 

he 
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he has published the ‘Jame thoughts in the same 
^vo^ds first in the Lay Monastery then m the Es- 
say and then in the Preface to a Medical Treatise 
on the Spleen One passage, which I In^e found 
aheadytwice, I will here exhibit, because I think it 
better imagined, and better expressed, than could be 
expected from the common tenour of his prose 

As the se\eral combinations of splenetick mad 
" ness and folly produce an infinite \ariety of iiTegu- 
lar understanding, so the amicable accommodation 
** and alliance between ‘several virtues, and vices pro- 
duce an equal dnersitj in the dispositions and 
manners of mankind, whence it comes to pass, 
" that as many monstrous and absurd productions 
are found in the moral as in the intellectual world 
" How surprizing is it to observe, among the least 
culpable men, some whose minds are attiacted bv 
Heaven and Earth with a seeming equal force 
some who are proud of humility others who are 
^^censonous and uncharitable, )et self-denying and 
devout, some who join contempt of the world 
"with sordid avarice and otliers who preserve a 
" great degree of pietj, witU vll-uatare and ungo- 
verned passions ^ Nor aie instances of this incon- 
" sistent mixture less frequent among bad men, wliere 
we often, w ith admiration «:ee persons, at once gene- 
" rous and unjust, impious lovers of their country, 
and flagitious heroes, good natufed sharpers, mi- 
" moral men of honour, nul libertines who will 
sooner die than change their religion and though 
" it is true tint repugnant coalitions of so high a-de- 
" gree are found but m a part of mankind, vet none 

" of 
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of the \Nhole ma^b, either good oi had, aie entire Is' 
exempted fiom «:ome absuid mixtuie.” 

He about this time (Aug 22, 171O) l)ecanie one 
of the Elect}, of the College of Pliv'-icuins , and was 
soon aftei (Oct 1 ) chosen Cemot . He seems to 
have aimed lute, \\hatever uas the rca^-on, at his 
medical hononis. 

Having succeeded so well in his book on Ci cation, 
by w'hich he established the great princijile of all 
Religion, he thought his undei taking impeilect, un- 
less he likewMse enfoiccd the tuith of Revelation; and 
foi that purpose added another poem on Redemption. 
He had likewise wiitccn, bcfoie bis Ci cation, three 
books on the NatuieoJ Man. 

The lovers of musical devotion have always washed 
for a more happy metncul veision th.m they have } et 
obtained of the book of Psalms this wish the piety 
pf Blackmore led him to gratify, and hepioduced 
(1721)./ new f^ersion of the Rhalnns 0} David, fiitf d 
to the Tunes i( 6 ed in Chinches , which, being recom- 
mended by the aichbishops and man}’* bishoj)';, ob- 
tained a licence for its admission mb' publick woi- 
ship* but no admission has it yet obtained, noi has 
it any light to come where Brady and Tate ho'^e e:ot 
possession Blackmore’s name inu'^t be added to 
those of many othei s, w ho, by the same attempt, have 
obtained only the praise of meaning well 

He was not yet deteiied irom heioick poetry. 
There w'as another monarch of this island, 'foi he did 
not fetch his heroes from foreign countries), whom 
he considered as worthy of the Epick Muse , and he 
dignified Alfred (1723) with twelve books Rut the 
opinion of the nation was now settled ; a hero intio- 

ducec^ 
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iluced by Bhckmore ^^as not likely to find cither re 
Bpect 01 kindness Alfi ed took lus phce b} Lhza in 
ciknce and darkness Benevolence v\as ashamed to 
fa\oui, and Malice was wear^ of insulting Of his 
four Fpick Poems the fii^t had such reputation and 
pop ilanU as enraged tJie criticks the sc'cond was at 
least known enough to be ndiculed the two last Iiad 
neither friends nor enemies 

Contempt is a 1 ind of gangrene, which, if it seizes 
one part of a character, corrupts all the rest by de- 
grees Blackmoro, being despised as a jioct, was m 
time neglected as a pli^sician his praetiee, which 
was once invidiously great, forsook him in the latter 
pait of Ins life , but being natuic, or b) principle, 
averse from idleness, he cinplojetl Ins unwelcome 
leisure m writing books on phvsick, and te idling 
others to cure tliose wliom he could inm clf cure no 
longer I know not whether I can enumerate all the 
treatises by wh|di lie has €ndea\oured to difhise the 
art of iieihng for there is scarcely am distemper, 
of dreadful name, which he has not laught the leader 
how to oppose He has written on t)ie small-po\, 
'p'lth a vehement invective against inoculation on 
consumptions, tlie spleen, the gout, the rlieumatism, 
the kings evil, the dropsv, the jaundice, tlie stone, 
the diabetes, and the plague 

Of those books, if 1 had real them, it cou’d not bo 
expected that I «hou] 1 be able to give a critical le- 
count i have been told that there is soinething m 
them of vexation and discontent, discovered by a 
perpetual attempt to degiade physick from it subli- 
mity, and to represent it as attainable vvitliout much 
previous or concomitant learning By the transient 

glances 
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glances \\hich I liave thrown upon thcnij I have ol)- 
serv’^ed an affected contempt of the Ancients, and a 
supercilious derision of transmitted knowledge. Of 
this indecent ariogancc the follovMng quotation from 
his Preface to the Tieatise on the Small-pox will 
affoid a specimen, in which, when thcreadei finds, 
what I fear is true, that, when he was censuring 
Hippocrates, he did not know the difference be- 
tween aphoi ism and apophthegm, he w ill not pay 
much 1 egard to his determinations concerning ancient 
learning 

As foi his book of Aphorism^ it is like my 
“ lord Bacon s of the same title, a book of ]ests, or 
a giave collection of tiite and tiifling obseiwations ; 
of w'hich though many aie true and certain, yet 
they signify nothing, and may affoid diveision, 
but no instruction ; most of them being much in-i 
fenor to tlie sayings of the wuse men of Greece, 
which yet are so low and mean, that we are en-^ 
tertained eveiy day with more ^aluable sentiments 
at the table conversation of ingenious and learned 
men.” 

I am unwilling, however, to leave him m total 
disgrace, and wall theiefoie quote fiom anothei Pre-t 
face a passage less repiehensil)le. 

Some gentlemen have been disingenuous and 
" unjust to me, by wresting and forcing my meaning, 
in the Preface to anothei book, as if I condemned 
and exposed all learning, though they knew I de- 
clai'ed that I gieatly honouied and esteemed all 
“ men of superior literature and ei udition ; and that 
I only undervalued false or supeificial leaining, 
that signifies nothing foi the sei vice of mankind ; 

and 
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nnci that as to phjsiclc, I expressl) affirmed that 
‘ learning must be joined \\ itli native genius to mahe 
^ a phjsician of the first rani but if tliose talents 
‘ aie separated^ I asserted, and do still insist, that 
" a man of native «?agacity and diligence will prove a 
more able and useful practiser, than a heavy no- 
“ tional scholar, encumbered w ith a heap of confused 
‘‘ ideas * 

He was not only a poet and a physician, but pro 
duced likewiseavvorkofadiffei'ent kind, Atm? and 
tmpaitial History of the Conspiracy a^rainst Kmg 
JfhUiam, of ylonous Memoiy,' m the Year lfip5 
This I have never seen, but suppose it at least com- 
piled uitli integnt) He engaged likewise in tbeo 
logical controversy, and wrote two books against the 
Ai latib Just Pi ejudtces against the At lan Hypo* 
Jhests and Modern At tans unmashed Arother of 
his works IS Natiaal Theology ^ or Moral Duties 
considered apait fom Positive iLiih sotne Ohser^ 
inlions on tl e D strabhness and Necessity of a su^- 
pernaiUi al Ra ehtion This was the last book that 
he published He lelt behind liim The accomplished 
Pieaiher, or an Essay upon Divine Eloquence 
which was printed after Jus death b) Mr of 

Na^hnd m Essex, the minister v\ho attended his 
death bed and testified the fervent pietj of his last 
Jjonr'! He died on the eighth of Octobe^, 1729 


BLACK- 
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BLACKMOKE, by the unrcmitted rniinty of the 
%Mts, ^Yhom 1 k‘ piovoLed moie by bih virtue than bis 
dulness, has been e\pospd to noise treatment than 
he deserved Ills name was so long used to point 
e\eiy epigram upon dull niitei',, that it became at 
last a bye-word of contempt ; but it desen es obser- 
vation, that mahgnit}'- takes hold only of his n ritings^ 
and that his life passed nithout rejiroach, even nhen. 
his boldness of icpiehcnsion uatmally turned upon 
him many eyes desiioiis to e‘^])y faults, nlnch many 
tongues \Yould have made haste to publish. But tho^e 
vvho could not blame could at least forbeai to praise, 
andtheiefoie of his pi irate life and domestic chaiac- 
ler theie aie no meinouals 

As an author he may justly claim the honours of 
magnanimity. The incessant attacks of his enemies, 
whether sei lous or mei i y, ai e never discovered to have 
disturbed his quiet, or to have lessened his confidence 
in himself, they neithei awed him to silence nor to 
caution; they neither provoked him to petulance, 
nor depressed him to complaint While the distri- 
butors of literary fame weie endeavouiing to depre- 
ciate and degrade him, he cither desj^ised or defied 
them, vyiote on as he had mitten before, and never 
turned aside to quiet them hy civility, or lepiess them 
by confutation 

He depended with gi eat security on his own pow ers, 
and peihaps was foi that leason less diligent in pei- 
using books. Hisliteiatuie was, I think, but small, 
What he knew of antiquitjq I suspect him to hav’^e 
gathered fiom modem compileis, but, though he 
could not boast of much ciitic^.1 knowledge, his mind 

w?is 
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as stored ^\ith geneni principles, and he left mi- 
nute researches, to those whom he considered as little 
minds 

Witli tills disposition he wrote most of hi5 poems 
Having formed a magnificent design, he was careless 
of particular and subordinate elegances he studied 
no niceties of -versification he waited foi no felicities 
ot fancy but caught liis first thoughts in the first 
words m which they were presented nor does it 
appear that he saw beyond his own performances, or 
had ever elevated his news to that ideal perfection 
which every genius bom to excel is condemned al- 
ways to puisue, and never overtake In the first 
suggestions of his imagination he acquiesced he 
thought them good, and did not seek foj better 
His works ma} be read a long time without the Oc- 
currence of -a single hne that stands prominent from 
the rest 

The poem on has, however, the appear- 

ance of more circum«?pection it want? neither har- 
mony of numbers, accuracy of thought, nor elegance 
of diction it has either been written with great care, 
or, what cannot be imagined of 0 long a work, with 
sucli felicity as made care les? nece':s irj 

Its two constituent parts are ratiocination and de- 
scription lo reason in ver?e, is allowed to be dif- 
ficult but Blackmore not onl). reasons inverse, but 
verj often reisons poeticallj and finds the art of 
uniting ornament with strength, and ease with close 
ness Tills is a skill which Pope might have con- 
descended to Icani from him, when he needed it so 
much in liis Moral Es?avs 

In 
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In his descriptions botii of life and nature, the poet 
and the philosophei happily co-operate , truth is 
recommended by elegance, and elegance sustained 
by tiiith. 

In the structure and order of the poem, not only 
the gi eater parts are propeily consecutive, but the 
didactick and illustrative paragraphs aie so happily 
mingled, that labour is relieved by pleasure, and the 
attention is led on through a long succession of varied 
excellence to tlic oiiginal position, the fundamental 
principle of wisdom and of viitue. 


AS 
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AS theheroiclv poems of Blackmore are now little 
read, it is thought proper to insert, as a specimen 
from Pnnce Aithiir, the ong of Mopas mentioned 
by MolmeuN. 

But that which Arthur witli most pleasure heard 
Were noble strains, b\ Mopas sung tlic bard, 

Who to his harp in loftj aeise began, 

And through the secret maze of Nature ran 
He the Great Spirit sung, that all things fill d, 

Tliat the tumultuous nnea of Ciiaos still d , 

"Whose nod dispos d the jarring seeds to peace, 

A^nd made the uars of lioslilc Atoms cease 
All Beings, we in fruitful Nature find. 

Proceeded from the Great Ctcriial Mind , 

Streams of his unc\))austcd spiing of power, 

And, cherish d with his influence, endure 
He spread tlic pure cerulean fields on higli, 

And arch d tlie chambers of the lauUed sVj 
Which lie to suit their glorj witli their height, 

\dorn d with jj,lobes, that reel, as drunk with light 
His hand directed all ilic tuneful spheres, 

He turn d then orbs, and polish d all the stars 
He fill d the Sun s \ast lamp with golden light. 

And bid tin sihcr Moon adorn the night 
He spread theairj Ocean without shores, 

Where birds are wafted witli their feather d oars 
Then sung the bard how the liglit \apouis nse 
From the warm eartli and cloud the smiling skies 
He sung how some, chill d in tlieir airy flight. 

Fall scatter d do^vIl in pearly dew bj night, 

How some rais d higher, sit in secret steams 
On the reflected points of bounding beams, 

Till, chill d with cold, thej shade tli etheria! plain, 
Then on the thirsty earth descend in ram 


How 
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How some, whose paits a slight contexture show. 
Sink hoienng through the air, in fleecy snow ; 

How paitis spun in silken threads, and clings 
Entangled in the grass in gleny stnngs , 

How otheis stamp to stones, with rushing sound 
Fall fiom then chr}stal quaiiics to the giound. 

How some are laid in trains, that kindled fly. 

In haimless flies by night, about the sky. 

How some in ninds blow with impetuous foice. 

And caiiy luin nhcie they bend their couise, 

While some conspiie to foim a gentle bieeze. 

To fan the an, and play among the trees; 

How some, cniag’d, glow tuibulcnt and loud. 

Pent in the bowels ol a fi owning cloud, 

That ciacks, as if the axis of the woild 
Was bioke, and Hea^ en’sbiight tow cis were downw'aids 
hull’d 

He sung how caillfs wade ball, at Joke’s command, 
Did m the midst on any columns stand , 

And how' the soul of plants, in prison held, 

And bound with sluggish fetteis, lies conceal’d. 

Till with the Spiin_,’s w’^aim beams, almost releas’d 
Fiom the dull weight, with wdnch it lay opprest, 

Its vigoui spieads, and makes the teeming earth 
Heave up, and laboui with the spi outing birth . 

The active spiiit fieedom seeks in vain, 

It only works and twists a stronger chain , 

Uiging Its prison’s sides to break a way, 

It makes that wndei, wheic ’tis forc’d to stay 
Till, having foim’d its living house, it uars 
Its head, and m a tendei plant appeals* 

Hence spungs the oak, the beaut\ of the giove, 
Whose stately tiunk fieice storms can scarcely move 
Hence glows the cedar, hence the swelling vine 
Does round the elm its purple clusters twine. 


Hence 
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Hence painted flonrcrs the smiling gardens bless, 
Both with their fragrant scent and gaud^ dress 
Hence tlie white hlj in full beauty grows, 

Hence the blue iiolct, and blushing rose 
He sung how sun beams brood upon the cartli, 

And m the glebe hatch such a numerous birth , 
Which waj the genial uarmtli m Summer storms 
Turns putrid lapours to a bed of worms , 

How ram, transform d tins proltfick power, 

Falls from the clouds an animated shower 
He sung the embr} o s grow th withm the w omb, 

And how the pdrts their lanous shapes assume , 

Witli what rare art the wondrous structure s thought. 
From one crude mass to such perfectidii brought > 
That no part useless, pone misplac d we see. 

None arc forgot, and more would inorwtfous be^ ’ 
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X' HE bievil}'’ with which I am to write the ac- 
count of ELIJAH FENTON, is not the effect of 
indifference oi negligence I have sought intelligence 
among his relations in his native country, but have 
not obtained it. 

He was born near Newcastle in Staffordshire, of an 
antient family whose estate was rery considerable : 

but 

^ He was bom at Shelton, near Nen castle. May 20, 16S3, 
and was the youngest of eleven children of John Fenton, an at- 
torney at law, and one of the coronci-s of the county of Stafford 
Hisfathei died in 1G94, and liis giave, in the church-yard of 
Stoke upon Tient, is distinguished by the following elegant I-atia 
insciiption from the pen of his son 

H S E 

Johannes Ffnton, 
de Shelton 

antiqud stupe generosus * 
juxta rebquias-'conjugis 
Catharine: 

formCi, moiibus, pietate, 
optimo viio dignissiinn 
Qw. 

intemerath in ecclesiam fide> 
et'irtutibus mtaminqtis, enituit j 


necnon 
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but he nai> the youngest of eleven children, and 
being tliereforenecessardydcstmed to some lucrative 
employment was sent first to school, and afterwards 
to Cambridge*, but, with many otlier wise and 
virtuous men, who at tliat' time of discord and 
debate consulted conscience, whether well or ill in- 
formed more than interest, he doubted the legality 
of the government, and refusing to qualify himself 
for pubhck emploj ment by the oaths required, left 
the linn ersity without a degree but I never heard 
that the enthusiasm of opposition impelled him to 
separation from the Church ' 

By this perverseness of integritj he was driven out 
a commoner of /Nature,’ cscluded from the regular 
modes of profit and prospent) , and reduced to pick 
up V Inelihodd uncertain and fortuitous but it 
must be remembered that he Kept his name unsul- 
lied, and never suffered Inmself to be reduced, hkc 
too many of the same sect, to mean arts and dis 
honourable shifts Whoever /mentioned iFenton, 
mentioned him with honour 

f 

» necnon ingcnu lepore 
bonis artibus expoliti 
; ^ac ammo oennes benevolo 
^sibi stusque jucuiuUis vucit 

' Pcccm annos u^con dilecto: super&tea 
magnum sui dcbidomim bonis 
I I omnibus leliquit 

/ f solutis huniRaa* XC94 , 

anno ^ aitabs su® 5r 
See Gent Jlag 1791 vol LXI p 703 N 
* He was entered of Jesus College and took a Bachelor s de 
gree m 1704 but it appears by the list of Cambridge graduatts 
that lie removed m J726 to l^inity Hall N 
a 3 
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The life that passes m penury must nece'^sanly 
pass in obscurity. It is impossible to trace Fenton 
from yeai to yeai, or to discover what means he used 
fol his snppoit. He was awhile secietaiy to Charles 
eail of Oiieiy in Flandei'^, and tutor to his young' 
son, who aflerwaids mentioned him ivith gieatesteem 
and tenderness. He was at one time assistant in the 
school of ]\Ir Bonwicke in Surrey , and at anotlier 
kept a school foi himself at Sevenoaks in Kent, 
which he hi ought into reputation ; but was persuaded 
to leave it (1710) by Mr St. John, with promises of 
a moie honourable employment 

His opinions, as he Was a Nonjuror, seem not to 
have been leinaikably rigid. He wrote with great 
zeal and affection the piaises of queen Anne, and 
very willingly and liberally extolled the duke of 
Marlborough, nhen he nas (1707) at the height of 
his gl6ry. ^ 

Ho expressed still more attention to Marlborough 
and Ins family by an elegiack Pastoral on the mar- 
quis of Blandfoid, which c'ould be prompted only 
by respect or kindness ; for neither the duke nor 
dutchess desiied the piaise, or liked the cost of 
patronage 

The elegance of his poetiy entitled him to the 
company of the wits of his time, and the amiable- 
ness of his maiinei s made him loved wherevei he was 
knovin Of his fiiendship to Southern and Pope 
theie are lasting monuments 

He published in 1707 a collection of poems 
By Pope he was once placed m a station that might 
have been of gieal advantage. Craggs, when he 
was advanced to be secretaiy of state (about 1720 ), 

feel- 
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feeling his want of literature, desired Pope to pro- 
cure him an instructor, bj ^\hose help ho might 
suppi} the deficiencies of Ins education Pope re- 
commended Teuton, in uliom Cnggs found all that 
he uas seeking There nas now a prospect of case 
and plenty, for Penton Ind merit, and Cnggs had 
generosity but the small-pov suddenly put an end 
to the pleasing expectation 

When Pope, after the great success of his I/iad, 
undertook the Od^sset/, bung, as it seems, iieary of 
translating, he determined to engige anviliancs 
Twehe books he took to himself, and tucKc he 
distributed betucen Broome and Penton the books 
allotted to Penton were the first, the fourth, tlic 
•nineteenth, and the twentieth It is observable, that 
he did not take the eleventh, which he had before 
translated into blank verse neither did Pope claim 
jt, but committed it to Broome How the two 'isso- 
ciates performed their jmrts is well Known to the rea 
ders of poetry, who have never been able to chstm- 
guisli their books from tho«e of Pope 

In 1723 was jierforined his tngedj of Ifai tanine 
to which Soutiiern, at whose lionso it v\^s wnttcoj 
IS «;aid to have contributed such iiints as Ins theatri- 
cal experience supplied When it w is sliewn to Cib- 
ber, It was rejected by him, with the addition il in- 
solence of advising Fenton to engage himself in some 
employment of honest labour by vvhicli he might 
obtain that support winch he could never hope from 
liispoetrj The play was acted at tlie otlier theatre 
and the brutal petulance ot Cibber was confuted, 
though, perhaps, not shamed, bj general applause 
Fenton s profits are said to have amounted to near a 

thou 
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-thousand pounds, ith which he dischai ged a debt 
contracted by his attendance at court 

Fent(<n seems to liave had some peculiai system of 
\eisification Mauavme isuntten ni lines of ten 
syllables, with few of those ledundant terminations ' 
which the Biama not only admits but lequires, as 
more neaily approaching to leal dialogue. The" tenor 
of his veiso IS so unifoim that it cannot be thought 
casual, and yet upon uhat piinciple he go con- 
stiucted it, is difficult to discovei 

The mention of his play bungs to my mind a very 
trifling occunence Fenton was one diiy m the com- 
pany of Bioome, his associate, and Fold, a clergy- 
man, at that time too well know n, w’ho'^e abilities, 
instead of furnishing convivial men iment to the vo- 
luptuous and dissolute, might have enabled him to 
excel among the viituous and the wise. They de- 
termined all to see The Merry Wives of JFimJsor, 
which was acted that night ; and Fenton, as a di amatick 
poet, took them to the stage-dooi ; w^licre the dooi- 
keeper enquning W'ho they were, was told tliat the}'’ 
weie three veiy necessaiy men, Fold, Broome, and 
Fenton The^name in the play, w'hich Pope lestored 
to Bjook, was then Bioome 

It w^as peihaps attei this play that he undertook to 
revise the punctuation of Milton's poems, which, as 
the author neithei wuote the oiigmal cop}’’ noi coi- 
rected the press, w as supposed capable of amendment. 
To this edition he prefixed a shoit and elegant ac- 
count of Milton’s life, wuitten at once wuth tendei- 
ness and integrity. 

He published likewise (1729) a.veiy splendid edi- 
i^ion of Waller, with notes- often useful, often enterr 
' tamine. 
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taming, but too much extended by long quotations 
from Clarendon Illustrations drawn from a boob so 
easily consulted, should be made by reference rather 
than transcription 

The latter part of his life ^\as calm and pleasant 
The relict of Sir William Trumbull invited him, by 
Pope s recommendation, to educate her son, whom 
he first instructed at home, and then attended to 
Cambridge The lady afterwards detained him witli 
her as the auditor of her accounts He often wan- 
dered to London, and amused himself with the con- 
versation of his friends 

He died in 1730, at Easthampstead in JJerbshire, 
the seat of Lady Ti umbull and Pope, who had been 
always his friend, honoured him with an epitaph, 
of which he borrowed the two first lines from Cri 
shan r 

Fenton as tall and bulk>, mcUned t6 corpulence, 
which he did not lessen by much exercise, for he was 
very sluggish and sedentary, rose late, and nv hen he 
had risen, sat don n to his books or papers A n oman 
that once nxiited on him in a lodging, told ]nm, as 
she said, that he v\ould “ lie a bed, and be fed with 
a spoon Thw, Iiowe\er, nas not the norst that 
might have been prognosticated for Pope saj s, in 
bis Letters, that “ he died of indolence but liis 
immediate distemper was the gout ; 

Of his morals and his conversation the account is 
uniform he n as 'never named but nitli praise and 
fondness, as a man in the highest degree amnble and 
excellent Such was the character gnen him by the 
earl of OfTcr^ , his pupil , such is the testimony oi 

pope. 
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Pope^ ; and finch weie the suffrages of all who could 
boast oi his acquainlance. 

By a former waiter of his Life a story is told, 
which ought not to be forgotten. He used, m the 
latter part of Ins time, to pay his lelalions in the 
country a yearl}'' vj«.it. At an entertainment made 
for the family by his elder brother, he obseived, that 
one of his sisters, ivho had married unfortunately, 
was absent ; and found, upon eaquir’y, that distress 
had made her thought unwoi thy of invitation As 
she was at no gieat distance, he refused to sit at the 
table till she was called, and, when she had taken 
her place, - was caieful to shew her particular atten- 
tion'. ! ' ' 

His collection of poems is now’^ to be consideied. 
The ode to the Sun is ivntten upon a common plan, 
without uncommon sentiments , but its greatest fault 
is its length. No poem should be long of w Inch the 
purpose is only to stiike the fancy, without enlight- 
jcning the understanding by precept, raliocination, 
ornaiiative. Ablaze first pleases, and then tnes 
the sight < 

Of Florelio it is sufficient to say, that it is an oc- 
casional pastoial, 'which implies something neither 
natuial nor ^artificial, neithei comick noi seiious 
The next ode is iiiegiilar, and therefoie defective. 
As the sentiments aie pious, they cannot easily' be 
new ; foi what can he added to topicks on w Inch suc- 
cessive ages have been employed ' 

Of the Paraphrase on Isaiah nothing very favour- 
able can be said. Sublime 4ind solemn prai^eigains 

f 
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little b} a change to bhnh \eise and the jWrajilirast 
has deserted his original, b} admitting images not 
Asiatich, at least not Jud ucal 

Returning Peace, 

Dove e^ed, and rob d in white — 

Of his pett^ poems some are \ ery triflmg, v, ithout 
axxy thin® to be praised either in tile thou®I)t or ev- 
pression He is unluci y m his comjietitioiis he telh 
the same idle tale with Congreve, and does not tell 
it so well He translates from Otid tlie same epistle 
as Pope but I am afraid not with equal Inppme*? 

To examine his performances one by one would 
be tedious IIis translation from Homer into blank 
verse will find few readers, while another can be had 
m rhyme ’ Tlie piece addressed to Lambarde is no 
disagreeable specimen of epistolary poctr} and his 
ode to the loid Gower was pionounced b) Pope the 
next ode m the Englidi language to Dj ) den s Cecilia 
Fenton may be justly staled an excellent lersihcr 
ni)d a |;ood poet 


Vv IIAI- 
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WHATEVER I have said of Fenton is confiimed 
by Pope in a letter, by winch he communicated to 
Bjroome an account of his death, 

TO 

The Hev'^ Mr. BROOME. 

At Fulham, neai Harleston? 

Nor 

£By Beccles Bag J Suefolke 
SIR, 

I INTENDED to wiite to you on this melan*' 
choly subject, the death of IMi Fenton, before y*'® 
came , but stay’d to have infoi m’d myself and you of 
y® circumstances of it. All I hear is, that he felt a 
Giadual Decay, tho so early in life, & was declining' 
foi 5 01 6 months. It was not, as I apprehended, the 
Gout in his Stomach, but 1 believe lather a Compli- 
cation first of Gloss Humours, as he was naturally 
corpulent, not dischaigmg themselves, as he used no 
sort of Exeicise, No man better boie y® approaches 
of his Dissolution (as I am told) or with less ostentation 
^nelded up his Being. The great Modesty W®^ you 
know was natural to him, and y® great Contempt he 
had for all soi ts of Vanity & Parade, never appeared 
more than in his last moments He had a conscious 
Satisfaction (no doubt) in acting light, m feeling 
himself honest, true, & unpretending to more than 
was his own So he dyed, as he lived, with that 
secret, yet sufficient. Contentment 

As to aii}'^ Papei a left behind him, I dare say thej” 
can be but few , foi this reason, he nevei wrote out 
of Vanity, oi thought much of the Applause of men. 

I know 
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I know an instance where lie did his utmost to con- 
ceal Ins omi merit that wa\ •and if we join to this 
his natural Love of Ease, 1 fancj w e must expect lit- 
tle of tins sort at least I hear of none except some few 
further remarks on Waller (w®** Ins cautious integrity 
made him lea\e an order to be given to Mr Tonson) 
and perhaps, tho’^tismanyyeai^sincelsaw it, alrans- 
lation of)* first Book of Oppian He had begun a 
fraged) of Dion, but made small progress m it 
As to his other AfTiirs, he died pooj, but honest, 
leaving no Debts, or Legacies except of a few p*^ to 
Mr Trumbull and m) Lad), in token of respect. 
Gratefulness, nnd mutual Esteem 

I shall with pleasure take upon me to draw tins 
amnble, quiet, dc'sening, unpietendmg Christian 
and Philosophical clnncter, in His Epitaph Xlicre 
Truth ma) be spoken in a few words as forrioundi, 
& Oratory, A Poetry, I Icaie them to younger and 
more lively Writers, such ns love writing for writing 
sake, & w*^ rather show their own Pine Parts, ) " Re- 
port the valuable ones of my other man So the Eleg) 
I renounce 

I condole with )ou from m) lieart, on the loss of 
so worth) a man, and a fnend to us botli Now he is 
gone, I must tell ) ou he Ins done ) ou man) a good 
office, and set your character in the fairest light to 
some who either mistook )ou, or knew vou not 1 
doubt not he has done the same for me 

Adieu Let us Io\e Ins memoiv, and profit b) Ins 
example I am ver) sincerely 

D^sm i M f 

’ll our affectionate ^ 

leal Sen ant i ' • 

A POPE 


Aye 29,1730 
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J OHN GAYj descended from an old family that 
had been long in possession of the manor of^ Gold- 
worthy in Devonshire, ^^as born in 1 688 , at or near 
Barnstaple, where he ^^as educated by Mr Luck, 
who taught the school of that ton n v ith good repu- 
tation, and, a little before he letired from it, pub- 
lished a volume of Latin and English verses Under 
such a master he was likely to foi m a taste for poetiy. 
Being born without piospect of hei editary riches, he 
was sent to London in his youth, and placed ap- 
prentice to % silk-mei cer. 

How long he continued behind the counter, or 
with what degiee of softness and dexterity he leceived 
and accommodated the Ladies, as he probably took 
no delight in telling it, is not known The repoi I 
IS, that he was soon weary of either the restiamt or 
servility of his occupation, and easily persuaded his 
mastei to di&chaige him. 

* Goldworthj does not appeal in tlie Villare Dr J Holds- 
worthy is piobably meant C. 

The 
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“The dutchess of Monmouth, remarkable for in- 
flexible perseverance in her demand to be treated as 
a princess, m 1712 tookGaj into her service as secre- 
tarj by quitting a shop for such semce he might 
gain leisure, but he certainly adv meed little in the 
boast of independence Of his leisure he made so 
good use, that he published next jear a poem on 
Rural SportSi and inscribed it to Mr Pope, who was 
then rising fast into reputation Pope was pleased 
With the honour and, when he became acquainted 
with Gaj, found such attractions in his inanneis and 
eonversaticm, that he seems to have received him into 
Ins inmost confidence and a fnendship was formed 
between them which lasted to their separation by 
death, without any known abatement on either part 
Gay was the general iavounte of the whole associa- 
tion of wits but the} regarded him as a plaj -fellow 
rather than a partner, and treated him witli more 
fondness than respect 

Next } ear he published The Shepherds ITiel ^ sis 
English pastorals, m which the images are drawn 
from real life, such as it appeals among the rusticks 
m paits of England remote from I ondon Steele, 
m some papers of The Gtiaidtanj had pnised Am- 
brose Pllihps, as the Pastoral writer that j lelded only 
to Theocritus \ irgil, and Spenser Pope who had 
also published pastoraU, not pleased to be ov erlooked, 
drew up a comparison of Ins own compositions with 
those of Philips, in winch lie covertly gave InmSelf 
the preference, while he ^cemed to disown it Not 
content with this, he is supposed to haic incited Gay 
to w'rite The Shepherd s If eeA, to shew that if it be 
lieces<ar} to copj nature with minuteness, rural life 

must “ 
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must be exhibited such as grossness and ignoran(;e’ 
have made it So fai the plan iras leasonable, but 
the-Pastoials aie intioduoed by a Pi acme, wiitteii 
with such imitation as they could obtain of obsolete 
language, and by consequence in a style that was 
never spoken nor wiitten in any age or in any 

But the effect of leality and tiuth became conspi- 
cuous, , even when the intention was to sheiv them 
gioveling ,and degraded , These Pastoials became 
populai, and w’Ore read w'lth delight as just represen- 
tations of 1 ui'al manneis and occupations, by those 
who had-iio inteiest in the iivaliy of the poets, nor 
knowledge of the critical dispute. 

In 1713 he bi ought a comedy called The IVife of 
jPa/A upon the stage, but it leceived no applause: 
he punted it, howevei, and seventeen yeais after, 
having alteied it, and, as he thought, adapted it more 
to the pubhek taste, he offeied it again to the town ; 
but, though he was flushed wuth the success of the 
Beggcn ’s Opel a, had the 11101 tification to see it again 
rejected 

Jn ,the last year of queen Anne’s life, Gaj* was 
made secietary the eail of Clarendon, ambassador 
to the Court of Hanover This w^as a station that 
natuially gave him hopes of kindness fiom eveiy 
part}’’^, but the queen’s death put an end to her fa- 
vours, and he had dedicated his Shepherd's TPeeli to 
Bolingbioke, which Swift considered as the ciime 
that obstructed all kindness fiom the House of Ha- 
nover ' 

* 1 

He did not, however, omit to improve the 1 ight 
which his office had given him to the notice of the 

loyal 
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rdyal family On the arrival of the princess of 
Wnles, he Wote a poem, and ob^ined so much fa- 
\our, that both the'pnnce and princess nent to see 
his hut d ye call it, a kind of mock tragedy, m 
which the images were coraicl , and the action grave 
so that, as Pope relatesp Mr Ciomnell, who could 
not hear what was said, w is at a loss how to reconcile 
the laughter of dlie audience with the solemni^ of 
the «:cene ’ 

Of this performance the value certainl} is but 
little but it was one of the lad y trifles that give 
pleasure by novelt}, and was so much favoured bj 
the audience, that envy appearea against it m the 
form of criticism and Giififin, a pHjer, m conjunc- 
tion, witli Mr Theobald, a mm afteiwards more re- 
markable, pioduced a pamphlet called The Key to 
*lhe If hat dye call tt which, savb Giv, "calls 
" me a blockhead and Mr Popeakuave 
'But Foitune has alwajs been inconstant Not 
long aftenvards (j 717) he endeavoured to entertain 
iheioyvnmiWThrceHmtrsaftc) Man lage acomedy 
written, as there is sufficient reason for believing, bj 
the joint assistance of Pope and Arbuthnot One 
purpose of it was to bring into contempt Dr Wood- 
ward the Fossili&t a man not reall} 01 justlj con- 
temptible It bad the fate wlncli such outrages de- 
serve the «ceneiin which Woodward was diiectly 
and apparentl} ridiculed, by the introduction of a 
Aiummj and a crocodile, disgusted the audience, 
and the performance was driven oft the stage with 
general condemnation ^ 

Gay is^ represented as a man easih mu ed to hope, 
and deepl> depres ed when his hopes were disap- 
pointed 
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pointed. Tins is not the chaiacter of a hero; but 
it may natiiially imply something: more generally 
^velcome, a soft and civil companion. Whoevei is 
apt to hope good fiom others is diligent to please 
them , but he that believes his powers stiong enough 
to foice then own ^^a3', commonly tiies only to 
jilease himself. 

lie had been simjile enough to imagine that those 
who laughed at the TVlmt (V ije call if nouldraisethe 
foitune of its authoi , and, finding nothing done, 
sunk into de|eclion. IIis friends endeaiouied to di- 
vert him The eail of Burlington sent him (1716) 
anlo Devonshire ; the year aftei, Mi. Pulteney took 
him to Aix^ and in the following year lord Hai court 
imnted him to his seat, wlieie, during his visit, the 
two iinal loveis weie killed nith lightning, as is par- 
ticulaily told in Pojie’s letters 

Being now geiieially knoun, he ^mbhshed (1720) 
his Poems by subsciiption vith such success, that he 
laised a thousand pounds, and called his fi lends to 
a consultation, what use might be best made of it. 
Lewis, the stenaid of lord Oxford, advised him to 
mliust it to the funds, and live upon the interest; 
Aibuthnot bade him to mliust it to Piovidence, and 
live upon the principal , Pope directed him, and 
V as seconded by Swift, to purchase an annuity. 

Gay in that disastious j'enr*^ had a piesent from 
young Ciaggs of some South-sea stock, and once 
supposed himself to be inastei of twenty thousand 
pounds Ills fi lends persuaded him to sell his shaie: 
but he dieamed of dignity and splendour, and could 
not bear to obsiti uct his own foi tune He was then 

Spence.^ 
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importuned to Bell as much as svould purcliase an 
hundred a jear for life, “winch, says Fenton, 
“ mil make you sure of a clean shirt and a shoulder. 
“ of mutton ever} day This counsel was i ejected 
the profit and principal were lost, and Gay sunk 
under the calamity so low that his life became in 
danger 

By the care of his friends, among whom Pope ap- 
pears to hate shewn particular tenderness, his Iiealth 
was restored , and, returning to Ins studies, he wrote 
a tragedy called The Captnes, whii.li he was invited 
to read before the princess of Wales When the 
hour came, he saw the princess and her ladies all m 
expectation, and advancing with reverence, too great 
for any other attention, stumbled at a stool, and fall 
ing fonvards threw down a weighty Japan screen 
Tlie princess started, the ladies screamed, and poor 
Gay, after all the distuibance, was still to read his 
play 

The fate of The Captnes^ \\hicli was acted at 
Drury-Lane in 1723 4, I know not* but he now 
thought himself in fa\our, and unrieitook (172O) to 
writea voJume of Fables for the impro\Lment of the 
young duke of Cumbeiland For this he 15 said to 
have been promised a reward, which iie liad doubt- 
less magnified with all the wild expectations of mdi 
gence end vanity 

Next year tilt prince and pimcess became I mg 
and queen, and Gay was do be great and happy but 
upon the settlementof the household he found himself 

* It 'vas acted se^en nights The Authors third night \saa 
by command of their lioyal Highno-ses R 

VoxX R ap 
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appointed gentleman usliei to the princess Louisa. 
33y this offei he thought himself insulted^ and sent 
a, message to the queen, that he was too old for the 
place Thei e seem to have been many machinations 
employed afterwaids m his favoui , and diligent 
eouit was paid to Mis Howaid, afterwards Countess 
of Suffolk, who nas much beloved by the king and 
queen, to engage her inteiest for his promotion; 
but solicitations, verses, and flatteiies, neie thionn 
away , the lady heaid them, and did nothing 

All the jiain which lie suffered fiom the neglect, 
or, as he peihaps teimcd it, the mgiatitude of the 
court, may be supposed to have been driven away by 
the unexampled success of The Beggar's Opera, 
This pla}^ written in iidicule of the musical Italian 
Llama, was fiist offei ed to Cibber and his brethren 
at Liuiy-Lane, and rejected, it being then carried 
to Rich, had the effect, as was ludiciously said, of 
mahvg Gay ? ich, and Rich gap. 

Of this luck 3 '' piece, as the leader cannot but wish 
to know the oi iginal and progress, I have inserted the 
relation which Spence has given m Pope’s vvoids 
“ Li Swift had been obseiving once to Mr Ga)^, 
what an odd piett}'' soit of a thing a Newgate Pas- 
“ toral might make Gay w as inclined to try at sucK 
a thing foi some time, but afteiwaids thought it 
would be better to write a comedy on the same 
“ plan This was what gave rise to The Beggar’s 
Opera. He began on it ; and when fiist he men-- 
“ tioned it to Swift, the Doctor did not mucih like 
the project As he earned it on, he shewed what 
he wrote to both of us, and we now and then 
gave a collection, or a word or two of advice; 

« but 
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“ but it was wholly of his own writing — ^\Vhen it 
“ was done, neither of us thought it would succeed 
" We shewed it to Congreve , who, aft6r reading it 
"over, said, it would either take greatl}, or be 
" damnevl confoundedly — \Ve were all, at the first 
" night of it, in great uncertainty of the event , till 
" we were very much encouraged by overliearing 
" the duke of Arg^le, who «at in the next box to us, 
" saj , " It wall do — it must do * I see it in the ejcs 
“ of them This was a good while before the first 
" act was over, and so gave us ease soon for that 
duke (besides his own good taste) has a particular 
"knack, as any one now living, m discovering the 
" taste of the publick Ht was quite right in tins, 
" as usual the good nature of the audience appeared 
"stronger and stronger every act, and ended m a 
" clamour of applause 

Its reception is thus recorded m the notes to tlie 
Dunciad 

“ This piece was received with greater applause 
than was ever known Besides being acted m 
" London three d i}s without interruption, and 
" renewed the next season with equal applause, iL 
"spread into i}} the git it ton ns of Lnghnd 
" plajed in manv plact« to the thirtieth and fortieth 
" tune at Bath and Bristol hftj, &c It made its 
" progre'^s into Scotlmd, and Ireland, where 

" it vas pertonntd twenty four days successively 
" Iht ladies earned about with them the favourite 
souf s of it in fans, and houses were furni^shed 
" witn It in screens The f-’me of it was notcon- 
" fined to the author only The person who acted 
K 2 "Pollj, 
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Polly, till then obscure, became all at once the fa- 
^^vomite of the town; her pictuies "vvere engiaved, 
and sold m gieat niimbeis, hei Life -nritten, 
books of letteis and teises to her published, and 
pamphlets made even of her sayings and jests. 
Fmtheimoie, it diove out of England (foi that 
season) tlie Italian Opera, which had carried all 
“ befoie it for ten yeais.” 

Of tins peiformancc, when it tv as printed, tlie 
reception was different, accoiding to the different 
opinion of its reader'^. Swift commended it foi the 
^ixcellence of its moiaht}', as a piece that “ placed 
all kinds of vice in the stiongest and most odious 
light but othei s, and among them Dr. Herring, 
afteiwaids aichbishop of Canteibuiy, censuied'it as 
giving encouiagement not only to vice but to crimes, 
by making a highwayman the heio, and dismissing 
‘him at last unpunished. It has been even said, that, 
after the exhibition of The Beggai'^s Opeia, the 
gangs of lobbeis weie evidently multiplied 

Both these decisions are suiely exaggerated. The 
\ play, like many others, was plainly wiitten only to 
diveit, without any moral puipose, and is therefore 
jtiot likely to do good , nor can it be conceived, vv itli- 
out more speculation than life requires oi admits, to 
be pioductive of much evil. Highwa3’^men and 
house-bieakers seldom fiequent the play-house, oi* 
mingle in any elegant diversion , nor is it possible 
for any one to imagine that he may lob with 
"safety, because he sees Macheath reprieved upon 
the stage. 


This 
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Tlus objection, hon e\ er, or some other rather poli- 
tical than moral, obUined such prev alence, that n hen 
Gaj produced a second part under the name of Polly, 
it was prohibited by the Lord Chamberlain and lie 
was forced to lecompense Ins repulse bj a subscrip- 
tion, which IS said to have been so liberally bestowed, 
that avhat he called oppression ended m jirolit The 
publication was so much faiourcd, that though the 
first part gamed him four hundred pounds, near 
thrice as much was the profit of the second* 

He received jet another recompence for this sup 
posed hardship, in the affectionate attention of the 
duke and dutchess of Queensberrj , into w hose house 
he was taken and with whom he passed the remain- 
ing part of his life The duke, consideimg his 
want of oeconomj , undertook the management of Ins 
money, and gave it to him as he wanted it-j But it 
IS supposed that the discountenance of the Court sunk 
deep into his heart, and gave him more discontent 
than the applauses or tenderness of his fnends could 
overpower He soon fell into Ins old distemper, an 
habitual colick, and languished, though with many 
intervals of ease and cheerfulness, till a violent fit 
at last seized him, and hurried him to the grave, as 
Arbuthnot reported, with more precipitance than he 
had ever known He died on the fouith of Decem- 
ber, 1733, and was buried m Westminster \bbej 
The tetter, which brought an account of his death to 
Swift, was laid bj for some d ijs unopened, because 
when he received it he vvii. imprest with the precoit- 
seption of some mi foi tune 
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After his death, wa'' published a second \ohimc‘ of 
Fables, ivoie politieal than the foimet. Ills opera of 
Achilles nas acted, and llic piofits nere given to two 
widow' sistcis, who inliei ited what lie left, as Ins law- 
ful hens, foi he died without a will, though he had 
gatheied^ three thoiwand jiounds. Tliiie have ap- 
pealed likewise under his name a corned) ralkd The 
DiAresf Ihljc, and The llcheinsnl ai Gothiinu a 
piece of huinoui 

The chaiaclei given him In Pope is this, that 
he was a natuial man, without design wiio spoke 
“ what he thought, and just as he thought it and 
that “ he w-as of a timid tempei, and f arful of gn mg 
‘‘ oiience to the great,” winch cannon, howcvei, 
.pays Pope, was of no avail 

As a poet, he cannot he iat(d very high He was 
as I once heaid a female cntick remark, “ of a 
lower ordei ” lie had not in any gieat degree die 
inGJis d/vmior, the dignity of genius Much hov.cver 
must be allow'cd to the auliioi of a ntv\ species of 
composition, though it he not of the Inglicst kind. 
We owe to Gay the Ballad Opeia , a mode ofcoinody 
w'lnch at hrst was sup}MJsed to delight only b) its 
novelty, but has now by the expei lenceof half a cen- 
tury been found so well accommodated to tlie diHio- 
sition of a popular audience, tliat it is likely to kt cp 
long possession of the stage Vv hether Ibis new di area 
was the product c‘f judgment oi of luck, llie juaisc 
of it must be giv^en to tlje invcntoi , and theie 
are many wnteis lead with moie leveience, to 
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whom such merit of originMity c'lnnot be attri- 
buted 

His first performance, the Itwat S/} 0 ) fSj is such 
as was easily planned and executed it is ne\er con- 
temptible, nor e\er excellent J/ie Tim is one of 
tho«e mythological fictions winch antiquity delncrs 
read) to the hand, but which, like otlier things that 
he open to everj onesu^^e, are of little \alue The 
attention naturally retnes from a new talc of Venus, 
Diana, and Minerva 

His fables seem to Inve been a fa%outite work, 
for, having published one aolume, be left another 
behind him Of tins kind of Tables, the authors 
do not appear to ha\e formed an} distinct or set- 
tled notion Phaedrus evidently confounds them 
with Tahs , and Gay both with Ta/es and Allegot icat 
Prosopopoeias A Fahle, or Apolo^nCy such as is now 
under consideration, ^eems to be, m its genuine 
state, a narrative m which beings irrational, and 
sometimes inanimate, ai boi a loqnuutm , 770» tantum 
fercc, are, for the purpose of moral instruction, 
feigned to act and speak with human interests and 
passions To this description the compositions of 
Gay do not aluays conform Tor a 1 able he gi\cs 
now and then a Tale, or an abstracted Allegor} 
and from some, by whatever name they ma} be 
called, it will be difficult to extract any moral prin- 
ciple The} are, however, told with liveliness the 
versification is smooth and the diction, though now - 
and then a httle constrained by the measure or th$ 
fhyme, is generally happy 


To 
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To Trivia may be allowed all that it claims ; it is 
spiightly^ various, and pleasant. The subject is of 
that kind which Gay was by natui e qualified to adorn ; 
yet some of his decoiations may be justly ivished 
away An honest blacksmith might have done for 
Patty what is pei foi med by V ulcan The appeal ance 
of Cloacina is nauseous and superfluous ; a shoe-boy 
could have been jiioduced by the casual cohabitation 
of mere moitals Hoiace's lule is bioken in both 
cases , theie is no dignvs vmdice nodus, no difficulty 
that leouiied any supernatinal intei position. A pat- 
ten may be made by the hammei of a moital ; and a 
bastaid may be dropped by a human strumpet. On 
great occasions, and on small, the mind is lepelled 
by useless and apparent falsehood. 

Of hia. little Poems the jiubhck judgment seems to 
be light , they are neither much esteemed, nor totally 
despised The stoiy of the Apparition is borrowed 
fiom one of the tales of Poggio. Those that please 
least are the pieces to which Gulliver gave occasion ; 
for who can much delight in the echo of an unnatu- 
ral fiction? 

Dione is a counterpart to Amynta, and Pastor 
Fido, and othei tiifles of the same kind, easily imi- 
tated, and unwoitby of imitation. What the Italians 
call comedies from a happy conclusion, Gay calls a 
tragedy fi om a mournful event , hut the style of the 
Italians and of Gay is equally tiagical. There is 
something in the poetical Arcadia so remote fipm 
known leahty and speculative possibility, that we can 
nevei support its lepiesentation through along work. 
A Pastoral of an hundred lines may be endured; but 

who 
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uho will hear of sheep and goats, and myrtle boners 
and iJurhng rivulets, through five acts ? Such scenes 
plea«e Barbarians in the dawn of liteinture, and chil- 
dren in the dawn of hfe but will be foi the most 
part thrown iwaj, as men grow vvise^ and nations 
grow learned 


GRAN- 



i 250 ) 


G R A N V 1 1. T. ll. 


Of GEORGE GRANVILLE, or, as others write, 
Gjepnville, or Grenville, afteivvaids lord Lands- 
down of Bidefoid in the county of Devon, less is 
known than his name and high rank might give 
reason to expect. He was born about 1667, the son 
of Bernard Gieenville, who was entiusted by Monk 
with the most private transactions of the Restoration, 
and the Grandson of Sir Bevil Greenville, who died 
in the King’s cause, at the battle of Lansdowne 
His early education was superintended by Sir 
William Ellis , and his progi ess was such, that be- 
fore the age of twelve he w'as sent to Cambridge'^, 
wheie he pronounced a copy of his own verses to 
the princess Maiy d’Este of Modena, then dutchess 
of Yoik, when she visited the umveisity. 

To Tiimty College^ By the unueisity legister it appears 
that he was admitted to his Mastei’s degiee in 1679 , mc must, 
theiefoie, set the year of Ins buth some years back. H 

At 
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At tlie accession of king Jameb being now at 
eighteen, lie again exerted liis poetical powers, and 
addressed the new monaich in three short pieces, of 
which the first is profane, and the two others such as 
a bo} might be expected to produce but he was 
commended by old Waller, who perhaps was pleased 
to find himself imitated in six lines, ninth, though 
they begin with nonsense and end 'vith dulne^s, 
excited in the }'Oimg author a rapture of acknow- 
ledgement, 

In numbers such as Waller s self might use 

It wa-! probably about this time til'll he wrote the 
poem to the earl of Peterborough, upon his accom» 
plishment of the duke of \orks m'lrrnge with the 
princess of Modena, whose charm» appear to have 
gamed a stiong prevalence over his imagination, and 
upon whom nothing ever has been charged but im- 
prudent piety, an intemperate and misguided zeal 
for the propagation of Popery 

However faithful Granville might have been to the 
King, or however enamoured of the Queen, he has 
left no reason for supposing that he approved either 
the artifices or the violence with winch the Kings 
religion was insinuated or obtruded He endea- 
voured to be true at once to the King and to the 
Church 

Ok tins regulated lo}'aIty he has transmitted to 
postentj a sufiicient proof, in the letter which he 
wrote to his Lther about a month before the prince 
of Orange landed 


^ j\Iar, 
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Mar, neai Eoncabtei, Oct. 6, KdSS^ 
To the honouiable Mr Barnaid Granville^ at the 
“ Eail of Bathe’s, St. James’s. 

“ Sir, 

" Your having no prospect of obtaining a coin- 
mission foi me, can no way alter or cool my desire 
at this impoitant junctme to ventuie my life, m 
some manner .or othei, for my King and my 
Countiy. 

I cannot beai living under the lepioach of lying 
“ obscuie and idle in a counti}’- retuement, when 
every man who has the least sense of honour should 
be pieparmg for the field 

‘‘ You may remember, Sir, with what reluctance 
I submitted to youi commands upon Monmouth’s 
" rebellion, when no impoitumty could pievail with 
you to permit me to leave the Academy * I was 
too young to be hazai ded , but, give me leave to 
say, it IS glorious'at any age to die foi one’s coun- 
tiy ; and the sooner, the nobler the saciifice. 

“ I am now older by three years. My uncle Bathe 
was not so old when he was left among the slam at 
the battle of Newbuiy , nor you yourself, Sir, 
when you made youi escape fiom your tutoi’s, to 
join your bi othei at the defence of Scilly. 

The same cause has now come lound about 
“ again The King has been misled, let those who have 
misled him be answerable foi it. Nobod}^ can denj^' 
but he is sacred in his own person , and it is every 
honest' man's duty to defend it 
“ You aie pleased to say, it is yet doubtful if the 
Hollandeis aie rash enough to make such an at- 
tempt, but, be that as it will, I beg leave to in- 

sisi 



2a: 


GBAN^*ILLE 

“ sist upon it, tint I may lie presented to Ins 5 It 
“ jesty, as one nhose utmost ambition it is to devote 
“ his life to Ills service, and my country •>, after the 
“ example of all my ancestors 

“ The gcntrj assembled at York, to agree upoti 
“ the choice of representatives for tlie countj, have 
“ prepared an address, to assure Ills Ma)esty they 
“ are ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes for 
“ him upon this and all other occasions but at the 
“ same time tliej humbly beseceh him to give them 
“ such magistrates as may be agreeable to the laws 
of the land for, at present, there is no authority 
“ to vvliich the^ can legally submit 

“They have been boating up for volunteers at 
“ 1 orh, and the ton ns adjacent, to sujiply the regi 
“ ments at Hull but nobody will list 

“ By what 1 can hear, everj bodj wishes well to 
“ t]ie King but they would be glad his ministers 
“ were hanged 

“ The n iiids continue so contrary, that no landing 
“can be so soon as was apprehended therefore I 
“ maj hope, with } our leave and assistance, to be in 
“ readiness before anj action can begin I beseech 
“you. Sir, most humbly and most cainestfy to add 
“ this one act of indulgence more to so many other 
“ testimonies which I have constantlj received of 
“ your goodness and be pleased to believe me al- 
“ wajs, witli the utmost dulj and submission. Sir, 

“ Your most dutiful son, 

“ and most obedient servant, 

“ GfO GbaNV ILLk 

Through 
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'I’lirough the whole leign ,of king William he is 
sup]}osed to have lived m literary retnenient, and 
''indeed had for some tune few othei pleasures but 
those of study in his power. He was, as the bio- 
graphers obsei ve, the younger son of a youngei bro- 
ther, a denomination by which our ancestois pio- 
verbially expressed the lowest state of penury and 
dependence He is said, howevei , to have preser^^ed 
himself at this time fiom disgrace and difficulties 
by oeconomy, which he foigot or neglected m life 
more advanced, and m bettei foi tune. 

About this time he became enamouied of the 
countess of Newbuigh, whom he has celebrated with 
so much aidour by the name of Mna. He wiote 
verses to her befoie he was thlee-and-t\^enty, and 
may be foi given if he legaided the face more than 
the mind. Poets are sometimes in too much haste 
to praise. 

In the time of his letiiement it is piobable that 
lie composed Ins dramatick pieces. The She Gallants 
(acted 1696), which he levised, and called Once a 
Lover, and aliiayf, a Lover , The Jew of F" mice, al- 
tered fiom Shdkspeare’s Merch,ant of Venice (169S) ; 
Heroick Love, a tiagedy (1701) , The Bi'itisk En- 
chanters (1706), a diamatick poem , and Peleus 
and Thetis, a masque, wiitten to accompany Ihe 
.Jew of Venice. 

The comedies, which he has not jirmted in his 
own edition of his woiks, I never saw , Once a Lover, 
and always a Lover, is said to be in a great degree 
indecent and gross. Gianville could not admire with- 
out bigotiy ; he copied the wiong as well as the right 

fiom 




GKANVILLE 255 

from his masters^ and may be supposed td have 
learned obscenity from Wycherley, as he learned 
mythology from Waller 

In his Jew of Venice^ as Rowe remarks, the cha- 
racter of ShylocK IS made comick, and we are 
prompted to laughter instead of detestation ^ 

It is evident that Heroick lj)ve was written, and 
presented on the stage, before the death of Diyden 
It IS a mythologies tragedy, upon the love of Aga- 
memnon and Chrjseis, and therefore easily sunk 
into neglect, though praised m verse by Dryden, and 
in pro‘=e by Pope j ' 

It is concluded by the wise Ulysses with this 
speech i 

ft i ^ 

Fate holds the trings, and men like children move 
But as the} re led , success is from above ^ 

' At the accession of queen Anne, having his for- 
tune improved by bequests from his father, and his 
Uncle the carl of Bath, lie was chosen into Par- 
liament for Fowe) He soon after engaged in a 
joint translation of the Invectives against Philips 
With a design, surely weak and i puerile, of turn- 
ing the thunder of Demosthenes upon the head of 
Lewi« 

He afterwards (m 1706) had liis estate again aug- 
mented by an inheritance from Ins elder brother, 
feir Bevil Granville, who, as he returned from the 
government of Barbadoes, died at sea He conti- 
nued to seive in Parliament, and in the ninth vear' 
of queen Anne was cho«en kmght of the shire for 
Cornwall 


At 
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At the memoiable change of the ministry (1710)^ 
he was made secietary at Atar^ in tha place of Mr. 
RobeiM Walpole. 

Next year, when the violence of party made twelve 
peers m a day, Mr. Granville became Lord Lands- 
down Baron Bideford, by a promotion justly re- 
marked to be not invidious, because he was the heir 
ef a family in which two peerages, that of the eail 
of Bath and loid Granville of Potheiidge, had lately 
become extinct. Being now high m the Queen’s fa- 
vour, he (1712) was appointed compti oiler of the 
household, and a pi ivy counsellor ; and to his other 
hon«s'ir« was added the dedication of Pope’s IVind^or 
Forest He was advanced nextyeai to be treasuier 
of the household. 

Of these favours he soon lost all btit his title ; for 
at the accession of king Geoige his place was given 
to the eai 1 of Cholmondeley, and he was pei secuted 
with the lest of his paity. Having protested against 
the bill for attainting Ormond and Bohngbroke. he 
was, after the insuriection m Scotland, seized Sept, 
26^ 1715, as a suspected man, and confined in tlie 
Tower till Feb 8, 17 1 7, when he' was at last released, 
and lestored to his seat in parliament ; wheie (1719) 
he made a very aident and animated speech against 
the repeal of the Bill to prevent Occasional Con- 
foimity, which, howevei, though it was then printed, 
he has not nisei ted into his woiks. ^ 

Some time afterwaids (about 1722), being perhaps 
embanassed by his piofusion, he went into foieign 
countiies, with the usual pretence of lecoveiing his 
health In this state of leisuie and letiiement, he le- 
ceived the first volume of Burnet’s histoiys, of which 

' he 



GRANVILL'E’ 


25 ? 

lie cannot be supposed to have approved' the general 
tendency, and where he thought himself able to de- 
tect some particular falsehoods Heitherefore un- 
dertook the vindication of general Monk from some 
calumnies of Dr Burnet, and some misrepresen- 
tations of Mr Echard This was answered civilly 
by Mr Thomas Burnet and Oldmixon and more 
roughly by Dr Colbatch 

His other historical performance is a defence of 
his relation Sir Richard Greenville, whom lord Cla- 
rendon has shewn m a form very unamnble So 
much IS urged in this apology to justif} many ac- 
tions that have been represented as culpable, and to 
palliate the rest, that the reader is reconciled for the 
greater part , and it is made very probable that Cla- 
rendon was by personal enmity disposed to think the 
worst of Greenville, as Greenville was also ver} will- 
ing to think the worst of Clarendon These pieces 
were published at his return to England 

Being now desirous to conclude his labours, and 
enjoy Ins reputation, he published (1732) a very 
beautiful and splendid edition of his works, in which 
he omitted what he disapproved, and enlarged what 
seemed deficient 

He now went to Court, and was kindly received 
by queen Caroline , to whom and to the princess 
Anne he presented his works, with verses on the 
blank leaves, with which he concluded his poetical 
labours 

He died in Hanover square, Jan 30, 17S5, having 
a few da^s before buried his wife, the ladj Anne 
Villiers, widow to Mr*Thynne, by whom he had 
four daughters, but no son 

VoL X S 


Writers 
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Wiitei'j commonl}' deiive flidi rfpiitrition from 
their woil^'j ; but ihcre me works ufnoh owe their 
icputation lo the clmi.icter of the v. i iter. The jinb- 
Jick sometime^ has fa\ount(s, uljom it reu.nds 
foi one sjiecies of eKcellenec witli the honour'' due 
to anotlier. Fioin Inin whom we leieKuiee for Ins 
beneficence we do not willingly witliliold the piai^c 
of genius; a man of oxallcd incut lieroine-' at onre 
an accomplished w liter, as a beau t}* finds no gr^at 
difficulty in passing for a wit 

Gianvillc was a man illustrious •b^ Ins bnth, and 
theiefore atti acted notice , since he is by stvied 
“ the polite,” he must be sujipopcd elegant in his 
manneis, and general I3’ loved , he was in times ot 
contest and turbulence steady' to Ins pait}, and ob- 
tained that esteem w'hich is ahvays confened upon 
firmness and consistency. With those advantages, 
having learned the art of veisifving, he declared 
himself a poet; and his claim to the lauiel was 
allow^ed. 

But by a critick of a later generation, who takes 
up his book without any faiourable picjudices, the 
piaise ahead}' leceived will be thought sufficient 
for his woiks do not shew him to have had much 
comprehension fiom natuie, 01 illumination fiom 
learning. He seems to have had no ambition above 
the imitation of Waller, of whom he has copied the 
faults, and very little moie. He is for evei amusing 
himself with the pueiihties of mythology , his King 
is^upiter, wffio, if the Queen bungs no children, 
has a baireii Juno. The Queen is compounded of 
Juno, Venus, and Mineiva. His poem on the 
dutchess of Giafton’s law-suit, after having rattled a 


GKA^VILVS 239 

iVliiIfe nitli ‘J^no^ind Pallas, Mard Albides, Ca^- 
sioj)^ Niote, and the Prdpetides, ilerchle3, jMmos, 
and'itbadami'hthusj at last concihdes its fony^\\i£h 
profaneiies^’ ’* * ‘ 

“His verses to lVIira,‘t\bich ai*e itiost frequently 
meniibned, have little m them of eithef att 6h nature, 
of the sentiments of a lover, or the language ot d 
poet there may be found, now'tmd then, a happier 
effort , but they are commonly feeble and unaffect 
ing, or forced and extravagant 

His little pieces are seldom either sprightl} or 
elegant, either keen or weighty They are trifles 
written by idleness, and pubhslied by vanitj But 
Ins Piologues and Epilogues have a just claim to 
praise 

The Progress of Beauty seems one of his most 
elaborate pieces, and is not deficient m splendour and 
gaiety but the merit of original thought is n anting 
Its highest praise is the spirit \v itli ivhich he celebrates 
king James s consort, when she n as a queen no longer 
The Essay on unnatural Flights tn Poeti y vs not 
inelegant nor injudicious, and has something of vi- 
gour beyond most of his other peiformances his 
precepts are just, and Ills cautions proper they are 
indeed not new, but in a didactic poem novelty is to 
be expected only in the ornaments and illustrations 
His poetical precepts are accompanied with agreeable 
and instructive notes 

The Masque of Peleus and Thehs has here and 
theie a pretty line but it is not always melodious, 
and the conclusion is wretched 

In his British Enchanters he has bidden defiance 
to all chr^ology, by confounding the incon'istent 
s 2 manners 
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manneis of different ages : but the dialogue has crften 
the air of Dryden’s i by ming plays ; and his songs 
are lively, though not very conect. This is, I think, 
far the best of his works ; for, if it has many faults, 
it has likewise passages which are at least pretty, 
though they do not rise to any high degree of ex- 
cellence. 


YALDEN. 
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Thomas YALDEN, the sixtli son of Mr John 
Yalden, of Sussex, was bom m tlie city of Exeter 
m 1571 Having been educated m the grammar- 
school belonging to Magdalen College m Oxford, 
he was in IG90, at the age of nineteen, admitted 
commoner of Magdalen Hall, under the tuition of 
Josiah Pullen, a man whose name is stiU remem- 
bered in the University He became next year one 
of the scholars of Magdalen College, where he was 
distinguished by a lucky accident 

It was his turn, one day, to pronounce n decla- 
mation and Dr Hough, the president, Inppemng 
to attend, thought the composition too good to be 
the speakers Some time after, the doctor finding 
him a little irregularty busy m the library, set him 
an exercise for punishment and, tint he might not 
be deceived by any artifice, locked the door ^Yal- 
deii, as It happened, had been Htely reading on the 
subject given, and produced with little difficulty a 
composition which so pleased the president, that he 

told 
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told him his foinier suspicions, and promised to fa- 
vour him. 

Among his contemporaries m the college were 
Addison and Sacheveiell, men who were m those 
times fiiends, and who both adopted A'alden to their 
intimacy. Yalden continued, thioughout his life, 
to think as probably he thought at first, yet did not; 
forfeit the fnendship of Addison. 

When Namur was taken by king William, Yal- 
den made an ode. Theie never was any reign more 
celebrated by the poets than that of William, who 
had veiy little legard for song himself, but hap-t 
pened to employ ministers who pleased themselves 
with the praise of pationage. 

Of this ode mention is made in a humorous 
poem of that time, calle4 The Oxfoi d Laureaf ; in 
which, after many claims had been made and re- 
jected, Yalden is repiesented as demanding the lauiel, 
and as being called to his trial, instead of leceivmg 
a reward. 

His criine was foi being a felon in verse, 

And piesentmg his theft to the king. 

The first was a tuck not uncommon or scarce, 

But the last was an impudent thing 
Yet what he has stol’n was so little woilh stealing, 
They forgave him the damage and cost , 

]Had he la’en the whole ode, as he took it piece- 
mealmg, 

They had fin’d him but ten-pence at most 

The poet whom he was charged with robbing was 
Congreve. > 

He wrote another poem on the death of the duke 
of Gloucester. 


In 
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In. ITOOf he became fellQW of the college and 
nevtjeafi ^ntewtig into Orders,} was presented by 
the ^society with a Jiving ih Wi^twickshire^iCon- 
sistent witli the fellowship, and chosen lecturer of 
moral philosophyj'a very honourable office 
On the aceession of queen Anne he wrote^another 
poem , and is Said, by the author of the BtograpJiia, 
to have declared him«elf ofjthe party who had the 
honourable distinction of High-churchmen > > 

In 1706 hfc was received into the family of the 
duke of Beaufort Next year he became doctor in* 
divinity, and soon after resigned Ins fellowship and 
lecture and, as a token of his gratitude, gave the 
college a picture of their founder 

He made rector of Chalton and Cleanville -j-, 
two adjoining towns and benefices in Hertfordshire, 
land had the prebends, or sinecures, of Deans, Hams, 
and Pendles, in Devonshire He had before :j; been 
cho«en, in Id^S, preacher of Bridewell Hospital, 
upon the resignation of Dr Atterbury ^ 

From this time he seems to have led a quiet and 
inoffensive life, till the clamour was raised about 
Atterbury s plot Every loyal eye was on the w atch 
for abettors or partakers of the horrid conspiracy 
and Dr Yalden, having some acquaintance with the 
bishop, and being familiarly conversant with Kelly 
his secretarj, fell under suspicion, and was tal en 
into custody 

* TlicMcarage of Willoughby which he resigned m I 70 S 
-t This preferment was gi^en him by the dukeof Beaufort N 
i Not long after 

^ Dr Attcrbui^ retamed the oifice of preacher at Bndeuell 
till hib promotion to the Bishopnck of Rochester Dr Yaldtw 
succeeded him as preacher m June 1713 N 

Upon 



Y A L D E N. 


Z64 

Upon bis examination be was charged with a dan- 
geious coirespondence with Kelly. The correspond- 
ence he acknowledged ; but maintained that it had 
no treasonable tendency. His papers were seized ; 
but nothing was found that could fix a crime upon 
him, except two woids in his pocket-book, thoroKgh- 
paced doctrine This expression the imagination of 
his exailimers had impiegnated with treason, and 
the doctor was enjoined to explain. Thus pressed, 
be told them that the w'ords had lain unheeded in 
his pocket-book from the time of queen Anne, and 
that he was ashamed to give an account of them ; but 
the truth was, that he had gratified his curiosity one 
day, by heaiing Daniel Bui'gess m the pulpit, and 
those words were a memoi lal hint of a remarkable 
sentence by which he warned his congregation to 
beware of ” thoi ough-paced doctrine, “ that doc- 
trine which, coming m at one ear, paces through 
the head, and goes out at the other.” 

Nothing worse than this appearing in his j^apers, 
and no evidence arising against him, he was set at 
libeity. 

It will not be supposed that a man of his charac- 
ter attained high dignities m the Church , but he still 
retained the fi lendship, and frequented the conver- 
sation, of a very numerous and splendid set of ac- 
quaintance He died July ifi, 173fi, in the fifith 
year of his age 

Of his poems, many are of that irregular kind, 
which, when he formed his poetical charactei, was 
supposed to be Pmdarick.' Having fixed his atten- ' 
tion on Cowley as a model, he has attempted m some 
sort to rival him, and has vmtten a Hymn to Dark- 
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ness, evi3ently as a counter-part to Colley & Hymn 
to Light ' 

This hymn seems to be his best performance, and 
IS, for the most part, imagined with great vigour, 
and expressed with great propriety I mil not tran- 
scribe it The seven fiist stanzas are good but the 
third, fourth, and seventh, are the best the eighth 
‘5eems to involve a contradiction the tenth is exqui- 
sitely beautiful the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif- 
teenth, aie partly m 3 rthological, and partly reli- 
gious, and therefore not suitable to each other , 
he might better have made tlie whole merely philo- 
sophical 

There are two stanzas in this poem where Yalden 
may be suspected, though hardly convicted, of ha- 
ving consulted the Hymmts ad Umhram of fFoiie- 
rus, in the sixth stanza, which answers m some sort 
to these lines 

Ilia suo prseest nocturnis iiumine saens 
Perque vias errare novis dat spectra figuns, 

Manesque excitos medios ululare p^'r agros 
Sub noctem, et questu notes complere penatc'; 

And again, at the conclusion 
Ilia suo senium secludit corpore toto 
Haud numerans jugi fugientia secula lapiU 
Ergo ubi postremum mundi compage boluta 
Hanc rerum molem suprema absumpsent hora 
Ipsa leves cincres nube amplectetur opaca, 

Et pnsco imperio rursus doaiinabitur umbpa 

His Hymn to Light is not equal to the other He 
seems to think that there is an East absolute and 
positne where the Morning n^es 


In 
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In the last stanza, having mentioned the sudden 
eruption of new-created Light, he says. 

Awhile th’ Almighty wond’iing stood. 

He ought to have remembered that Infinite Know- 
ledge can never wonder. All wonder is the effect of 
novelty upon ignorance. 

Of his other poems it is sufficient to say, that they 
deserve peiusal, though they are not always exactly 
polished, though the rhymes are sometimes veiy ill 
sorted, and though his faults seem rather the omis- 
sions of idleness than the negligences of enthusiasm. 


tickell. 
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Thomas TICIvELL, the son of tlie rex crenel 
Richard Tickell, v.'is born m lG8d at Bndckirk, in 
Cumberland and m Apnl I701 became a mem- 
ber of Queens college m OKford m 170S he was 
made lllaster of Arts and, tno^ears afterwaids, nas 
chosen Fellow, for which, as he did not compi} 
with the statutes by taking Orders, he obtained a 
dispensation from the Crown He lield his Fellow- 
ship till l7J2t), and then aacated it, by marrying, m 
that year, at Dublin 

Tickell nas not one of tliose scholars who weir 
away their lives in closets he entered carl} into the 
world, and was long busy in pubhek aflairs in 
avhich he was initiated under the pitronage of Addi- 
son, whose notice he is said to have gained by his 
verses m praise of Rosamond 

To those verses it would not have beenjust to deny 
regard for they contain some of the most elegant 
encomiastick strains and, among the innumerible 
poems of the same kind, it will be hard to find one 

with 
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with which they need to fear a comparison. It may 
deserve observation^ that, when Pope wrote long af- 
terwards in praise of Ad(iison, he has copied, at least 
has resembled, Tickell. 

I 

Let joy salute fair Rosamonda’s shade, 

And wreaths of mj'rtle crown the lovely maid 
While now perhaps with Dido’s ghost she roves. 
And heais and tells the story of their loves, 

Alike they mouin, alike they bless their fate, 

Since Love, which made them wretched, made them 
great 

Nor longer that relentless doom bemoan. 

Which gain’d a Virgil and an Addison 

Tickell 

*1 hen future ages with delight shall see 
How Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s, looks agree, 

, Or in fair series laurel’d bards be shown, 

A Virgil there, and here an Addison Pope 

He produced another piece of the same kind at 
the appearance of Cato, with equal skill, but not 
equal happiness. 

When the ministers of queen Anne were nego- 
tiating with France, Tickell published The Prospect 
of Peace, a poem, of which the tendency was to re- 
claim the nation from the piide of conquest to the 
pleasuies of tranquillity. How far Tickell, whom 
Swift afterwards mentioned as JVhiggisshnus, had 
then connected himself with any party, I know not , 

/ this poem certainly did not flatter the practices, or 
promote the opinions, of the men by whom he was 
aftei wards befriended 

Mr Addison, however he hated the men then in 
power, suffered his fiiendship to prevail over his 

publick 
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public spirit) nnd give m tlie Spectator such praises 
of fickells poem, that uhcn, after hiving long 
wshed to peruse it, I laid hold on it at last, I thought 
it unequal to the honours which it hid received, nnd 
found it a piece to be approved rather thin admired 
But the hope excited by a work of genius, being ge- 
neral and indefinite, IS rarely gratified It was read 
at that time witli so much favour, that six editions 
were sold 

At the arrival of king George he sang 27ie Royal 
Progress , which, being inserted in the Spectator, 

IS well known and of which it is just to say, tliat it 
IS neither high nor low 

The poetical incident of most importance m Tick- 
ells life was his publication of the first book of the 
Iliad, as translated by himself, an apparent oppo- 
sition to Popes Homer, ofwhich the firstpait made 
Its entrance into the world at the same time 

Addison declared that the rival versions were both 
good but that Tlckells was the best that ever was 
made and with Addison, the wits, his adherents and 
followers, were certain to concur Pope does not ' 
appear to have been much dismayed , “ foi, says he, 

“ I have the town, that is, the mob on my side ” 
But he remarks, “ that it is common for the smaller 
“ party to mahe up m diligence what they want in 
“ numbers , he appeals to the people as his proper 
“ judges , and, if they are not inclined to condemn 
“ him, he is in little care about the high flyers at 
“ Button s 

Pope did not long think Addison an impartial 
judge for he considered him as the writer of 

Tickell s 
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Tickell’s vel sion. The leasons for liis slisjiicioii I will 
liteially tiansciibe fioin Ml Spence’s Collection. ' 
^^Theie had been a coldness (said Mi^ Pope) be- 
tween Mr. Addison and ine for some time ; and 
“ we had not been m company together, for a good 
while, any where but at Button’s coffee-house, 
where I used to see liim almost every day On his 
meeting me there, one day in particular, he took 
‘‘ me aside, and said he should be glad to dine with 
me, at such a tavern, if I staid till those people 
w^eie gone (Budgell and Philips) We went accord- 
ingly , and after dinner Mr. Addison said, ‘ That 
he had wanted for some time to talk w itli nie ; 
“that his fiiend, Tickell had formerly, whilst at 
“ Oxfoid, translated the fiist book of the Iliad , 
that he designed to pimt it, and had desired him 
“ to look it over ; that he must theiefoie beg that I 
“would not desire him to look ovei my fiist book, 
because, if he did, it would have the an of double- 
dealing.’ I assuied him that I did not at all take 
“ it ill of Mr Tickell that he was going to publish 
“ hi^ translation , that he certainly had as much 
“ right to translate any author a^ iny&elf , and that 
publishing both was entering on a fair stage. I 
then added, that I would not desire him to look 
“ over my first book of the Iliad, because he had 
“ looked ovei Mr Tickell’s , but dould wnsh to 
“ have the benefit of his observations on the second, 
which I had then finished, and which Mr. Tickell 
“ had not touched upon Accordingly I sent him 
the second book the next morning , and Mr. Ad- 
dison a few days after leturned it, with veiy high 

“ com- 
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“i commendations Soon ifter it was generally 1 noivn 
“ that Mr^TicKell was publishing the first book of 
‘Either *I met Dr Young m the street and 
“ upon our falling into that subject, the Doctor ex- 
“ipressed a great deal of surprize at Tickell s having 
“ had such a translation so long bj him ' He said, 
" that it was inconceivable to him, and that there 
“ must be some mistake m the matter' , that each 
‘1 used to communicate to the 'other whatever verses 
“ they wrote,' even to the least things'- that Tiekell 
“ could not have been busied'in so long a work there 
“without his knowing something of the matler , 
“ and that he had never heard a single word of it 
“ till on this occasion Tins surprise of Dr Young, 
" together with what Steele has said against Tickell 
“ in relation to this affair, make it highly pi obable 
“ thatthere was some underhand dealing in that bu- 
“ siness and indeed Tickell himself, who is a very 
“ fair worthy man, has since, in a manner, as good 
“‘as owned it to me When it was introduced into 
a conversation between Mr Tickell and Mr Pope, 
by a thud peison, Tickell did not denj it, which, 
“ considering his honour, and zeal for his departed 
“ friend,' was the same as owning it 

Upon these suspicions, with winch Dr Warhurton 
hints til it other circumstances concurred, Pope al- 
ways in his ^rt of Smhng quotes this book as the 
work of Addison ' ' ‘ 

< 1 0 compare the two translations Would be tedious 
the 'palm 18 now given universally to Pope , but I 
think the first lines of 1 ickell s were rather to be 
preferred and Pope seems to have siUce boiTOwed 
something from them in the correction of his own 

When 
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When the Hanover succession \\as(hspnted,Tickell 
gave what assistance his pen would supply His Lei-^ 
ter to Avignon stands high among paity-poems ; it 
expi esses contempt without coarseness, and supe- 
riority without insolence. It had the success \\hich 
it deserved, being five times printed. 

He was now intimately united to Mr Addison, 
who, when he went into Ireland as secretary to the 
lord Sunderland, took him thither and employed 
him in pubhck business ; and when (1717) afterwards 
he rose to be secietary of state, made him under-se- 
cretaiy. Their friendship seems to have continued 
without abatement ; for, n hen Addison died, he left 
him the chaige of publishing his works, with a so- 
lemn recommendation to the patronage of Graggs. 

To these works he prefixed an elegy on the author, 
which could owe none of its beauties to the assistance 
which might be suspected to have strengthened or 
embellished his earlier compositions ; but neither he 
nor Addison ever produced nobler lines than aie con- 
tained m the third and fom th paragraphs ; nor is a 
moie sublime or more elegant funeral-poem to be v 
found in the whole compass of English literature. 

He was afterwards (about 1725) made secretary to 
the Loi ds Justices of Ireland, a place of great honour: 
in which he continued till 1740, when he died on the 
twenty-third of Apiil at Bath. 

Of the poems yet unmentioned the longest is Ken- 
sington Gardens^ of which the versification is smooth 
and elegant, but the fiction unskilfully compounded* 
of Grecian Deities and Gothick Fames. Neither 
species of those exploded Beings could have done 
much 5 ,and, when they are bi ought togethei, they 

only 
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only make each other contemptible To Tickell, 
hoiveier, cannot be refused a high plaie among the 
minor poets nor should it be forgotten tli4t he \ias 
one of the contribntors to the Spectator With re- 
spect to his personal character, he is said to have 
been a man of gay conversation, at least a temperate 
lover of wine and company, and in his domestick re- 
lations without censure 
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uf Mr. HAMMOND, though he be well remem- 
bered as a man esteemed and caressed by the ele- 
gant and the great, I was at fiist able to obtain no 
other memorials than such as are supplied by a book 
called Cibber's Lives of the Poets , of which I take 
this opportunity to testify that it w as not written, nor 
I believe, ever seen, by either of the Cibbers ; but 
was the woik of Robeit Shiels, a native of Scotland, a 
man of veiy acute understanding, though with little 
scholastick education, w'ho, not long after the pub- 
lication of his woik, died in London of a consump- 
tion. His life was viituous, and his end w'as pious. 
Theophilus Cibbei, then a piisonei foi debt, im- 
parted, as I was told, his name for ten guineas. The 
manuscript of Shiels is now in my possession. 

I have since found that Mr. Shiels, though he was 
no negligent enquirer, had been misled by false ac- 
eounts ; for he relates that James Hammond, the 
author of the Elegies, was the son of a Turkey 
, ’ ^ , mei chant, 
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merchant, and had some office at the prince of 
Wales s court, till lo\e of a ladvj \^hose name was 
Dashnood, fora time disordered his understanding 
He was une\tmguishably amorous, and his mistresS 
inexorably cruel 

Of this narntive, part is true, and part false He 
was the second son of Anthony Hammond, a man of 
note among the v\its, poets, and parliamentary ora- 
tors, in the beginning of this century, who was 
allied to Sir Robert Walpole by marrying his sister 
He was born about l/tO, and educated at West- 
minster-school but it does not appear that he was 
of any unnersit} f' He was equerry to the prince of 
Wales, and seems' to lia\e come %ery early into 
pubhck notice, and to have been distinguislied by 
those whose friendship prejudiced mankind at that 
time m favour of the man onavhom tliey were be- 
stowed for lie was tlie companion of Cobham, Lyt- 
telton, and Chesterfield He is said to have divided 
his life between pleasure and books m his retire- 
ment forgetting the town, and in his gaietj losing 
the student 01 Ins Iiterar} hours all the effects are 
here exhibited, of which the Elegies were written 
verj earl}, and the Prologue not long before his 
death 

In 1741, hewas chosen into parliament for Truro 
in ComwaH,probabI} one of those who were elected 
by the Princes influence and died next }ear m 
* This 'iccount is erroneous 'James Hammond our au 
thor was of a difTerent familv the econd son of Anthony Ham 
roond of Somer ham ph^e in the count) of Huntingdon Esq 
See Gent Mag lol L\II p^780 |R ^ 

f Mr Cole give him to Cambridge MSS Athen® Cantab m 
Mue Bnt C 

T 2 June 
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June at Stowe, tlie famous seat of lord Cobham, 
His mistiess long outlived him, and in 1779 died 
unman led. The chaiacter which her lover be- 
queathed hei was, indeed, not likely to attiact court- 
ship. 

The Elegies were published after his death , and 
while the wiitei’s name was remembered nitli 
fondness, they were read with a lesolution to ad- 
miie them. 

The lecommendatoiy pieface of the editor, who 
was then believed, and is now alhi med by Di . Maty, 
to be the eail of Chesterfield, raised stiong preju- 
dices in their favour. 

But of the pi efacer, whoever he was, it may be 
leasonably suspected that he nevei lead the poems ; 
for he professes to value them foi a very high species 
of excellence, and lecommends them as the genuine 
effusions of the mmd, which expresses a leal passion 
in the language of nature. But the tiutli is, these 
elegies have neither passion, natuie, nor manners. 
Where theie is fiction,, theie is no passion : he that 
describes himself as a shepherd, and his Neasia or 
Delia as a shepherdess, and talks of goats and lambs, 
feels no passion. He that courts his mistress with 
Roman imagery deserves to lose her , for she may with 
good reason suspect his sincerity. Hammond has few 
sentiments drawn from nature, and few images fiom 
modern life. He produces nothing but frigid pedan- 
try It would be hard to find in all his productions 
thiee stanzas that deseive to be remembered 

Like othei lovers, he threatens the lady with 
> ^’^-d what then shall follow ? 
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Wilt thou in tears tbj lover’s corse attend 
With eyes averted light the solemn p}re, 

’Till all around the doleful flames ascend. 

Then slouly sinking, b> degrees expire’ 

To sooth the ho\enng soul be thine the care, 

%Vith plaintii e cries to lead the mournful band , 

In sable weeds the golden vase to bear. 

And cull mj ashes with thj trembling hand 
Panchaia s odours be their costlj feast. 

And all the pnde of Asia s fra^antyear, 

Give them the treasures of the farthest East, 

And, what IS still more precious, give thy tear 

Surely no blame can fall upon a nymph 'who re- 
jected a isvvain of so little meaning ' 

His verses are not rugged, but they Inte no sweet- 
ness they never glide m a stream of melody Why 
Hammond or other w nters have thought the quatrain 
of ten syllables elegiac, it is difficult to tell The 
character of the Elegy is gentleness and tenuity , but 
this stanza has been pronounced by Dry den, whose 
knowledge of English metre was not inconsiderable, 
to be the most magnificent of all the measures whigh 
our language affords 
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Of Mr.* SOMERVILE's life I am not able 
to say any thing that can satisfy curiosity. 

He was a crentleman whose estate was in Waf- 

o 

wickshire; his house, where he was boin in 1 ^ 92 , 
is called Edston, a seat inherited from a long line of 
ancestors; for he was said to be, of the first family 
in his county. He tells of himself that he was born 
near the Avon’s banks He was bi ed at W mchester- 
schoo], and was elected fellow of New College. It 
does not appeal that in the places of his education 
he exhibited any uncommon pi oofs of genius oi li- 
terature. His poweis were first displayed m the 
country, where he was distinguished as a poet, a gen- 
tleman, and a skilful and useful justice of the peace. 

Of the close of his life, those whom his poems 
have delighted will read with pain the following ac- 
count, copied from the Letters of his fiiend Shen- 
stone, by whom he vas too much resembled. 

• Oui old fiiend Somervile is dead^ 1 did not 
imagine I could have been so sorry as I find myself ' 
on' this occasion. Suhlatum quuiiimus . I can now 

^ WJbam 

excuse 
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“ ciccusc all his foibles impute them to age, and to 
distress of circumstances the last of these consi- 
derations ivrings my seiy soul to think on For a 
“ man of high 'pirit, conscious of having (at least 
“ m one production) generally pleased the world, to 
“ be plagued and tlireatcncd by wretches that are 
“ low in every sense to be forced to drink himself 
“ into pains of the body, in order to get nd of the 
“ pains of the mind, is a misery ’ 

He died Jul) 19 , 1748, and was buried at Wot- 
ton, near Henley on Arden 
' His distresses need not be much pitied liis estate 
IS said to have been fifteen hundred a jcar, which by 
Ins death devolved to lord Somervile of Scotland 
His mother indeed, who lived till ninety, had a 
jointure of si\ hundred 

It IS with regret that 1 find m> self not better ena« 
bled to evhibit memorials of a unter, vv ho at least 
must be allow ed to have set a good example to men of 
his own class, bj devoting part of Ins time to elegant 
knowledge and who has shewn, by the subjects 
which his poetrj has adorned, that it is practicable 
to be atoncc a skilful sportsman and a man of letters 
Somervile has tried many modes of poetrj and 
though perhaps he has not m any reached such ex- 
cellence as to raise much envy, it may commonij 
he said at least, that “ he writes \eiy well for a 
“ gentleman His scnons pieces are sometimes 
elevated, and his trifles are sometimes elegant In 
his verses to Addison, fhe,couplet which mentions 
Cho 18 written with the most exquisite delicacy of 
praise , it exhibits one of those happy strokes tliat 

are 
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are seldom attained. In his Odes to Marlborough 
theie are beautiful lines ; but in the second Ode he 
shews that he knew little of his hero, when he talks 
of his pnvate virtues. His subjects aie commonly 
such as require no great depth of thought or energy 
of expression, His Fables are generally stale, and 
therefoie excite no cuiiobity. Of his favourite, The 
Two Springs, the fiction is unnatui al, and the moral 
inconsequential. In his Tales there is too much 
coarseness, with too little caie of language, and not 
sufficient rapidity of nai ration 

His great woik is his Chace, which he undei took 
in his maturer age, when his ear was improved to 
the approbation of blank veise, of which however 
his two first lines gave a bad specimen. To this 
poem praise cannot be totally denied He is allowed 
by spoilsmen to %viite with great intelligence ot his 
' subject, which is the fiisi; lequisite to excellence; 
and though it is impossible to mteiest the common 
readers of verse ni the dangers oi pleasuies of the 
chace, he has done all that transition and vaiiety 
could easily effect, and has with giear piopiiety 
enlarged his plan by the iiiodes of hunting used in 
othei countries. 

With still less judgment did he chu'^e blank ■ cise 
as the vehicle of Rural Sports If blanic vei se he not 
tumid and gorgeous, it is crippled piose , and fami- 
liar images m labouied language have nothing to le- 
commend them but absurd novelty, which, wanting 
the attractions of Nature, cannot please long One 
excellence of The Splendid Shilling, is' that it is 
short, Disguise can gratify no longei than it deceives. 

t 
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It has been observed m Ml tint the advau 
tages of nature or of fortune have contnbutLtl very 
little to the jiromolion of h ijipincis anil that those 
whom the splendour of tlicir rani , or the CAtent of 
tlieir capacitv, Inve placed upon the «umrml& of 
human life, lia\c not often given an\ pnt occasion 
to envy in tho«o nho look up to them from a loner 
ptition whether it be that app iicnt 5>U]) nont\ m 
eites great designs, and great d< signs are nnlunllv 
liable to fatal nnscarriugcs or that the general lot of 
mankind is miseiy, and the imsfui tunes of Iho'^e, 
whose eminence drew upon them an nnnf r^al atten 
tibn, have been more carefullv recorded, because 
tHe^ were more gciurallj observed, and have m 
reahtj been oi more conspicuous than tlio e of 
other , not move frequent, or more seven 

Pint aflluence and jiowcr, advantages c\trmsick 
gnd adventitious, and tlicrcforc easily separable from 

* Tlic first edition of this interesting mmtnc according to 
Mr Bobuell uas rublishcd in 1744 by Roberts The second 
now before me bears date 1748 and uas published hy Cave 
Very few alterations were made by tlic author when ho added 
|t to the present collection p 

tho^^e 
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those by whom they are possesse<Jj should'very often 
flatter the mind with expectations of felicity which 
they cannot give, raises no astonishment , but it 
seems lational to hope, that intellectual greatness 
should produce better eifects ; that minds qualified 
for great attainments should first endeavour their 
own benefit , and that they, who are most able to 
teach others the way to happiness, should with most 
certamt}’’ follow it themselves. 

But this expectation, however plausible, has been 
very frequently disappointed. The heroes of litei ary 
as well as ci\il history have been vei y often no less 1 e- 
maikable for what they have suffered, than for wdiat 
they have atchieved , and volumes have been written 
only to enumerate the miseries of the learned, and 
relate their unhappy lives, and untimely deaths. 

' To these mournful narratives, I am about to add 
the Life of Richaid Savage, a man whose wiitmgs 
entitle him to an eminent rank in the classes of 
le^irmng, and whose misfortunes claim a degree of 
compassion, not always due to the unhappy, as they 
were often the 'consequences of the crimes of others, 
rather than his own. 

In the year 1697, Anne Countess of Macclesfield, 
having lived some time upon very uneasy teims 
with her husband, thought a’ public confession of 
adultery the most obvious and expeditious method 
of obtaining her libeity , and therefore declared, that 
th6 child, with which she was then great, was be- 
gotten by the Earl Rivers. This, as may be ima- 
gined, made her husband no less desirous of a sepa- 
ration than herself, and he prosecuted his design m 
the most effectual manner , for he applied not to the 

ecclesiastical 
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ccclc-instical courts for a cli\orcc, but to the parha- 
ment for an act, b\ which hi^ nnrrngc inulitbc 
dissolved, the nuptnl contract totall\ 'tnnulltd, and 
the children of Ins w ife illcgitiiinted I Ins Act, after 
the usual deliberation, he obtained, though without 
the approbation of some, who consuhred in image 
asanaffm onl} cognizable b} tccle^snstical judges* 
and on Marcli 3 d was scjiaralctl from Ins wife, who'^e. 
fortune, which was ;cr\ great, was repaid her, and 
who having, as w*cll as her liu«band, the liberty of 
making another choice, was la a short time married 
to Colonel Brett 

AVlnle the earl of Macclesfield was jirosccuting* 
tins afiatr, hi wife wa«, on the 10th of Innwary, 
JC 97 8 , delnered of a ^oii and the Carl Bntrs, 
by appearing to consider him is his own, left none 
any reason to doubt of the smteritv of her decla- 
ration for he was Ins godfatlur, and gave him his 
own name, which was by his direction inserted m the 
register of St Andrew s parish in Holborn, but un- 
fortunately left him to the care of Ins mother, w horn, 
as she was now set free from her husband, he pro- 
bably imagined likely to treat with great tciultrness 
the child that had conti ibuted to so pleasing an ei ent 

* Tim jearwaa made rcmarlnblc b\ the dis oUiUon of a rn-r 
riage solemnized m the ficc of the church S \i mon,s IIf% if\'- 

riie folio ving; protest U rcgis cred in the hooka of the House 
of Lords 

Dissentient 

Because wc concei'c tliat this is the first bill of tint nature 
that hath passed nhcrc tht*ic w is not a iluorcc iirst obtained iii 
the Spintual Court wliith wc lool upon as an il! prcctdmt 
and may be of dangerous consequence m th futuic 

IIVUFAX UoCIIESTLn 
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It IS not indeed ea'^y to discover ^^hat motnes could 
be found to over-balance that natuial affection of a 
parent^ oi what intercut could be jjromotcd b}' neglect 
or ciuelty. The dicad of shame or of ])o\trty, by 
which some wi etches have been incited to abandon 
or to murdei their children, cannot be supposed to 
have affected a u oman w ho had jji oclaimcd her crimes 
and solicited repioach, and on whom the clemency 
of the legislatuie had undcsenedly bestoued a for- 
tune, \\hich would have bcenvciy little diminished 
by the expences uhich the caic of her child could 
have brought upon hei. It \tas therefore not likely 
that she would be wicked without temptation ; that 
she would look upon her son fiom his bnth uith a 
kind of resentment and abhonence; and, instead of 
supporting, assisting, and defending him, delight to 
see him struggling with misery, or that she would 
take cvei y oppoi tunitvof aggi avatnig Ins misfortunes, 
and obstructing his resouices, and uith an implaca- 
ble and icstlcss cruel ty>^ continue her persecution 
from the first hour of his hie to the la^^t 

But whatever weie hei motives, no soonei was her 
son born, than she discoVeied a resolution of disowm- 
ing him, and m a veiy shoit time removed him 
fiom her sight, by committing him to the care of a 
poor woman, whom she diiected to educate him as 
her own, and enjoined never to mfoim him of his 
tiuepaients. 

Such was the beginning of the life of Richaid 
Savage Born with a legal claim to honour and to 
affluence, he was m two' months illegitimated by the 
pai liament, and disowned by his mother, doomed to 
poverty and obscurity, and launched upon the ocean 

of 
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of bfe, only tint ho might be smlloned by its 
quicksands, or dashed upon its rocks 

His mother could not indeed infect others uith 
the same crueltj As it nas im]iossibIe to avoid the 
inquiries winch the cunosity or tenderness of her re- 
lations made nfter her child, she nas obliged togiii. 
some account of the measures she bad t ikcn , and her 
mother, the Lady Mason, nhetber m ajijiroliation of 
her design, oi to prevent more criminal contrivances, 
engaged to transact vvith the nurse, to pay her for 
her care, and to superintend the education of the 
child 

111 this cliantabic office she was assisted by his god- 
mother Airs Lloyd, who, while she lived, iinajs 
looked upon him with that tenderness n Inch the bar- 
barity of bis mother made peculiarly necessary but 
her death, which happened in his tenth yeai, was an- 
other of the misfoi tunes of Ins cbildliood , for tliougif 
she kindly endeavoured to alleviati. Ins loss by a 
legacy of three hundred pounds, ytt, js be bad none 
to prosecute bn claim, to shelter him fioni oppies- 
sion, or call 111 law to the as istance of justice, her 
will was eluded by the eaeciitors, and no part of the 
money was evci paid 

He was, however, notyctwbolly abandoned Tlie 
Lady Alason still continued her caie, iiid directed 
him to be pi iced it r small grammar school near St. 
Albans, vvbere be was called by the name of Ins 
nurse, without the leist intimation that he had a 
claim to any other < 

Here be was initiated in literature, and pas ed 
through several of the classes, with what rapivlity or 
with what applause cannot now be know n As he al- 

ways 
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vays spoke \Mth i expect of his inaslet, it ii probable 
that the mean lank, m winch he then ajijjearccl, chd 
not Inndei Ins genius from being ’distinguished, or 
Ins industiy from being len aided, and if in so low 
a state he obtained distinction and renauh, it is not 
likely that the} ncrc gained but by genius and in- 
dustiy. 

It IS veiy leasonable to conjecture, that his appli- 
cation was equal to Ins abilities, became Ins nnpiove- 
inent was more than pioportioned to the opportuni- 
ties w'liich he en)oyed , nor can it be doubted, that 
if Ins eaihebt pioductions had been preserved, like 
those of happier students, we might m some have 
found vigoi ous sallies of that spi ightly humour w'hicli 
distinguishes The AiUhoi io he let^ and in others 
strong touches of that aidcnt imagination which 
painted the solemn scenes of The ff'anrJocr. 

While he w’as thus cultivating Ins genius, bis fa- 
ther the Eail Kivcis was sci/cd with a distemper, 
winch 111 a short time jiut an end to Ins hfe^. lie 
had frequently inquned aftei Ins son, and had always 
been amused w'lth fallacious and evasive answeis; 
but, being now in his own opinion on his death- 
bed, he thought it Ins duty to piovide for him 
among his olhei iiatuial children, and theielore de- 
manded a positive account of him, with an impoi- 
tumty not to be diverted or denied. His mother, 
who could no longer lefuse an answer, determined at 
least to gwe such as should cut him off for evei fiom 
that happiness which competence affords, and there- 
fore declaied that he w^as dead , 'which is perhaps 
the first instance of a he invented by a mother to 

* HedieciAng ISth, 1712 R. 
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deprivt. her «on of a provision rihich ms designed 
him by another, and nliicli she could not expect 
herself, though he should lose it 

This ms therefore an act of uichedness «hieh 
could not be defeated, because it could not be sus- 
pected , the Earl did not imagine there could exist 
in a human form a mother that ivould rum her son, 
nithout enriching herself, and therefore bestoned 
upon some other person six thousand jiounds, nhiclt 
he had in his mil bequeathed to Savage 

Tlie same cruelty uliicli incited his mother to in- 
tercept this proiision nliich had been intended him, 
promptediher 111 a short time to another project, a 
project northy of such a disposition Slie endea- 
voured to rid herself from the danger of being at any 
time made knonn to him, by sending him secretlv 
to the American Plantations* 

By nho e kindness tins schemes as counteracted, 
or by whose interposition she nas induced to lay 
aside her design, I knon not it is not improbable 
that the Lady Mason might persuade or compel her 
to desist, or perhaps she could not easily find accom- 
plices nicked enough to concur m so cruel an action 
for it may beconcened, that those, nho bad by a 
long gradation of guilt hardened their lieai ts against 
the sense of common Kickedness, nould yet be 
shocked at the design of a mother to expose her son 
to slavery and want, to expose him mtliout interest, 
and nithout provocation , and Savage might on this 
occasion find protectors and advocates among those 
who had long traded in crimes, and whom compas- 
sion had never touched before 

r Savage s Pre&cc to his Miscehanjes 

Being 
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Being liindereA by whatever means, from lianisii- 
ing him into another country, she foi mecl soon aftet 
a scheme for hurying him in pcrveity rfnd ohscunty 
in his own , and that his station of life, if not the 
place of his residence, might keep him for ever at a 
distance fiom lier, she oideied him to he placed with 
a shoe-maker in Holboin, that, after the usual time 
of tiial, he might become his appi entice"^ . 

It is generally reported, that tins project was for 
some lime successful, and that Savage was employed 
at the awl longer than he was willing to confess ; nor 
was it pel haps any great advantage to him, that an 
unexpected discoveiy detei mined him to quit his 
occupation. 

About this time his nuise, who bad always tieated 
him as her own son, died ; and it was natural for 
him to take care of those effects which by her death 
were, as he imagined, become his own : he therefore 
^Yent to hei house, opened her boxes, and examined 
her papeis, among which he found some letters 
written to hei by the Lady Mason, wdiich informed 
him of his bnth, and the reasons for which it was 
concealed. 

He was no longer satisfied with the employment 
which had been allotted him, but thought he had 
a right to share the affluence of his mother ; and 
therefoie without scruple applied to her as her son, 
and made use of evei y art to aw'aken her tenderness, 
and attiact her regard. But neithei his letters nor 
the interposition of tliese fnends wdiich his merit or 
his distress procured him, made any impression upon 


Sa-v age’s Proface to his Miscellanies 
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her mind She still resolved to heglect^ thonglislie 
could no longer disown him 

It nas to no purpose that he frequently solicited 
her to admit him to see her , she avoided him mth 
the most v igilant precaution^ and ordered him to^bo 
excluded from her^ouse, bv whomsoever he might 
be introduced, and vUiat reason soever he might give 
for entering it 

Savage was at the same time so touched vv ith tlie 
discovery of his leal mother, that it was his frequent 
practice to walk m the dark evenings * for several 
hours before her door, m liopes of seeing her as she 
might come by accident to the window, or cross 
her apartment with a candle m her hand 

But all his assiduity and tenderness were vuthout 
effect, for he could neither soften her heart nor open 
her hand, and was reduced to tlio utmost miscnes of 
want, while he was endeavouring to awaken the af- 
fection of a mother He was therefore obliged to 
seek some other means of support and, having no 
profession, became by necessity an author 

At this time the attention of the literary world 
was engrossed b} the Bangorian controversy, which 
filled the press with pamphlets, and the coffee hou'^es 
With disputants Of this subject, as most popular, 
he made choice for Jus first attempt, and, without 
any other knowledge of the question than he had 
casually collected from conversation, published a 
poem against the Bishop | 

What was the success or merit of this pci formance, 
I know not It was probably lost among the inmi- 

* See the Plain Dealci 

tit was called The Battle of the Pamphlets R 
VoL X U merable 
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merable pamphlets to which that dispute gave occa- 
sion. Ml . Savage was himself m a little time ashamed 
of it, and endeavouied to suppiess it, by destioying 
all the copies that he could collect. 

He then attempted a moi e gainful kind of writing 
and in his eighteenth year ofiered to the stage a come- 
dy boi rowed fiom a Spanish plot, which was refused 
by the pla3’^efs, and was theiefore given by him to 
Mr Bullock, who, having more interest, made some 
slight alterations, and brought it upon the stage, un- 
der the title of JVomaiis a Riddle 'I”, but allowed 
the unhappy author no part of the profit 

Not discouraged however at his lepulse, he wrote 
two yeais afterwards Love in a Veil^ another "co- 
medy, bon owed likewise from the Spanish, but with 
little better success than before ; for though it was 
received and acted, yet it appeared so late in the 
year, that the author obtained no other advantage 
from it, than the acquaintance of Sir Richai d Steele, 
and Mr. Wilks, by ivhom he was pitied, caressed, 
and relieved 

Sir Richaid Steele, ha\mig declared in his favour 
with all the aidour of benevolence which constituted 
his character, piomoted his mteiest with the utmost 
zeal, related his misfortunes, applauded his merit, 
took all the oppoi tumties of lecommendmg him, 
and asserted, that the inhumanity of his mother 
had given him a light to find every good man his 
fathei 

^ Jacob’s Lues of tlie Diamatick Poets Dr J 
t This play as printed fiist in Svo , and aftemaids in ISmo 
the fifth edition Dr J 
i Plain Dealei. Dr J. 
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I Nor Has Mr Savage adfnitted to his acquaintance 
onlv, but to'his 'confidence/ ot which he sometimes 
rokted ah ttishnce too extraordinary to he omitted, as 
It affords a'very just idea of his patron s character 
He was once desired bj Sir Richard, with an air 
of the utmost importance, to come Very eailj to his 
house the next morning Mr Savage came as he 
had promised, ' found the chanot at the door, and 
Sir Richard waiting dot him, and readyi to go out 
AVhat was intended, and whither they were to go, 
Savage could not conjecture, and was not willing to 
enquire, but nmmediately iseatedihimself with Sir 
Richard The coachman was ordered to drive, and 
they hurried vv ith the utmost eiipeffition to Hyde- 
Parh Corner, where they stopped at) a petty tavern, 
and retired to a pnvateroom 'i Sir Richard then in- 
formed him, that he intended to publish a pamphlet 
and that he had desired him to come thither that he 
might w nte for him They soon sat down to the w ork 
Sii Richard dictated, and Savage vvrote, till the 
dinner that had been ordered was put upon the 
table Savage w'as suiqinsed at the meanness of the 
entertainment, and aftei some hesitation ventured 
toiask for wine, winch Sir Richard, not without 
reluctance, ordered to he brought Thej then 
finished their dinner, and proceeded in their pam- 
jililet, which they concluded in the afternoon 

Mr Savage then imagined his task was over, and 
expected that SirRichardwould call forthereckoning, 
and return home but tiis expectations deceived him, 
for Sir Richard told him that he was without money, 
and that the pamplilet must be sold before tht' dinner 
could be paid for and Savage was therefore obliged 
0 2 to 
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to go and offer their new pioduction for sale for two 
guineas, which with some difficulty he obtained. Sir 
Richard then returned home, having retired that day 
only to avoid his cieditois, and composed the pam- 
phlet onl}’' to, discharge his leckonmg. 

Mr. Savage related anothei fact equally uncommon, 
which, though it has no lelation to his life, ought 
to he pieserved. Sir Richaid Steele having one day 
invited to his house a great number of persons of the 
fii st quality, tlie}^ weie surprised at the number of 
liveries nliich sui rounded the table , and after dinner, 
when mne and mirth had set them fiee fiom the 
observation of iigid ceremony, one of them enquiied 
of Sir Richaid, how such an expensive tiain of 
domesticks could be consistent with his fortune. 
Sir Richard very frankly confessed, that they were 
fellows of whom he would veiy willingly be nd. 
And being then asked why he did not discharge 
tliem, declared that they were bailiffs, who had in- 
troduced themselves with an execution, and whom, 

/ since he could not send them away, he had thought 
it convenient to embellish with liveries, that they 
might do huh ciedit while they staid. 

His fi lends were diverted with the expedient, and 
by paying the debt dischaiged their attendance, ha- 
ving obliged Sir Richard to promise that they should 
nevei again find him graced with a retinue of the 
Same kind. 

TJndei such a tutor Mr. Savage was not likely to 
'ieain piudence or frugality; and perhaps many of 
the misfortunes which the want of those virtue? 
brought^^ upon him in the following parts of his life, 
anight b,^ justly imputed to so unimpro vmg^an example. 

Nor 



SAVAGE 


m 

Nor did the kindness of Sir Richard end m com- 
mon favours He proposed to have established him 
in some settled scheme of life, and to have contracted 
a kind of alliance with him, by marrying him to a 
natural daughter, on whom he intended to bestow a 
thousand pounds But, though he w as always lavish 
of future bounties, he conducted his atfairs m such i 
manner, that he was veiy seldom able to I eep hiS) 
promises, or execute his oivn intentions and, as he 
was never able to raise the sum which he had offered, 
the marriage was delayed In the mean time he wa^ 
officiously informed, that Mi Savage had ridiculed 
him by which he was so much exasperated, that 
he withdrew the allowance which he had paid him, 
and never aftcivvards admitted him to his house 

It IS not indeed unlikely that Savage might bj his 
imprudence expose himself to the malice of a tale- 
bearer for his p itron had manj follies, which, as 
his discernment easily discovered, his imagination 
might sometTmes incite him to mention too ludi- 
crously A little know ledge of the world is sufficient 
to discover that such weakness is very common, and 
that there are few who do not sometimes, in the wan- 
tonness of thoughtless mirth, or the heat of transient 
resentment, speal of then friends and benefactors 
with levity and contempt, though in their cooler mo- 
ments they want neither sense of their kindness, nor 
reverence for their virtue , the fault therefore of Mr 
Savage was rather negligence than ingratitude But 
Sir Richard must Iikewi'^e be acquitted of seven^, 
for who is there that can, patiently bear contempt 
fiom one whom he has relieved and supported, who e 

establishment 


204 SAVAGE. 

establishment be has laboured, and ivhose interest he 
has promoted ? 

He was now again abandoned to fortune n ithout 
any othei friend than IMr. Wilks ; a man, nho, what- 
ever were Ins abihtes or skill as an actoi, deserves at 
least to be remembered for his virtues , which aie 
not often to be found in the 'woild, and peihaps less 
often in his piofession than in others. To be hu- 
mane, geneious, and candid, is a very high degree 
of meiit 111 any case , but those qualities desen'c still 
gieatei piaise, w’hen they arc found in that condi- 
tion wdnch makes almost every othei man, for what- 

* As it IS a loss to inanlund when any good action is foi gotten, 
I shall inscit another instance of IMr Mhlks’s generosity, \c’ry 
little kiioini Mr fenntli, a gentleman educated at Dublin, 
being hindered b} au impedinitnt in his pionunciation liom 
engaging in oidcrs, foi which his fiicnds dcsigaied bun, Icit his 
own countiy, and came to London m cpic^t of cmploimcnt, 
but found his sohcitations fruitless, and his necessities eiei’j da} 
more piessing In this distiess he wiotc a tragcdi, and olleicd 
it to the playcis, by whom it was icjcctcd Thus wcie his last 
hopes defeated, and he had no otlici prospect th in of the most 
deploiablc poiertv But Mi Wilks thought his jici foi inanec, 
though not perfect, at least w oi thy of some icw aid, and theic- 
iore offered him a benefit This favour he impi oi cd w ith so 
much diligence, thai the house afforded him a consideiablc sum, 
wath which he went to Leyden, applied himself to the study of 
ph)sick, and piosecuted his design with so much diligence and 
success, that, when Dr Bocihaaie w'as desned bytheC/aiini 
to recommend pioper persons to introduce into Russia the pinc- 
tice and study of physick, Di Smith w'as one ot those whom 
he selected He had a considerable pension settled on him at 
his ainval, and was one of the chief physicians at tlie Russian 
court Di ,T 

A Letter from Dr Smith in Russia to IMi Wilks is punted 
jn ChctU’Ood’s History of the Stage R 
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ever reason, contemptuous, insolent, petulant, ^elfish, 
and brutal 

As Mr ^yllk.s was one of those to whom calamitj 
seldom complained ^\ithout relief, he naturall) took 
an unfortunate i\it into his protection, and not only 
assisted him in any casual distresses, but continued 
an equal and steady kindness to the time of lus death 
B) his interposition Mr Saiage once obtained 
from Ins mother * pound«, and a promise of onti 
hundred and fift} more, but it was the fate of this 
udhappvman, that few promises of an^ advantage 
to him were performed Ills mother was infected, 
among others, w ith the general madness of tlie South 
Sea tradick and, having been disappointed m hei 
expectations, refused to pa^ what pcrlnps notliing 
but the prospect of sudden afllucncc prompted her 
to promise 

, Being thus obliged to depend upon the friendship 
of iSIr Will «, he was consequent!) an assiduous fre- 
quenter of the theatres, and m a short time the 
amusements of the stage took such possession of his 
mmd, that he never was absent from a play m seve 
ral ) ears 

lliis constant attendance naturally procured him 
the acquaintance of the player®, and, among others, 
of Mrs Oldfield, who was so much pleased with 

I 

^ Till* Eajs Dr Jolinson I ivnte upon the credit of the 
authorof his life which svas published in 172? andwasasniall 
pamphlet intended to plead lus cause with the publick iihUe 
under sentence of death for the Murder of Mr James Sm 
‘ clair at Robinson s Coffee house, it Cliaripg Cro s, price Ca 
• Roberts C 

his 
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his conversation, and touched with his misfoiduncs, 
that she allowed him a settled pension of fifty 
pounds a year, which v^as during her hfo regularly 
paid. 

That this act of generosity may receive its due 
piaise, and that the good actions of Mrs. Oldfield 
may not be sullied by her general character, it is 
propel to mention what I\Ii. Savage often declared, 
jn the strongest terms, that he nevei saw her alone, 
or 111 any othei place than behind the scenes. 

At her death he endeavouied to shew his gratitude 
in the most decent manner, by wearing mourning as 
for a mother , but did not celebiate her m elegies , 
because he knew that too great a profusion of piaiso 
■would only have revived those faults nhich his na- 
tural equity did not allow him to think less, because 
they were committed by one who favoured him . but 
of which, though his virtue would not endeavour to 
palliate them, his gratitude would not suffer him to 
prolong the memoiy or difiuse the censure. 

In his Wander ei j he has indeed taken an oppoi- 
tumty of mentioning hei , but celebiates her not for 
her vii tue, but her beauty, an excellence Avhich none 
ever denied her ; this is the only encomium with 
which he has rewarded hei libciality, and peihaps he 
has even lii this been too lavish of his praise. He 
seems to have thought, that never to mention his 
benefactress ' would have an appearance of ingrati- 


i '■ f 

* Chetwoock however, has printed a Poem on her death, 
which he ascribe? to Mr Savage See Histoiv of the Stage, 
p 206 R. 
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tilde, though to ln\e de<licntcd nu particuhr per- 
fornmnee to her nieinon %Noiild lm\c onU hctn}C(l 
an oflicious pirtnhtj, that, witliout txilting her 
chanrter, >\ould ln\c dcpres^al Iik own 
He had ometimcsh} thi.Jvmdnc's'^orMr Wilk% 
the ndnnioge of a iK-iicfit, on wliicli occa^^ions hd 
often recei\e<l inicommon marl 5 of regard and com- 
passion and n*as once told h\ the D ike of Eor<et, 
that It na*? ^ust to consider him us an injnrwl noble- 
man, and that in his opinion the nohiht\ ought to 
think them cU es obhgefi, mthoiit solicit ition, to tal e 
e\cr} opportuniti of supporting him In their coun 
tcnancc and patronage Ihit he Ind gcncrall) the 
mortification to hear that the nholt mtirost ofhjs 
mothernas einploictl to frustrate his iipplic ition«, 
and tint she ncicr left am cxpulitnt untried, b^ 
iihich he might be cut oft from tlie jio sibihty of 
supporting life 'Ihc«amedi*<posiUonsheLmIea\ouad 
to diflusc among all those oier nhoni natuicor for- 
tune g-iie her any influence, and indeed succeeded 
too w ell m Iicr design but could not alw i\ s propa- 
gate Jicr eflrontcrj nith her crueltj , for, vomc of 
those, nhoin she incited against him, ncre adiamcd 
of their onn conduct, and boasted of Uiat relief ii Inch 
the} never gave ium 

In this censure I do not indi‘;cnminatel} involve 
oil Ins relations for he Ins mentionL<I witli grati- 
tude the humanit}^ of one lad}, who e name I nm 
now unable to recollect, and to whom therefore I 
Cannot pay the praises vv Inch she deserv es for liav mg 
acted well in opposition to influence, precept, and 
example 


The 



S A A G E 


258 

The punishment ^vhlch our Ian s inflict iijion those 
parents nho murder their infants is nell l.nonn^ nor 
has its justice e\ Cl been contested ; l)ut, if tlioy de- 
scr\c death who destroy a child m its biith, nhat 
pains can be severe enough for lier who foi bears to 
destioy him only to inflict shaipei nlneries upon 
him , w'ho piolongs his life only to make him mi- 
serable ; and who expose's him, without care and 
w'lthout pity, to the malice of ojipression, the ca- 
prices of chance, and the tompbitions of po\e!ty; 
■who lejoices to sec him ovei whelmed with calami- 
ties ; and, when his owm industr}', or the chant} of 
others, has enabled him to use for a shoit time 
above his miseries;, plunges him again into Ins for- 
mer distress ^ 

The kindness of his fiicnds not aflbrding him any 
constant supjil} , and the piospect of nnjnoving his 
fortune bycnlaiging his acquaintance necessai ily lead- 
ing him to places of expcncc, he found it necessary 
to endeavour once more at dinmatick jioctiy, for 
which he was now' better qnalilied by a more exten- 
sive know'ledge, and longer ohsei vation. But ha^ mg 
been unsuccessful m corned v, though lathci foi want 
of oppoitunities than genius, he resolved now to try 
whether he should not be more foitunate m exhibit- 
ing a tiagedy. 

The story wdiich lie chose foi the subject, was 
that of Sir Thomas Oveihury, a stoi v well adapted 
to the stage, though peihaps not fai enough re- 
moved from the piesent age to admit piopeily the 
fictions necessaiy to complete the plan , foi the mind. 


- In 1723 
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winch nitiinlU Io\cstrutIi, is alnavs most ofTcnded 
with the violation of those truths of which wo arc 
most certain , and we of course conceive those facts 
inost certain, winch approach ncircst to our own 
time ! 

Out of this storj he formed a tragedj , which, if 
the circumstances in w Inch he w rote it be considered, 
will afford at once an uncommon proof of streiiffth ol 
genius, and evenness of mmd, of a cercintj not 
to be ruffled, and an imagination not to be sii]) 
pressed ' 

During a considerable part of the time m w Inch he 
was emploijed ujion this jicrfoinnncc, he was with- 
out lodging, and often wiUiout meat nor had he 
any other conveniences foi study than the field*- or 
the streets allowed him there lie usetl to walk, and 
form his speeches, and afterwards step into a shop, 
beg for a few moments the u«e of tlie pen and ml , 
and write dowai what lie had composed upon jiaper 
which he had picked up by aecnlent 

If the performance of a writer thus distressed is not 
perfect, its faults ouglit siirolj to be imputed to a 
cau«e very different from want of geniu*-, and must 
rather excite pit^ than provoke censure 

But when under these discouragements the tragedy 
was finished, there yet remained the labour of intro- 
ducing it on the stage, an undent iking, which, to 
an ingenuous mmd, was m a ver) high degree vexa- 
tious and disgusting for, having little mlciest or re- 
putation, he was obliged to submit himself wholly 
to the pla}ers, and admit, witli whatever reluctance, 
the emendations of Mr Cibber, which he alwa^ s con- 
sidered as the disgrace of liis performance 


He 
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He had indeed in i\Ir Hill another cntick of a 
very diffeicnt class, fiom whose fneiuElnp he received 
great assistance on many occasions, and whom he 
never mentioned but with the utmost tenderness and 
1 CG-ai d. He had been for some time distinguished by 
him with vci}’ particular kindness, and on this occa- 
sion it was natuial to apply to him as an author of an 
established chaiaclei . He theiefoic sent this tragedy 
to him, with a shoit copy of \crses‘', in which he 
desired his conection. I\Ir. Hill, whose humanity 
and politeness are generally know n, readily complied 
with his lequest; but as he is remarkable for smgu- 
lai ity of sentiment, and bold experiment m language, 
Mr. Savage did not think this play much improved 
by his innovation, and had even at that time the 
courage to reject se\eral passages which he could not 
appiove; and, what is still moie laudable, Mi Hill 
had the geneiosity not to lesent the neglect of his 
alterations, but wrote the prologue and epilogue, m 
which he touches on the circumstances of the author 
with great tenderness. 

After all these obsti uctions and compliances, he va as 
only able to bring his play upon the stage in the sum- 
mer, when the chief actors had retired, and the rest 
wei ein possession of the house for then ow n ad\ antage. 
Among these, Mr. Savage w as admitted to pla}" the 
pai t of Sir Thomas Overbury 'j-', by w'hich he gained 
no great leputation, the theatre being a province for 

^ Piintcd in the late Collection of his Poems 

+ It was acted only tlnee nights, the first on June 12, 1723 
When the house opened for the \\antei season it was once more 
performed, for the autlior’s benefit, Oct 2. R 
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y\hicli nature seems not to have designed him , for 
neither his voice, lodk, nor gesture, nere such as 
were expected on the stage and hcrnas so much 
ashamed of having been reduced to appear as a 
plajer, that he aluays blotted out his name from 
the list, nhen a top3'^ of liis tragedy nas to be sheuij 
to Ins friends 

In the publication of his performance he was more 
successful, for the rays of genius that glimmered m 
it, that glimmered through all the mists which po- 
\ertj and Cibber liad been able to spiead over i(^ 
procured him the notice and esteem of man} jicr- 
$ons eminent for their rank, their virtue, and their 
wat r I 

Of this play, acted, printed, and dedicated, the ac- 
tiumulated profits arose to an hundred pounds, which 
he thought at that time a v eiy large sum, ha\ mg been 
never master of so much before ‘ n , 

In the Dedication*, for wlncli he received ten 
guineas there is nothing remarkable TJie Preface 
contains a very liberal encomium on the blooming 
excellence of iVIr Theuphilus Cibber, which Mi 
Savage could not in the latter pai t of his life see his 
friends about to read without snatching the play out 
of their hands The generosity of Mr Hill did not 
end on this occasion for afterwards, when Mr 
Savage s necessities returned, he encouraged a sub 
scription to a Miscellany of Poems in a very extraor- 
dinary manner, by publishing Ins story m tlie Plain 

! 

* To Herbert Tryst Esq of Herefordshire Dr J ^ 

Dealer, 
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^\lUl ''omc ufU'Cting lines, nhich lieasvc 
to have l)ccn wiiLtcn by Mr. Sa\agc upon iho tic 
inenlrcceuul by Inm fioxn bib mother, but of \%hi 
be wab himself thcauthoi, a'- ^Ii.vSavage aftorwai 
(loclaied. 'i'hesc lines, and the paper m which tli 
vveie inserted, had a \ei} poneilul eflcrt upon 
but his mother, Mbom, by maling liei cruelty m( 
publick, they only liaidencd in hei avcision 
Blr Hill not onlv pionioted the sub^'Cription to t 
-Misciellany, but iui nishcd liken ise the greatest pai t 
the Poems of which it is comjxwcd, and particula' 
The Happy Man, which he jmbhshed as.i specinu 
The subscriptions of those wliom these papi 
should influence to pationise met it in disties'?, wit 
out any othei solicitation, were dnected to be left 
Button’s coflee-hoiise , and Mi Savage going tliitl 
a few days aflcnvaid*^, without expectation of a 
effect from his pioposal, found to Ins suipnsc sever 
guineas 'I", wdnch had been sent him m consequer 
of the compassion excited by iMi Hill s pathetic 
piesentation. 

^ The Plain Dealer a ])cuoclic.il papoi, wiUcn bj I 
Hill and Mr Bond, whom Saiagc called the two contend 
poweis of light and daikness Tlicy wiote by turns each 
Essa5fs , and the chaiactci of the woik was obseivcd rcgulaily 
use in Mr Hill’s w'eeks, and fall in Mi Bond’s Di J 
f- The names of those who so gcnei ouslj contnbuted to 
relief, having been mentioned in a foi mci account, ought 
to be omitted here They woie the Duchess ot Clei eland, L, 
Cheyney, Lady Castlemam, Lady Gowei, Lady Lcchmere, 
Duchess Dowager and Duchess oi Rutland, Ladv Stiaflbid, 
Countess Dow^ager of Warwick, Mis Maiy Flo\ei, Mis Sol 
^oel, Duke of Rutland, Lord Gainsboiough, Loid Mdsmgt 
Mr John Savage Dr J 
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To this jVliscelhnj he wrote 'iPrer'^ce, imvhich he 
gues *10 account of his mothers cruelty in 'iierv un- 
common stiain of humoui, anti with a gaiety of ima- 
gination, whicli the success of his subscription pro- 
bably produced » 

The dedication is addressed to the Ladj Mary 
Wortlej iMontagu, whom he flatters w ithout reser\e, 
and, to confess the truUi, w ith \ er) little ai t ^ Tlie 
same observation may bd c\.tended to all his dedica- 
tions his compliments are constnmed and violent, 
heaped together without the grace of order, or the 
decency of introduction he seems to Jiave wntten 
his paneg;^ neks for the perusal onl} of Ins patrons, 
and to imagine that he had no other task than to pam- 
per them w ith pmi'os however gross, and that flattery 
w ould make its w ay to Uie heart, w itliout the assistance 
of elegance or invention 

Soon afterwards the death of the king furnished a 
general subject for a poetical contest, in winch Mr 

*■ Thxa the Jblloujng extract from jt ^iU pro\t , 

Since our coiintrj lias bctn honoured with the glory of 
jour wit as o^ciatcd md immortal 83 jour soul it no louder 
lemains i doubt'uhether your sex liavc strength of mind in 
'proportion to their sweetnesb nicre ja somethiug m jour 
verses as distinguished as your air — They aru as strong as truth ^ 
as deep as reason as dear as innocence and as smooth as 
beautj —They contain a namck s and peculiar mixture of 
force and grace which is at once so movingl) serene and so 
majestically lovelv that it is too amiable to appear any 
* where but in your eyes and m your writing 

As fortune is not more niy cnein/ than 1 am the enemy of 
flattery I know not howri can forbear this application to your 
Ladvship because there is scarce a possibihty that I should 
say more than I believe when I am speaking of yom exc(-l’ 
lence Dr J 

' Savage 
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-Savage eiigaged, and is allowed to have earned tint’ 
pUze of honom from his competitors : but I know 
not whether he gained by his performance any other 
advantage than the increase of his reputation , though 
it must certainly have been with farther views that 
he prevailed upon himself to attempt a species of wri- 
ting, of which all the topicks had been long befoie 
exhausted, and which was made at once difficult by 
the multitudes that had failed in it, and those that 
ffiad succeeded. 

He was now advancing in reputation, and though 
frequently involved in veiy distiessful perplexities,' 
appeared however to be gaming upon mankind, 
when both his fame and his life were endangered 
hy an event, of which it is not ^yet detei mined 
whether it ought to be mentioned as a ciime or a 
calamity. 

On the 20th of November, 17 27, Mr Savage came 
from Bichmond, wheie he then lodged, that lie 
might puisne his studies with less mteiiuption, with 
an intent to discharge another lodging which he had 
in Westminster , and accidentally meeting two gen- 
tlemen his acquaintances, whose names were Mer- 
chant and Giegoiy, he went m with them to a neigh- 
bouring coffee-house, and sat drinking till it was late. 
It being m no time of Mr Savage’s life any part of bis 
charactei to be the fii st of the company that desired to 
separate. He would willingly have gone to bed in the 
same house, but theie was not room for the whole 
company, and theiefore they agieed to i amble about 
the streets, and divert themselves with such amuse- 
ments as should offer themselves till morning. 


In 
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In tins walk they happened unluckily to discover 
h light in Robinson s coffee house near Channg-cross, 
and therefore went m Merchant with some rude- 
ness demanded a room, and was told that there was 
1 good file in the next pailoiir, which the company 
were about to lea\e, being then paying their reckon- 
ing Merchant, not satisfied with this answer, rushed 
into the room, and was followed by his companions 
He then petulantly placed himself between the com- 
pany and the fire, and soon after 1 icked down the 
table This produced i quarrel, swords were drawn 
on both side*!, and one Mr JamesSmclairwas killed 
Savage, having likewise wounded a maid that held 
him, forced liis ay \nth Merchant out of the house 
but being intimidated and confused, without reso- 
lution either to fly or stay , they were tal en m a back- 
court by one of the company, and some soldieis, 
whom he had called to his a sistnnce 

Being secured and guarded that night, they were 
in the morning carried before thrto justices, who 
committed them to the Gatehou'je, fiom whence, 
upon the death of iMr Sinclair which happened the 
«ame day, they were removed in the night to New- 
gate, where they were )iowe\er treated with some 
distinction, exempted fiom the ignominy of chain®, 
■^nd confined, not among the common criminals, but 
m the press y aid 

V hen the day of tiial came, the court was crowded 
in a \ ery unusual manner and the pubhek appeared 
to interest itself as in a cau®e of general concern 
The witnesses against Mr Swage and his friends 
were, the woman who kept the house, which was a 
liou®e of ill fame, and her maid, the men who were 

Voi. XX m 
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in the room ith Mr Sinclair, and a woman of the 
town, who had been drinking with them, and witli 
whom one of them had been seen in bed They 
swore m genei al that Mei chant ga^ e the pi evocation, 
which Savage and Gicgoiy diew then swoids to jus- 
tify, that Savage drew fiist, and that he stabbed 
Sinclair when he was not in a postine of defence, or 
W’hile Giegoiy commanded his swoid , that after he 
had given tlie thrust he turned pale, and w^ould have 
letired, but tiie maid clung round him, and one of 
the company endeavoared to detain him, fiom whom 
he bioke, by cutting the maid on the head, but was 
afterwards taken in a couit 

There wms some diffeience in their depositions ; 
one did not see Savage give the wound, another saw 
it given when Sinclaii held his jioint tow^aids the 
giound, and the w^oman of the town asseited, that 
she did not see Sinclair’s swoid at all : this difference 
howevei w'^as veiy far from amounting to incon- 
sistency , but it w'as sufficient lo shew, that the huiry 
' of the dispute was such, that it w’-as not easy to dis- 
cover the tiuth with 1 elation to paiticular ciicum- 
stances, and that theiefore some deductions weie to 
be made from the ci edibility of the testimonies. 

Sinclair had declai ed sevei al times befoi e his death, 
that he leceivcd his w'oiind fiom Savage. 1101 did 
Savage at his trial deny the fact, but endeavouied 
paitly to extenuate it, by urging the suddenness of 
the whole action, and the impossibility of any ill 
design, or piemeditated malice , and partly to justify 
it by the necessity of self-defence, and the hazai d of 
hiS)Owm life, if he had lost that oppoitunity of giving 
the thrust: he observed, tha^ neither reason nor^ 

law 
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law obliged a man to uait for the blow ^\hich was 
threatened, and which, if he «;liouId suffer it, he 
might never be able to return that it was allowable 
to prevent an assault, and to preserve life b) taking 
away that of the adversary by whom it was endan- 
gered 

With regard to the violence with which he endea- 
voured to escape, he declared, that it was not his 
design to fly from justice, or decline a trial, but to 
avoid the evpences and seventies of a prison and 
that he intended to have appeared at the bar without 
compulsion 

This defence, wliicli took up more than an Iioiir, 
was heard by the multitude that thronged the court 
with the most attentive and respectful silence those 
who thought he ought not to be acquitted, owned 
that applause could not be refused him and those 
who before pitied his misfortunes, now reverenced 
his abilities 

The witnesses which appeared against him were 
proved to be jiersons of characters winch did not 
entitle tliein to mucli credit a common strumpet, 
a woman by whom strumpets were entertained, and 
a man bv whom thej were supported and the cha- 
lactcr of Savage was by several persons of distinction 
asseited to be that of a modest inoffensive man, not 
inclined to broils or to insolence, and who had, to 
that time, been only known for his misfortunes and 
his wit 

Had his audience been his judges he had un- 
doubtedly been acquitted but ^ir Page, who was 
then upon tlie bench, treated him with his usual 
insolence and seventy, and when he had gummed up 
X 2 the 
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the evidence, endeavoured to cxas])erate the jury i 
as Ml. Savage used to 1 elate it, with this eloquent 
harangue : 

^ Gentlemen of the jui j*, you arc to consider that 
' Mr. Savage is aveiy great man, a much gi eater 
' man than you or I, gentlemen of thejur}’-, that 
‘ he weal s very fine clothes, much finer clothes than 
‘ you 01 I, gentlemen of tlic jur}* ; that he has abun- 
‘ dance of money m his pocket, much more money 
‘ than you or I, gentlemen of the jniy , but, gentle- 
' men of the juij’’, 1-. it not a \eiy hard case, gentle- 
^ men of the juiy, that Mi Savage should there- 
^ fore kill jm!! 01 me, gentlemen ol the jury r’ 

Ml. Savage, heanng his defence thus misrepre- 
sented, and the men who were to decide his fate in- 
cited against him by invidious compaiisons. reso- 
lutely as'^eited, that liis cause was not candidly ex- 
plained, and began to lecapitnlate what he had bc- 
loie said wuth legaid to his condition, and the neces- 
sity of cndeavouiing to escape the expences of lin- 
piisonment ; but the judge having ordcied him to be 
silent, and repeated hiu ordei s witlioiit effect, com- 
manded that he should betaken from the bar by force. 

The jury then heard the opinion of the judge, that 
good chaiaeteis w'ere of no weight against positive 
evidence, though they might tuin the scale w’heie it 
was doubtful , and that though, when two men at- 
tack each othei, the death of either is only man- 
slaughtei . but wdiere one is the aggressor, as 111 the 
case before them, and, m pui suance of his first at- 
tack, kills the othei, the law supposes the action, 
however sudden, to be malicious They then deli- 
berated upon then verdict, and determined that 

Ml. 
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Mr Savage and Mr Gregory vv ere guilty of murder 
and Mr Merchantj vho had no swordj only of 
manslaughter 

Thus ended this memorable trial, which lasted 
eight hours Mr Savage and Mr Gregory were 
conducted bach to prison, v\here thej were more 
closely confined, and loaded w ith irons of fifty pounds 
weight four days afterwards they were sent bach 
to the court to receive sentence on which occasion 
Mt Savage made, as f ir as it could be retained m 
memory, the following speech 

It IS now, my Lord, too late to offer any tiling 
by way of defence or vindication nor can we ev 
pect from your Lordships, m tins court, but the 
“ sentence which tlie law requires }ou, as judges, to 
" pronounce against men of our calamitous con- 
dition —But we are also persuaded, that as mere 
men, and out of this scat of rigorous justice, jou 
“ are susceptive of the tender passions, and too hu- 
mane not to commiserate the unhappv situation 
of those, whom the law sometimes perinps — 
exacts — fiom )ou to pronounce upon No doubt 
you distinguish between oflcnccs which uise out 
of premeditation, and a disposition habituated to 
“ vice 01 immorality, and transgressions, which are 
“ the unhappy and unforeseen effects of casual ab 
sence of reason, and sudden impulse of passion 
“ we therefore hope you will contubute all you can 
to an extension of that merev, which the gentle- 
men of the jury have been pleased to shew Mr 
Merchant, who (allowing ficts as sworn against us 
by the evidence) has led us into this our calamity 
I Jiope this will not be consfiued as if vve meant 
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to reflect upon that gentleman, or remove any thing 
fiom us upon him, oi that we lepine the more at 
“ our fate, because he has no paitieipalion of it: No, 
'^myLoid! For my pait, I declare nothing could 
moic soften my gi lei, than to be without any com- 
panion in so great a inisfoitune 
Mr Savage liad now no iiojies of life, but from 
the ineicy ot the crown, wliicli was \eiy earnestly 
solicited by his fi lends, and which, Avith whatever 
difficulty the stoiy may obtain belief, was obstructed 
only by Ins mother 

To piejudice the queen against him, she made use 
of an incident, w’hich was omitted in the order of 
time, that it might be mentioned together w'lth the 
puipose wdiich it w'as made to serve. Mr Savage, 
when he had discovered his biith, had an incessant 
desire to speak to his mother, w'ho ahvays avoided 
him in publick, and lefused him admission into her 
house One evening walking, as it was his custom, 
in the stieet that she inhabited, he saw' the dooi of 
her house by accident open, he cnteicd it, and, 
finding no person in tlie passage to hinder him, w'cnt 
up stalls to salute hei. She discoveicd him befoie 
he entered her chambei, alaimed the family with the 
most distressful outciies, and, w'hcn she had by her 
screams gatheied them about hei, oideicd them to 
diive out of the house that villain, w'ho had foiced 
himself in upon hei, and endeavouied to murdei hei. 
Savage, who had attempted with the most submissive 
tenderness to soften liei i age, heai ing her utter so 
detestable an accusation, thought it piudent to retiie; 


and, 
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and, I believe, ne\cr attempted aftemirds to spealw 
to her 

Bu^ sboebed as lie was with her falsehood and 
her cruelty, he imagined that she intended no other 
use of her he, than to set herself free from his em- 
braces and solicitations, and was \ery lar from sus- 
pecting that she would ti ensure it m her nieniorj as 
an instrument ol future wickedness, or tint she 
would endeavour for this fictitious assault to tteprwe 
him of his life 

But when the Queen was solicited for his pardon, 
and informed of the severe treatment which he Iiad 
suffered from Ins judge, shean«weied, tint, however 
unjustifiable might be the manner of his trial, or 
whatever extenuation the action for which he was 
condemned might admit, «he could not think tint 
man a proper object of the Kings mere), who had 
been capable of enteiing lii» mothers house m the 
night, with an intent to murder her 

By whom this atrocious calumny had been trans- 
mitted to the Queen whether ‘she tint invented had 
t|ie front to relate it whetliei '•lie found any one 
weak enough to credit it, or corrupt enough to con- 
cur with hei in her hateful dc«;ign , I know not but 
methods had been tal en to persuade the Queen so 
strongly of the truth of it, tint she for a long time 
refused to hear an> one of tlio'^e who petitioned for 
his life 

Thus had Savage peiished b} the evidence of a 
bawd, a strUmpet, and Ins inothci, had not justice 
and compassion piocured him an advocate of rink 
too great to be rejected unheani, and ot v irtue too 
eminent to be lieard witliout being believed His 

merit 
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mei it and his calamities happened to reach the ear 
of the Countess of Hertfoid, who engaged in his 
support with all the tenderness that is excited by 
pity, and all the zeal which is kindled b}" generosity ; 
and, demandmjr an audience of the Oueen, laid be- 
foie her the whole senes of his mother’s cruelty, ex- 
posed the improbability of an accusation by which he 
was chars^ed with an intent to commit a minder that 
could produce no advantage, and soon convinced her 
how little his former conduct could desene to be 
mentioned as a reason foi extraoidmaiy seventy. 

The inteiposition of this Lady was so successful, 
that he was soon after admitted to bail, and, on the 
gtli of March, 172S, pleaded the King’s paidon. 

It is natural to enquire upon wdiat motives his 
mother could persecute him m a manner so outra- 
geous and implacable; for what reason she could 
employ all the arts of malice, and all the snares of 
palumny, to take aw a)’" the life of her owm son, of a 
son who never injured her, who was nevei supported 
by her expeneb, nor obstructed any pi ospect of plea- 
sure or advantage . why she w'ould endeavoui to de- 
stioy him by a he a he wdnch could not gain cie- 
dit, but must vanish of itself at the first moment of 
examination, and of which only this can be said to 
make it probable, that it may be observed from her 
conduct, that the most execiable ci lines are some- 
times committed without appaient temptation. 

This mother is still alive and may perhaps even 
yet, though her malice was so often defeated, enjoy 

She died Oct 11, 1753, at hci house in Old Bond Street, 
aged above foui-scoie R 

the 
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the pleasure of reflecting, tint the lift, nhich she 
often enclea\ourcd to dtstro}, was at least sliortenetl 
by her niatcnial offlees that ihougli she could not 
transport her '?on to the plantations, bur) him m the 
shop of a mechanic, or hasten the hand of tiic pubhcK 
executioner, she Ins ) et had the satisfaction of iin- 
bittenng all bis hour;, and forein^ him into e’xigcncics 
that burned on Ins death 

It 15 b} no means ncce<«ar} to ^grante the cnni- 
jnit} of this womans conduct, b^ pi icing it in ojipo- 
sition to tliQt of the Counters of Hertford no one 
can fail to obsene bow much more anmble it is to 
relie\e, than to opjiress, aud to rescue innocence 
from de^struction, than to de^^tro) without an injurj 
Mr Sa\agc, during liis impri‘*onnicnt, his tnil, 
and the time m which he la) under sentence of dcatli, 
behaved with great firmness and cquahU of mind, 
and confirmed hv his fortitude the ateem of tho'fc 
who before admired him for Ins abilities* riie 
peculiar circumstances of Ins life were mule more 
generallv known b) a ♦•Iiort account |, winch was 
then pubii heal, and of which “cveial tliou*:mds were 

* It npjx^ra tint dunng bu confinciurnt Ijo urolt a letter to 
bts mother >\1 jic1i h? rent to 1 lu' 0 |iliihif Cil)bc‘r lint Jt mi{;lit l>* 
transmitted to her through the inenns ijf IMr '\ilh hi bn 
I/ittcr to Cibber bt-swu— to dr-ub I ani ti j and dare 
meet It III c a min— ill that Inutlus me is the concern of inj 
fiiends and a rcconcdomcni ssitb m) inotbcr— 1 1 innot expre i 
the agony I felt when I wrote ibo letter to liir — if )ou can flnil 
decent cxcu e for ^Ilcw mg it to Mrs Oldlicid do foi Iwould 
Imc ill my fnends (and fbit admiriblchdi m pailiculir) be sa 
tisfied I base done im duty towards jt— Ur '^oung to day sent 
pie a letter moat pas lomtcly kmd R 
t Mj-itten by Mr Bcckmglnm and another genticmin Dr J 

in 
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in a few weeks dispersed over the nation : and the 
compassion of mankind operated so pov^erfully m 
his favour, that he was enabled, by frequent presents, 
not only to support himself, but to assist Mr. 
Gregory in pi ison ; and, when he wa^- pardoned and 
released, he found the number of his friends not 
lessened. 

The natuie of the act for nhich he had been tried 
was in itself doubtful , of the evidences which ap- 
peared against him, the character of the man was 
not unexceptionable, that of the women notoriously 
infamous, she, whose testimony chiefly influenced 
thejuiy to condemn him, aflerwaids letracted her 
assertions. He always himself denied that he was 
drunk, as had been geneially lepoiled Mi Gre- 
gory, who is now (1744) Collectoi of Antigua, is 
said to declare him far less ciiminal than he 
was imagined, even by some who favoured him ; 
and Page himself afteiward confessed, that he had 
treated him with uncommon iigour Wlicn all 
these particulais aie rated together, perhaps the 
memory of Savage may not be much sallied by 
his tiial. 

Some time after he obtained his hbeity, he met 
in the sheet the woman wdio had sw'oin with so 
much malignity against him. She informed him, 
that she was in distress, and, with a degiee of confi- 
dence not easily attainable, desned him to lelieve 
her He, instead of insulting her misery, and taking 
pleasure m the calamities of one wdio had brought 
his life into dangei, lepioved hei gently loi her 
peijury ; and changing the only guinea that he had, 
divided it equally betw^een her and himself. 
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Tins IS an action uliich in some apjes wouM have 
made a saint, and perhaps in others a hero and 
whiJi, without anj Inperhohcal encomiums, must 
be allowed to be an instance of uncommon j,ene- 
rosit} an act of complicated v 11 tue, bj winch lie 
at once ichcvcd the poor, corrected the viciou«, and 
forgive an cnem) b^ whicli he at once remitted 
the strongest provocations, and exercised the most 
ardent chantj 

Compassion was indeed the distinguishing qualit} 
of Savage, he never ippcarcd inclined to take ad- 
vantage of weakness, to atticl the defenceless, or 
to press upon the falling whoever was di 5 tas‘*ul, 
was certain at least of his good widios, and wlien 
he could give no assistance to extricate them Irom 
misfortunes, he endeavoured to sooth them b} s\ni- 
path) and tenderness 

But when his heart was not softened b\ the sight 
of miser), lie was sometimes obstinate in his resent- 
ment, and dul not quid I) lose the remembrance of 
an injurj lie aluaj s continued to speak with anger 
of tJie insolence and partialit) of Pige, and a sliort 
time before Ins death levcnged it bv a satire ^ 

It IS natural to enquire 111 what terms Mr Savage 
spol e of this fital action, when the d mger was over 
and he was under no necessit) ot using aii) ait to set 
Ins conduct in the fairest light lie was not willing 
todweli upon It and if he transient!) ne itioncd it, 
appeared neither to consider himself as a murderer, 
Jim as a man wholly free from the guilt of blood j 

* Piinted jii the Ute Coltcction 

f In one of Iii letteis he sljlcs it a fatal quaiTcl hut too 
well knoiTO Dr J 
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How much and how long he regietted appeared 
in a poem which he published many yeais after- 
wards On occasion ot a copy of veises, m which 
the failings of good men weie lecounted, and in 
which the author had endeavoured to illustiate his 
position, that the best may sometimes deviate from 
virtue,” by an instance of muider committed by 
Savage in the heat of wine. Savage lemailced, that 
it was no veiy just lepiesentation of a good man, to 
suppose him liable to diunkcnness, and disposed in 
his riots to cut till oats 

He was now indeed at hbeity, but was, as befoie, 
without any othei suppoit than accidental favours 
and unceitain pationage afforded him, souices by 
which he was sometimes very hbeially supplied, and 
which at other times w^eic suddenly stopped • so that 
he spent his life betvieen want and plenty , or, whaf 
was yet woise, between beggaiy and extravagance, 
for, as whatevei he received was the gift of chance, 
which might as well favour him at one time as 
another, he wms tempted to squandci what he had, 
because he ahvays hoped to be immediately supplied 

Another cause of his profusion w'as the absuid 
kindness of his fi tends, who at once lewaided and 
enjoyed his abilities, by treating him at taverns, and 
habituating him to pleasures wdrich he could not 
afford to enjoy, and which he w^as not able to deny 
himself, though he purchased the luxuiy of a single 
night by the anguish of cold and hunger foi a w'eek 

Theexperience of these inconveniences detei mined 
him to endeavour after some settled income, wdnch, 
having long found submission and mtieaties fiuitless, 
he attempted to extort fiom his mother by rougher 

methods. 
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methods He had nowj as he acknowledged, lost 
that tenderness for her, winch the whole senes of 
her cruelty had not been able wholly to repress, till 
he found, by the efforts which she made for his de- 
struction, that she was not content with refusing to 
assist him, and being neutral in his struggles witli 
poverty, but was ready to snatch every opportunity 
of adding to his misfortunes and that she was now 
to be con«!idered as an enemy implacably malicioua, 
whom nothing but his blood could satisfy He there- 
fore threatened to harass her with lampoons, and to 
publish a copious narrative of her conduct, unless 
she consented to purchase an exemption fiom m- 
fam}, b) How ing him a pension 
This expedient proved successful MHiether shame 
still urvued, though virtue was extinct, or whether 
hei relations had more delicacy than herself, and 
imagined that some of the darts which satire might 
point at hei would glance upon them Lord T^r- 
connel, whatever weie his motive, upon Ills pro- 
mise to liv aside Ins design of exposing the cruelty 
ofhismothei, received him into his funilj , treated 
bun as his equal, and engaged to allow him a pen- 
siofi of tuo hundred pounds a vear 

This was the golden part of Mr Savages life 
and for some time he had no reason to complain of 
fortune his ippearance was splendid, his expences 
large, and his acquaintance extensive He was 
courted by all who endeavoured to be thought men 
of genius, and caressed by all who valued tliemselves 
upon a refined taste To admire iNIi Savage was 
a proof of discernment and to be acquainted with 
him, was a title to poetical reputation His presence 

was 



SAVAGE 


318 

was sufficient to make any place of publick entei- 
tainment populav , and bis approbation and example 
constituted the fashion So powei ful is genius, when 
it IS invested with the glittei of affiuence' Men will- 
ingly pay to foitune that legaul which they owe to 
meiit, and aie pleased when they have an opportu- 
nity at once of gratifying their vanity, and prac- 
tising their duty 

This inteiwal of piospeiity furnished him with 
opportunities of cnlaiging his knowledge of human 
natuie, by contemplating life fiom its highest gra- 
dations to its lowest , and, had he afterwaids applied 
to dramatick poetiy, he would jieihaps not have had 
many supei 101 s ; for, as he never sullered any scene 
to pass bcfoiehis eyes without notice, he had tiea- 
suied in his mind all the diffeient combinations of 
passions, and the innumerable mixtuies of \ice and 
virtue, w'hich distinguish - one chaiactei from ano- 
ther , and, as his conception w as sti ong, his expi es- - 
sions w^ere cleai, he easily icceivcd impiessions from 
object*;, and very foicibl}’’ tiansmitted them to otheis. 

Of his exact' obsci rations on human life he has 
left a pi oof, which would do honoui to the greatest 
names, in a small pamphlet, called The Author to 
he let^ , v/heie he mtioduces Iscariot Hackney, ,a 
pi ostitute scribbler, giving an account of his biith, 
his education, his disposition and moials, habits of 
life, and maxims of conduct In the mtioduction 
aie related many secret histones of the petty w liters 
of that time, but sometimes mixed with ungeneious 
;^efiections on then biith, their ciicumstances, or 

i ' 

Punted in his Woiks, vol. II, p. 231. 
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tho e of their rehtions , nor can it be denied, that 
^ome pa«ages ire such as I'cariot Hackney might 
hini'elf liaie produced 

He ^\^s accused likewise of Iwing in an ippinr- 
once of friendship with ‘lomewhom he satiri«''d, nnd 
of malving u«e of tlic confidence which he gnined by 
n 'jecnnng kmdnL«s, to d!«co\er failings and expose 
them itinustbcconfe^'std, thitMr Savage a c'^teem 
wasnoverj certain j)0‘?«cssion, and that he would 
lampoon at one time those whom he had praise<l at 
another 

It mi} he alleged, tint fht "ame man nn\ change 
hispnntiplcs md tint he, wlio was once de«encdly 
cornu ended, ma) beafttntards «itirne<I with equal 
ju«tice or, tint tbe po t was dazzled with the ap- 
pearance of \irtuo, ami found the man whom he had 
celebntcd, w lie 1 lie Ind an opportunity of c\ imiiiing 
him more narrowly, unworth) of the jnncgjrick 
which In. Ind too liastd) bestowed and that, ns a 
f dse satire ought to be recanted, for the sake of him 
whose reputation mi) be injured, fdse pnisc ought 
likewise to be obviated, lest the distinction between 
V ice and virtue sliould be loct, Ic«t a bad man should 
be trusted upon thecicditof lus encomnst, or lest 
others should endea\our to obtain the like praises 
b) the same means 

But though these excuses may be often plausible, 
and ometimcs just, they ire verj tldom satisfactorj 
to mankind , and the writer, who is not constant to 
Ins subject, quickly sinks into contempt, his satire 
loses its force, and Ins panegynck its value and he 
IS only considered at one time as a Batterer, and as 
a calumniator at another 

To 
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To avoid these impiilations, it is only iiecessaiy 
follow the rules of virtue, and to presence an unvaried 
regal d to truth. For though it is undoubtedly pos- 
sible that a man, however cailtious, may be sometimes 
deceived by an ai tful appearance of virtue, or by false 
evidences of guilt, such ei roi s will not be frequent ; 
and it will be allowed, that the name of an author 
would never have been made contemptible, had no 
man ever said idiat he did not think, or misled 
others but when he rras himself decened. 

The Author to he let was first published in a single 
pamphlet, and afterwards inseited m a collection of 
pieces 1 elating to the Dunciad, which w'ere addressed 
by Mr. Savage to the Eail of Middlesex, in a ** de- 
dication which he w'as prevailed upon to sign, though 
he did not wiite it, and in which there aie some po- 
sitions, that the true author w'^ould perhaps not have 
published undei his owm name, and on w'liich j\Ir. 
Savage afterwai ds reflected wuth no great satisfaction ; 
the enumeration of the bad effects of the uncon- 
tiouled freedom of the pi ess, and the assertion that 
the “ hbeities taken by the wiiteis of Journals with 
“ their sujreiiois w^eie exoibitant and unjustifiable,” 
very ill became men, wdio have themselves not ahvays 
shew'n the exactest i egard to the law's of suboi dmation 
m then waitings, and who have often satirised those 
that at least thought themselves their supeiiois, as 
they w'eie eminent for then hei editary lank, and 
employed m the highest offices of the kingdom But 
this IS only an instance of that pai tiality w^hich almost 
eveiy man indulges with legaid to himself* the 
libeily of the press is a blessing when we are inclined 
See Ills VVoiks, vol II p 233, 
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to wite ngainst others, and a calamity tvl^en t\e find 
ourselves ov erborne by the multitude of our assailants , 
as tlieponer of the crown is ahvajs thought too 
great by those who sufler bv its influence, and too 
little b) those m whose favour it is exerted and a 
standing army is generally accounted necessary by 
those who command, and dangerous and oppressive 
by those who support it , 

Mr Savage was hkevvise very far from believing 
that the letters annexed to each species of bad poets 
in the Bathos were, as he was directed to assert, “set 
“ down at random for when he was charged b} 
one of his friends with putting his name to sucli an 
improbability, he had no other answer to make than 
that “ he did not think of it and his friend had 
too much tenderness to replj , that next to the enme 
of writing contrary to what h§ thought, was that of 
writing without thinking 

After having remarked what is false in this dedi- 
cation, It IS proper that I observe the impartiality 
which I recommend, by declaring what Savage as- 
serted that the account of the circumstances which 
attended the publication of the Dunciad, however 
strange and improbable, was exactly true 

The publication of this piece at this time raised 
Mr Savage a great number of enemies among those 
that were attacked by Mr Pope, with whom he was 
considered as a kind of confederate, and whom he 
was suspected of supplying with private intelligence 
and secret incidents so that the ignominy of an in- 
former was added to the terror of a satirist 

Thathevvas notaltogether free from literary hypo- 
Voi X* Y crisv - 
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Cl isyj and lliat lie sometimes spolce one thing and 
Ti’iote another, cannot he denied ; because he him- 
self confessed, that, \^hen he lived \Mth gicat fami- 
lial ity with Dennis, he wiote an epigram^ against 
him. 

Mr. Savage, ho\ve\ei, set all the malice of all the 
pigmy writeis at defiance, and thought the friend- 
shij) of Ml. Pope chea])ly pin chased by being ex- 
posed to their censuic and then hatred ; nor had he 
any reason to repent of the pieference, for he found 
Mr. Pope a steady and unalienable friend almost to 
the end of his life. 

About this time, notwithstanding his a\owcd neu- 
trality with regal d to paity, he published a panc- 
gyrick on Sir Robeit Walpole, foi which he was 
reivarded by him with tv^enty guineas, a sum not 
very laige, if either the excellence of the peifoi- 
mance, or the affluence of the patron, be consi- 
dered • but greatei than he afterwards obtained from 
a peison of yet higher rank, and moic desirous in 
appearance of being distinguished as a patron of 
Iiteratui e. 

As he was veiy far from approving the conduct oi 
Sir Robeit Walpole, and m conversation mentioned 

'' This epigram \\ as, I believe, ne^ er published 

Should Dennis publish you had stabb’d jour brother. 
Lampoon’d yom monai ch, oi debauch’d j our mother , 

Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had. 

Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad I 
On one so poor j on cannot take the law. 

On one so old jour suord jou scorn to draw, 

(Jncag d then, let the harmless monster rage. 

Secure in dulnes'?, madness, want, and age” Dr J. 


him 
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him sometihles \<ith ncrirtionj, and generallj trlth 
contempt 'as lie was One of those who «ere nltla^s 
zealous ih their assertions of the juSticfe of tile late 
opposition, jealous of the rights of the people, and 
ala-med bj the long-continued triumph of the court , 
it was natural to ask linn what could induce him to 
employ his poetrj in praise of that man who was, m 
his opinion, an enemy to liberty, arid an Oppressor 
of his counity’ He alleged, that he was then de- 
pendent upon tile Lord Tjrconnel, who was ail im- 
plicit follower of the ministrj , and that, being en- 
joined bj bim, n without menaces, to write m 
prai'C of his leader, he had not resolution sufiicient 
to sacrifice the pleasure of afliuence to that of inte- 
grity 

On this, and on many other occasions, he was 
ready to lament the misery of living at the tables of 
other men, which was Ins fate from the beginning to 
the end of Ins life for I know not wlietlierdie eVor 
had, for three months together, a settled habitation, 
m which he could claim a right of residence 

To tins unhappy state it is just to impute much of 
the inconstancy ot hi» Conduct for though a readi 
ness to complyiwith the inclination of others das no 
part of Ins natural character, jet he was sometimes 
obliged to rela'" his oostmaiy, and submit Ins own 
judgment, and even his virtue, to the government 
of those b) whom he was supported so that, if ins 
mi enes were sometimes the consequencesi of Ins 
faults, he ought not j et to be w holly excluded from 
compassion, because his faults were very often the 
effects of his misfortunes 

V 2 
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In this gay period* of his life, while he was sur- 
rounded by aflluence and pleasure, he published The 
JVandercry a moral poem, of which tlie design is 
comprised in these lines : 

I fly all puhlick caic, all ^cnal strife. 

To ti}' the still, compar'd uith active life. 

To piovc, by these, the sons of men may owe 
The fruits of bliss to bursting clouds of woe ; 

That ev’ii calamity, by thought refin’d, 

Inspirits and adorns the thinhing mind. 

And more distinctly in the following passage. 

By woe, the soul to daring action swells , 

By w’oe, in plaintless patience it excels * 

From patience, prudent clear experience springs, 
And traces knowledge through the course of things’ 
Thence hope is formed, thence fortitude, success, 
Renowm w hate’ci men cov et and caress. 

This performance was alwaj’s considered by him- 
self as his master-piece; and Mr. Pope, when he 
asked his opinion of it, told him, that he read it 
onceover, and w'as not disjdeased with it, that it 
gave him 11101 e pleasure at the second perusal, and 
delighted him still moie at the third. 

It has been generally objected to The If^'anderer, 
that the disposition of the parts is irregulai ; that 
the design is obscuie and the plan perplexed ; that 
the images, however beautiful, succeed each other 
ivithout ordei ; and that the whole performance is 
not so much a regular fabnek, as a heap of shining 
materials tlirowm together by accident, which strikes 
rather with the solemn magnificence of a stupen- 

1729 
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<!ous ruin, tlian the elegant grandeur of a finished 
pile 

_Ihis_cnticisni IS uiuicrsal, and therefore it is rea- 
sonable to believe it at ISaTt in a great degree just 
but Mr Savage was alivajs of a contrary opinion, 
and thought his drift could onij be missed bj neg- 
ligence or stupidi^, and that the vvliole plan vias 
Tegular, and the parts distinct 

It was never denied to abound with strong repre- 
sentations of nature, and just observations upon life, 
and It may easily be observed, that most of his pic- 
tures have an evident tendency to ilUistnte Ins first 
great position, “that good is the consequence of 
“evil Tlie sun that bums up the mountains, 
fructifies the vales , the deluge that rushes down the 
broken rocks with dreadful impetuositj , is separated 
into purling brooks , andlic rage of the hurricane 
purifies the air 

Even in this poem he has not been able to forbear 
one touch upon the cruelty of Ins mother, winch, 
though remarkably delicate and tender, is a proof 
how deep an impression it had upon his mind 
Tins' must be at least acknowledged, which ought 
to b thought equivalent to many other cacellciices, 
that this poem can promote no other purposes than 
those of virtue, and that it is written with a very 
strong sense of the efhc icy of religion 

But nij province is rather to give tlie^ histoiy of 
Mr Savages performances than to display their 
beauties, or to obviate the criticisms which they 
have occasioned and therefore | shall not dw ell upon 
the par ticular passages which deserve applauTe”! 
shall neither shewTlie eivcclience of his descriptions, 

nor 
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nor expatiate on the teirifick portrait of suicKle, nor 
point out the artful touches, by which he has distin- 
guished the intellectual fcatuies of the lehels, w'ho 
suffer death in his last canto. It is, however, pioper 
to observe, that Mr Savage ahvays declaied the 
chaiacters wholly fictitious, and without the least 
allusion to any leal persons oi actions 

From a poem so diligently labouied, and so suc- 
cessfully finished, it might be reasonably expected 
that he should have gained considerable advantage ; 
nor can it, without some degice of indignation and 
concern, be told, that he sold the copy for ten gui- 
neas, of w'hich he afterwards returned tw o, that the 
tw’o last sheets of the w'ork might be leprinted, of 
which he had in his absence inti listed the correction 
to a ft lend, who was too indolent to perfoim it with 
accui ^cy. 

A superstitious regaid to the correction of his 
sheets was one of Mr. Savage’s pecuhai ities * he 
often altered, levised, lecurred to his first reading 
or punctuation, and again adopted the alteration ; 
he wa6 dubious and irresolute without end, as on a 
question of the last importance, and at last was sel- 
dom ‘satisfied . the intrusion or omission of a comma 
was sufficient to discompose him, and he would 
lament an error of a single letter as a heavy cala- 
mity. In one of his letters relating to an impiession 
of some verses, he remarks, that he had, with legaid 
to the correction of the pi oof, “a spell upon him 
and indeed the anxiety with which he dwelt upon 
the minutest and most tiiflmg nicetie.s, deseivedno 
ptfier name than that of fascination, 
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Uni he sold so viluoblc n pcrforimnce for so 
siinll a price, «a« not to be iniputed either to neees- 
sitj, fay nhich the learned and ingenious are often 
obliged to submit to leiy bird conditions, or to 
avarice, by winch the booksellers arc frequently in- 
cited to oppress that genius by winch they are sup- 
ported but to that inteiliperate desire of jilcasure, 
and habitual slavcrj to Ins passions, which invohed 
him in manj perplexities lie happened at that 
time to be engaged in the pursuit of some trifling 
gratification, and, being without money for the pre- 
sent occasion, sold his poem to the first bidder, ind 
perhaps for the first jirice that w as pro])o'ed, and 
would probably hate been content with less, if Ic's 
had been oflercd him 

This poem was addressed to the Lord Tj rconnel, 
not only in the first lines, but in a formal dedication 
filled w itli the highest strains of panegj rick, and the 
warmest professions of gratitude, but by no means 
remarkable for delicacy of connexion or elegance of 
style 

These praises in a short time he found himself 
inclined to retract, being discarded by the man on 
whom he had bestowed them, and whom he then 
immediately discovered not to have deserved them 
Of this quarrel, winch every day made more bitter. 
Lord TyreonntI and Mr Savage assigned very dif- 
ferent reasons, which might perhaps all in reality 
concur, though they were not all convepient to be 
alleged by either partj Lord Tj rconnel affirmed, 
that it was the constant practice of Mr Savage to 
enter a tavern with anj coropanj that pr02iosed it, 

finnk 
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drink the most expensive wines with great profusion, 
and when the leckoning was demanded, to be with- 
out money : if, as it often happened, his company 
were willing to defray his part, the affair ended 
without any ill consequences ; but if they were re- 
fractory, and expected that the wine should be paid 
for by him that drank it, his method of composition 
was, to take them with him to his own apartment, 
assume the government of the house, and order the 
butler in an imperious manner to set the best wine 
in the cellar before his company, who often drank 
till they forgot the lespect due to the house m nhich 
they were entei tamed, indulged themselves in the 
utmost extravagance of meriiment, practised the most 
licentious froheks, and committed all the outrages 
of drunkenness 

Nor was this the only chaige which Lord Tyr- 
connel brought against him : Having given him a 
collection of valuable books, stamped with his own 
arms, he had the mortification to see them m a short 
time exposed to sale upon the stalls, it being usual 
with Mr. Savage, when he wanted a small sum, to 
take his books to the pawnbioker. 

Whoever was acquainted with Mr Savage easily 
credited both these accusations ; for having been 
obliged, from his first entrance into the world, to 
subsist upon expedients, affluence was not ^able to 
exalt him above them ; and so much wad he de- 
lighted with wme and conveisation, and so long had 
he been accustomed to live by chance, that he would 
^ at any time go to the tavern without scruple, and 
trust for the reckoning to the hbeiality of his com- 
pany, and frequently of company to whom he was 

very 
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\erj little l^nown Thiscomluct iiulccd terj seldom 
dreu upon him those inconveniences that might 
he feared b) anj other [lersoii for his conversation 
was so entertaining, and his address so pleasing, that 
fen thought the pleasure which tliej received from 
him dear! j purchased, bv pajiiig for his nine It 
was his peculiar hajipiness, that he scarcely ever 
found a stranger, n liom he did not leav e a friend , 
but it must likewise be added, that he had not often 
a friend long, without obliging him to become a 
stranger 

Mr Savage, on the other hand, declared, that 
Lord IjTconnel ** qu irrelleal with liiin, bcraiise he 
w ould not subtract from Ins on n luttir) and eatra- 
vagance what he had promised to allow Imn, and 
that his resentment was onl) a plea for the violation 
of his promise lie asserted, that he Had dune no- 
thing that ought to e>tludc him from that subsistence 
/ which he thought not so much a favour, ns a debt, 
since it was oflcrcd him upon conditions which he 
had never broken and that Ins oiilj f lult w as, that 
he could not be supported with nothing 

lie acknowledged, that Lord Ej rconnel often e\- 
^lortcd him to regulate Ins method of life, and not 
to spend all his nights m tiverns, and that he ap- 
peared desirous that he would pass those hours n itli 
him, which he so freely bestowed upon others 
This demand Mr Savage considered as a censure of 
his conduct, which he could never patiently bear, 
and which, in the latter and cooler parts of liis life, 

* lbs expression in one of his letters was that Loid TjrcQii 
net hadimolrcd his estate and thciefore poorly sought an cc 
casion to tiuarrcl with him Pr J 


was 



SAVAGE. 


nc n 
OO^ 

was BO offensive to him, that he declared it as his 
resolution, “ to spurn that fiiend who should prc- 

sume to dictate to him and it is not likely, that 
in his eailier years he received admonitions with 
more calmness. 

He was likewise inclined to resent such expecta- 
tions, as tending to infiinge his libert}’-, of which 
he was very jealous, when it was necessaiy to the 
gratification of his passions , and declared, that the 
request was still moie unreasonable, as the company 
to which he was to have been confined nas msup- 
portably disagi eeable. This assertion affoi ds another 
instance of that inconsistency of his writings witli 
his convei sation, which was so often to be observed. 
He forgot how lavishly he had, in his Dedication to 
The TVandei er, extolled the delicacy and penetra- 
tion, the humanity and generosit}', the candour and 
politeness of the man, whom, when he no longer 
loved him, he declared to be a wietdi without under- 
standing, without good-nature, and without justice ; 
of whose name he thought himself obliged to leave 
no trace in any future edition of his wi itmgs ; and 
accordingly blotted it out of that copy of The JT'an- 
dei'er which was in his hands 

During Ins continuance with the Lord Tyrconnel, 
he wiote The T lumph of Health and Bin tk, on the 
recovery of Lady Tyiconnel from a languishing ill- 
ness. This perfoimance is lemaikable, not only for 
the gaiety of the ideas, and the melody of the num- 
bers, but for the agieeable fiction upon which it is 
formed Mirth ovei whelmed with sorrow, foi the 
sickness of her favouiite, takes a flight m quest of 
her sister Health, whom she fiiids reclined upon the 
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brow of lofty mountain, amidst the ^fragrance of 
perpetual spring, iMth tlie breezes of the morning 
$porting about her Being solicited b} her sistei 
Mirth, shereadilj promises her assistance, flies awiy 
in a cloud, and impregnates the %Y'\ters of Bath witu 
new virtues, by which the sickness of Belinda is re- 
lieved 

As the reputation of his abilities, the particular 
circumstances of his birth and life, the splendour of 
his appearance, and the distinction which was for 
some time paid him by Lord T} rconnel, intitled him 
to familiarity with persons of higher rank than those 
to whose conversation he had been before idmitted 
he did not fail to gratify that cunositv , which in- 
duced him to take a nearer vi^w of those whom their 
birth, their employment^, or their fortunes, necessa- 
rily place at a distance from the greatest part of 
mankind, and to examine whetlier their merit was 
magnified or diminished by the medium through 
which it was contemplated whether the splendour 
with which they dazzled their admirers was mheient 
in themselves, or only reflected on them by the ob 
jects that surrounded them and whether great men 
v^ere selected for high stations, or high stations made 
great men 

For this purpose he took all opportunities of con- 
versing familiarly v\ith tlio'^e who were most con- 
spicuous at that time for their power or their influ 
ence he watched their looser moment^, and ex- 
amined then domestick behaviour, with that acute- 
ness which nature had gnen him, and v\hich the 
uncommon -varie^ of his life had contributed to 
increase, and that inquisitjaene^s winch must always 

be 
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be pioduced in a vij^orous mind, by an absolute 
fieedom from all pressing or domcstick engagements. 

His discernment was quick, and therefore he soon 
found m every person, and ineveiy affair, something 
that deserved attention , he nas sujiportcd by otheis, 
without any care for himself, and wa'; theiefoie at 
leisuie to puisue his obseivations 

More circumstances to constitute a ciitick on hu- 
man life could not easily concur ; noi indeed could 
any man, who assumed fiom accidental advantages 
more praise than he could justl}' claim from his real 
merit, admit any acquaintance more dangerous than 
that of Savage ; of whom liken ise it must be con- 
fessed, that abilities leally exalted above the common 
level, or virtue lefined from passion, oi proof against 
corruption, could not easily find an abler judge, or 
a wai rner advocate. 

What was the result of hli. Savage’s enquiry, 
though he was not much accustomed to conceal his 
discoveiies, it may not be entiiely safe to relate, 
because the persons wliose characters he ci iticised are 
powerful ; and power and resentment are seldom 
strangers; noi would it pexhaps be wholly just, be- 
cause what he assei ted m convei sation might, thou^i 
true m geneial, be heightened by some momentaiy 
ardbur of imagination, and, as it can be delivered 
only from memoiy, m<iy be imperfectly represented ; 
so that the picture at fiist aggiavated, and then un- 
skilfully copied, may be justly suspected to letam 
no gieat resemblance of the oiiginal. 

It may, however, be observed, that he did not 
appear to have foimed very elevated ideas of those to 
n horn the administration of affaiis, or the conduct 

of 



of parties, Ins been intmsterl , nho have been con- 
sidered ns the advocates of die ciovvn, or the guar- 
dians of the people and who have obtained the most 
implicit confidence, and the loudest applauses Of 
one,particular person, who has been at one time so 
popular as to be generally esteemed, and at another 
so formidable as to be universally detested, he ob- 
served, that his acquisitions had been small, or that 
hiscapacitj was nan on, and that the whole range 
of his mind was from obscenitj to politicks, and 
from politicks to obscenitv 

But the opportunity of indulging his speculations 
on great characters was noiv at in end He was 
banished from the table of Lord Tyreonnel, and 
turned again adriftupon the woild, without prospect 
of finding quickly anj other hai hour As prudence 
was not one of the virtues by which he was distin- 
guished, he had made no prov ision against a misfor- 
tune like this And though it 15 not to be ima 
gined but that the separation must for some time 
have been preceded by coldness, ]Jeevishness, or 
neglect, though it was undoubtedly the consequence 
of accumulated provocations on both sides, vet 
every one that knew Savage will readilv believe, that 
to him It was sudden as a stroke of tluinder that, 
though he might liave transiently suspected it, he 
had never suffered any thought so unpleismg to sink 
into his mind, but that be liad driven it away by 
aiaiisements, or dreams of future felicitv and afflu- 
ence, and bad never taken anv measures by vvhich 
he might prevent a precipitation from plenfv to indi- 
gence 



•which Ml . Savage was exposed by them, wei c soon 
' known both to his fnends and enemies , nor was it 
long before he peiceivcd, fiom the behavioui of 
both, ho>\ much is added to the lustre of genius by 
the ornaments of wealth. 

His condition did not appear to excite much com- 
piission , foi he had not alu.iys been taieful to use 
the advantages he ’ enjoyed with that moderation 
which ouerht to have been with more than usual cau- 

o 


lion preseued by him, vho knew, if he had reflected, 
that he v as only a dependant on the bounty of ano- 
thei, nhom he could expect to support him no longer 
than he endeavouied to piescrve his favour by com- 
plying with his inclinations, and whom he neier- 
theless set at defiance, and vas continually nutating 
by negligence 01 encioachmcnts 

Examples need not be sought at any great distance 
to pi O'VO, that superiority of fortune has a natural 
tendency to kindle piide, and that pride seldom fails 
to excit itself m contempt and insult; and if this is 
often the effect of hereditaiy wealth, and of honours 
enjoyed only by the meiit of otheis, it is some 
extenuation of any indecent tiiumphs to which this 
unhappy man nuiy haic been betiayed, that his 
piospeiit}’’ was heightened by the force of novelty, 
and made more intoxicating by a sense of the.miseiy 
in which he had so long languished, and peihaps of 
the insults which he had foimeily home, and which 
he might now think himself entitled to levenge. It 
IS too common for those who have unjustly sufTeicd 
pam^ to inflict it likewise in then turn with the same 

injustice. 


mjushce,' and to imagine that they h^ive a right to 
treat others as the} hive tliemfeclves been treated 

Tliat Mr Sivige was too much elevated by any 
good fortune, is generally known and some passages 
of his Introduction to TheAuthoi to he let sufficiently 
shew, that he did not wholly refrain from such satire, 
as he afterwards thought very un]ust when 'he was 
exposed to it himself for, when he was afterv ards 
ridiculed in the character of a distressed poet, he 
very easily discovered, that distiess was not a proper 
subject for mernment,' nor topick of invective He 
was then able to discern that if misery be the effect 
of virtue, it ought to be reverenced if of ill for- 
tune, to be pitied and if of vice, not to he insulted, 
because it is perhaps itself a punishment adequate to 
the crime by which it was produced And the hu- 
manity of that man can deserve no paneg) nek, who 
js capable of reproaclung a criminal m the hands of 
the executioner i 

But these reflection^, though the} readily occurred 
to him m the first and last parts of'his life, were, 
I am afraid, for a long time forgotten at least they 
were, like man} other maxims treasured up in Ins 
mind rather for shew than use, and operated verv 
little upon hife conduct, however elegantl} he might 
<5ometimcs explain, or however forcibl} he might 
inculcate, them ' 

His degradation, therefore, fiom the condition 
which he had enjo}ed with such wanton thought- 
lessness, was considered b} many as an occasion of 
triumph Those who had before paid their court 
to him without success, soon returned the contempt 
which the} had 'suffered and the} who had received 

fav oi^rs 
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favours from him, for of such favours as he could 
bestow he was very libeial, did not always remem- 
ber them. So fnuch more certain are the effects - 
of resentment than of gratitude : it is not only to 
, many more pleasing to recollect those faults which 
place others below them, than those virtues by 
which they are themselves comparatively depressed : 
but it is likewise moie easy to neglect, than to re- 
compense ; and though there are few who will prac- 
tise a laborious virtue, theie will never be wanting 
multitudes that will indulge m easy vice. 

Savage, however, was very little disturbed at the 
marks of contempt which his ill-foitune brought 
upon him, from those whom he never esteemed, and 
‘With whom he never considered himself as levelled 
by any calamities and though it was not without 
some uneasiness that he saw some, whose friendship 
he valued, change their behaviour ; he yet observed 
their coldness without much emotion, considered 
them as the slaves of fortune and the worshippers of 
prospeiity, and was moie inclined to despise them, 
than to lament himself. 

It does not appear that, after this return of his 
w ants, he found mankind equally favourable to him, 
as at his first appeal ance m the world. His story, 
though in reality not less melancholy, was less af- 
fecting, because it was no longei new ; it therefore 
procured him no new fi lends; and those that had 
formeily relieved him, thought they might now con- 
sign him to others He was now likewise considered 
by many lather as criminal, than as unhappy , for 
the friends of Lord Tyiconnel, and of his mother, 
u ere sufficiently industrious to publish his weaknesses, 
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\\liich «ere indeed verj numerous and nothing it as 
forgotten, that might make him either hateful or ri- 
diculous 

It cannot but be imagined, that such representa- 
tions of his faults must make great numbers less sen- 
sible of his distress roan)., iiho had onl) an oppor- 
tunity to hear one part, made no scruple to propa- 
gate the account ivlnch the) received many assisted 
their circulation from maliCe or rev eiige , and per- 
haps many pretended to credit them, that the) might 
with a better grace vv itlidravv their legard, or with- 
hold their assistance 

Savage, however, was not one of those who suf- 
fered himself to be injured without resistance, nor 
was less diligent m evposing the faults of Lord T) r- 
connel, over whom he obtained at least this advan- 
tage, that Ik. drove him first to the practice of out- 
rage and V lolence for he vv as so much prov oked h) 
the wit and ;irulcnce of Savage, that he came vvitli 
a number of attendants, that did no honour to his 
courage, to beat him at a coffee-house But it hap- 
pened that he had left the place a few minutes , and 
his loidship had, without danger, the pleasure of 
boasting how he would have treated him Mr Sa- 
vage went next day to repay Ins visit at liis own 
house but was prev ailed on, by Ins domesticks, to 
retire without insisting upon seeing him 

Lord Tyreonnd was accused by Mr Savage of 
some actions, winch scarcely an) pi evocations will be 
thought sufheient to justify such as 'eiring what he 
had m his lodgings, and other instances of wanton 
cruelty, by which he increased the distress of Savage, 
vv itliout any adv antage to him«elf 
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These mutual accusations were letoited on both 
sides, for Tnany years, ivitli the utmost degree of 
virulence and rage ; and time seemed rather to aug- 
ment than dimmish their resentment. That the an- 
ger of Mr. Savage should be kept alive, is not sti’ange, 
because he felt every day "the consequences of the 
quarrel ; but it might leasonably have been hoped, 
that Lord Tyiconnel might have relented, and at 
length have foigot those pi evocations, which, how- 
ever they, might have once inflamed him, had not 
111 reality much hurt him. ' 

The spirit of Mr. Savage indeed never suffered 
him to solicit a reconciliation , he returned reproach 
for reproach, and insult for insult ; his superiority of 
wit supplied the disadvantages of his fortune, and 
enabled him to form a paity, and prejudice great 
numbers m his favour. 

But though this might be some gratification of his 
vanity, it afforded very little relief to his necessities ; 
and he was very frequently reduced to uncommon' 
hardships, of which, however, he never made any 
mean or impoi tunate complaints, being formed rather 
to bear misery with fortitude, than enjoy prospenty 
with model ation 

He now thought himself again at liberty to expose 
the cruelt}^ of his mother , and thereioie, I believe, 
about this time, published The Bastard, a poem re- 
mai kable for the vivacious sallies of thought m the 
beginning, where he makes a pompous enumeration 
of the imaginary advantages of base birth ; and the 
pathetick sentiments at -the end, where he recounts 
the real calamities which he suffered by the crime of 
ins paients. 
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The vigour md spirit of the verses, the peculiar 
circumstances of the author, the noveltj of the sub- 
ject, and the notorietj of the story to nhidi the al- 
lusions are made, procured this peiformance a very 
fai curable reception great numbers ivere immedi- 
ately dispersed, and editions ivere multiplied iiith 
unusual rapidity , 

One circumstance attended the publication which 
Savage used to relate viidi great satisfaction His 
mother, to whom the poem was with due reverence 
inscribed, happened then to be at Bath, where she 
could not conveniently retire from censure, or con- 
ceal herself from observation and no sooner did the 
reputation of the poem begin to spread, than she heard 
it repeated in all places of concourse nor could 
she enter the assembly-rooms, or -cross the walks, 
without being saluted with some lines from The 
Bastard 

, This was perhaps the first time that she ever dis- 
covered a sense of shame, and on this occasion the 
power of wit was veiv conspicuous the wretch who 
had, without scruple, proclaimed hei self an adulteress, 
and who had first eudeavouied to staive her son, then 
to transpoit him, and aftenvards to hang him, was 
not able to bear the representation of her own con- 
duct but fled from reproach, though she felt no 
pain from guilt, and left Bath in the utmost haste, 
to sheltei herself among the crowds of London 
Tlius Savage had the satislaclion of finding, that, 
though he could not reform his mother, he could 
punish her, and that he did not always suffer 
alone 
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The pleasme which he received from this increase 
of his poetical lepiitation, was sufficient for some 
time to ovei balance the miseries of want^ which this 
perfoi mance did not much alleviate , for it was sold 
for a very tiivial sum to a booksellei^ who, though 
the success was so uncommon that five impiessions 
were sold, of which many were undoubtedly veiy 
numerous, had not generosity sufiScient to admit the 
unhappy writer to any pait of the profit 

The sale of this poem w^as always mentioned by 
Savage with the utmost elevation of beait, and 
leferred to by him as an mcontestible proof of a 
general acknowledgement of his abilities It was 
indeed the only production of which he could justly 
boast a geneial leception. 

But though he did not lose the opportunity which 
success g'ave him of setting a high i ate on his abilities, 
but paid due deference to the suffrages of mankind 
when they were given in his favour, he did not suffer 
his esteem of himself to depend upon others, noi 
found any thing sacred iiv the voice of the people 
when they were inclined to censure him ; he then 
1 eadily shewed the folly of expecting that the pub- 
lick should judge right, obseiwed how slowly poetical 
merit had often forced its w ay into the world ; he 
contented himself with the applause of men of judg- 
ment, and was somewhat disposed to exclude all 
those from the character of men of judgment who 
did not applaud him. 

But he was at othei times^more favourable to man- 
Lind than to think them blind to the beauties of his 
woiks, and imputed the slowness of their sale to other 


causes : 



causes either they were publi'slied 'll a time when the 
town was eraptj, or when the attention of the pub 
hclvwas engrossed b) some struggle in the parlia- 
ment, or some other object of gencial concern or 
the} wereb} the neglect of the publisher not dih 
genti} dispersed, or b}- hisa\aiicenotad\eiti«ed with 
sufficient irequenc} > Address, orindustrj, oi libe- 
rality, was a,lw ays wanting and the blame was laid 
ratherjon^n} person than tlie author 

By arts like these, arts which e\eiy man practises 
in s(5me degree, and to uhic*!! too much of the httlc 
tranqmlllt} of life is to be ascribed, Sa\*age was al- 
wa} s able to Use at jieace with himself Had he in- 
deed only made use of these expedients to alleviate 
the loss or w ant of fortune or reputation, or an} other 
ad\ antages vvUicU it is not m a man s jiow er to bestow 
upon himself, they might have been justl} mentioned 
as instances of a philo«oplucal mind, and very pro 
perl} proposed to the imitation of multitudes, wlio, 
for want of diverting their imaginations with the 
same dextent}, languish under afflictions which 
might be easil} removed 

It were doubtless to be wished, that truth and rea- 
son were umversall} prevalent that every thing were 
esteemed according to its real value, and that men 
would secure themselves from being disappointed, in 
their endeavours after happiness, by placing it onl} 
in virtue, which is ahva}s to be obtained but, if 
adventitious and foreign pleasures must be pursued, 
it would be perhaps of «:ome benefit, since that pui- 
Siut must frequentl} be fruitless, if the practice of Sa- 
vage could be taught, that foil} might be an antidote 
to folh^, and one fallacy be obviated by another 
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But the danger of this pleasing intoxication must 
not be concealed , nor indeed can any one, after liti- 
ving observed the life of Savage, need to be cautioned 
against it. By imputing none of his miseries to him- 
self, he continued to act upon the same principles, 
and to follow the same path , was nevei made wiser 
by his sufferings, nor pveseived bj' one misfoitune 
from falling i nto another. He pi ocecded throughout 
his life to tread the same steps on the same circle ; 
always applauding his past conduct, or at least foi- 
getting it, to amuse himself with phantoms of hap- 
piness, which were dancing hefoie him: and wil- 
lingly turned his eyes fiom the light of leasoii, 
when it would have discoveied the illusion, and 
shewn him, what he never -wished to see, his real 
sta^e 

He is even accused, rftei having lulled his imagi- 
nation with those ideal opiate^:, ol having ti led the 
same experiment upon his conscience, and, having 
accustomed himself to impute all deviations from the 
right to foreign causes, it is certain that he was upon 
every occasion tod easily leconciled to himself, and 
that he appeared veiy little to legiet those practices 
which had impaired his leputation The leigning 
error or his life was, that he mistook the love foi the 
practice of viitue, and was indeed not so much a 
good man, as the fi lend of goodness. 

This at least must be allowed bun, that he always 
preserved a stiong sense of the dignity, the beauty^ 
and the necessity, of vntue, and that he never con- 
tributed deliberately to spread conuption amongst 
mankind. Hib actions, which were generally pre- 
cipitate, weie often blam cable ^ but his writings, 

being 
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feeing the productions of stud}, uniformly tended to 
tiie exaltation of the mind, and the propagation of 
morality and piety 

These writings ma} improve manlvind, when his 
failings shall be forgotten and therefore he mUst he 
considered, upon the whole, as a benefactor to the 
world nor can his personal example do an} hurt, 
since whoever heais of Ins faults will hear of the 
miseries which they brought upon him, and which 
would deserve less pity> had not his condition been 
such as made his faults pardonable He may be con- 
sidered as a child exposed to all the temptations of 
indigence, at an age when resolution was not yet 
strengthened b} conviction, nor virtue confirmed by 
habit a circumstance which, m his Bastaid, he 
laments in a %er} affecting mannei 

No Mother s care 

Shielded m} infant innocence with pra}ei , 

No Father s guardian hand m} }outh maintain d, 
Call d forth iti} uitues, or trom ice restrain d 

The Bastaid, however itinight pro\okeorinortif} 
Ins mother, could not be expected to melt her to 
compassion, so that he wns stdl undei the same want 
of the necessaries of life , and he therefore exerted 
all the interest which his wit, or his birth, or his 
misfortunes, could procure, to obtain, upon the 
death of Eusden, the place of Poet Laureat, and 
prosecuted his application with so much diligence, 
that the King pubheUy declared it his intention to 
bestow it upon him , but such was the fate of Savage,' 
that even the King, when he intended his advan- 
tage, was disappointed in his schemes for the Lord 

Cham- 
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Chambeilain, who has the disposal of the Iniiielj af, 
one of the appendages of his office, either did not 
know the King’s design, or did not apjnove it, or 
thought the nomination of the Lain eat an encroach- 
ment upon Ins light*', and theiefoie bestowed the 
lauiel upon Colley Cibbci 

Mr Savage, thus di‘'appointed, took a resolution 
of applying to the Queen, that, having once gi\en 
him life, she would enable him to ‘^uppoit it, and 
therefoie published a short jiocin on hci biith-day, 
to which he gate the odd title ot Volunteer Lau- 
leat ” The event of this c'^«ay he has hini'^elf le- 
lated m the following lettei, which he piefixed to the 
poem, w'hen be arterwaids mnimted it in TlieGen- 
Ticinan’s Maj^azine,” whence I have eopau it en- 
tire^ a-^ tins -vac of the few attempts m which 
Mr. Sa'\ Mge succeeded. 


“ Ml. UllBA-N, 

In your Magazine foi Fcbruaiy you publrhcd 
the last ^ Volunteei Lauicat,’ w'litten on a veiy 
melancholy occasion, the death of the loyal ])a- 
“ troness of arts and hteiatuie in general, and of the 
author of that poem in paiticiilai , I now send you 
the first that Mi Savage wuote under that title 
“ This gentleman, notwithstanding a veiy considei- 
able interest, being, on the death of Mr Eusden, 
disappointed of the Laui cat’s place, wrote the fol- 
" lowing verses ; which w’^eie no soonei published, but 
the late Queen sent to a book'^ellci foi them. The 
author had not at that time a fnend either to get 
him introduced, or his poem pi escntecl at Court ; 
yet, such was the unspeakable goodness of that 

“ Princess, 
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“ Pnnces<, tlia^ notwithstanding this act of cere- 
“ moiij w IS mnt)ng, m a ftnv dij s alter publication, 
“Ml Sarage recened a Bank-bill of hk) pounds, 
“ and a gracious message from her Majest}, bv the 
, “(Eord North and Guildford, to this effect ‘That 
“ her Majesty was highly jileased with the atrses 
“ that she took particularly hind his lines there re- 
“ lating to the King, that he had permission to 
“ write annually on the same fiibject and that he 
“ should yearly recene the like jiresent, till some- 
“ thing better (uhich was her Majesty s intention) 
could be done for him After this, he was per- 
“ mitted to present one of his annual poems to her 
Majesty, had the honour of kissing her hand, and 
“.met nifh the most gracious reception 

, ' 1 “ Yours, Lc.\ 

Such was the performance *, and such its recep- 
tion , a reception, « hich, though by no means un- 
kind, was yet not in the highest degree geneioiis 
to chain down the genius of a writer to an annual 
panegjTick, shewed in the Queen too much desire 
of hearing he- ow n pi awes, and a gi eatci regard to 
herself than to him on avhom her bounty was con- 
ferred It w as a kind of avaricious genci ositj , by 
which flattery was rather purchased than genius 
rewarded 

Mrs Oldfield had formerly given him the same 
allowance vvith much more heroick intention she 
had no other view than to enable him to prosecute 

This poem is inserted in the late Collection 
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his studies, and to «et himself above the v/ant of 
assistance, and ^vas contented with doing good with- 
out stipulating for encomiums. 

Mr. Savage, however, was not at liberty to make 
exceptions, but was ravished with the favours which 
he had received, and probably yet more with those 
which he was promised : he considered himself now 
as a favourite of the Queen, and did not doubt but a 
few annual poems would establish him in some pro- 
fitable employment. 

He therefore assumed the title of Volunteer 
‘‘ Lauieat,” not without some reprehensions from 
Cibber, who informed him, that the title of Lau- 

reat” was a maik of honour conferred by the King, 
from whom all honour is derived, and nhich theie- 
fore no man has a right to bestow upon himself ; 
and added, that he might with equal propriety style 
himself a Volunteer Lord or Volunteer Baronet It 
cannot be denied that the lernark was just, but 
Savage did not think any title, which w’as conferi ed 
upon Mr Cibber, so honourable as that the usuipation 
of it could be imputed to him as an instance of very 
exorbitant vanity, and therefore continued to w rite 
■^nder the same title, and received eiery yeai the 
same reward. 

He did not appear to considei these encomiums as 
tests of his abilities, or as any thing moie than annual 
hints to the queen of her piomise, or acts of cere- 
mony, by the performance of which he was entitled 
to Ins pension, and tlierefoie did not laboui them 
with gieat diligence, or pimt moie than fifty each 
year, except that for some of the la&t yeais he regu- 

laily 
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larlj^inserted them m “ The Gentleman a Magazine, 
by which they were dispersed over the kingdom 
Of some of them he had himself so low an opinion, 
that he intended to omit them in the collection of 
poems, for which he printed proposals, and solicited 
subscriptions nor can it seem 'strange, that, being 
confined to the same subject, he should be at some 
times indolent and at others unsuccessful , that he 
should sometimes delay a disagreeable task till it 
was too late to perform it well or that he should 
sometimes repeat the same sentiment on the same 
occasion, or at others be misled bj an attempt 
after noveltj to ' forced conceptions and far-fetchW 
images , ' 

He wrote mdted with a double intention, which 
supplied him with some variety for his business 
was, to praise the Queen for the favours which he 
had received, and to complain to her of the delay of 
those which she had promised in'some of his pieces, 
therefore, gratitude is predominant, and m some dis- 
content in some, he represents hira^elf as happy in 
her patronage , and, in others, as dicon'olate to find 
himself neglected no n i 

Her promise, like other promises made to this 
unfortunate man, was never performed, though liei 
took sufficient Care that it should not, be forgotten 
The publication of Ins “ Volunteer Laureat pro- 
cured him no other reward than a regular remittance 
of fifty pounds , , 

He was not so depressed by his disappointments as 
to neglect any opportunity that was offered of ad- 
aancmg Ips interest When tlieJPrmci. s Anne was 

married. 
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inairicclj he m rote a poem ' iipon her departuic, 
only, as he clecldrecl^ because it uas cxpectetl from 

him/’ and he wa*; not \Mlhng to bar his own pio- 
spects by any ajipearanc'^ of neglect. 

He never mentioned any ad\ antage gained by this 
poem, or any legaid tliat was ])aid to it, and there- 
fore it I's likely tliat it was considered at couit as an 
act of duty, to which lie was obliged by his depen- 
dence, and w'hich it w'as thcrcloie not necessayy to 
rew’aid by any new' favour * 01 perhaps the Queen 
leally intended his ad\anccment, and therefore 
thought it supei fluous to lavish presents upon a man 

whom she intended to establish for hie. 

« 

About this time not only his liojies were 111 danger 
of being fiustrated, but his pension likewise of being 
obstiucted, by an accidental calumny. The writer* 
of “The })aily Couiant,” a paper then published 
iindei the diiection of the ministry, chaiged him 
with a Clime, w'hich, though notvei}^ great m itself, 
would have been lemaikably invidious in him, and 
might veiy justly have incensed the Queen against 
him. He w'as accused by name of influencing elec- 
tions against the court, by appeal ing at the head of a 
tory mob , nor did the accusei fail to aggi avate his 
crime, by repiesentmg it as the effect of the most 
atrocious ingiatitude, and a kind of rebellion against 
the Queen, who had fiist pieseived him fiom an in- 
famous death, and afteiwaids distinguished him by 
her favoui, and suppoitcd him by hei charity. The 
charge, as it w'as open and confident, w'as likewise 
by good foi tune very paiticular The place of the 

Punted in the late Collection. 
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transaction was inentibned, and the n hole ‘series of 
the rioters conduct rehtcd This exactness made 
Mr Savages vindication ea'jv for he nuerhadm 
his life seen the place which wab declared to be tlie 
scene of Ins wickedness, nor ever had been present m 
an} town when its repre'^enfatu es were chosen Tins 
answer he therefore made Iiaste to publish, witli all 
the circumstances necessai^ to make it credible , and 
V ery rea’^onably demanded, that the accusation should 
be retracted in the same paper, that he might no 
longer sutler the imputation of sedition and ingrati- 
tude Tins demand was likewise pressed by him m 
a private letter to the author of the paper, who, 
eithtr trusting to the protection of tJiose whoce de- 
fence he had undertaken, or ha\ ing entertained some 
personal malice against T^Ir Savage, or fearing lest, 
by retracting so confident an a ‘^ertion, he should 
impair the credit of Ins paper, relumed to give him 
that satisfaction 

Mr Savage tliercforc thought it necessary, to his 
own vindication, to prosecute him m tlie Kings 
Bench but as he did not find an} ill eflccts from 
the accusation, having sulhcient!^ cliared his inno- 
cence, be thought an} farllier pioccdurc would havai 
the appearance ot itvenge and tlitrcfore willingly 
dropped at 

He saw soon afterwards a process commenced in 
the same court against him«elf, on m information m 
which he was accused of writing and publishing an 
obscene pamphlet 

It was alwa}*; Mi Savages desne to be distin- 
guished and, when an} controverts} became popu- 
lar, he never wanted ome reason for engaging in it 

with 
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with great aidour, and appearing at the head of the 
paity which he had chosen. A*, he was never ccle- 
biated foi his piudcnce, he Iiad no sooner taken his 
side, and infoimed himself of the chief topiclcs of 
the dispute^ than he took all opjiortiinitics of assert- 
ing and propagating his piinciples, ^Mthout miicli 
icgaid to his o\Mi interest, or any other visible design 
than that of di awing upon himself the attention of 
mankind 

The dispute betu cen the Bishop of I./)ndon and 
the Chancellor is well know n to have been for some 
time the chief topick of political conveisation ; and 
theiefore Mr Savage, in piiisuance of his chaiactcr, 
•endeavouied to become conspicuous among the con- 
troveitists w’lth which eveiy cofTce-house was filled 
on that occasion He was an indefatigable opjioscr 
of all the claims of ecclesiastical powder, though he 
did not know’ on what they w'eie founded, and was 
tlierefoic no friend to the Bi'^hop of London But he 
had another leason for appe.uing as a warm advo- 
cate for Di Bundle; foi he was the fiiend of i\Ir. 
Foster and Mi. Thomson, who were the fi lends of 
Mr. Savage 

Thus remote was his interest in the question, 
which, however, as he imagmcd, conceincd him so 
nearly, that it was not sufficient to haiangue and 
dispute, bat necessaiy likewise to write upon it 

He therefore engaged ivith great ardour m a new’ 
poem, called by him, The Piogiess of a Divnne;’’ 
in which he conducts a piofiigate piicst, by all the 
gradations of wickedness, fiom a poor cuiac}^ m the 
country to the highest pi efei ments of the Church ; 
and desciibes, with that hiimoui which was natural to 

him 
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hirp, and that knowledge whicli was extended to nil 
the duersities of hnman life, his beha\iotir in every 
station and insinuates, that this priest, thus ac- 
complished, found at last a patron m the Bishop of 
London 

When he w as a«5ked, by one of his friends, on w hat 
pretence he could charge tlie Bishop with such an 
action he had no moie to say than that he had 
only inverted the accusation, and that he thought 
it reasonable to believe that he who obstructed the 
rise of a good man without reason, would for bad 
reasons promote the exaltation of a Milam 

The clergy were universally provoked by this sa- 
tire , and Savage, who, as was his constant practice, 
had set his name to his performance, was censured 
in ‘‘The Weekly Miscellany* with seventy, which 
he did not seem inclined to forget 

But 

* A short satire likewise published jn the same paper ^ 
wluch were the following lines 

For cruel muider doomd to hanpen death 
Savage b) ufval grace prolong d Ins breath. 

Well might \ou tlunk he sjicnt his futurcyeaxff 
In pmjer and fasting and repentant tears 
— But O vain hope ’—the truly Savage cne» 

Priests and their slavish doctrines I despise 
Shall I 

‘ Who bj free thinking to free action fir d 
In midnight brawls a deathless name acquir d 
Now stoop to learn of ecclesiastic men ? — 

No arm d with rhjTne at priests I U take my aim 
Though prudence bids me murder but their fame 

WaSKLY MiSCfiLlAVi 
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But a leiuin of invective was not tbought a siifll- 
cient punishment The Couit of King’s Bench was 
theiefoie moved against him; and he was obliged to 
return an answer to a charge of obscenity. It was 
urged in his defence, that obscenity was ciiminal 
when it was intended to promote the piactice of 
vice , but that Mr Savage had only inti oduced obscene 

An answer was published m Tlie Gentleman’s Magazine,” 
wiilten by an unknown hand, fiom winch the foUoiving lines 
are selected 

Tiansfoim’d by thoughtless lagc, and midnight winc> 
From malice fiee, and push’d without design, 

In equal biawl if Saiage lung d a thrust. 

And bi ought the jouth d wctim to the dust. 

So stiong the hand of accident appeals. 

The loyal hand fiom guilt and ^engeance cleais. 

Instead of wasting all thy futuie y cal’s, 

“■ Savage in prayei and lamicpcntant tcais,” 

E\eit thy pen to mend a Mcious age, 

To cuib the piicst, and sink lys high-church lage , 

To shoAV what fiauus the licly ^tstmcnts hide. 

The nests of av’iice, lust, and pedant piide 
Then change the =cene, let nient 1 lightly shine. 

And round the patiiot twist the waeath divine, 

Hie lieav’nly guide deliver down to fame, 

In weh-tun’d lays tiansnut a Fostci s name , 

Touch ev’iy passion with haimonious ait. 

Exalt the genius, and conect the heait 
Tlius futuie tunes shall io\al giace extol , 

Thus polish’d lines thy picsent lame emol 
But gi ant 

Mahciousl) that Savage plung’d the steel. 

And made the youth ita shinuig vengeance ieel, 

Rfy soul abhois the act, tlie man detests, 

But raoie the bigoti’y in pnestly bi easts” 

Gentleman’s Magazine, May, 1735 Di J 
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ideas, \\ itli the view of exposing tliem to detestation, 
•and of amending the age by sliewing tlie deformity 
of wickedness This plea was admitted and Sir 
Pliihp Yorke, who then presided in tint court, dis*- 
missed the information Uith encomiums upon the 
punt} and excellence of Mr Savage s writings The 
prosecution, however, answered in some measure the 
purpose of those bj whom it was set on foot for 
Mr Savage was so far intimidated bj it, tbat, when 
the edition of his poem was sold, he did not venture 
to reprint it •io that it was in a short time forgot'- 
ten, or forgotten b^ all but thobe v\hom it of- 
fended 

It IS said that some endeavoms ^vere used to in- 
cense the Queen against him but he found advo- 
cates to obviate at levst pait of their effect, for, 
though lie was never advaneed, he still continued to 
receive Ins pension 

This poem drew more infamy upon him than any 
incident of Ins life and, as his conduct cannot be 
vindicated, it is proper to secure Ins memory fiom 
reproach, by infoiming those whom he made his 
enemies, that he never intended to repeat the provo- 
cation and that, though, whenever he thought lie 
had anj reason to complain of the clergy , he Used 
to threaten them with a new edition of “ The Pro- 
gress of a Divine, it was Ins calm and settled 
resolution to suppress it for ever 

He once intended to have made a better reparation 
for the folly or injustice with vvlncli he might be 
charged, by writing another poem called " The 
Progiess of a Free thinker,** whom he intended to 
VoL X A A lead 
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lead through all the stages of vice and folly; to con- 
vert him fiom viitue to ^Ylckednes';, and from reli- 
gion to infidelity; by all the modish sophibtiy used 
for that purpose *, and at last to dismiss him by his 
oun hand into the other woikl. 

That he did not eKecute this design is a real loss 
to mankind ; foi he nas too \%ell acquainted nith all 
the scenes of debauchery to ha\e failed m his repre- 
sentations of them, and too zealous for virtue not to 
have lepiesented them in such a manner as should 
expose them cithei to ridicule oi detestation. 

But this plan uas, like others, formed and laid 
aside, till the vigour of his imagination was spent, 
and the effervescence of invention had subsided , but 
soon gave ivay to some other design, which pleased 
by its novelty for a while, and then was neglected 
like the former. 

He was still in his usual exigencies, having no cer- 
tain suppoit but the pension allowed him by the 
Queen, which, though it might have kept an exact 
ceconomist ti om ivant, was veiy far from being suffi- 
cient for Ml Savage, w ho had never been accustomed 
to dismiss any of his appetites w itliout the gi atifi- 
cation which they solicited, and wdioni nothing but 
want of money withheld fiom partaking of eveiy 
pleasuie that fell within his view. 

His conduct w’lth legaid to his pension was very 
paiticular. No sooner had he changed the bill, than 
he vanished fiom the sight of all his acquaintance, \ 
and lay for some time out of the reach of all th^ 
enqmiies that friendship oi curiosity could make 
after him. At length he appealed again pennyless as 
■ before. 
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before, but never informed e^en those wTiom he 
seemed to regnrd most, \\here he had been nor was 
his retreat ever disco\ered 

This was Ins constant practice dunng'-the-ivhole 
time that he received the pension from the Queen *' 
he regularly disappeared and returned He, indeed, 
affirmed that he retiretl to slud^, and that the money 
supported him m solitude for man^ months but his 
friends dechied, tint the short time m which it was 
spent sufficiently confuted his own account of his 
conduct ! 

His politeness and Ins wit still raised him friends, 
who were desirous of setting him at length free from 
that indigence bj which lie had been Intherto op- 
pressed and tlierefoie solicited Sir Robert Walpole 
m his tavour w ith so much earnestness, that they 
obtained a promise of the next place that ehould 
become vacant, not exceeding two hundred pounds 
a jear This promise was made wth an uncom- 
mon declaration, “ that it was not the promise of 
a minister to a petitioner, but of a friend to his 
friend 

Mr Saiage now concluded himself set at ease 
for e\er, and, as lie obseives in a poem written on 
that incident of’his life, trusted and was trusted 
but soon found that his confidence was ill grounded, 
and this friendl} promise was not inviolable He 
spent a long time m solicitations, and at last despaired 
and desisted 

He did not indeed deny that he had given the 
minister some reason to behe\e that he should not 
strengthen his own interest by advancing him, for he 
had taken care to distinguish himself in coffee houses 
KA3 as 
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as an advocate for the miinstr}’- of the last years of 
Queen Anne, and ^^as always ready to ju^liiythe 
conc^uct, and exalt the chaiacter, of Lord Boling- 
broke, vhoni he mentions n ith gieat icgaul in an 
Epistle upo Authois, nhich he wiote about that 
time, but was too vise to pnlilish, and of winch only 
some fiagmcnts li.ue appeared, inserted In him in 
the “ Magazine” after his retiiement. 

To despan nas not, honcvei, the ehaiactci of 
Savage; wlien one pationage failed, he had iccoin^e 
to anothei 'I he Pi nice nas non cxtiemely popular, 
and had veiy lihcially leuardcd the meiit of some 
wiiteis nhom INIr. Savage did not think supciioi to 
himself, and theiefore lie lesoUed to addiess a poem 
to him. 

For this purpose he made choice of a subject 
which could legal d only,peisons of the highest rank 
and gicatest aflluence, and which was tlieiefoie^pro- 
per 'foi a poem intended to procure the patronage 
of a pi nice; and, haiing letiied for some time to 
Bichmond, that he might piosecute his design m 
lull tianquillitv, without the temptations of pleasure, 
oi tiie solicitations of cieditois, b}’’ nhich his medi- 
tations ncie in equal dangci of being disconcei ted, 
,he produced a pochii “On Pnblick Spint, nith le- 
“ gard to Publick Works ” 

The plan of tins poem is \eiy extensive, and com- 
prises a multitude ot topicks, each of which might 
luniish matter sufficient foi a long pei formance, and 
of nliich some have already employed more eminent 
writers , but as 'he was perhaps not fully acquainted 
with the whole extent of his own design, and was 
wuimig to obtiai) a supply of wants too pies'sing to 

admit 
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admit of long or accur'ite enquiries, he passes negli- 
gently o^er many pubhck work§, s\hich, "even m 
ins onn opinion, deserved to be moie elaborately 
treated' ’ f " 

But, though he may sometimes disappbmt his 
reader by {transient touches upon these subjects, 
nhich ha\e often been considered, and theiefoie 
naturally raise e\pectations, he must be allmved 
ampl} to ^compensate his omissions, by evpatnting, 
in thelconclusion of his \Nork, ujxni a 1 ind of bene- 
ficence not jet celebrated bj anj ertnnent ' poet, 
though it noir appeals moie susceptible of fembellish- 
nient^,’ more adapted to^e\alt the ideas, and 'iffect 
the passions than many of those >\hich Inve hitherto 
been thoughbmost uorthy of Ihe onnment* of verse 
Ihe seitlement of colortics m uninhabited countries, 
the establishment of 'those insecurity, whose mis- 
fortunes have made their own country no longer 
pleasing oi safe, the acquisition of property without 
injury to an>, the appropiiation of tlie waste and 
luxuriant bounties of natuie, and the enjovinent of 
those gifts which Heaven Ins <:cattered upon regions 
uncultivated and unoccupied, cannot be considered 
without gwiwg rise to a great number of pleasing 
ideas, and bewildering tho^imagmatioa in delightful 
prospects and, theretore, w Iiatever sjieeulations they 
maj produce in those who have confined themselves 
to politic il studies, iiatuiallj fixed the attention, and 
excited the applause, of a poet The politician^ when 
lie considers men diiven into btliLj cJuntiieS for 
shelter, and obliged to retire to foiests and deserts 
and pass their lives, and fix their postentj, m the 
remotest comers of the world, to avoid those liard- 
■> ships 
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ships which they suffer or fear in their native place, 
play very pi operly enquire, w hy the legislature does 
not provide a remedy for these miseries, rather than 
encourage an escape from them He may conclude 
that the flight of every honest man is a loss to the 
community, that those who aie unhappy without 
guilt ought to be relieved; and the life, vhich is 
overburthened by accidental calamities, set at ease 
by the care of the pubhck , and that those, who 
have by misconduct forfeited their claim -to favour, 
ought rather to be made useful to the society .which 
they have injured, than be driven from it. ;iJ3ut 
the poet IS employed in a more pleasing undei taking 
than that of proposing laws which, however just or 
expedient, will never be made., oi endcavoui mg to 
1 educe to rational schemes of -government societies 
which were foimed by chance^ and aie conducted 
by the private passions of -those who pieside in 
them He guides the unhappy fugitive, from want 
and persecution, to plenty, quiet, and security, and 
seats him in scenes of neacelul solitude, and undis- 
tuibed repose , ^ . 

Savage has not forgotten, amidst the pleasing sen- 
timents which this prospect of retirement suggested 
to him, to censure those crimes which have been 
generally committed by the discoveiers of new re- 
gions, and to expose the enoi mous wickedness of 
making war upon barbaious nations because they 
cannot resist, and of invading countries because they 
are fruitful, of extending navigation onlj^ to pro- 
pagate vice, and of visiting distant lands only to fay 
them waste He has asseited the natural equality 
or mankind, and endeavoaied to suppress that pride 

which 
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•which inclines men to imagine that right is the con- 
sequence of power 

His description of the vinous miseries which 
force men to seek for lefuge in distant countnes, 
affords another instance of his proficiency in the 
important and extensive study of human life and 
the tenderness with w hich he recounts them, another 
proof of his humanity and bene\oIence 

It IS observable that the close of this poem dis- 
covers a change which expenence had made in Mr 
Savages opinions In a poem written by him m his 
youth, and published in his Miscellanies, he declares 
ins contempt of the contracted Mews and narrow 
prospects of the middle state of life, and declares his 
resolution either to tower like the cedar^ or be tram- 
pled like the shrub but m this poem, though ad- 
dressed to a prince, he mentions this state of life as 
comprizing tho<e who ought most to attract reward^ 
those who merit most tlic confidence of power, and 
the familiarity of greatness and, accidentally men- 
tioning this passage to one of his friends, declared, 
iliat in his opinion all the virtue of mankind was 
comprehended in that sfate ^ ^ 

In describing villas and gardens, he did not omit 
to condemn that absuid custom, which prevail^ 
among the English, of permitting servants to receive 
money from strangers for the entertainment that 
they receive, and therefore inserted m his poem 
these lines 

But what the flow img pude of gardens rare. 
However royal, or however fair. 

If gates, which to access should still give way. 

Ope blit, like Peter s paradise, for pay, 


If 
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If peiquisitcd \ailets frequent stand. 

And each new uallc must a new tav demand , 

What foieign eye but with contempt sur\e3s ? 

What hluse shall fiom oblnion snatch their piaisc? 

But before the publication of his performance be 
recollected, that the Queen allowed her gaiden and 
cave at Richmond to be shewn for money , and that 
she so openly countenanced the practice, that she 
had bestow'ed the pinilege of shewing them as a 
place of piofit on a man, whose incut she valued 
lieiself upon lewarding, though she gate him only 
the libeity of disgiacmg his country. 

He theiefoie thought, with moie piudence than 
tvas often exerted by him, that the jiubhcation of 
these lines might be ofhciously repicsented as an 
insult upon the Queen, to whom he owed his life 
and his subsistence; and that the piopiiety of his 
obsei ration would be no secinitj* against the cen- 
suies which tlie unseasonableness of it might diaw 
upon him, he theiefore suppressed the passage in 
the fiist edition, but after the Queen’s death thoimht 
the same caution no longer necessaiy, and lestored 
it to the pi oper place 

The poem w’as, therefoie, published without any 
political faults, and msciibed to the Pi nice, but 
Mr Savage, having no fiiend upon whom he could 
picvailTo piesent it to him, had no othei method 
of attracting his observation than the publication of 
frequent advertisements, and theiefore leceived no 
lew aid from his pation, howevei generous on other 
occasions. 


This 
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This di'^appointment he ne\er mentioned i\ithout 
mdignation, being b) some means or other confident 
that the Prince nas not ignorant of his address to 
him and insinuated, thathf any advances in po- 
pularity could have been made by distinguishing 
him, he had not ivntten witliout notice, or without 
reward ' ' i 

He was once inclined to have presented his poem 
m person, and sent to the printer for a’ cop} with 
tliat design but either his opinion changed, or his 
resolution deserted him, and he continued , to resent 
neglect without attempting to force himself into 
regard j 

Nor was the pubhek much, more favourable than 
Ins patron, for only seventy-two were sold, though 
the performance was much commended b} some 
whose judgment m that kmd of writing is generally 
allowed But Savage easily reconciled liimsclf to 
mankind, without imputing anj defect toxins work, 
b} obsening that bis poem was unluckily published 
two dajs after the prorogation of the parliament, 
and b} consequence at a,timew]ien all those who 
could be expected to regard it were m the Imrry of 
preparing for their departure, or engaged ;n taking 
leave of others upon their dismission from pubhek 
affaiis , . )t ,0 , 

It must be however allowed, m justification of the 
pubhek, that this performance is not the most ex- 
cellent of iVIr Savage s works and that, though it 
cannot be denied to contain many striking senti- 
ments, majestick lines, and just observations, it is m 
general not sufficiently polished m the language, or 
enlivened m the imagery^ or digested in tlie plan 

Tims 
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Thus his poem contributed nothing to the alle- 
viation of Ins povei t}^ which was such as very few 
could have suppoited mill equal patience; but to 
•v\inchj it must likewise be confessech that few would 
have been exposed who received punctually fifty 
pounds a year , a salary uhich, though by no means 
equal to the demands of vanity and luxuiy, is yet 
found sufiicient to suppoit families aboie wantj and 
was undoubtedly more than the necessities of life 
require. ’ 

But no sooner bad he received bi& jiension, than 
Iiewithdiew to his dai hug privacy, from winch he 
returned in a short time to 1ns foiiner distress, and 
for some'pait’of the year generally lived by chance, 
eating only when he was invited to the tables of Ins 
acquaintances, from nlnch the meanness of Ins diess 
often excluded him, when the politeness and variety 
of Ins conversation would have been thought a siifii- 

O 

cient lecompence for Ins entertainment 

He lodged as much by accident as he dined, and 
passed the night sometimes m mean houses, \^hich 
are set open at night to any casual u miderers, some- 
times in cellars, among the riot and filth of the 
meanest arid most piofligate of the labble ; and some- 
times, when he had rfot mone}’' to sujipoi t e\ en the 
expences of these leceptacles, walked about the 
streets' till he was weaiyq and lay down in the 
summer upon a bulk, or m the nintei, with his 
associates in poveity, among the ashes of a glass- 
house. 

In this manner were passed those da 3 ’^s and those 
nights which natuie had enabled him to have em-r 
ployed m elevated speculations, useful studies, or 

pleasing 
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pleasing conversation On a bulk, m n cellar, of m 
'i glass-house, among thievesSnd beggars, vias to ba 
found the author of 7 /ie JFanderei, the mans of 
exalted sentiments, extensive views, and curious ob- 
servations the man whose remarks on life might 
have assisted the statesman, whose ideas of virtue 
might have enlightened tile moralist, whose elo- 
quence might 'have influenced *?enates, and whoso 
delicacy might have polished courts > > h 

It cannot but be imagined that such necessities 
might sometimes force him upon' disreputable prac- 
tices and It is probible that these lines iii TJic 
IFanderer were occasioned by his reflections on his 
own conduct \ / r i l (n i f > 

^ Though' mi5cr} leads to iiappmc/ss, and triilli, 
Unequal to the load tills languid 3 oiuh, * ‘ 

* ‘ (O, let none censure, ifniitnedb) gntf^ 

'I If, amidst woe, iintetnplcd by relief,) I 1 

He stoop d reluctant to loir arts of shamc^ ’ 
Which tlien e\ n then, he scorn d, and blush’d tq 
I name < ) 1 1 

Whoever was acquainted with him was certam to 
be solicited for small sums,' vthi^h the frequfendy of 
the request made m time consitlei able ^and he via^ 
iherefore quickly shunned b} tliosb' <vho were ‘be- 
come familiar enough to be trusted with his nbcf^ssi- 
ties but his ramblmg'mann^i of life, and constant 
appearance' at houses 6f publick resort, always pro- 
cured him a new successiontof fiiends, whd^e hind 
ness had not been exhausted by repeated requests ^ 
go that he was seldom absolutely without rtsouicesi 
but had in Ins utmost exigencies tins comfort, that 
he alwajs imagined lumsclf sure of ^speedy relief 

< It 
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' It was observed, that he always asked favouis of 
tins kind without the least submission oi apparent 
consciousness of dependence, and that he did not 
seem to look upon a compliance ^vlth his lequest as 
an obligation that deserved any extraoidmary ac- 
knowledgements ; but a refusal was resented by him 
’^as an afTc^nt, or complained of as an injury , nor 
did he i-eadily reconcile himself to those who eitlier 
denied to lend, or gave him aftenvaids any inti- 
mation' that they expected to be repaid. ; : . ' 

T He was sometimes so fai compassionated by those 
who knew both his merit and disti esses, that they 
received, him into their families, but the}’^ soon dis- 
covered him to be a veiy incommodious inmate ,, for,* 
being always accustomed to an ii regular mannei of 
life, he could not confine himself to an}^ stated houi 
or pay any legaid to the rules of a family, but would 
piolong his conveisation till midniglit, without coii- 
sideiing that business might lequire his fiiend’s ap- 
plication m the moining; and, /when he had pei- 
suaded himself to retiie to bed, was not, without 
equal difficulty, called up to dinner ^ it was therefore 
impossible to payhim,^any, distinction without the 
entire subversion of all occonomy,,a kmd^of establish- 
ment which, wherever he went, 'he 5'ilna}s appealed 
ambitious to ‘ovei throw, ' . ^ • 

' f t ^ i t j ' 

It must, theiefore, be acknowledged, m justifica- 
tion of mankind, that it was not alway'! by the neg- 
ligence or coldness of his friends that Savage ,was dis- 
tressed, but because it was m reality veiy difficult to 
pieseive him long in a state of ease. To supply him 
with money was a hopeless attempt,- for no sooner 
did he see himself master of a sum sufficient to set 

Inm 
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him free from care for a daj , than he became pro- 
fuse and luxurious MHien ‘once he had entered a 
tavern, or engaged in a scheme of pleasure, he never 
retired till want of monev obliged him to some nevr 
expedient If he was entertained in a famil}, no- 
thing vras nnv longer to be regarded there but amuse- 
ments and jollity J wherever Savage entered, he im- 
mediately expected that order and business should 
flv before him,fthat all should thenceforwaird be left 
to hazard,” and that no dull principle of domestick 
management should be opposed to his inclination, 
or intrude upon liis gaiety 

His distre'jses, hovvtvci afflictive,, never dejected 
him m lus lowest state, he wanted not spirit to 
asseit the natural dignit) of wit, and was always 
read} to repress that insolence which the superiority 
ot fortune incited, and to trimple on that reputation 
winch rose upon anv other basis than that of merit 
he never admitted anj gross familiarities, or sub- 
mitted to be treated otherwise than as an equal 
Onco, w hen he was w itliout lodging, meat, or clothes, 
one of his friends, a man indeed not remarkable for 
moderation in his prospeut^, left a message, that he 
desired to see him about nine in the morning Sav age 
knew that his intention was to assist him but was 
verj much disgusted that he should presume to pre- 
scribe the hour of his attendance, and, I believe, re- 
fused to visit him, and rejected his kindness 

The same invincible temper, whethei finnness or 
obatinacv , appeared m his conduct to the Lord T}r- 
connel, from wliom he verj frequently demanded 
that the allowance which was once paid him should 
be restored, but with vhom he never appeared to 

entertain 
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entertain for a moment the thought of soliciting a 
reconciliation, and whom he treated at once with all 
the haughtiness of superioiity, and all the bitterness 
of resentment. He Wiote to him, not in a stjde of 
supplication or respect, but of repioach, menace, 
and contempt, and appealed detei mined, if he ever 
regained his allonance, to hold it only by the right 
of conquest. 

As many raoi e can discover that a man is ncher 
than that he is mser than themselves, sujieiiority of 
undei standing is not so leadily acknowledged as that 
of fortune , nor is that haughtiness, which the con- 
sciousness of gieat abilities incites, borne with the 
same submission as the tyranny of affluence , and 
theiefoie Savage, by asseiting his claim to deference 
and legal d, and by ti eating those nith contempt, 
whom better foitune animated to rebel against him. 

O 

did not fail to raise a gieat number of enemies m 
the diffeient classes of mankind Those who thought 
themselves laised above him bv the ad\anta2es of 
riches, hated him because they found no protection 
from the petulance ot his wit. Those who were 
esteemed for then wiitings feaied him as a critick, 
and maligned him as a rival, and almost all the 
smaller wits weie his piofessed enemies. 

Among these Mi Millei so fei indulged his le- 
sentment as to intioduce him m a farce, and direct 
him to be peisonated on the stage, in a di ess like 
that which he then woie , a mean insult, which only 
insinuated that Savage had but one coat, and which 
was theiefoie despised by him rather than lesented ; 
for, though he w'lote a lampoon against Miller, he 
never printed it: and as no other peison ought to, 

piosecute 
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prosecute) that retengc from «hicli the person who 
was injured desisted, I shall not prcsene what jMr 
Savage suppressed , of which the publication would 
indeed have been a punishment too 'evere for so 
impotent an assault 

rile great hardships of povertj were to Savage 
not tlie want of lodging or of food, but the neglect 
and contempt which it drew ujion him lie com- 
plained that, as his alTairs grew desjierate, he found 
Ins reputation for capacity v isibly decline that his 
opinion in questions of criticism was no longer re- 
garded, when his coat was out of fashion and that 
those who, in the interval of Ins piosperitv, were 
alwavs encouraging him to great nnderta! mgs by 
encomiums on his genius and assuruices of success, 
now received any mention of his designs with cold- 
ness, thought that the subjects on which hejiioposed 
towritowerever) difheult,and were read} to inform 
him, that the event of a poem was niicertam, that 
an author ought to employ much time in the con»i 
deration of Ins plan, and not presume to sit down to 
write m confidence of a few cursor} ideas, and a 
sujiecllcial Inowledge, diflicuUies were started on 
all sides, and he was no longer qualified for anv per- 
formance but “ The \ oluntecr I aureat 

Yet even this kind of contempt never depressed 
him for he alwa}s preserved a stead} confidence 
in his own capacit}, and believed notbiiig above Ills 
reach which he should at any time earnestly endea- 
vour to attain He formed schemes of the same 1 ind 
with regard to knowledge and to fortune, and flat- 
tered himself with advances to he made m science, 
as with riches, to he enjojed in some distant period 

of 
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of his life. For the acquisition of knowledge he wa^ 
indeed fai bettei qualified than for that of i iches ; 
for he was natui ally inquisitive, and desii ous of the 
conversation of those fiom whom any mfoimation 
was to be obtained, but by no means solicitous to 
impiove those oppoi tunities that weie sometimes of- 
fered of raising his foitune, and he was lemarkably 
retentive of his ideas, which, when once he was m 
possession of them, larely forsook him ; a quality 
which could never be communicated to his money. 

"While he was thus w^earing out Ins life m expec- 
tation that the Queen would some time lecollect her 
piomise, he had lecouise to the usual practice of 
WTiters, and published pioposals foi piintmg his 
works by subsciiption, to which he w^as encouiaged 
by the success of many wdio had not a better right 
to the favour of the jiubhck , but, vvhatevei was the 
leason, he did not find the woild equally inclined to 
favoui him , and he observed, with some discontent, 
that, though he ofFeied his w'oiks at half-a-guinea, 
he was able to piocuie but a small numbei in com- 
paiison with those w'ho subscribed twice as much to 
Duck. 

Nor was it without indignation that he saw his 
pioposals neglected by the Queen, wdio pationised 
Mr Duck’s with uncommon aidoui, and incited a 
competition, among those who attended the com I, 
W'ho should most piomote his intciest, and who 
should fii st offer a subsci iption. This w'as a distinc- 
tion to which Mr Savage made no scruple of assert- 
ing, that his biith, his misfortunes, and his genius, 
gave a fairei title, than could be pleaded by him on 
whom it was confeircd. 

Savage’s 
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SaMges applications were, liowoscr, iiotunner- 
sally imsucccssrul , for 'oiiic of the nobilitj countc- 
nancwl I115 design, encounged Ins proposals, and 
subscribed «itli great libenlitj lie related of the 
Duke of CImndos jiarticularlj , tliat, upon receiving 
his proposals, he sent him ten gmiicas 

But the money vvhich Ins subscriptions aflbrded 
him was not less volatile than that vvhich he re- 
ceived from Ins otlier schemes , wlicncvcr a sub’cnp- 
tion was paid liim, he went to a tavern, and, ns 
mono} so collcctcel is ncccssarilj received in small 
sums, he never was able to 'end his poems to the 
press, but for mans jears contmiieal Ins solicitation, 
and squandered whatever he oblaincel 
Tlio project of printing his works wais frequcntlj 
revived, and ns his proposals grew ob'oletc, new 
ones were printed with ficsher dates lo fonii 
schemes for the publication, was one of his favourite 
amusements nor was he ever more at case tlian 
when, with anj friend who readilj fell in with his 
schemes, he was adjusting tlie print, forming the 
advertisements, and regulating the disjiersion of his 
new edition, which he really intended some time to 
jmblish, and which, ns long as experience had shewn, 
him the inipossibihtj of printing the volume to- 
getlier, he at last determined to divade into weekly 
or monthly numbers, that the profits of the first 
might supply the expences of the next 
Thus lie spent his time m mean expedients and 
tormenting suspence, hung for ^he greatest part in 
fear of prosecutions from his creditors, and conse- 
quently skulking in obscure parts of the town, of 
vvhich ho was no stranger to the remotest comers 
VoL X Bn But 
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But wherever he came, his addiess secuied him 
friendsj whom his necessities soon alienated ; so that 
he hadpeihaps, a more nunieious acquaintance than 
any man ever before attained, theie being scarcely 
any peison eminent on any account to whom he was 
tiot known^ or whose chaiacter he was not in some 
degree able to delineate. 

To the acquisition of this extensive acquaintance 
every circumstance of his life contiibuted. He ex- 
celled in the aits of conversation, and theiefore ml- 
lingly juactised them. He had seldom any home, 
01 even a lodging in which he could be piivate ; and 
theiefore was driven into pubhck-houses for the 
common conveniences of life and supports of nature. 
He was always leady to complj'- with every invitation, 
having no employment to withhold him, and often 
no money to provide for himself; and by dining 
with one compan)q he never failed of obtaining an 
intioduction into another. 

Thus dissipated was his life, and thus casual Ins 
subsistence ; yet did not the disti action of his views 
hinder him fiom leflection, nor the uncertainty of 
his condition depress his gaiety. When he had wan- 
dered about without any fortunate adventure by 
which he was led into a tavern, he sometimes retired 
into die fields, and was able to employ his mind in 
study, or amuse it with pleasing imaginations ; and 
seldom appeared to be melancholy, but when some 
sudden misfoitune had just fallen upon him, and 
even then m a few moments he would disentangle 
himself from his perplexity, adopt the subject of 
conversation, and apply his mind wholly to the ob- 
jects that others presented to it. 


This 
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Tins life, unhappv as it may be alieady imagined^ 
was jet imbittered, in 1738, with new calamities, 
Ihe death of the Queen deprived him of all the 
prospects of preferment with which he so long enter- 
tained his imagination and, as Sir Robert Walpole 
had before given him reason to believe that he neve\ 
intended the performance of his promise, he vv^as 
now abandoned again to foi tnne 

He was, however, at that time, supported bj a 
friend , and as it was not his custom tojlook out foi 
distant calamities, or to feel any other pain than that 
which forced itself upoil his senses, he was not much 
afflicted at Ins loss, and perhaps comforted himself 
that his pension would be n6w continued without 
the annual tribute of apanegynck /It 

Another expectation contributed Iikfewise^to sup- 
port him he had taken a resolution toavrite a «e- 
cond tragedy upon the story 1 of Sii Thomas Ovei- 
bury, in which he preserved a few lines of his former 
play, but made a total alteration of the plan, added 
new incidents, and introduced new characters so 
that It was a new tngedj, not a revival ofdhe former 
Many of Ins friends blamed him for not making 
choice of another subject but, m vindication ol 
himself, he asserted, tint it was not easj to find a 
better aud that he thought it his interest to extin- 
guish the memoiy of the first tragedj, which he 
could only do by writing one less defective upon the 
«ame'storj bj which he should entirely defeat the 
artifice of the booksellers, who, after the death of 
anj author of reputation, me alwajs industrious to 
swell his works, by uniting his worst pioductions 
with his be‘:t 

B B 2 In 
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In the execution of this scheme^ however, he 
proceeded but slowly, and probably only employed 
himself upon it when he could find no other amuse- 
/ ment; but he pleased himself wuth counting- the 
profits, and perhaps imagined, that the theatrical 
reputation which he was about to acquire w'ould be 
equivalent to all that he had lost by the death of his 
patroness. 

He did not, in confidence of his appioaching 
riches, neglect the measuies pioper to secuie the 
continuance of his pension, though some of his fa- 
vourers thougiit him culpable for omitting to wuite 
on hei death , but, on her birth-day next year, he 
gave-ja pi oof of the solidity of his judgment, and 
the powei of his genius He knew that the tiack 
of elegy- had been so long beaten, that it w^as im- 
possible to travel in it without treading in the foot- 
steps of those who had gone befoic him , and that 
therefore it wds necessary, that he might distinguish 
himself from the herd of encomiasts, to find out 
‘!ome new walk of funeral panegyrick. 

This difficult task he perfoimed in such a manner, 
that his poem ma}’- be justly lanked among the best 
pieces that the death of punces haspioduced. By 
transfeiiing the mention of hei death to her birth- 
day, he has foimed a happy combination of topicks, 
which any othei man would have thought it veiy 
difficult to connect m one view, but which he has 
united in such a mannei, that the i elation between 
them appears natmal, and ,it may be justly said, 
that what no other man would have thoiioht on, it 
now appeals scaicely possible for any man to miss. 

The 
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The beauty of this peculiar combination of images 
IS so masterly, that it is sufficient to set this poem 
above censure , and therefore it is not necessary to 
mention manj other delicate touches which may be 
found in it, and which would deservedly be admired 
in any other performance 

To these proofs of Ins genius maj be added, from 
the same poem, an instance of his prudence, an 
excellence for which he was not so often distin- 
guished , he does not forget to remind the hing, in 
the most delicate and artful manner, of continuing 
Ins pension 

With regard to the success of this address, he was 
for some time m suspence, but vv as in no great de- 
gree solicitous about it, and continued liis labour 
upon Ins new tiagedy with great tranquillity, till the 
friend who had for a considerable time supported 
him, removing his family to another place, took oc- 
casion to dismiss him It then became necessaiy to 
enquire more diligently what was determined in his 
atfair, having leason to suspect tint no great favour 
was intended him, because he had not received his 
pension at the usual time 

It IS said, that he did not take those methods of 
retrieving liis interest, which were most likely to sue 
ceed-j and some of those who vv ere employed m the 
Exchequer cautioned him against too much violence 
m his proceedings but Mr Savage, who seldom 
regulated his conduct by the advice of others, gave 
w ay to Ins passion, and demanded of Sir Robei t Wal- 
pole, at Ills levee, the reason of the distinction that 
was made between him and the other pensioners of 
the Queen, with a degree of roughness vvhicli, perhaps 

■■ di ter- 
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determined him to withdiaw what had been only - 
delayed 

'Wliatevei was the ciime of which he was accu<=ed 
or siisiiected, and whatevn influence was employed 
andinst him, he received soon aftei an account that 
took fiom him all hopes of regaining his jiension ; 
and he had now no prospect of subsistence hut fiom 
his play, and he knew no way of living loi the time 
required to tini‘'h it. 

So peculiai were the misfortunes of this man, 
deprived of an estate and title by a pailicular law, 
exposed and abandoned b}'’ a mother, defrauded by 
a mother of a fortune which his fatliei had allotted 
him, he entered the rvoild without a fiiend, and 
though his abilities forced themselves into esteem 
and reputation, he w'as never able to obtain any real 
advantage, and w'hatevei prospects arose, wcie al- 
ways inteicepted as he began to approach them. 
The king’s intentions m bis favour weie fiustiated; 
his dedication to the prince, whose gcnciosity on 
every othei occasion was eminent, piocuied him no 
reward^ Sir Robeit Walpole, w’ho valued himself 
upon keeping his promise to othei s, brett it to him 
without regiet, and the bounty of the Queen w’as, 
after her 'death, withdiawn fiom him, and horn him 
only. 

Such were his misfortunes, winch yet he bore, not 
only with decency, but with cheerfulness , nor was 
his gaiety'^clouded even by Ins last disappointments, 
though he was m a short time i educed lo the lowest 
degree of .distress, and often wanted t,oth lodoina 

. , o o 

and food At tins time he gave anotbei 'instance' of 
the msui mountable obstinacy of his spii It, his clothes 
^ were 
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were worn out and he recened notice, tint nt a 
coneo-house some clothes and linen were left for 
him the person who sent them did not, I believe, 
inform him to whom lie was to be obliged, tliat he 
might spire the pcrplevitj of icknow lodging tlie 
benefit , but though the offer was so far generous, it 
was made witli some neglect of ceremonies, whicli 
lllr Sav age so much resented, that he refu'ed the pre- 
sent, and declined to enter the house till the clothes 
that had been designed for him were tal cn away 
His distress was now pubhchlv known, and his 
fnends, therefore, thought it proper to concert some 
measures for his relief, and one of them wrote a 
letter to him, in which he expressed Ins concern 
“for the miserable witlidrawing of his pension, 
and gave him hopes, that m a short time he should 
find himself supplied with a competence, “ without 
“ any dependence on those little creatures which wo 
“ are pleased to call the Great 
The scheme proposed for this happj and indepen- 
dent subsistence was, that he should retire intoWales, 
and receive an allowance of fiftj pounds a j car, to 
be raised b) a subscription, on winch he was to live 
privately in a cheap place, without aspiring any more 
to affluence, or having any farther care of reputation 
This offer Mr Savage gladly accepted, tliougli 
with intentions very different from those of his 
friends for they proposed that he should continue 
an exile from London for ever, and spend all the le- 
maimng part of his life at Swansea but he designed 
only to take the opportunity, which their scheme 
offered him, of retreating for a short time, that he 
might prepare his play for the stage, and his other 
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Avorks for the prc';’?, and then return to London to 
exhibit his tragedy, and live upon the profits of 
bis own labour. 

With regard to his ivorks, he proposed very great 
improvements, udiich uould have required murh 
time, or great application ; and, when he had finished 
tliein, he designed to do justice to his subscribers, 
by publishing them according to Ids jiroposrds 

As ho was ready to eiUeitnin himsdf with future 
pleasuies, he had planned out a scheme of life for 
the countr}', of which he had no knowledge hut 
from jiastorals and songs He imagined that he 
should be tiansported to scenes of fiowciy felicitj-, 
like those which one poet has reflected to .mother; 
and had piojcctcd a poipetnal lound of innocent 
pleasures, of winch ho susjiected no intciruption 
from pride, or ignoiancc, or brutality. 

With these expectations he was so enchanted, that 
when he was once gently leproached by a friend for 
submitting to live iqion a sub''Ciiption, and advised 
rather by a lesolute exeition of Ins abilities to sup- 
port himself, he could not bear to debai himself 
from the happiness which was to be found m the 
calm of a cottage, or lose the opportunity of listen- 
ing, without intermission, to the melody of the 
nightingale, which he believed was to be heard from 
every bi amble, and which he did not fail to mention 
as a very important part of the happiness of a 
country life. 

While this scheme was ripening, his friends di- 
rected him to take a lodging in the liberties of the 
Fleet, that he might be secure from his creditors, 
and sent him every Monday a guinea, which he com- 
monly 
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monly spent before the next morning, and trusted, 
after his usual manner, the remaining part of tlie 
^^eek to the bounty of fortune 

He now began \ery sensibly to feel the miseries 
of dependence Tliose by whom he was to be sup- 
ported began to prescribe to him with an air of au- 
thonty, which he knew not how decently to resent, 
nor patiently to be*ir, and he soon discovered, from 
the conduct of most of his subscribers, that he was 
yet m the hands of “ little creatures * 

Of the insolence that he was obliged to suffer, he 
gave many instances, of which none appeared to 
raise his indignation to a greater height than the 
method which was taken of furmshmg him witli 
clothes Instead of consulting him, and allowing 
him to send a tailor liis orders for what they thought 
proper to allow him, they proposed to send for a 
tailor to take his measure, and tlien to consult hov/ 
they should equip him 

This treatment was not very delicate, nor was it 
such as Savages humanity would have suggested to 
liim on a like occasion , but it had scarcely dc«!erved 
mention, had it not, by iffecting hirn m an uncom- 
mon degree, shewn the peculiarity of his charatter 
Upon hearing the design that was formed, he came 
to the lodging of a friend with the most violent ago 
nies of rage and, being asked what it could be that 
gave him such disturbance, he replied witli the 
utmost vehemence of indignation, ** That they had 
sent for a tailor to measure him 
How the affair ended was never enquired, for fear 
of renewing his uneasiness It is Jrbbable that, 
upon recollection, he submitted with a good grace to 

what 
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what he could not avoid, and that he discovei ed no 
resentment wdicre he had no powei . 

He was, howevei, not humbled to implicit and 
umveisal compliance; foi wlien the gentleman, who 
had fiist informed him of the design to suppoit him 
by a subsciiption, attempted to piocure a leconcilia- 
tion with the Loid Tyiconnel, he could by no means 
be pi evaded upon to comply mtli the measures that 
weie proposed/ 

A letter was written for him “ to Sii William 
Lemon, to pieiail upon linn to interpose his good 
offices w ith Lord Tyi connel, m winch he solicited 
Sir William’s .assistance “ foi a man who really 
“ needed it as much as any man could v/ell do and 
infoimed him, that he was retiiing “for ever to a 
“ place wheic he should no moie tiouble Ins rela- 
tions, friends, oi enemies he confessed, that his 
passion had betrayed him to some conduct, with re- 
gard to Loid T3U connel, for n Inch he could not but 
heartily ask his pardon ; and as he imagined Lord 
Tyreonners passion might be yet so high that he 
would not “ leceivc a letter fiom him,” begged that 
Sir William would endeavour to soften him ; and 
expressed his hopes that he nould comply with this 
request, and that “ so small a relation would not 
“ haiden his heait against him ” 

That any man should piesurae to dictate a letter 
to him, was not very agieeable to IMr Savage; and 
therefore he was, before he had opened it, not much 
inclined to approve it But when he, lead it, he 
found it contained sentiments entirel}'- opposite to 

' ^ By Ml Pope Dr. J 
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his own, and, ns. he asserted, to the truth, ahd there- 
fore, instead of cop\ mg it, wrote his friend n jetter 
full of mnsculine resentment and waun expostu- 
lations He verj justly observed, that the style was 
too supplicntorj, and the representation too abject, 
and that he ouglit at least to have made him com- 
plain with " the dignit) of a gentleman m distress 
He declared that he would not wTite the paragraph 
in which he was to ask Lord T\rconneIs pardon, 
for, he despised his pardon, and therefore could 
not heartilj , and would not lij jiocnticalU , ask it.” 
He remarked that Ins friend made a verj iinrea 
sonable distinction between hiin'^elf md him for, 
saj s he, when } ou mention men of higii rank in 
“ }our own character, tliej arc “ tlio'^c htile crea- 
tures whom we are pleased to call the Great, but 
when j^ou address thorn “in mine, no seiaility is 
sufficiently humble lie then with great propriety 
explained the ill consequences which might be ex- 
pected from such a letter, which his relations would 
print in their own defence, and wliicli would for 
ever (be produced as a full answer to all that he 
should allege against them for he alw aj s intended 
to publish a minute account of the tieatinent whicli 
he had receded It is to be remembered, to the 
honour of the gentleman by whom tins letter was 
drawn lip, that he yielded to Mr Savages reasons, 
and agreed that it ought to be suppressed 

After many alterations and delaj-s, a subscription 
was at length raised, which did not amount to fifty 
pounds a year, though twenty were paid by one gen- 
tleman ^ such was the generosity of mankind, that 
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what had been done by a player without solicitation, 
could not now be effected by application and in- 
terest , and Savage had a great number to court and 
to obey for a pension less than that which Mrs. Old- 
field paid him without exacting any servilities. 

Mr. Savage, howevei, was satisfied, and willing 
to retire, and was convinced that the allowance, 
though scanty, would be more than sufficient for 
him, being now determined to commence a rigid 
ceconomist, and to live according to the exactest rules 
of 'frugality ; for nothing was in his opinion more 
contemptible than a man, who, when he knew his 
income, exceeded it ; and yet he confessed, that in- 
stances of such folly were too common, and lamented 
that some men were not to be trusted with their own 
money. 

Full of these salutaiy resolutions, he left London 
in July 1739, having taken leave wnth great tendei- 
ness of his friends, and parted from the author of 
this nail ative with teais in his eyes. He w'as fur- 
nished with fifteen guineas, and informed, that they 
would be sufficient, not only for the expence of his 
journey, but for his suppoit in Wales for some time ; 
and that there remained but little moie of the first 
collection He piomised a strict adherence to his 
maxims of pai simony, and w^ent away m the stage- 
coach ; nor did his friends expect to hear from him 
till he infoi med them of his an ival at Swansea. 

But, when tliey least expected, ai rived a letter 
dated the fouiteenth day after his departure, in 
wdnch he sent them word, that he was yet upon the 
road, and without money, and that he therefore 
could not proceed without a lemittance. They then 

sent 
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sent him the money that was m their hands, with 
which he w-is enabled to reach Bristol, from w hence 
he was to go to Sw ansea by water 

At Bristol he found an embargo laid upon the 
shipping, so that he could not immediatel) obtain n 
jiassage , and being therefore obliged to staj there 
some time, he with his usual fehcitj ingratiated him- 
self with many of the jiriiicijial inhabitants, was 111 
vitcd to their houses, dislinguiehe-d at their pubhek 
feasts, and treated w itli a regard that gratifieel his 
eanit3', and tlierefore casilj engaged his afllction 
He began aeiy e:irl) after his retirement to com 
plain of the conduct of his friends in I-ondon, and 
iriitated mans of them so much bj Ins letters, that 
tliej withdrew, howeser honourably, their contri- 
butions and It IS behesed, that little mote ssas paid 
him than the twent) jiounds a jear, as Inch were al 
lowed him bs the gentleman who proposed the sub 
scnption 

After some 'ta) at Bristol he retired to Swansea, 
the place originalls proposed for his residence, w here 
he lised about i jear, scry much dissatisfu d with 
the diminution of hissahrs but contracted, as m 
other places, acquaintance ssith those ssho sstre mo t 
distinguished in that countrj, among whom he has 
celebrated Mr Bowel and Mrs Tones, bj some s erses 
which he inserted in “TheGcntleinan sMaga/ine* 
Here he completed his tragedj, of sslnch two acta 
weressanting when he left London , and was desirous 
of coming to town, to bring it upon the stage This 
design wasseiy warralj opposed and he ssas ad 
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visedj by ins cliicf benefactor, to put it into tlie 
bands of iMi. Thomson and Mi iMallet. tliat it 
mififbt be fitted foi the •^taj^e, and to allow Ins friends 
to lecene the piofits., out of nbicb an annual pension 
should be jiaid him 

Tins pioposal he i ejected uith the utmost con- 
tempt He uas 1)3' no means com meed that the 
judgment of those, to nliom he v as lequired to sub- 
mit, as supciior to Ins o^^n He was non deter- 
mined, as he expressed it, to be no longa kept m 
“ leadmg-sti mgs,” and had no ele\ated idea of “ his 
bountv’, nho piojioseil to jiension him out of the 
piofits of his onn labouis” 

He attemjited m Wales to promote a subscription 
foi his works, and had once hopes of success, but 
in a shoit time altei wauls loimed a lesolution of 
leading that part of the countiw to which he thought 
It not leasonable to be contmed, foi the gratification 
ol those who, having promised Inm a hbeial income, 
had no sooiiei bimshed him to a remote coiner, 
than they reduced his allowance to a salai y scarce!}' 
equal to the necessities of life 

His resentment of this tieatmeiit, winch, in his 
own opinion at least, he had not desened, was such, 
that he bioke off all cciicspondence with most of 
his contiibatois, and ajipeaicJ to consider them as 
persecutois and oppie5=^ors and in the latter part of 
his life declared, that then conduct tow aid him since 
ins depaiture fiom London “ had been perfidioiis- 
ness improving on peifidiousness, and inlmmanit}' 
on inhumanity ” 

it IS not to be supposed, that the necessities of 
Mr Savage did not sometmies incite him to satiiical 

exag- 
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crvoggentton*? of the bolnviowr of those by \\hom he 
thought liim«elf rcclucwl to them But it must be 
granted, that the diminution of his nllomnce was a 
great hartbhip, and tint those \ Iio a\ith(lrcu their 
subscriptions from a man, wlio, upon the failli of 
their promise, liad gone into a kind of banishment, 
and abandoned all those b^ whom he had been be 
fore ^ehe^ed in his dnlres'cc, will find it no cas} taHk 
to \andicate their conduct • 

rt maj be alleged, iiid perhaps jusll}, that he 
was petulant and contemptuous that lie more fre- 
quently rfepToachetl Iiis Riibscrihers for not gi'ing 
him more, than thanked them for what he receivxd 
but' it IS to be remembered, that his comUict, and 
this is the wor<t charge timl can be drawn lip ag-im t 
him, did (hern no real injury, and that it there‘fore 
ought rather to ha\c been pitied than resented at 
least, the resentment it might pTo\ok.c ought to lu\c 
been generous and manly epithets winch his con- 
duct will hardly de«er\e that vtancs the man whom 
he lias persuaded to put himself into Ins power 
It might have been rci«:onjbly demanded by 
Savage, that they should, before they had taken 
away what they promised, Im\c replaced him m his 
former state, th it they should ha\e I il eii no advan- 
tages from the situation to whirli the appearance of 
their kindness had reduced him, and thathc Iiould 
have been recalled to I ondon before he was aban 
doned He miglit justly repre ent, th it lie ought to 
have been considered as a lion in the toil , and de- 
mand to be released before the dogs should be loosed 
upon him * 


He 
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He endeavoured, indeed, to release himself, and, 
with an intent to return to L<ondon, vent to Bristol, 
wheie a repetition of the kindness which he had for- 
meily found invited him to stay. He vas not only 
caressed and tieated, but had a collection made for 
him of about thirty pounds, with which it had been 
happy if he had immediately departed for London ; 
but his negligence did not suffer him to consider, 
that such proofs of kindness were not often’ to be 
expected, and that this ardour of benevolence was 
in a great degree the effect of novelty, and might, 
probably, be every day less ; and therefore he took 
no caie to improve the happy time, but was encou- 
laged by one favour to hope for another, till at 
length geneiosity w'as exhausted, and officiousness 
w'earied. 

Another part of his misconduct was the practice 
of piolonging his visits to unseasonable hours, and 
disconcei tins all the families into w'hich he w as ad- 
mitted. This was an eiioi in a place of commerce, 
’which all the cliaiins of ins conversation could not 
compensate ; for w'hat trader would purchase such 
ail 57^ satisfaction by the loss of solid gain, which must 
be the consequence of midnight merriment, as those 
houis which were gained at night w^eie generally lost 
in the morning? 

Thus Mr. Savage, after the cuiiosity of the inha- 
bitants was giatified, found the numbei of his fi lends 
daily deci easing, peihaps without suspecting for 
what reason their conduct was altered ; for he still 
continued to harass, wuth his nocturnal intrusions, 
those that yfet countenanced him, and admitted him 
to their houses. 


But 
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But he did not spend ill the time of his residence 
it Bristol m Mills or at laiorns for lie sometimes 
returned to his studies, and began seveni consi- 
derable di signs ^y}lUl he felt an inclination to 
nrite, he ah\a\s retired from the knowledge of Ins 
friends, and la) hid in an obscure part of the suburbs, 
till he found hnnstlf ag'im desirous of compan), to 
nliich it is liktl) that intcnals of absence made him 
more uclcome / 

He was ali\a\s full of Ins design of returning to 
I ondoii, to bring his tragedy upon the stage , but, 
ln\ing neglected to depirt with the money lint was 
raised for him, lu could not afterwanls jirocure a 
sum sufiicientto ihfray thee\ponces of his journey 
nor perlnps would a hesh supplv ln\c had any 
oilier elhet than, h\ putting iiniucdntc pleasures 
into his power, to have driven the thoughts of his 
]ournct out of his mmd 

Wink he was thus spending the day m contriving 
a stheme for tlie morrow, distress stole upon him by 
imjierceptible degrees Hi*, conduct had already^ 
weined some of tliose wlio were at first enamoured 
of Ills eomcrsation , but he might, perhaps, still 
hive devolved to otiicrs, whom he might have en 
tcrtained with equal success, had not tlie decay of 
Ins dothes made it no longer consistent with tlieir 
vanity to admit him to their tables, or to associate 
vvjtli him in piiblick jilaces He now began to find 
ev ery man from home at w liose iiousc he called , and 
was therefore no longer able to procure the neces- 
saries of lile, but wandered about the town, slighted 
and neglected, in que^t of acjinner, whicJi he did not 
^aluay s obtain 

Voi X 


Cc 


To 



I 


^16 S A V A G E. 

To complete his misery, he was puisued by the 
Tifficers for small debts which he had contracted; 
-and was therefoie obliged to withdraw from the small 
''nmnbet of friends fi om whom he had still reason to 
hope for favours. His custom was, to he in bed the 
greatest part of the day, and to go out in the dark 
with the utmost piivacy, and, after having paid his 
Visit, return again before moining to his lodging, 
which was the gariet of an obscure mn. 

Being thus excluded oh one hand, and confined 
OnUieothei, he sufleied the utmost extiemities of 
poverty, and often fasted so long, that he was seized 
‘ Vvith faintness, and had lost his appetite, not being 
able to beai the smell of meat, till the action of his 
stomach was restored by a coidial. 

Ill this distress, he leceived a remittance of five 
pounds from London, with which he pioviutd him- 
self a decent coat, and detei mined to go to L xidon, 
but unhappily spent his money at a favouiite tavern. 
Thus was he again confined to Bristol, wheie he was 
every day hunted by bailiffs In this exigence he 
once mote found a friend, who shelteied him in his 
"liouse, though at the usual inconveniences with 
which his company nas attended , foi he could nei- 
ther be peiAiaded to go to bed in the niglit, nor to 
lise 111 the day'. 

It IS observable, that m these vaiious scenes of 
tnisei’y he was always disengaged and cheerfal : he 
at Some' times pursued his studies, and at otheis con- 
tinued or enlaiged his epistolaiy cbi i espondence ; 
\ior was lie ever so far dejected as to endeavour to 
procure an inciease of his allowance by any other 
methods than accusations and reproaches. 


He 
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He Iiad now no longer any hope? of ns'sistance 
from his fnends at Bristol, who as merchants, and 
b} consequence sufficiently studious of profit, cannot 
be supposed to have looked uith much compassion 
upon negligence and tvtrivagance, or to think any 
excellence equivalent to a fault of such consequence 
as neglect of osconomy It is natural to imagine, 
that many of those, who would have relieved Ins real 
wants, were discouraged from tlie exertion of their 
benevolence b} observation of the use which was 
made of their favour^, and conviction that relief 
would onl} be momentary, and tint the same neces- 
sity would quickly return 

At last he quitted the house of Ins friend, and re- 
turned to Ins lodging at the mn, still intending to set 
out m a few dajs for London but on tlie lOth of 
January 1742-3, having been at supper with two of 
Ins friends, he was at Ins return to Ins lodgings ar- 
rested for a debt of about eight pounds, winch he 
owed at a coffee-house, and conducted to the house 
of a sheriff’s oftictr The account which he gives 
of tins misfortune, ui a letter to one of the gentle- 
men with whom he had supped, is too remarkable to 
be omitted 

" It was not a little unfortunate for me, tjiat I 
“ spent yesterdays evening witli you because the 
hour hindered me from entering on in} new lodg- 
‘ ing however, I have now got one, but such art 
“ one as I believe nobody would qhuse 

I was arrested at the suit of Mrs Read, just as 
I was going up stairs to bed, at Mr J?owyers but 
taken in so priv ate a manner, that I believe nobod} 
“ at the White Lion is appri‘:ed of it , though I let 
c c 2 the 
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the officei s know the strength, or rather weakness, 
of my pocket, yet they tieated me with the utmost 
“civility, and even when they conducted me to 
confinement, it was m such a manner, that I verily 
“ believe I could have escaped, wdiich I w^ould rather 
“ be ruined than have done, notwithstanding the 
“ whole amount of my finances w^as but three pence 
“ halfpenny. 

“ In the first place, I must insist, that you will 
industriously conceal this from Mrs S s, be- 
“ cause I w'ould not have her good-natuie suffer that 
“ pain which, I know', she w'ould be apt to feel on 
“ this occasion. 

“Next, I confine you, deal Sir, by all the ties of 
“ fiiendship, by no means to haVe one uneasy thought 
“ on my account ; but to have the same pleasantry 
“ of countenance, and umuflled serenity of mind, 
which (God be piaised^) I have m this, and ha\e 
“ had in a much seveiei calamity. Fnrthermoie, I 
“ chaige you, if you value my fiiendship as tiul}* as 
I do yourS) not to uttei, oi even harbour, the least 
“ lesentment against Mrs. Read. I believe she has 
ruined me, but I fieelj' forgive hei ; and (though 
I W'lll never nioie have any intimacy with her) I 
‘‘ would, at a due distance, lather do her an act of 
good, than ill will Lastly, (pai don the expression,) 
“ I absolutely command } ou not to ofler me any 
pecuniary assistance, nor to attempt getting me 
“any from any one of your fiiends. At another 
“ time,- or on any othei occasion, you may, dear 
“ friend, be well assured, I would rather wiite to 
“ you in the submissive -style of a request, than that 
“ of a peremptory command 


“ How- 
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“ However, that mj truly valuable friend inaj not 
“ think I am too proud to ask a favour, let me- in- 
“ treat 5 ou to let me have your boy to attend me 
“ for this daj , not only for the sake of saving me the 
“■eapence of porters, but for the delivery of some 
" letters to people vvhose names I would not have 
" known to strangers 

“The cival treatment I have thus fir met from 
“ those whose jinsoner I am, makes me thankful to 
“ the Almightj , that though he has thought fit to 
“ visit me (on my birtli-night) with afihction, )et 
‘ (such IS his great goodness!) nij afihction is not 
‘ without alleviating circumstances 1 murmur, not 
“ but am all resignation to the divine will rAs to 
“the world, 1 1 hope tliat I shall be endued 
“ Heaven w ith that presence of mind, that serene 
“ dignitj in misfortune, thatconstitutesthocharacter 
“ of a true nobleman a dignity far be) ond that of 
“coronets anobilitj arising from thejiistprmciples 
“of philosoph),' refined and exalted b) those of 
“ Christianitj r 

He continued five dajs at the oflicers, in hopes 
that he should be able to procure bail, and avoid the 
necessity of going to prison Hie state m which 
he passed Ins time, and the treatment which he re- 
ceived, are very justly expressed by him in a letter 
which he wrote to a friend “ 1 hew hole daj, sajs 
he “ has been employed in various people s fillingmj 
“ head with their foolish chimerical sj stems, which 
“ has obliged me coolly (as far as nature will admit) 

“ to digest, and accommodate myself to every dif- 
“ ferent persons way of thinking burned from one 
“ w lid SJ stem to another, till It has quite made a 

“ chaos 
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chaos of my imagination, and nothing clone - 
promised disappointed ordered to send, every 
" liour, from one part of the town to the other" 
When his friends, who had hithei to caressed and 
applauded, found that to give bail and ]iay the debt 
was the same, they all refused to jireserve him from 
a prison at the expence of eight pounds ; and there- 
fore, after having been for some time at the officer’s 
house “ at an immense expence,” as he observes in 
his letter, he was at length removed to Newgate. 

This expence he was enabled to support by the 
generosity of Mr Nash at Bath, who, upon leceivlng 
fiom him an account of his condition, immediately 
sent him five guineas, and promised to piomote his 
subscription at Bath with aU his interest. 

By his removal to Newgate, he obtained at least a 
freedom fiom siispence, and rest from the disturbing 
vicissitudes of hojie and disappointment: he now 
found that his friends weie only companions, vho 
were willing to shai e his gaiety, but not to partake 
of his misfortunes ; and therefore he no longer ex-t 
pected any assistance from them. 

It musf, however, be observed of one gentleman, 
that he offered to lelease him by paying the debt; 
but tliat Mr. Savage n ould not consent, I suppose, 
because he thought he had befoie been too hui them 
some to him. 

He was offered by some of his fi lends that a col- 
lection should be made foi his enlaigement; but he 
treated the piciposal,” and declaied^ he should 

^ In a lettei after his confinement. Di. J, 
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again treat it, \Mth disdain As tQ any 

mendicant letters, ,Iie had tpo high a spirit, and d^- 
termmed only to, write 19 spme^ m^i^pi^ters of stat^, 
“ to try to, regain his pension 

He continued to complain ^ of those that had sent 
him into the country, and objected to th^m, that he 
had lost, the profits of his plaj, vvhiph had been 
finished three years, and m another lettei declares 
his resolution to publi^sh a pamphlet, that the world 
might know how “ he had been used 

This pamphlet w as never w ntten for he ^n a very 
short time recovered his usual tranquillity, and cheer- 
fully applied himself to more inoffensive studies 
He indeed steadily declared, that he was promised a 
yearly allowance of fifty pounds, and never received 
half the sum but he seemed to resign himself to that 
as well as to other misfortunes, and lose the remem- 
brance of it in his amusements and employments 
The cheerfulness vvitli which he bore his confine- 
ment appears from the following letter, which he 
avrote, January th^ 30th, to one of his ihends in 
London 

"I now write to you from my confinement in 
Newgate, where I have been ever since Monday 
“ last was sennight, and where I enjoy myself with 
“ much more tranqiulh^ than I haveknowTi for up- 
wards of a twelvemonth past having a room en- 
“ tirely to myself, and pursuing the amusement of 
my poetical studies, uninterrupted, and agreeable 
to my mind I thank the Almighty, I am now 
all collected in myself, and, though my person is 

m 


» Letter, Jan 15 
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^^'iiTCofifiiiementj my mind call expatiate on ample 
and useful subjects ^vlth all the ficedoin iniagina- 
ble. " lam now more convcrstintnithlhe^ine than 
ever, and if, instead of a Newgate-biid,' ‘I may be 
allowed to be a bird of the IMuses,’! assure you. 
Sir, I 'sing very freely in my cage sometimes 
indeed ili 'the 'plaintive notes of the nightingale , 
but at otheis in the chceiful strains 'of tlVe laik ” 

In another' letter he observes, that he iang;cs from 
one subject to' another, 'without confining Himself 
to any paiHcular task , and that he was einplo\'ed 
one week upon one attempt, and the ne\t upon 
another. * , 

Surely the fortitude of tins' man deseives, at least, 
to be mentioned with applause , and, whatever faults 
may be imputed to him, the viitue of sufleiing well 
"cannot be denied him. The tw'o poneis which, in 
the opinion of Epictetus, constituted a wise mam 
'are those of bearing and forbearing, which it cannot 
indeed be affirmed to have been equally possessed by 
Savage ; and indeed the' want of one obliged him \eiy 
frequently to piactise the other. 

He was treated by Mr Dagge, the keeper of the 
prison, with great humanity ; was supported by him 
at his own table, without any certainty of recom- 
pence ; had a room to himself, to wdiich he could at 
any time retire from all disturbance , was allowed to 
stand at the door of the prison, and sometimes taken 
out into the fields , so that he sufifei ed fewer hard- 
ships in prison than he had been accustomed to un-> 
dergo in the greatest pai t of ins life. 

^ See this confirmed, Gent Mag vol LVII 1140 N 
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The keeper did not confine his benevolence to a 
gentle e\ecution of ins office, but made some over- 
tures to the creditor for his release, though uithout 
effect and continued, during the u hole time of Ins 
imprisonment, to treat Imn nith tlie utmost tender- 
ness and civility 

Virtue IS undoubtedly most laudable in tint state 
which makes it most difficult and therefore Uie hu- 
manity of a gaoler certainly desenes this public at- 
testation, and the man, whose heart has not been 
hardened by such an employment, may be justly pro- 
posed as a pattern of benevolence If an inscription 
was once engraved to the honest toll gatherer, 
le«s honours ought not to be p nd to the tender 
gaoler 

^Ir Savage very frequently received visits, and 
sometimes pre ents, from his acquaintances but they 
did not amount to a subsistence, for the greater part 
of which he was indebted to the genuosity of this 
keeper but these favours, however they might en- 
dear to him the particular persons from whom he re- 
ceived them, were very fai from impressing upon his 
mind any advantageous ideas of the people of Bristol, 
and therefore he thought he could not more properly 
employ himself in prison, tlnn in writing a poem 
called ‘‘ London and Bristol delineated* 

When he had brought this poem to its present 
state, which, without considering the chasm, is 
not perfect, he wrote to London an account of his 

■* The Author preferred this title to tint of Lojidon aud 
Bristol compared which when he htgan the piece he in 
tend d to prefix to it Dr J 
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design^ and informed his fiiend % that lie Mas detei-- 
mmed to punt it with hiS name, but enjoined him 
not to communicate his intention to his Bristol ac- 
quaintance. The gentleman^ smpiised at his reso- 
iution, endeavoured to dissuade him fiorn publishing 
it;, at least from prefixing his name , and declared, 
that he could not reconcile the injunction of secrecy 
v/ith his resolution to ow n it at its first appearance. 
To this Blr. Savage returned an answ er agreeable to 
his character, in the follow ing terms : 

I received yours this morning , and not w ithout 
a little surprise at the contents. To answer a ques-' 
tion with a question, you ask me concerning Lon- 
don and Bristol, w'h}?’ will I add dehneafed ^ Why 
“ did Mr V/oolaston add the same w^ord to his lie- 
ligion of Nature ^ I suppose that it was his w’lll 
and pleasure to add it in his case ; and it is mine 
“ to do so in my own. You are pleased to tell me, 
that you understand not why seciecy is enjoined, 
and yet I intend to set my name to it. My answer 
“ IS I have mj'' private reasons, which I am not 
obliged to explain to any one. You doubt my friend 
Mr. S w'ould not approve of it And wdiat 

IS it to me whether he do^s or not ? Do you ima- 
‘‘ gme that Mr S is to dictate to me If any man 
who calls himself my friend should assume such an 
air, I would spurn at his friendship w ith contempt. 
You say, I ‘Seem to think so by not letting him 
know it And suppose I do, wdiat then ? Perhaps 
I can give reasons for that disapprobation, very fo- 
reign fiom what you would imagine You go on 

I 

This fnend vas Mr Cave the punter X. 
t Ml Strong, of the Post-ofBce N 
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“ in saying, Suppose I should not put my name to 
“ ,t — My answer is, that I mil not suppose any such 
“ thing, being determined to the contrary neither, 
“ Sir, would I have you suppose, that I applied to 
“you for vvant of another press nor would I have 
“ you imagine, that I owe- Mr S obligations 
“ which I do not’ 

Such w as his imprudence, and such his obstinate 
adherence to his own resolutions, however absurd’ 
A prisoner' supported by charity ' and, whatever in- 
sults he might have received dunng the latter part of 
his stay at ISristol, once caressed, esteemed and pre- 
sented with a liberal collection, he could forget on a 
sudden his danger and lus obligations, to gratiiv the 
petulance of lus wit, or the eagerness of fais resent- 
ment, and publish a satire, by which he might rea- 
sonably eapect that he should alienate those who then 
supported hjm, and provoke those whom he could 
neithei resist nor escape 

This resolution, from the execution of which it is 
probablo'that only Ins death could have hindered 
him, IS sufficient to show, how much he dwregaided 
all considerations that opposed his present passions, 
and lion' readily he hazarded all future advantages for 
any immediate gratifications Whatever w as Ins pre 
dominant inclination, neither hope nor fear hindered 
him from complying with it nor had opposition any 
other effect than to heighten his ardour, and irritate 
his vehemence 

This performance w as however laid aside, w hile he 
vv asemployed in soliciting assistance from sevei al great 
persons and one interruption succeeding another, 
hindered him from supplying the chasm, and perhaps 

fiom 
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from retouching the otlier pait^, \\hich he can hardly 
be imagined to have iimshed in his own opinion , for 
it IS veiy unequal, ami vsome of the lines aie rather 
inserted to rh} me to others, than to support or im- 
prove the scii'^c ; but the iir-^t and la'?! part« ai e w oi hi d 
up with great spiiil and eleganre 

Ills time vas spent in the jn ison for the most part 
111 study, or 111 leceiving Msit*- • but sometimes he de- 
scended to lower amusements, and dnerted him'^clf 
in the kitchen wuth the conveisation of the ciimmals ; 
dor it was not pleasing to him to be niueh without 
compaii}'; and, though he was lery capable of a ju- 
dicious choice, he was often contented ^\ldl thefiist 
that offeied , foi this he was sometimes lejuovcd by 
his fiiends, wdio found him sui rounded with felons, 
but the rcpioof was on that, as on othei occasions, 
till own aw'av , he continued to gratify himself, and 
to set veij’’ little value on the opinion of othei s 
But here, as m cveiy otliei scene of Ins life, he 
made use of such ojipoi tunities as occuricd of hene- 
hting those who wcie moie miserable than himself, 
and was ahvays lead}' to perloim any oflice oi huma- 
mtv to his fellow-piisoneis 
• He had now^ ceased fiom coiiespondmg with any 
of his subscribeis except one, who yet continued to 
remit him the twenty pounds a yeai which he had 
promised him, and by whom it was expected that he 
w^ould have been m a veiy shoit time cnlaiged, be- 
cause he had diiected the keepei to ciiqune after the 
state of his debts 

Howevei, he took care to enter his name accoiding 
to the foims of the courts, that the creditor nnsrht 

See Gent %ol LvII 1010. N, 
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be obligctl to nnkc him ^omc 'illoiMncc, if he 
continued a prisoner, and, when on tint occasion lie 
appeared in the hall, was treated with \erv unusual 
respect 

Butthere''tntintntofthccit} was afterwards raided 
b) some accoimt*5 that had been spread of the satire 
and he was informed that some of the merchants in- 
tended to pa} the allowance which the law required, 
md to detain him a ]irisoiier at their own exjicnct 
lliis he treated as an eiiijit} menace and perhaps 
might ha\c hastened the publication, only to shuv 
how much he was superior to their insults, had not 
all his schunts been suddenl} dcstro}ctl 

M lien lit had Ikcii i\monthsuiprisoii,heretei\ed 
from out of Ins fnends’’*, in whose hmdncss he had 
the greitest contidcncc, and on whose assjstanee In 
chiefi} dejiendcd, a letter, that contained a cliargc 
of yeia atrocious ingratitude, <lnwn uj) m such terms 
as sudden rasentment dictated I lenley , m one of his 
adyertisenients, had mentioned ** Popes Iroatiiient 
“ of Savage This was supposed 1)\ Pope to be tlie 
consequence of a complaint made b} Sa\agc to Hen- 
le}, and was thercfoie mentioned b\ him with much 
reseutmeut Mr Sa\ age reUimetl aver} solemn pro 
testation of Iiiv innocence, but however appeared 
much disturbed at tlic accusation Some dav s after- 
wards he was seized with a pam in his bad and side^ 
which, as It was not violent, was not suspected to be 
dangerous but grow ing daily more languid and de- 
jected, on the 2jth ot July he confined himself to his 

■* ’\rr Pope S c some ixtiart of letters from tint gentU 
mn to 'xnd corcernmg Mr Swage* m Uulf he ul s Life of I ope 
P o02 K 


room 



SAVAGE. 


89S 

room, and a fever seized his spiiits. The symptoms 
giew every day more formidable, but his condition 
did not enable him to procuie any assistance. Tlie 
last time that the keeper saw him \vas on .Tuly the 
^ist, 1743 , when Savage, seeing him at Ins bed-side, 
s^id, with an uncommon earnestness, “ I ha\e some- 
thing to say to yon, Sir hut, aftei ,l pause, moved 
his hand m a melancholy manner ; and, hndmg him- 
self unable to recollect u hat he vv as going to commu- 
nicate, said, “ Tis gone The keeper soon after left 
him ; and the next morning he died. He v\ as buned 
in the church-yard of St Pctei, at liie expcnce of the 
keepei . 

Such were the life and death of Richaid Savage, 
a man equally distinguished by his v 11 lues and v ices ; 
and at once lemarkablc foi his weaknesses and abili- 
ties. 

He was of a middle statin e, of a thin habit of bodjg 
a long visage, coaise featuies, and melancholy as- 
pect , of a grave and manly deportment, a solemn 
dignity of mien, but which, upon a neaiei acquaint- 
ance, softened into an ensasinjr easiness of inanncis. 
His walk was slmv, and his voice tremulous and 
moiiinful He was easily excited to smiles, but vciy 
seldom piovoked to laughter. 

His mind w'as in an uncommon dcmec visiorous 

O O 

and active. His judgment was accurate, his appre- 
hension quick, and his memoiy so tenacious, that he 
was frequently obsei ved to know wdiat he had learned 
from others, in a shoit time, bettei than those by 
w'hom he was informed ; and could fi equently 1 ecol- 
lect incidents, wnth all their combination of ciicum- 
stances, which few would have legaided at the pie- 

sent 
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3 nt time, but mIiicH the quickness of bis 'ipprchen- 
ion impressed upon bun He Ind tbe peculnr fdi- 
itj tbit hiS attention never deserted him he was 
iresentto ever} object, and regardful of tbe most 
rifling occurrence^ lie Ind the irt of csch}^ ng 
rombis own reflections, and accommodating him- 
elf to ev er} new ‘=cenc 

To tins quilit} IS to be imputed the c\tent of bis 
mow ledge, compared with tbe small time winch he 
pent in v i«;iblecndcav ours to acquire it He mingled 
n cursory conversation with the <amc steadiness of 
ittention as others appl} to a lecture and amidst the 
ippearance of thoughtless gaiety, lost no new idea 
.1iatv\as««tarkd, noran) bintthat could be improved 
tie had therefore made in coffee houses the same pro- 
flcienc} as others m their closets and it is rcmarl - 
vblc, that thcvintings of a man of little cilucation 
and little reading have an air of learning «carcel} 16 
he found in anv oUicr performances, but which per- 
haps as often obscures as cmbcllislies them 

Ilisjudgii ent was cmmcntl} exact both with re 
gard to writing and to men Tbe 1 now ledge of life 
was indeed Ins chief attainment and it is not with- 
out some satisfaction, tliat I can produce the suffrage 
of Savage in favour of human nature, of which he 
never appeared to cn^e^tain such odious ideas as some 
who perhaps had neither his judgment nor expe- 
rience, have published, eithci in ostentation of their 
sagacity, -vindication of their crime*, or gratificatioit 
of their malice 

His method of life particularlv qualified him for 
conver'=ation, of which he knew how to practise all 
the graces He was never vehement or loud, but at 

once 


400 


SAVAGE. 


once modest and easy^ open and respectful , his lan- 
guage was vivacious and elegant^ and equally happy 
-upon giave or humorous subjects. He was gene- 
rally censured for not knowing when to retire ; but 
that was not the defect of his judgment^ but of his 
fortune • when he left his compaii}^, he was frequently 
to spend the remaining part of the night in the sti eet, 
or at least was' abandoned to gloomy reflections, 
which it IS not sti ange that he delaj^ed as long as he 
could, and sometimes forgot that he gave ethers 
pain to avoid it himself. 

It cannot be said, that he made use of his abilities 
for the diiection of his own conduct; an irregular 
and dissipated manner of life had made him the slave 
of every passion that happened to be excited by the 
piesence of its object, and that slavery to his passions 
reciprocally produced a life ii regular and dissipated. 
He was not master of his own motions, nor could 
piomise any thing for the next day. 

With regard to his ceconomy, nothing can be 
added to the relation of his life. He ajipeared to 
think himself bbin to be supported by otheis, and 
dispensed fiom all necessity of providing for himself ; 
he therefoie never prosecuted any scheme of advan- 
tage, nor endeavouied even to secure the profits 
which his writings might have afforded him His 
temper w'as, in consequence of the dominion of his 
passions, uncertain and capricious , he was easily en- 
gaged, and easily disgusted, but he is accused ofietam- 
mg his hatred more tenaciously than his benevolence. 

He was compassionate both by nature and principle, 
and alvAaj^s ready to perfoim offices of humanity ; 
but when he was provoked (and very small offences 
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uere siifiicicnt to provol e him), he uouUI pro ecut(. 
hij> revenge with the utmost acrimon} till hiopas^iou 
had subsided 

His friendship w'ls therefore of little value for, 
thougli he was zealous m tlicsupjiort or vindication 
of those whom beloved, }et it was always dangerous 
to trust him, because he considered himself ns dis- 
charged by the first quarrel from all tic^ of honour 
or gratitude and would betra} those secrets which 
in the warmth of confidence had been imparted to 
him riiis practice diew upon him an universal ac- 
cusation of ingratitude nor can it be denital that he 
was very ready to set himself free from the load of an 
obligation, for he could not bear to conceive him 
self in a state of dependence, Ins pride being cqinll} 
powerful with his other passion«, and appearing in 
the form of insolence at onetime, and of \ amt) at 
another Vanit) , the most innocent sjiecics of pride, 
vv as most frequently predominant he could not e isilj 
leave off, when he had once begun to mention him- 
self or his works nor ever read Ins verses without 
stealing his eyes from the page, to discover m the 
faces of hi8 audience, how they weie affected with 
any favourite passage 

A kinder name than that of vanit) ought to be 
given to the delicacy with which he was always care 
ful to separate his own merit from everj other man s, 
and to reject that praise to which lie had no claim 
He did not forget, in mentioning his performances, 
to mark every line that had been suggested or amend 
ed and was so accurate, as to relate that he owed 
three words in “ The Wanderer to the advice of 
Ins friends 

VoL X D D Ills 



402 


SAVAGE. 


His vei acity \v as questionerl, but ith little reason ; 
Ins accounts, though not indeed always the pine, 
weic peneiall'f consistent. When he loved any man, 
he suppressed all his faults . and, when lie had been 
offended by him, concealed all Ins viitues . but Ins 
characteis weie generally ti ue, so fai.as he proceed- 
ed ; though it cannot lie denied, that Ins partiality 
might have sometimes the effect of falsehood. 

In cases indiffeient, he was zealous for vn tue^ti uth, 
and justice he knew veiy uell the necessity of good- 
ness to the present and future happiness ol mankind, 
nor is there perhaps any m iter, y ho has less en- 
deavoured to please by flatteimg the appetites, or 
pel vei ting the judgment. 

As an author, theiefoie, and he now ceases to in- 
fluence mankind in any othei charactei, if one piece 
which he had lesolved to sujipiess be excejited, he 
has yciy little to fear fiom'the slrictest moial oi le- 
ligious censiiie And though he may not be alto- 
gether secuie against the objections of the ciitic, it 
must hoy ever be acknou ledged, that his woiks aie 
the pi eductions of a genius tiuly poetical, and, y hat 
manj^ yiileis who have been moie lavishly applauded 
cannot boast, that they have an oiiginal air, yhich 
has no lesemblance of any foicgOing wiitei, that the 
vei silication and sentiments have a cast peculiai to 
themselves, which no man can imitate yitli success, 
because what was nature in Savage yould m ano- 
thei be affectation. It must be confessed^ that his 
desciiptions are sti iking, his images animated, bis 
fictions jnstly imagined, and his allegoiies aitfully 
puisued , that his diction is elevated, though some- 
times foiced,and his numbeis soiioious and majestick, 

though 
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though frequently sluggish and encumbeiecl Of his 
style, the general fault is liaishness, and its general 
evcellence is dignity of his sentiments, the pre\ aid- 
ing beauty is simplicity, and uniformitj^ the p*‘evail- 
ing defect i 

Tor his life, or for his nntings, none, tvho can- 
didly consider his fortune, will llimk an apolog} 
either necessary or difHcuIt If he was not always 
sufficiently^ instructed in his subject, hiss kno\ ledge 
w as at least greater than could ha\ e been attained b^ 
others in the same state If his worl s were some 
times unfinished, accmacy cannot reasonably be e\- 
peettd from a man oppressed with want, whicJi lit 
has no hope of reliei iiig but by a speedy publication 
1 he insolence and lesentment of which he is accused 
weie not easily to be aiouled by a great mind, irn 
tated by peipetual hardships, and constiamed houily 
to return the spurns of contempt, and repress the in- 
solence of prosperity and vanity may surely be readily 
pardoned m him, to whom life ifTorded no other 
comforts than baiien prw ts, md the consciousness 
of deserving them 

Ihose are no pioper judges of his conduct, who 
have slumbeied avay their time on the down of 
jilenty nor will any wise man presume to sav, “ Had 
‘ I been in Savages condition, I should have lived 
‘‘ or wiitten better than Savage ? 

riiis relation will not be wholly without its use, 
if those, who languisli under any pait of his suffer- 
mg's, shall be enabled to fortify tbeir patience, by 
reflecting th t tliey feel onh those afflictions from 
which the abilities of Savage did note-^empt him 
or those, w ho, in confidence of superior capacities 

or 
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or attainmentSj clisre^aul the comiroii maxims of 
life, shall be reminded, that nothmi^ will supply the 
want of pi udence , and that negligence and niegii- 
lanty, long continued, mil make knowledge useless, 
wit iidiculoiis, and genius contemptible. 
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